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Fears over sport’s new ‘legal steroi 



THE BIGGEST EVER survey Of 
British sportsmen and women 
lias revealed widespread use of 
a dietary supplement, crea¬ 
tine. which lias similar perfor¬ 
mance-enhancing effects to 
steroids but which many ex¬ 
perts believe could cause long¬ 
term harm. 

More than 300 elite com¬ 
petitors responded to a ques¬ 
tionnaire drawn up by The 
Independent about drug use in 
Eritish sport. Nearty 57 per 
■:ent said they had taken crea- 


BV MIKE ROWBOTTOM 

tine, which is marketed as a 
legal alternative to anabolic 
steroids. Among rugby league 
players and weightUfters. the 
figure was 100 per cent. 

Members of the England 
football team. Arsenal's Double 
winners, and athletes such as 
Linford Christie. Colin Jackson 
and Sally Gunnell are among 
those who claim to have bene¬ 
fited from this synthetic form of 
a naturally-occurring muscle 


builder. But concerns have 
been voiced over possible side- 
effects. and this week the Inter¬ 
national Olympic Committee's 
medical commission will con¬ 
sider claims that it is unsafe. 

A report sent to the IOC by 
Italian scientists seeks a ban on 
creatine, claiming it may be 
harmful. A recent inquiry by the 
Italian FA concluded that there 
should be a curb on the use of 
the substance. 

The British Olympic Asso 
ciation refuses to endorse the 



Widespread abuse 
‘Wonder supplement’ 
Confessions of a user 
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product because of fears over 
its long-term effects. Some doc¬ 
tors have suggested it causes 
kidney damage, while others 
have linked it with shorter- 
term problems such as muscle 


cramping and dehydration. 

The Irish Sports Minister, Dr 
Jim McDaid. said that creatine 
“should be regarded with pro¬ 
found caution. During my time 
as a hospital doctor we used to 


measure the level of creatine in 
the blood as an indicator of ren¬ 
al failure." Dr McDaid's com¬ 
ments follow concern over the 
number of Irish rugby players 
experimenting with creatine. 

Andy Robinson, coach to 
England's most successful 
rugby union side. Bath, has 
voiced his own opposition to 
sporting use of a substance 
which was originally developed 
to help the elderly and infirm. 

“I'm very seriously concern¬ 
ed that we don't know enough 


about the long-term effects of 
creatine and for that very good 
reason I advise our players 
not to touch it," he said. 

Creatine is big business on 
both sides of the Atlantia Max¬ 
imuscle, one of the firms mar¬ 
keting creatine products in 
Britain, has seen its turnover 
double in each of the last five 
years. It is estimated that total 
sales in this country’ of perfor¬ 
mance enhancing substances 
are around £20m a year. In the 
US, sales of creatine last year 


totalled about SlOOm <£60m>. a 
figure that is predicted to rise 
by 20-25 per cent annually. 

Dr Paul Greenhaff of Not¬ 
tingham University, a leading 
researcher into creatine use, 
said his team had never been 
asked to do a detailed study of 
long-term effects, ‘it needs to 
be addressed," he said. 

The survey also highlights 
anxiety about the effectiveness 
of the doping control prog¬ 
ramme. Only one in four be¬ 
lieved their sport was “clean". 


New Deal 
oophole lets 
in criminals 


Ait ken committed for trial at the 



THE GOVERNMENT is review¬ 
ing the way it vets applicants for 
the New Deal work programme 
after it emerged that pae¬ 
dophiles were being offered 
work with children. 

A Home Office-led working 
party will look at ways of dosing 
.‘he loophole before irreparable 
-mjunage is done to the Govem- 
Tnent’s flagship scheme for com¬ 
bating youth unemployment 

Probation officers have dis¬ 
covered that at least two con¬ 
victed sex offenders were 
allocated placements which in¬ 
volved them working directly 
with children. 

In one case, a 20-year-old 
man from the Home Counties 
was offered a maintenance post 
in a nursery, despite having pro¬ 
ves convictions for the sexu- 
-. -.<ause of young children. He 
was only prevented from taking 
up the position when police 
and probation staff discovered 
by chance what had happened 
and blocked the move. 

In South Wales, New Deal 
staff allowed a 22-year-old sex of¬ 
fender to apply fora job with ddlr 
dren, even after he told them he 
had a conviction for a schedule 
one offaice. He later joked to his 
probation officer that the staff 
did not seem to understand the 
meaning of the term, which 
Jjefers to sex offences under 
™ie 1991 Criminal Justice Act 

The man, who is listed on the 
national paedophile register; 
recently served an 18-month 
sentence after indecently as¬ 
saulting a 14-year-old girl out¬ 
side a cafe and hying to drag 
her onto wasteland. 

Harry Fletcher; of the Na¬ 
tional Association of Probation 
Officers (Napo), said he was 
convinced that other sex of¬ 
fenders had already been given 
placements with children be- 


By Ian Burrell 
H ome Affairs Correspondent 

cause of the lack of security 
checks in the scheme. 

Probation staff have been 
told that data-protection legis¬ 
lation prevents New Deal staff 
being given details of previous 
convictions. The onus is on 
employers to ask but many, es¬ 
pecially voluntary organisa¬ 
tions. assume that the 
government agency has carried 
out the necessary checks. 

Mr Fletcher said: “There is a 
serious flaw in the New Deal 



Harry FletcEer. Flaw i 
lead to tragedy 


arrangements which could lead 
to a tragedy. We must not shut 
down all employment opportu¬ 
nities for offenders but there 
needs to be a change in the law 
so that information is made 
available if sex offenders are 
being put in touch with chikfren." 

The New Deal was intro¬ 
duced earlier this year to help 
young people aged between 18 
and 24 who have been unem¬ 
ployed for six months. It has al¬ 
ready placed 70,000 people in 
paid or voluntary employment 
or in full-time education 

A spokesman for the Em¬ 


ployment Service, the govern¬ 
ment agency which runs the 
scheme, said last night; “We 
are working with the Home Of¬ 
fice and the Probation Service 
to explore any practical steps 
we can take to ensure that the 
Employment Service does not 
submit unsuitable people to 
jobs that involve working with 
children." 

He said that investigations 
would begin into the two cases 
identified by Napo. “We are 
very concerned about the cases 
raised... which we will investi¬ 
gate thoroughly and on which 
we will take urgent action," he 
said. 

The Department for Educa¬ 
tion and Employment has re¬ 
layed its concerns over the 
New Deal loophole to the Home 
Office-led working party, which 
is due to report to Jack Straw, 
the Home Secretary, by the 
end of the month. The working 
party will recommend a series 
ofinitiatives to prevent unsuit¬ 
able people working with chil¬ 
dren, including greater sharing 
of information by government 
agencies and making it a crim¬ 
inal offence for sex offenders to 
seek work with children. 

There are rigorous checks 
surrounding posts in children’s 
homes and other work with 
children in the public sector. Ap¬ 
plicants are required to de¬ 
clare all personal details, 
including previous convictions, 
on a form which is sent to the 
police for verification. 

However, there are serious 
concerns that there are a mul¬ 
titude of other organisations 
which work with children and 
young people on a voluntary 
basis where there are no legal 
requirements for checks on 
the previous convictions of 
personnel. 



Jonathan Aitken arriving at Bow Street magistrates’ court yesterday where he was committed to stand trial on peijury charges Jeff Moore 


JONATHAN AITKEN yesterday 
became the first forma: cabinet 
minister in modern times to be 
committed to stand trial at the 
Old Bailey on criminal charges. 

Mr Aitken, the chief secre¬ 
tary to the Treasury under 
John Major and once seen as 
a future Tory leader; faces a jury 
trial on charges of peijury, con¬ 
spiring to pervert the course of 
justice, and perverting the 
course of justice. If convicted, 
be feces up to seven years in jafl 
on each count. Said Mo¬ 
hammed Ayas, a former busi¬ 
ness associate of Mr Aitken, 
was also committed to stand 
trial on the charge of conspir¬ 
acy, as well as a charge of per¬ 
verting the course of justice. 

Mr Aitken's estranged wife, 
Loiicia, is named in one of the 
charges as a party to conspir¬ 
acy to pervert the course of jus¬ 
tice. However; Mrs Aitken has 
been neither charged nor ar- 


BY KIM SENGUPTA _ 

rested and is thought to be liv¬ 
ing abroad. 

Neither Mr Aitken nor Mr 
Ayas spoke during the 11 
minute bearing at court 1 at 
Bow Street magistrates court 
yesterday morning. A prelimi¬ 
nary hearing at the Old Bailey 
is provisionally scheduled for 
January 18 next year. 

The charges against Mr 
Aitken and Mr Ayas, both 56, fol¬ 
lowed the collapse of Mr 
Aitken’s libel trial against The 
Guardian and Granada televi¬ 
sion's World in Action pro¬ 
gramme over the issue of a 
hotel bill for the Ritz Hotel in 
Paris. It is alleged that be¬ 
tween April 91998 and June 21 
1997 Mr Aitken and Mr Ayas, 
along with Loiicia Aitken, know¬ 
ingly signed false witness state¬ 
ments for the High Court, 
stating that Loiicia and the 


Aitkens’ daughter; Victoria, had 
stayed in Paris at the flat of Mr 
Ayas's daughter. 

The statement also claimed, 
allegedly falsely, that on Sep¬ 
tember 19 Mrs Aitken was in 
Paris and had paid a sum of 
money in respect of a bEB at the 
Paris Ritz run up by Mr Aitken. 

Mr Aitken faces three fur¬ 
ther charges; two of attempting 
to pervert the course of justice 
and one of peijury. in which it 
is alleged that under oath be 
wilfully made a false statement 
that on September 191993 Loii¬ 
cia was in Paris and had paid 
money towards his hotel bilL 

Whatever the outcome of 
the financial action, Mr .Aitken, 
is said to be financially ruined. 

He faces a £2m legal bill over 
the High Court action, and a 
judge recently stopped him 
from transferring his £2m 
home to Loiicia as part of a di¬ 
vorce settlement 


Scientists want to ‘nuke’ their image 


FED UP with being associated 
with environmental catastro¬ 
phe and atomic holocausts, nu- 
clear physicists are considering 
dropping the dreaded N-word 
from their name. 

A debate is ragingwithin one 
of science’s least understood 
backwaters on how to improve 
the image of a community that 
feels unfairly tarnished by the 


BY STEVE CONNOR 
Science Editor _ 

public’s fear of anything nu¬ 
clear. A group of European nu¬ 
clear physicists will discuss 
how to repackage their image 
as part of a debate aimed at se¬ 
curing EU funding. One of the 
most radical suggestions is to 
find a label which does not 


have the doom-laden connota¬ 
tions of such disasters as Hi¬ 
roshima and Chernobyl 
“One of the image problems 
they identified was the word nu¬ 
clear” said Peter Rogers, edi¬ 
tor of the journal Physics 
World. “I asked... what is the 
link between nuclear-physics 
research and nuclear power 
and nuclearweapons. If the fink 


is weak or non-existent, one 
way to solve the problem would 
be to change the name." 

Scientists studying atomic 
nuclei are helping to under¬ 
stand the forces of creation 
rather than using them for de¬ 
struction, said Jim Al-Khalili. a 
nuclear physicist at Surrey 
University, adding that many 
physicists would oppose a 


name change, because it would 
look as if they have something 
to hide. 

But precedents have already 
been set: magnetic resonance 
imaging, which is used for 
scanning body organs, was 
changed from “nuclear mag¬ 
netic resonance" as a way of re¬ 
assuring patients, Dr AI-Khalili 
said. 
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‘Tony Blair is one of the century’s great 
leaders, and Bald Billy is a prat’ 

MICK HUCKNALL, POP STAR AND POLITICAL COMMENTATOR, ANSWERS YOUR QUESTIONS 
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Romanians take six-day 
truck ride to prison 


“WE CAME for a better life," 
wept the small gypsy woman in 
the rough wool skirt and green 
headscarf! “We did not even 
know where we were going, but 
we were promised the life 
would be good." 

Drama Laurenta, 39, left Thn- 
darei in Romania on November 
28 for the West For the dream 
of a land of promise she 
squeezed into a truck bound for 
Britain with more than a hun¬ 
dred of her neighbours. 

For six days the men, 
women and children - includ¬ 
ing nine infants - were 
crammed in the 40ft freight 
truck. Mostly they stood, as 
there was no room to lie down. 

The journey cost all that they 
had. “We sold our homes to pay 
the man 500 German marts 
[£179] per family ,” said Mrs 
Laurenta, who came with her 
husband and her children aged 
14 .12 and 7. She wept again 

Yesterday, Mrs Laurenta 


By Mary Braid __ 

and her neighbours were ex¬ 
periencing the good life they 
had been promised: huddled to¬ 
gether in the disused wing of 
Joyce Green hospital in Dart- 
ford, Kent, after being taken 
into custody at the town's 
freight terminal on Thursday. 

The wards are warm and 
dry but empty except for camp 
beds and a television showing 
the cartoon Chipmunks, sur¬ 
rounded by bewildered childr en. 

“We came to escape the Ro¬ 
manian police,” said Nihai Vic¬ 
toria, 20, cradling her baby. 
‘‘They were coming to our 
homes and beating us up. They 
burned our school and church... 
They hate gypsies. Wfe just want 
to live somewhere in peace” 

Now they are separated 
from their husbands, who are 
being held separately for ques¬ 
tioning at a detention centre. 
“We just want our husbands 
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• FORECAST 

General situation England and Wales will sort cloudy with rain in many places. 
The ram will soon clear from die north and west, leaving a bright afternoon with 
sunshine and a few showers. Southern England, the east Midlands and East 
Anglia will stay overcast well into the afternoon, but mast or die min will 
become confined to the extreme south-east by lunchtime. Meanwhile. Scotland 
and Northern Ireland will have a blustery day with sunny spells and showers. The 
whole of die UK will be much milder than recendy 

Channel is, London, Cam S * SE England, E Midlands, E Angfla: A mild but 
dull morning with outbreaks of rain. It should become drier this afternoon, but it 
will stay rather Cloudy. A brisk south to south-easterly wind. Max temp 8-11C 
(*6-52F). 

SW England, S Wales, W Midlands, E England: Early ram will slowly dear to 
leave a few sunny spells and isolated showers. A blustery south-westerly biweze. 
Max temp 9-12C (4B-54F). 

N Wales, NUL Cent N A NE England, Lake Disc, Isle of Man: Any remaining 
overnight rain and hill fog will dear to leave sunny spells and a few showers. A 
much milder day men recendy. A brisk south-westerly wind. Max temp 9-11C 
(48-52F) 

N Ireland: A blustery day with sunny Intervals and scattered heavy showers. Max 
temp 7-1OC (45-50F). 

SW & NW Scotland, Glasgow, W Isles: A blustery day with sunny Intervals 
and heavy showers. A strong south-westerly wind. Max temp 8-tlC (46-52F). 

SE A NE Scotland, Edinburgh, Aberdeen, N Isles: Any early damp and misty 
weather will clear to leave sunshine and Isolated showers. A brisk southerly wind, 
but much milder than recently. Max temp 6-9C (43-48F). 

OUTLOOK 

Tomorrow will be mild with early drizzle in the south clearing to leave dry weather 
across much ol the UK. However, more wind and rain will reach the far west by 
the evening. Changeable but mild weather will continue on Thursday and Friday. 


TRAVEL 


London: A41 Finchley Fkf. From Swiss 
Cottage *> Fortune Green. Msior narks at 
Finchfey Rfl Gyratory. UnQ 31 st December. 
Cambridgeshire A1 between Aiconbuiy 
and Haddon. Construction. lone closures 
and contraflow. Until 31st December. 
BuddnahamaMre; M«0 between juncficro 1 a 
(MZS) S 3 (Wycombe East). Three narrow 
lanes botii ways and a SO rrqih speed Emh n 
tone. Untt IS January 1999. 

Bristol: MS J18-19. Major Ftoachmrie an 
Avcnmoufh Bridge. Until 1st January 2001. 
Norioic MT Hardwick Roundabout, Kings 
Lynn IA101. Roadworks between the putovgr 


roundabout and the Hardwick Roundabout 
Urili 13tti December 1998. 

West Yorkahfcn: Mi Between J42 Lrihouso 
Int er c han ge (M62) and J43 SI outran. 
Roadworks and a 50mph spaed Sent 
Urdl 31 si December 199a 
Cumbria.' M6 J37 Kendal Roadworks, car- 
rtageway reduced » 2 tones both ways w*i 
a 5Cri>DhspeetJSmfl, 1 mio south rt the iuno- 
tkm. Until 16th January 1999. 

AA Roadwaufc Call 0336 401777 for die 
latest local and national traffic news. Source: 
The Automobile Association. Calls charged 
at 50p per mm fmc VAT). 


back,” said Mrs Victoria. “And 
please don’t send us back.” 

It is difficult to tell what sort 
of welcome these people ex¬ 
pected, but it is as well they do 
not know that the National 
Front marched through Dart- 
ford on Saturday in protest at 
rising immigration. 

The hospital spokesman 
said it bad been asked to help - 
until temporary accommoda¬ 
tion could be found whUe^asy- 
lum applications were heard. 
Tory MP John Townend said 
the immigrants Should not be 
housedin a hospital but put in ' 
an internment camp. 

Howard Stoate, the Labour 
MP fbrDartford, accused some 

SArtiraiR rrftfw prpgg nf tthr pp fn g 

up anti-immigrant failing He 
said the group “were taken ad¬ 
vantage of by traffickers in 
human misery”. But he added 
that they were almost certain to 
be deported because they were 
unlikely to qualify for asylum. 
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Belfast 3.59pm to 8.33am j 

Btraloghiiii 3.54pm Co B.05am 1 
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Glasgow 

London 


4.02pm to 8.03am | 
3.44pm to 8.35am i 
3.52pm . to 7.54am I 
3.50pm- to 8.12am i 
3.39pm to 8.18am 1 


HIGH TIDES 


AM HT 

Avonmooth 10.13 12.6 
Gov* . 8.38 4.5 

Dovooport 8.54 5.3 
Dow 1.45 6.5 

Don Laoghaire 232 4.0 
Tb&nonth 825 5.1 
Gracnocfc 3J2 3.4 
Hanridi 2.35 3.9 

Holyhead MS 5.4 
Half (Albrat Pfc) 9.24 8-2 
Kings Lynn 9J2 62 
Laltb 5.43 5.4 

Liverpool 2.02 9.0 
Nfflford Hna 9.17 6.6 


N —q ua y 
IkMtland 

Portsmouth 

PurttbeB 

Scarborough 

Wick 


an 6.6 

9.43 2.1 
2.12 4.6 
11.10 4.7 

7.17 5.6 

2.17 3.3 


PM HT 
10.41 12.0 
9.03 43 
934 4.9 
2.06 63 
230 43 
8.55 4.7 
337 3.B 
3.01 4.0 
132 5.5 
9.34 S3 
938 6.3 
6.05 5.3 
2:21 9.0 1 
9.44 63 . 
8.39 63, 
10.15 1.7 
2.21 4.5 
1139 4.3 
735 5.6 
238 3.4 


Height measured In metres 
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SUN A MOON 


5un rise* 07.53 
Si» sots: 15.52 
Moon rises: 2134 
Moon sots: 11.36 
Last quarter: Doc 10th 
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Y E ST E R DAY 


EXTREMES 

Wannest: isles of ScBy 12C (54 F) 

Coldest (day): Hemsby. Norfolk OC (32F). 
H umx: Stornoway Western Isles 0381ns 
Suanle w Sldmouth. Devon 1.0 hrs 
For 24hrs ra 2pm Monday 


THE WORLD 


EUROPE NOON TODAY 
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hlf of man 

h ie of wight 

Jersey 

Kendal 

Leeds 

Lerwick 


Lowestoft 1.0 
Manchester 2.1 
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Morecamba 5.0 
New castle 4.4 
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Norwich 2.9 
Oxford 3.0 

Roas-on-fiye 33 
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Sc ar borough 
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Sonthend 0.1 
SonthpoR 
Stornoway 1.0 
Swanqge 4.5 
Maday 1.6 

‘ferqoay 2.8 
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THE ATLANTIC NOON TODAY 
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24 boms to 6pm (GMT) Sunday: 
Information by RA MfeatherCentre 

Rain or 

SHINE... 

THE PRICE of truffles, the 
“black diamonds" of French 
cuisine, has shot up this sea- ; 
son after a particularly dry 
summer led to a smaller than 
usual harvest 1 

The price of first-quality 
truffles was 3^00 francs (£390) 
per kilogram; truffles normal¬ 
ly sell at around 2,800 francs 
per kilo (£310). Truffles are 
found mainly in France, Spain 
and Italy and have a pungent, 
woody flavour 
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Ro manian asyhnn seekers at the Joyce Green hospital in Dartford Andrew Biamrum 


THE POST Office will be freed 
from day-to-day state control 
and transformed into a “world 
class” company, the Govern¬ 
ment promised yesterday. 

Peter Mandeteon, Secretary 
of State for Tirade and Industry, 
said that customers would get 
a better service following his de¬ 
cision to create a “"Post Office 
pic" which remained in the 
public sector with much 
greater commercial freedom 
than at present 

The proposals include a re¬ 
moval of the Post Office’s mo¬ 
nopoly on delivering letters 
costing up to £1 to send. But, as 
The Independent revealed in 
October; Mr Mandelson ruled 
out an immediate privatisation 
of the or ganisati on, even though 
the sale of 49 per cent of the 
Government's shareholding 
was favoured by the Treasury 
and could have raised £ 2 bn. 

Although he told the Com¬ 
mons that a shares sale would 
be kept under review, ministers 
have shelved the idea until 
after the next general election. 
Mr Mandelson said privatisa¬ 
tion would have posed a threat 
to the survival of sub-post 
offices and created “massive 
uncertainly” until legislation 
was introduced in two or three 
years. 

Minister: also had tittle stom¬ 
ach for what would have been a 

three-year guerrilla war with the 

Post Office unions, who are op¬ 
posed to privatisation. Mr Man¬ 
delson is locked in negotiations 
with both sides of industry over 
legislation granting unions new 
rights in the workplace and did 
not want to be fighting them on 
two fronts. 


BY ANDREW GRICE 
P olitical Editor _ 

He told MFS the Post Office 
would become a “new form of 
public sector enterprise oper¬ 
ating at arm’s-length from the 
Government”. 

A new independent regula¬ 
tor would protect consumer 
interests by maintaining the 
present universal delivery ser¬ 
vice at the same price. The reg¬ 
ulator wQl also relax the Post 
Office’s monopoly on letters 
costing up to £1. which is ex¬ 
pected to be reduced to about 
50p. allowing private-sector 
firms to enter the market 

In return, the Past Office will 
be allowed to compete in a com¬ 
petitive market by investing 
an extra Elba over five years in 
new products and technology 
and to forge partnerships with 
other postal operators. 

Although the TYeasury wifi 
continue to cream off some of 
its profits, the payments will be 
reduced from an estimated 
£335m next year to £207m. In 
future, the Government will 
take about 40 per cent of its 
profits, instead of the 80 per 
cent in recent years. 

Ministers hope the shake-up 
will improve the effidenqjTof the 
Post Office, which will be al¬ 
lowed to pay its workers more 
provided productivity im¬ 
provements are made. 

The Government will lift a 
moratorium on dosing Crown 
post offices, usually based in 
town centres, and reopening 
them in retail outlets such as 
out-of-town superstores, which 
could net the Post Office mil¬ 
lions of pounds. 
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Police chief thief 
jailed for two years 


A POLICE chief who duped his 
force out of more than £26,000 
was yesterday jailed for two 
years. 

Chief Superintendent Colin 
McDonald, 51. was also or¬ 
dered to pay £26,642 compen¬ 
sation to West Midlands Police 
after Birmingham Crown Court 
heard how he tricked the force 
over three years. 

Malcolm Morse, for the pros¬ 
ecution, said McDonald fiddled 
expenses claims and stole cash 
allowances for police opera¬ 
tions between April 1994 and 
November last year. 

McDonald, who admitted six 
counts of theft and one of ob¬ 
taining property by deception. 


even claimed £800 for a con¬ 
ference on football hooliganism 
in Bilbao, Spain, which he (fid 
not attend. 

McDonald, who had 29 
years’ service, regularly pock¬ 
eted money after completing 
cash advance forms using 
other officers’ names without 
their knowledge. He also 
claimed cash for use in opera¬ 
tions such as crackdowns on 
car crime that he was not in¬ 
volved in. Sentencing McDon¬ 
ald, who asked for 69 offences 
to be taken into consideration,' 
Judge Ali s t ai r McCreath said 
he had committed a “gross 
bneadi of trust” made worse by 
his high rank. 
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ufacturer* today, or get online to -.dell.com/uk/today. 
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" — - DRUGS IN SPORT: EXCLUSIVE SURVEY --— 

Abuse widespread, say sporting 





THE DAY that Ben Johnson 
was stripped of his 100m gold 
J^nedal at the Seoul Olympics re¬ 
mains. 10 years on, a most 
vivid and tragic reminder of the 
effects of the explosive cocktail 
of drugs and sport There was 
a world outcry, calls for tighter 
regulations and more testing. 

Yet, according to The Inde¬ 
pendent's survey of Britain's 
sporting elite, the largest ever 
undertaken into the use of 
drugs among competitors here, 
the Same questions and argu¬ 
ments are being raised. A 
decade on, the nation's sport - 
which is grappling with the vo¬ 
racious demands of television, 
sponsors and much greater 


By Nick Harris _ 

commercialism - still has not 
cracked the drugs problem. 

A majority of leading sports¬ 
men and women believe their 
field has a problem with drugs. 
Despite significant advances in 
drug testing, most believe that 
cheats are continuing to beat 
the system. While just a small 
number admit to taking illegal 
drugs, only' one<juarter believe 
their own sport is “dean". 

Coming after a summer 
when the Tour de France was 
disrupted by doping scandals, 
world swimming had a spate of 
prominent drug-test failures, 
and allegations of drug-use in 


British rugby resurfaced, a 
large number of respondents 
said they believed controls in 
their sports needed tightening. 

The Independent sent out 
questionnaires to more than 
1.300: only in cycling and row¬ 
ing did the governing bodies 
decline to co-operate with the 
survey, which produced more 
than 300 replies. Most respon¬ 
dents were anonymous. 

A male athlete or 34 echoed 
the sentiments of many. “What 
we saw from this year’s Tbur de 
France is that doping is rife 
among European cyclists. This 
suggests - judging by the tact 
that certain doctors and team 
managers actually advocate dop¬ 


ing as a means of'safeguarding 
health’ - that it is probably not 
confined to cycling. - ’ 

The use of anabolic steroids, 
which help build muscles and 
allow intensive training, has 
long been one of the most se¬ 
rious problems. Very few 
British sportsmen and women 
have ever failed drugs tests for 
steroids, but three respondents 
to The Independent's survey 
admitted using them, which 
suggests that many more may 
still be beating the system. 
Five respondents also admitted 
to illegal use of testosterone, 
which has similar benefits to 
those provided by steroids. 

Three per cent of respon¬ 


dents said they used stimulants 
such as amphetamines, which 
are used to improve mental 
sharpness and can help ath¬ 
letes through pain thresholds: 
5 per cent used narcotic anal¬ 
gesics. which help eliminate 
pain: and 16 percent admitted 
“caffeine-loading", which in¬ 
creases alertness. 

Yet perhaps even more sig¬ 
nificant is the widespread belief 
that cheating is rife. Across all 
sports, 54 percent believed that 
up to 30 per cent of those in their 
sport were using drugs illegal¬ 
ly: 5 per cent believed between 
30 and 60 per cent were doing so; 
and 4 per cent believed more 
than 60 per cent were cheating. 


No respondent in rugby 
league and weightlifting be¬ 
lieved their sport to be clean, 
while only 3 per cent of athletes 
did so. Among all respondents. 
13 per cent cited steroids as a 
problem, which rose to 16 per 
cent in athletics. 40 per cent in 
weightlifting, 46 in rugby league 
and 3i per cent in rugby union. 

Overall 43 per cent called for 
better testing and harsher 
penalties, with the figure rising 
to 64 per cent in athletics. 46 
per cent in rugby league. Cl 
per cent in rugby union. 48 per 
cent in swimming and 30 per 
cent in weightlifting. 

Another indicator of the 
prevalence of drugs was that 9 


percent had been offered them 
by t ea m mates, other partici¬ 
pants or professional dealers. 
This figure rose to 46 per cent 
in rugby league. 

The survey suggests the fight 
against drugs has some way to 
go, and it also shows a substan 
tipi minority have no ethical ob¬ 
jection to taking drugs. More 
than 20 percent said they would 
take drugs if they were legal, ris- 
ing to 46 per cent in rugby 
league, 38 per cent in rugby 
union, 26 per cent in football 22 
percent in tennis and 17,15 and 
13 per cent in cricket swimming 
and athletics respectively. 

“If others were improving as 
a result of taking performance 


enhancing drugs and they were 
allowed, it would be silly not to 
use them to improve one’s own 
performance and enhance the 
chance of international selec¬ 
tion," said one cricketer of 24. 

Howevec a swimmer reflect¬ 
ed the views of many when he 
wrote: “The relaxing of drug 
laws would put tremendous 
pressure on people to take 
drugs, or else they would be dri¬ 
ven from the sport and we will 
be left with a hard core of peo¬ 
ple who ... will depend entirely 
on the correct cocktails of drugs 
rather than Lhe correct combi¬ 
nation of training. To me. this is 
not what sport is about and it 
should cot be encouraged." 


Creatine: 
anatomy of 
a ‘miracle’ 
-substance 


What Top Sportsmen Say about the ‘Wonder Supplement’ 


THE NEXT time you watch a 
major sporting event, the 
chances are that more than half 
the participants will have used 
the controversial food supple¬ 
ment creatine. Nearly 57 per 
cent of the country’s leading 
sportsmen and women have 
used the product, according to 
The Independent's survey. 

Creatine is a substance found 
naturally in the body and in foods 
such as meat It helps build mus¬ 
cle and aid recovery. In recent 
years, an increasing number of 
oporto participants have been 
-ysiog commercially produced 
creatine, including the England 
World Cup football team. 

Gary McAllister; the Coven¬ 
try City and Scotland footballer, 
used creatine following last De¬ 
cember's knee ligament dam¬ 
age that kept him from playing 
in the World Cup. He was play¬ 
ing again by September and be¬ 
lieves creatine helped him 
recover more quickly. “It cer¬ 
tainly allowed me to train 
longer; though there is a weight 
. sain from iL You have to be in 

ally strict training." he said. 

■' Swimmer Mark Foster, a 
gold medal winner at this year’s 
Commonwealth Games, said 
after using creatine: “Mentally 
I don't feel any different, but I 
do feel I've got more energy." 

Doctors have found that 
heavy use of the substance can 
seriously aggravate hidden kid¬ 
ney problems, and also fear that 
extended use could lead to tox¬ 
ins, being absorbed into cells be- 
- it encourages the body to 

oii30rb water. 

Published reports have noted 
a number of adverse effects, in¬ 
cluding involuntarily clenched 
teeth, diarrhoea and “the sound 
of blood rushing in the ears". 
Furthermore, no iong-term 
clinical test has been carried 
out to assess the use of creatine 
for more than a year- although 
Dr Annette Hudson, who has 
studied its effects, pointed out: 
“Anyone who is on a high-pro¬ 
tein diet is on a high-creatine 
diet at the same time; that’s the 
^ng-term natural study." 

^ Creatine occurs naturally, in 
tin)' amounts, in lean meat such 
as beef and pork, fish such as 
tuna, salmon, herring and cod, 
and loganberries. A 70kg Hi¬ 
stone) person stores about I20g 
of creatine, almost all in the 
skeletal (rather than heart or in¬ 
testinal) muscles. It can also be 


By nick Harris and 
Charles Arthur 

made by the liver using amino 
acids from proteins. 

Creatine acts as a “reser¬ 
voir" for extra energy in the 
muscle. To contract muscles 
use their limited stores of a 
chemical called ATP When that 
is exhausted, creatine is used 
to make extra ATP to extend in¬ 
tense bursts of energy. Fur¬ 
thermore, because it is stable 
within the body - unlik e ATP 
which must be used quickly 
once made - it can help recov¬ 
ery after intense exercise. 

Dr Nick Pritchard and Dr 
Philip Kalra reported in The 
Lancet medical journal earlier 
this year the case of a man who 
was successfully treated for 
minor kidney problems eight 
years ago, but in June last year 
had high levels of creatine - 
which can indicate kidney stress. 
The man told the doctors he had 
been taking creatine supple¬ 
ments for eight weeks as part of 
his pre-season soccer training. 
Dr Pritchard commented that 
there was “strong circumstan¬ 
tial evidence" that the substance 
caused the man’s renewed kid¬ 
ney difficulties. 

Dr Hudson, who is a techni¬ 
cal adviser to the Bfeider body¬ 
building company, said: “\bu 
can overdose on anything even 
headache piEs. If you have a fam¬ 
ily history of kidney problems, 
discuss itwith your GP: certainly 
if you do then using creatine wiD 
raise your blood pressure.” 

A parallel concern is that the 
muscles swell with water when 
they absorb creatine. Dr Ross 
Bailey, who heads the sports 


Gary McAllister 
Footballer 

The Coventry and 
Scotland international 
football captain 
has used creatine while 
recovering from a 
major knee injury. 
“The club doctor 
fat Coventry] has been 
fine about it. 
Basically they want 
you to take anything 
that's legal, 
which creatine is. 
People have said 
it helps recovery 
from little pulls 
and strains but I 
wouldn’t use it for 
that. I used it for 
rehab." 

Mark Foster 
swimmer 

One of Britain's most 
successful swimmers, 
the 1998 

Commonwealth Games 
Gold medal winner 
endorses a creatine 
product. He says it 
gives him more energy. 
“Sport has gone so far 
with different training 
techniques and people 
are always looking for 
ways to perform better. 

I’ve definitely felt a 
difference, being able 
to train at a higher 
level. A lot of people 
have water retention 
[when on creatine] but 
I’ve had no ill effects." 


training department at Texas 
Christian University in Fort 
Worth in the United States, 
noted that: “Use of creatine 
tends to increase the perme¬ 
ability of the body’s ceQs to cer¬ 
tain toxins." He recommended 
that athletes should stop using 
it for four weeks after at most 
eight-weeks use. 

Conor O' Shea, an Irish rugby 
union international sakfc “We’ve 
been advised to go on it for a 
month or two and then off it for 
six weeks to make sure we’re 
not at any risk from sideeffects." 
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Figures are total percentages of respondents' replies 



Athletics 
Cricket 
Foot ban 
Horse racing' 
Rugby league 
Rugby union 
Swimming 
Weightlifting* 


Hleo*’* 

Women* 


Total who 

Used 1-3 

Use 

Use 

have used 

times 

sometimes 

regularly 

57 

li 

20 

24 

28 

17 

11 

0 

43 

24 

13 

6 

5 

5 

0 

0 

100 

15 

23 

62 

85 

27 

39 

19 

65 

20 

28 

17 

100 

20 

30 

50 

57 

18 

21 

18 

59 

19 

22 

18 

46 

18 

13 

15 


■ Jockeys ■* includes powerlifting Athletics and swimming are the only spores In 
which respondents were separated into men and women 
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Confessions of a rapidly 
expanding supplement user 




A DESIGNER who works at 
'The Independent' took a 
course cf creatine. This is 
how it worked for him. 

WHEN asked to test creatine 
my initial worries were of being 
transformed from a guinea pig 
to a big fat pig. Dietary sup¬ 
plements are usually associat¬ 
ed with back-street gyms and 
20 -stone Goliaths. 

Nevertheless, I was con¬ 
vinced that I would be in good 
sporting company. My girl¬ 
friend wasn’t so sure, “'You'D 
end up a fat bastard," she de¬ 
clared. 

Undeterred, I started a 


month’s course - an extra 
seven pounds of lean muscle 
the manufacturers claimed... 

Week one. I3se 61b 

I took it five times a day for the 
first five days. It arrived in 
powdered form, then you just 
add water I chose orange 
flavour because I like oranges. 
Unfortunately, oranges are (me 
of the things it doesn't taste like. 
And it smells worse, but just 
hold your nose, and down it. 

My usual weekly exercise 
consists of three, or four times 
at the gym, boxing class and 
football. After a few days I def¬ 
initely felt an increase of ener¬ 


gy levels while working out I felt 
like going back and doing it 
again, not my usual thought 

Week two. T3st 51b 

By this time I was feeling 
rather good. I don't know 
whether it was a mental thing, 
or the creatine, but I felt like 
coiled spring. It was time to un¬ 
leash myself on to the football 
pitch. With flicks, back heels 
and dummies I started Creatin’ 
a storm on the pitch. 

Week three. 13st 91b 

I discovered that no amount of 
creatine can relieve the cloudy 
tiredness experienced after a 


heavy weekend. But I was 
definitely getting bigger. 

Week font: 13st 111b 

Five pounds - that was my 
weight gain bull am convinced 
I have bigger biceps and 
stronger thighs. My recovery 
levels and stamina were in¬ 
creased Fd gained power and 
strength, although I don’t know 
how much was physiological. 

The best result that I found, 
howevec was at work. I was per¬ 
ceived as being rock hard. Most 
of the blokes in the office were 
scared of me and even the 
editor kept his distance. 

MarkHayman 


TOMORROW IN THE SPORTS PAGES 

Why British Competitors want more testing 



Andy Robinson, rugby coach 

The coach at Bath rugby club has forbidden his players 
from using creatine. “A number of coaches in Australia 
and New Zealand who once recommended creatine to 
their players have stopped doing so for the simple 
reason that not nearly enough is known about the 
long-term consequences of using it." 
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He added: “It’s certainly in the 
back of my mind that it does no 
good at all but m give it the ben¬ 
efit of the doubt" 

One who will not give creatine 
the benefit of any doubt is Andy 
Robinson, the coach at Bath 
rugby union dub.’T have read 
studies and taken advice from 
acknowledged experts and it 
seems obvious to me that more 
research needs to be done be¬ 
fore athletes can safely take cre¬ 
atine supplements," he said. 
Additional reporting: Chris 
Hewett, Phil Slum* 


Arsene Wenger, Football coach 

Creatine use has been encouraged at Arsenal under the 
management of the Frenchman (left). The Arsenal 
players - many of whom took it during last season’s 
Premier League and FA Cup Double-winning campaign 
- are among a wide range of footballers at club and 
international level co have used creatine 



HE'D RATHER CONVICT 
THE WRDNG MAN THAN 
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Conor O Shea 
rugby player 

The Irish rugby union 
international uses 
creatine mainly in the 
off season during heavy 
training, and takes six- 
week breaks between 
courses to avoid side 
effects. “Creatine was 
introduced to me three 
or four years ago and 
it's something we’ve 
used much as a vitamin 
supplement would be. 

Physically I feel 
absolutely no different 
whatever. I'd never 
stand and advertise it 
and say it gives you a 
massive buzz. 

Ic doesn't." 

Linford Christie 
athlete 

Britain’s most 
successful-ever sprinter 
was using creatine as 
far back as 1932. the 
year of his Barcelona 
Olympics 100m gold 
medal win. He is one of 
several prominent 
British athletes - 
including 110m hurdles 
world record holder 
Colin Jackson - who 
have said they have 
used the substance. 
Athletes are amongst 
the most frequent 
users, with 57 per cent 
having tried it and 44 
per cent using it on a 
regular basis. 
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Mental health reforms ‘need £1.5bn 


the GOVERNMENT needs to in¬ 
ject at least £1.5bn into its care 
in the community refonns if they 
are to succeed, a mental health 
charily warned yesterday. 

Other groups said that the 
Government's tough line on 
compulsory treatment was 
likely to cause “uproar” among 
the mental health community, 
with many believing the policy 
will backfire. 

The Government will today 
draw a line under the contro- 


By Glenda Cooper 
S ocial Affairs Correspondent 

versial policy when the Secre¬ 
tary of State for Health, Frank 
Dobson, publishes the White 
Paper on mental health. 

Reforms indude more acute 
and secure beds in psychiatric 
hospitals, more trained staff 
and the introduction of a 
24-hour helpline. One of the 
more controversial plans gives 
doctors the power to force 


Pleats who refuse to comply 
with treatment to be 
readmitted into hospital. 

It is believed Mr Dobson 
will announce funding of £185m 
from social services and £470m 
from the health service to cover 
the new plans. But the Nation¬ 
al Schizophrenia Fellowship 
said that without a cash injec¬ 
tion of at least £500m per year 
until the end of this Parlia¬ 
ment the reforms cannot suc¬ 
ceed. “The money we have 


heard about is only a third of 
whatis needed," said a spokes¬ 
man. “For the new reforms to 
work, we have to have the 
money to provide the services.'’ 

He said the Government’s 
tough line was already ea«gmg 
worries for those with mental 
health backgrounds. “We are 
getting a lot of calls on our 
helplines,with people wonying 
about the ‘nimby’ [not-m-my- 
backyard] effect Our projects 
have done a lot of work to per¬ 


suade people that those suf- 
fering from mentalhealto prob¬ 
lems are not dangerous but all 
this talk of getting them off the 
streets is endangering that 
good work.” 


tal health charily Mind said that 
compulsory treatment would 
not work. “What is more it will 
backfire,” she said. “It is peo¬ 
ple at ground level who wiQ 
have to deal with this - psy¬ 
chiatric nurses and sorial waf¬ 


ers and they have already said 
ft won't work. We think there 
will be uproar if the Govern¬ 
ment try to bring this in.” 

The proposals signal the 
Governments determination 
to reverse the care in the com¬ 
munity policy, which has faced 
criticism after a suc c ession of 
inquiries. These in c luded the 
wiling of Jonathan Zito by 
Christopher Clunis, a paranoid 
schizophrenic, at a London 
Underground station in 1992, 


and Jonathan Newby 
by John Rous, a schizophr^c 

patient hi his care at a hostel m 

1993 

The mental health charity 
Sane estimates a homiade is 
committed each week by a 
mentally ill person. 

dwarfed, however by the great 

harm they do to themselves, 
with about 1,000 committing 
suicide every yean 

■ TWo mfllion carers in Britain 
have been working for years 


without a break, a survey esti- 

“^MoreftSi a quarter rfpeo-i^l 
pie looking after bedridden par- .- • 
{arts or relatives have neverhad 
a holiday said the report, by foe '. 
Winged Fellowship charity. 

One carer told the char% ft : 
was only after she became ffl 
that anyone realised she had 

been looking after her has- 
band for 10 years without a 
break. Another had not takes a 
hoUday for eight years. 


‘We waste our 
time sorting 
out funding’ 

THE HOSTEL MANAGER'S STORY 


“I REALLY SEE red about this,” 
said Mike Murphy. “We waste 
so much time trying to sort out 
funding that we could be using 
to care for people." 

Mr Murphy is manager of a 
National Schizophrenia Fel¬ 
lowship assessment unit in 
Harrow - the sort of unit the 
Government wants to see more 
o£ The unit cares for people re¬ 
leased from secure units or psy¬ 
chiatric hospitals who need a 
half-way house before being 
returned to the community. 

Thirteen staff look after six 
residents. Most are diagnosed 
schizophrenics, although some 
suffer from manic depression. 

“We help them to avoid re¬ 
curring breakdowns," says Mr 
Murphy. “Most people have a 
relatively short stay here - be¬ 
tween one and three months. 
We look at their illness but we 
also help them with their rela¬ 
tionships. We try to get to know 
them and get dose to them." 

During the day the patients 
are free to do what they like, 
whether that is attending a 
day centre, doing a job or sim¬ 
ply going out There is no cur¬ 
few and patients are trusted 
with their own medication. 

With patients just out of se¬ 


cure care, Mr Murphy admits 
there have been violent hid¬ 
den ts, but emphasises that 
they have been scarce. AD the 
staff carry alarms to alert their 
colleagues if an assault is tak¬ 
ing place. “It is a risky business 
and we are not complacent We 
need to give people a sense of 
security. If someone feels un¬ 
safe that is when they are more 
likely to attack someone else." 

Mr Murphy says the unit has 
not been used as a dumping 
ground for those who should re¬ 
ally be in hospital “but weVefdt 
there has been a danger that 
people will forget about them 
once they're here, because they 
know they’re in safe hands. 
We don't allow that" 

But his mejor problem is or¬ 
ganising funding for the unit, 
which takes up a large per¬ 
centage of his time. “It is ab¬ 
solutely ridiculous,” be says. “If 
someone comes to us in a cri¬ 
sis. they have to pay out of in¬ 
come support It works out at 
£6.91 a night. At times of crisis 
the last thing people want to do 
is be worried about money-es¬ 
pecially when you're dealing 
with people as deprived as the 
people we deal with.” 

Glenda cooper 
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Mike Murphy, manager of the National Schizophrenia Fellowship’s assessment unit in Harrow 
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‘Supervision might have saved my son’ 


Kevin Olley: Leapt from 
10th floor of hospital 


GRACE OLLEY says her schiz¬ 
ophrenic son Kevin might still 
be alive if he had been more 
closely supervised. She hopes 
reforms to Care in the Com¬ 
munity announced in today’s 
White Paper will prevent at 
least some of the hundreds of 
suicides that happen each year 
Most mental-illness victims 
are not those killed or harmed 
by sufferers but sufferers them¬ 
selves. Mr Olley, 26, leapt from 
the 10th floor of Lister Hospi¬ 


THE MOTHER'S STORY 


tal, Stevenage, Hertfordshire, in 
April In an earlier fell, from the 
sixth floor of a car park, he suf¬ 
fered severe facial wounds. 

A few minutes before his 
death Mrs Olley heard his so¬ 
cial worker ask a nurse at (he 
lister, where he was an in-pa¬ 
tient, to beep a dose eye on him. 
He had become furious during 
a meeting with his parents be¬ 
cause they had Med to bring 


him bis guitac The lister has 
been under scrutiny recently 
because seven in-patients kflled 
themselves in a six-month pe¬ 
riod ig) to last summer; 

Mrs Olley accepts there was 
a high risk her son would com¬ 
mit suicide. Before his first 
leap he had overdosed on 
painkillers and drun k bleach. 
One of the most stable periods 
in his four years of illness was 


when he was transferred to a 
secure unit at Fhirfields Hos¬ 
pital, near Letchworth, Bed¬ 
fordshire. There he could only 
leave the ward if accompanied 
byastaffec 

During his final stay at the 
lister he used to leave the 
hospital unaccompanied to visit 
a Mend in town. Mrs Olley 
said: “Wfe cant go back to Vic¬ 
torian asylums. But thane are 


people who need to be in an in¬ 
stitution-type atmosphere for 
some periods." 

An independent review was 
carried out into the seven sui¬ 
cides at the listen reporting in 
October It found problems with 
supervision and staff short¬ 
ages, and recommended im¬ 
provements. 

North Herts NHS TVust, 
which runs the Lister defend¬ 
ed its supervision of patients. 

NICHOLAS SCHOON 


Jonathan Zito, a 27 -year- 
old musician 
whose death 
on a London 
Tube platform 
led to the 
Foundation of 
the Zito Trust. 

He was stabbed in the 
head by Christopher Clunis 
in December 1992. 

Jonathan Newby; 

22, was working as a vol¬ 
unteer in the 
Grenians hostel for the 
homeless in Oxford. 

He was repeatedly 
knifed by resident 
John Rous in 
October 1993. 

Susan Crawford, 33. 

Was stabbed 
70 times by 
her boyfriend. 

Michael 
Fblkes. also 
known as 
Lukewarm 
Luke. In October 1994. 

He was an out-patient at 
the Maudsfey Hospital, 
London: the report 
following the inquiry into 
the killing was published 
last month. 

Christopher Edwards, 

30, who was on remand In 
Chelmsford Prison in No¬ 
vember 1994 on a minor 
breach of the peace 
charge. Stamped and bat¬ 
tered to death by his cell¬ 
mate Richard Linford, who 
had a tong history of men¬ 
tal illness. 

Arthur and Shirley Wilson, 

both 65. Strangled in their 
bungalow by their neigh¬ 
bour, discharged mental 
patient Jason Mitchell, 26. 
in December 1994, a few 
days after being released 
from St Clements Hospital, 
near Ipswich, to a halfway 
house. He then killed and 
dismembered his father. 
Robert Mitchell. 


Susan Hearman, 25. and 
her daughters Jufie-Anne, 
four, and Kylie Roberts, six. 
Killed when Darren Carr sec 
fire to their Oxford home 
in January 1995. 

She had hired him 
as a live-in child minder 
shortly after he had been 
discharged from hospital 
with a psychiatric disorder 
which was judged to be 
un treatable. 

Lin Russell, 45. and her 
six-year-old 
daughter 
Megan were 
killed in a ham¬ 
mer attack 
near their 
home in the vil¬ 
lage of Chillenden. near 
Canterbury, in July 1996: 
nine-year-old Josie Russell 
suffered severe brain dam¬ 
age. In October this year 
Michael Stone. 38, was 
found guilty of their mur¬ 
ders. He had a severe per¬ 
sonality disorder but it had 
been deemed untreatable. 

Carla Thompson, 57, a 

bom-again Christian who 
cook people with problems 
into her south London 
home. In January this year 
she was bludgeoned to 
death with a table leg by 
19-year-old Daniel Joseph, 
who had been diagnosed 
as suffering paranoid psy¬ 
chosis and had stopped 
taking his medication. * 

Her naghbour. 62-year-old 
Agnes Erume, was 
also battered but 
survived. 

Anthony Harrison, 63, a 

retired civil servant. He 
was stabbed to death in his 
Andover home in April this 
year by Christopher Mof¬ 
fat. a schizophrenic who 
had walked out of Bas¬ 
ingstoke's Parklands -i 

Hospital two months >j 

earlier, despite being under 
*15-minute observation'. 
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New test for cervical cancer on trial 


SCIENTISTS HAVE developed a 
new smear test which, it is 
claimed, could reduce die error 
•3* rate and avoid the blunders and 
scandals which have dogged 
the cervical screening service. 

The test, pioneered by sci¬ 
entists at Cambridge, is in the 
early stages of trials, but the 
Cancer Research Campaign 

(CRC) claims it could save hun¬ 
dreds of lives each year and re¬ 
duce the cost of the screening 
service. 

At a press conference yes¬ 
terday Frank Dobson, the 


by Glenda Cooper 
S ocial Affairs Correspondent 

Health Secretary, said that if full 
clinical trials supported the 
early results it would be intro¬ 
duced regardless of cost 

At present using the con¬ 
ventional Pap test, screeners 
have to look at around 300,000 
cells per smear which makes 
it easy to miss abnormalities. 

The new test works by using 
antibodies which home in on ab¬ 
normal cells in a conventional 
smear test A coloured dye is 


used to highlight the antibodies 
so that the abnormal cells can 
be identified more easily. 

The antibodies home in on 
protein molecules call Cdc6 
and Mcm5 which are only pre¬ 
sent cm cells which have the po¬ 
tential to replicate. “Healthy” 
cells should not be dividing. 

So far researchers have 
done a trial on 58 cervical 
smears and compared the find¬ 
ings of the new testwith the Pap 
test and/or a cervical biopsy. 

In this small sample the new 
test found abnormalities in 


three smears which had been 
diagnosed as normal by the Pap 
test. The three problem cases 
were then re-examined and 
shown to have low-grade ab¬ 
normalities on the smear. 
Biopsies revealed high-grade 
abnormalities in all three cases. 

The scientists say that in fu¬ 
ture the first level of screening 
could be carried out by com- 
puters, which would reduce 
the level of error and also free 
up screeners to examine more 
problematic smears. It is hoped 
that the clinical trials will be 


completed within three years. 

Gordon McVie. director gen¬ 
eral of the CRC. described it as 
"one of the most exciting re¬ 
sults" saying; "If large-scale tri¬ 
als prove successful I believe it 
could be an ideal solution to the 
mistaken cervical smear diag¬ 
noses which we have sadly 
heard so much about.” 

Last year a Department of 
Health report concluded that 
more than one in three labora¬ 
tories where cervical smear 
tests are examined failed to 
meet national standards. 


The screening service also 
faced criticism over the week¬ 
end when a report from the 
Public Accounts Committee 
said that there were still “sig¬ 
nificant failings" at every level. 

Mr Dobson said that the 
Government was determined to 
raise the reliability of cervical 
and breast cancer screening. 
“No test can be perfect but the 
standard in many places was 
simply not good enough,” he 
said. “The system was failing 
and the system is being 
changed. But this new devel¬ 


opment, if it proves effective 
and reliable, could make the job 
a lot easier by easing the task 
of cytology screeners and giv¬ 
ing a massive boost to the ac¬ 
curacy of the test" 

He added that “no financial 
considerations" would delay 
the implementation of the test 
if it proved a success in clinical 
trials. 

A spokeswoman far the NHS 
cervical screening programme 
said she welcomed any re¬ 
search which offered improve¬ 
ment "However any new test 


needs to be carefully assessed 
to ensure it is both clinically ef¬ 
fective and cost-effective," she 
said. “The CRC test is clearly 
in the veiy early stages of de¬ 
velopment and has so far un¬ 
dergone limited testing." 

Cancer of the cervix is the 
fifth most common cancer 
among women. The NHS 
screening programme was set 
up in 1988, and women aged be¬ 
tween 20 and 64 are called for 
a cervical smear every three to 
five years. Since 1988, deaths 
have fallen by a third. 
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Clegg tells 
of moment 
before firing 


private TJre clegg, the soldier 
jailed for the murder of a 
Belfast teenager in 1990, yes- 
.. terday defended his decision to 
fire at the stolen car in which 
she was travelling. 

In the first day of his re-trial 
over the killing, the 31-year-old 
paratrooper relived the frantic 
moments that led to the death 
of 18-year-old Karen Reilly. At 
one point he held an imaginary 
rifle in his arms to portray to the 
court how he fired at the car. 

The paratrooper, who was 
jailed for life but freed on li¬ 
cence in 1995, said be and his 
patrol had been warned that 
evening of the likelihood of ter¬ 
rorist attack before they set up 
a roadblock on the Glen Road 

He described how “bloody 
frightened" he had been on 
.^patrol in Northern Ireland es¬ 
pecially during periods of “high 
terrorist activity". 

The shots he fired were the 
first he had discharged in his 
five months of active service. 
His only other experience of 
weaponry had been during 
training. 

Clegg said he had been cer- 



,-£igg: Described being 
frightened on patrol 


By Matthew Brace 


tain the car had hit a colleague 
and described the moment 
when be opened fire. 

“I thought, ‘Bloody heQ, it has 
hit him’. When it had done that 
it came across to my side of the 
road. It was coming directly 
across to my position.” he said. 

The incident was over “lit¬ 
erally in a flash". 

“You are bloody frightened- 
in this environment unfortu¬ 
nately with high terrorist ac¬ 
tivity and we had been given a 
briefing by intelligence that it 
is imminent that PIRA (Provi¬ 
sional IRA) are going to attack,” 
he said. 

His defence counsel William 
Clegg QC, added that the para¬ 
trooper and his unit had not 
been told they were part of an 
operation to deter joy-riders, as 
that might have resulted in 
them lowering their guard. 

He also said Private Clegg 
was acting in defence of a fel¬ 
low soldier. 

“There was a genuine and 
reasonably held fear in the 
mind of Private Clegg that his 
patrol that night could be the 
target for terrorist attack," he 
said. 

“The anticipation of terror¬ 
ist attack had been intensified 
at an intelligence briefing given 
to this patrol that very 
evening,” said the QC. 

There was also the question j 
of Private Clegg's so-called 
Yellow Card training. 

“Wte were told there were sit-' 
uations on the yellow card that j 
would permit you, always de¬ 
pending on the circumstances, 
to open fire, and that if you 
acted in accordance with the 
rules and regulations of tbis yel¬ 
low card youwere bound by law 
to be OK" he explained. 

The trial continues. 
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The Titanic restaurant, whose opening has sparked a foodie fend between Marco Pierre White, top right, and Atlantic owner Oliver Peyton, below right Nicola Kurtz 


Marco’s Titanic: lawyers and PRs first 


IN KEEPING with its name and 
its owner’s reputation, the 
opening of the Titanic restau¬ 
rant was never going to go 
smoothfy- Marco Pierre White’s 
latest venture is already at the 
centre of a storm that has been 
brewing for the last month. 

The trouble, it seems, is the 
location. The Titanic sits above 
Oliver Peyton’s Atlantic Bar 
and GriH in what used to be the 
Regent Palace hotel off Pic¬ 
cadilly Circus in the West End 
of London. 


By Emma cook 


The two restaurants’ quar¬ 
ters are a little too snug for 
comfort. The Atlantic’s man¬ 
agement is getting increasingly 
irritated by confused customers 
thinking the two are connected 
“We’ve got nothing to do with 
them," said a spokesman. 

It is a food fight made in 
heaven: a clash of London’s top 
restaurateurs under one roof. 
Both favour an exclusive guest 
list - White’s restaurant wfll be 


open to all comers but the bar 
will be members only while the 
Atlantic's door is still jealously 
guarded by bouncers. 

Peyton's team may feel un¬ 
derstandably galled when they 
hear that a section of London’s 
most fashionable population is 
in the building, eating and 
drinking at another venue. 

A fortnight ago, Peyton, who 
also owns London’s painfully 
trendy restaurants Mash and 
Coast told the Evening Stan¬ 
dard’s Londoner’s Diary, “I 


am not happy with what Marco 
Pierre White has done." 

Yesterday a spokeswoman 
confirmed that Peyton had 
served a High Court writ on his 
landlords, the Granada group 
and Post House Hotels. Peyton 
argues that an exclusion clause 
in his lease prevents the land¬ 
lords from letting the property 
to another restaurant 

Sarah Canet, Peyton's 
spokeswoman, says, “We want 
to reiterate the fact that our dis¬ 
pute is not with Marco Pierre 


White. It’s not a feud. The dis¬ 
pute is between us. Granada 
and Post House Hotels: it’s 
about the lease and a term with¬ 
in it It’s Dot just to do with them 
bringing in Marco but about 
other things they're doing." 

Although both sides deny 
apy personal fracas, the division 
of the two camps seems par¬ 
ticularly marked, given their 
choice of PR representatives: 
each has hired one half of for¬ 
mer h usban d -and-wife team 
Alan and Elizabeth Crompton- 


Batt, who are now divorced. 

Yet as the Mayday martinis 
were being lined up last night 
both sides refused to be drawn. 

Alan Crompton-Batt acting 
for Marco Pierre White, said: 
“We haven't done anything 
wrong except for parking our 
tanks on Oliver's lawns. At 
least we respect the quality of 
what be does. And, yes, Marco 
and Oliver could easily sit down 
and have a beer together:'' Pre¬ 
cisely in whose restaurant he 
wouldn't say. 
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Want mortgage 
that saves you £21,000 
and puts you in control? 

If you're looking for a mortgage that you con adapt to meet your needs, here's an 
attractive solution. 

• Interest calculated daily, which means you can pay less interest and pay the loan 
off sooner. 

Oft Save even more time and money with our flexible repayment options by increasing 
your monthly repayments or making a lump sum payment. 

Oft GWe yourself a break from your payments when you need it. or use your mortgage 
to buy something you have always wanted, like a car (if you've paid more than the 
minimum repayments). 

(ft Variable interest rate of Just 7.45% (7.7% APR typical). 

Phone A Mortgage saves you time and money. For example, you could save £21826.35 
interest and repay 7 years and 4 months early by simply increasing your monthly 
repayments each year by 2.0% on a £60,000 mortgage. This is compared to our 25 year 
standard repayment mortgage for the same amount. Of course, it's up to you, you can 
control your mortgage to suit you. 

So. if you wont di the benefits of a flexible mortgage, call now. tines are open Monday 
to Friday 8.00am to 9.00pm, and at weekends from 9.00am to 6.00pm. 
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PHONE ^9 MORTGAGE § 

Call now 0800 783 85 83 | 
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Satellite 

predicts 

eruptions 

By Steve Connor 
S cience Editor 


SCIENTISTS HAVE for the first 
time predicted a volcanic erup¬ 
tion from space in a develop¬ 
ment that promises to 
revolutionise the monitoring 
by satellite of impending 
natural disasters. 

Ateam of geologists has used 
data from two orbiting satellites 
to detect the build up ofheat un¬ 
derneath a Guatemalan vol¬ 
cano seven days before it 
erupted on 20 May sending ash 
over Guatemala City. 

During the week before the 
eruption a computer monitoring 
the satellite data alerted scien¬ 
tists from the University of 
Hawafi to rising levels of heat ra¬ 
tion from the PacayavdcaiK), 
about 20 mOes from the city. 

Luke Flynn, a volcanologist 
from the university, said it was 
the first time satellites had 
been used to watch the events 
leading up to a volcanic erup¬ 
tion. “Wfe’ve never had a way to 
remotely monitor volcanoes for 
imp ending eruptions," be said. 

Dr Etynn said the system can 
also be used to monitor forest 
fires. “We are simply providing 
a widely accessible tool to view 
en^tions and fires in real time." 


LACOSTE 


Next lime you're planning a shopping 
excursion, why cruise the local shops when you 
could cruise the Channel to Calais f 

Gross from Dover on a comfortable car 
ferry, or hop aboard a hovercraft or catamaran. 

Wirt departures around every half hour 
it could prove quicker than queuing for a car 
park, .And you can indulge in duly free purchases 
from the minute you step on board. 

Browse in chic boutiques or pile your 
trolley in Calais’ famous hypermarkets. 

There arc savings to be made on everything 
from fashions to fine fragrances, chocolates to 
cheese, not to mention beers, wines and spirits. 

If you fancy a change, with change to spare. 
remember. 
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Sculptor Angela Conner checking her statue of Sir Noel Coward,which will be unveflecHodayby the Queen Mother 
at the Theatre Royal, Drury Lane, in London KaJpesh Lathigra 


Depressed asylum 
seeker kills himself 


AN INQUIRY has been 
launched after a Chinese asy¬ 
lum seeker was found dead 
while under special observation 
at a psychiatric hospital. 

lin Yan-Guang, 35, was dis¬ 
covered in his room by staff at 
Whriey Hospital in Brentwood, 
Esses. It was revealed yester¬ 
day that Mr 'San-Guang's fam¬ 
ily had borrowed up to £20,000 
to Him to Britain. He Had 
been in Britain a yeai; but de¬ 
pressed and unable to food 
work, he was admitted to War- 


put under special observation. 

“He was desperate. He kept 
holding on to me and crying," 
said Sophia Jones, a friend 
who visited him in hospital two 
days before he died. “He want¬ 
ed to go home but he knew he 
couldn’t, because his fondly 
had borrowed all this money to 
send him here. He knew he had 
to try and pay it back.” 

Barking, Havering and 


BY ANDREW BUNCOMBE 

Brentwood Hospital Commu¬ 
nity NHS Trust, responsible 
forWhriey Hospital said-MrYm 
Guang had been admitted in 
September “An inquiry is now 
underway.” said a spokes¬ 
woman. An inquest has also 
been opened and adjourned. 

Mr Yan-Guang was one of a 
growing number of Chinese 
citizens who are seeking asy¬ 
lum in Britain^ In 1992 there 
were just330applications from 
Chinese nationals, while in the 
first io mo nths of this year 
there were L310. Last year 
only 25 such requests for asy¬ 
lum were granted- 

Even sofiritors working on 
behalf of many of these cases 
admit the phancps of teem ob¬ 
taining asylum are-slim. Most 
flfthe cases arriving in Britain 
do not meet requirements 
laid down byThe immig ration 

authorities, yet hundreds of 


Qjlnese citizens continue to ar¬ 
rive _ at times this year there 

were up to 30 arrivals a week 
There is growing evidence 
many asylum seekers are 
paying up to-£20,000 to criM- 
naHe, known as “snakeheads , 
who promise to get them into 
the West, via “snaheroutes 

through Moscow or Bangkok. 

Pofice believe most of the re¬ 
cent asylum-seekers come 

from two Chinese towns in the 

eastern province of ffrjian. Ac¬ 
cording to a recent report com¬ 
piled by the Chinatown Liaison 
Unit of the Metropolitan Police, 
some of the Fbjianese immi¬ 
grants have formed their own 
gang?;, which have clashed with 
the already established Triads. 

“When these people get on 
the plane or bus or whatever 
they usually don’t know where 
they are going. It might be 
London, it might be New York," 

gaid a police source. “Before 

they arrive they destroy all 


their documents, so we cannot 

prove they are Chinese. 

Another problem *s_tbe 
growing incidence ***“»£ 
pings of asylum-seekers by 
rival snakeheads who then 
pboneup their families in Ouna 
to demand ransoms. 

"Here seam to be reports af 
such incidents every couple of 
months,” said Wah-FiowTan, a 
solicitor who works with Chi¬ 
nese asylum seekers. r . 

in the most recent incident 
of alleged kidnapping, fiveinm 
are said to have held three vic¬ 
tims hostage for up to a week 
before they were rescued by po¬ 
lice. Five people are due to ap¬ 
pear before Bow Street 

Magis trates today charged with 
fa7gi» imprisonment 

Meanwhile Mr Yhn-Guang’s 
family in China are hying to 
raise more money - this time 
so that his younger brother 
can come to Britain to collect 
his cremated remains. 
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‘Painless’ jab 
to compete 
with Viagra 


THOUSANDS OF impotent men 
could soon be able to boost their 
sexual performances by pain¬ 
lessly injecting a Viagra-type 
drug directly into the penis. 

A small pharmaceutical 
company yesterday revealed 
that it was dose to developing 
an “impotence kit” to compete 
with the diamond-shaped 
tablet in the $lbn (£600m) a 
year market for impotence 
drugs. 

The kit will indude a 
“needleless syringe” which 
uses a burst of helium to “in¬ 
ject" a dose of Alprostadil, an 
anti-impotence compound, di¬ 
rectly into the penis without the 
pain and the risks associated 
with “normal” injections. 

Alprostadil is a fast-acting 
drug-it can beused 10 minutes 
before sexual intercourse to 
achieve maximum results, ac¬ 
cording to doctors. 

Viagra users have to plan at 
least an hour ahead. 

Powdeiject Pharmaceuti¬ 
cals, the company behind the 
revolutionary treatment yes¬ 
terday said that preliminaiy tri¬ 
als of the syringe and the drug 
showed that it was “effective 
and well tolerated”. 

The company will start for- 


BY FRANCESCO GUEBRERA 

ther trials in March and it plans 
to launch the kit on the market 
by200L 

Paul Drayson, the chief ex¬ 
ecutive of Powdeiject said that 
Alprostadil w31 be targeted to i 
the th ousands of men who can¬ 
not take Viagra because of its 
side effects. 

It is estimated that around 
half of all men over the age of 
40 are affected by some form of 
impotence. 

However; around 20 per cent 
of sufferers are not allowed to 
take Viagra because of the 
risks of heart attack or damage 
to theirvision. 

Alprostadil is currently used 
with conventional syringes to 
trigger erections. However, ^ 
very few men use it regularly 
because it is a painful and 
frightening procedure. 

“No one likes to iqject their 
penis with a sharp needle”, Mr 
Drayson said. However; the 
Powderject method should 
minimise the risk and the pain. 

The company claim?; that 
the the needleless syringe is en¬ 
tirely pain-free and users feel 
no more than a “ sligh t war m-, 
mg up of the exposed area". 


In Brief 

First adult-to-adidt liver transplant 

SPECIALIST SURGEONS at a London hospital have 
successfully carried out Europe’s first aduit-to-adult liver 
transplant in an U-hour operation at Cromwell Hospital, 
43-year-old Mehry Shqjafs damaged liver was replaced 
with a section of her 19-yearold daughter Arezoo’s or gan 

Boy dies after crash at ski centre 

A 14-YEAR-OLD boy injured in an accident at an artificial 
ski slope died yesterday. Antonio Dispenza fractured his 
skull on Saturday at the Wycombe S ummi t Ski Centre in 
High Wycombe, Bucks. It is believed he suffered a cardiac 
arrest after hitting barriers at the foot of the slope. 

Tenth body exhumed in GP case 

POUCE INVESTIGATING doctor Harold Shipman, charged 
with murdering eight patients, exhumed another body the 
tenth so for. He is to fece magistrates again for committal 
proceedings to Crown Court on three murder charges. 

Jail term for Macmillan grandson 

the adopted grandson of the former prime minister 
Harold Macmillan was yesterday jafled for four years for 
possessing 100 kg of cannabis, valued at £300,000. Patrick 
Heath, 37, was arrested at his home in Bristol last March. 


Hami sh McRae 

The hereditary principle 
is dead; long live the 
hereditary practice 
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A Christmas Message \ 

Ste this time of year, our thoughts 
turn to odour friends who have 
generously supported our Oiospice 
during 1998. 'Jour donations have 
helped to bring care, confortand 
support to many patients and their 
faniUes again this year. 9day we 
Wish you ad a Very happy and 
peaceful Christmas. 

Sister Superior 

ST. JOSEPH’S HOSPICE 

MAKE ST. LONDON E 8 4SA 

_(Charity Ref-Np, 231323 ). 
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Hunger striker’s supporters prepare for his death 



AUsod Lawson, Horne’s next of kin, with supporters outside York District Hospital yesterday 


Kippa Matthews 


By Vanessa Thorpe 

BARRY HORNE, the impris¬ 
oned animal rights activist who 
has been on hunger strike 
since 6 October, was still able 
to speak a little last night, but 
is losing clarity of thought 
Supporters are now waiting 
for news of his death. 

Horae’s friend and daily vis¬ 
itor Alison Lawson, told sup¬ 
porters staging a 24-hour vigil 
outside the hospital that his 
condition had noticeably dete¬ 
riorated during the day. ‘’He is 
definitely worse,*’ she said as 
she left his guarded room at 
York District Hospital. “Barry 
is still conscious but he is not 
able to focus any more. 

Ms Lawson, Horne’s nomi¬ 
nated next-of-kin, added, “His 
spirits are amazingly high. His 
skin has changed colour now 
and his eyesight has virtually 
gone. The hearing in one ear 
has gone too and he can't hold 
down water any longer" 

Once he loses conscious¬ 
ness Horne's living will comes 
into force, forbidding nurses 
from feeding him as he ap¬ 
proaches his 63rd day without 
food. Bobby Sands, ’the IRA 
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Barry Horne: Said to be 
losing clarity of thought 

hunger striker, died in 1981 
after 66 days. 

Nevertheless, Horne is keen 
to hear press reports of his 
protest “He remains very op¬ 
timistic," said Ms Lawson. “He 
still hopes Labour wifl change 
their mind and announce a 
Royal Commission into ani¬ 
mal experiments." 

As Horae, a convicted fire 
bomber; lies struggling, for 
breath his supporters wait at 
the camp they have built, 
flanked by placards and 


posters. Some are carefully 
laminated and cany consid¬ 
ered arguments which high¬ 
light the Government’s 

urfiilfillpdpmrnisPS Oil animal 

rights. Other banners simply 
say “Don’t let Barry die for 
Labour’s lie". 

It will not be long before he 
foils into a coma," confirmed 
Brendan McNally, one of 
Horne’s former friends in the 
animal rights movement 

Another supporter. Sue 
Stone, has travelled to York on 
business and joined the vigQ for 
part of the day. She is angered 
by suggestions that she and 
Horae’s other supporters care 
about animals more than they 
do about people. “I don't think 
there is a choice. If you care 
about life you care about both," 
she said. 

Her view was not shared by 
a middle-aged pedestrian who 
said she helps raise money 
for the hospitaL “It's dis¬ 
graceful that people like you 
are prepared to threaten other 
people's lives with your at¬ 
tacks," she said. “Let him com¬ 
mit suicide if he wants to. You 
should all go home and do 
something usefuL" 
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Cigarette 
firms 
Tailed to 
alter tar’ 
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TOBACCO COMPANIES Galfa- 
her and Imperial Tbbacco have 
foiled for over 40 years to accept 
the obvious truth - that smok¬ 
ing causes cancer; the High 
Court was told yesterday. 

At the opening of a crucial 
stage in a compensation battle 
which has been brought by 52 
British lung cancer sufferers. 
Brian Langs tail QC said that 
. there was, by.1957, no doubt of 
.jjg the significant - health risk at- 
\ tached to smoking cigarettes. 

- Reputable research on to¬ 
bacco tar products in the fifties 
culminated in 1957with a report 
from the Medical Research 
Council, which concluded that 
cigarettes caused cancer. 

Mr Langstaff said that any 
responsible manufacturer 
would be aware of that and had 
a duty to alter its product so as 
to minimise the risk, He alleged 
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iology was available for the 
tar level in cigarettes to have 
been progressively reduced 
from well over 30mgs per cig¬ 
arette to no more than 10 mgs. 

The court is to hear eight test 
cases so that it can decide 
whether 36 of the 52 cases can 
proceed, despite the fact that 
the plaintiffs are “out of time" 
for failing to sue within three 
years oflung cancer diagnosis. 

The hearing, which paves 
the way for a fall trial - due in 
January 2000 - is expected to 
last two weeks, with a ruling 
from Mr Justice Wright ex¬ 
pected after Christmas. 

The hopes of the plaintiffs 
have been raised by a succes¬ 
sion of awards of damages 
against tobacco companies in 
the United States. But those vic¬ 
tories have been largely based 
cm state laws, which allow state 
governments to sue the tobac- 


by Ian Burrell 
H ome Affairs Correspondent 

co companies for the costs of 
treating the people they are 
deemed to have harmed. 
Dozens of individual cases, 
such as those being brought in 
Britain, have failed. 

Mr. Justice Wright must 
weigh the merits of the case 
and the balance of prejudice to 
either safe to decide whether to 
exercise Ms discretion, under 
the 1980 limitations Act, to 
allow the cases to proceed. 

Mr Langstaff said the eight 
had suffered injury because the 
cigarettes they smoked be¬ 
tween the Fifties and Seventies 
contained more tar than was 
reasonably safe or appropriate. 

As far as the plaintiffs were 
aware, neither of the companies 
involved-which between them 
had some 80 per cent of the 
market - had ever publicly ac¬ 
cepted that cigarettes caused 
lung cancer and that the risk 
rose with the tar content 

“Their position is not as¬ 
serting the contrary - but not 
accepting the truth of those two 
central planks. There has been 
a failure by both companies to 
accept the obvious." 

The hearing was adjourned 
until tomorrow. 

Next week a White "Paper wffl 
be presented to MPs which 

riairm tfiflt: riffang tfa* rvrnipflriipg 
are deliberately targeting 
young people. 

Government tactics to re¬ 
duce smoking among young 
people could include bringing 
forward a ban on billboard cig¬ 
arette advertisements by a year 

to 2000 . 

The European Union has 
ordered tobacco ads to disap¬ 
pear from hoardings by 2001. 


New ITV channel 
.j targets the young 
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ITV LAUNCHED its first new 
television channel since its own 
launch in 1955 yesterday. A 
channel in its own image onty 
more so. 

ITV2, whichwill be broadcast 
free as part of the ONdigital 
package as well as on cable 
channels, will concentrate on 
soaps, sport and quiz shows in 
an effort to attract ayoungar au¬ 
dience ftian its parent channeL 

The new channel will re- 
broadcast the main channel’s 
soap operas Coronation Street 
and Emmerdale at 10pm every 
night for those who might have 
missed them earlier and it will 
give such ITV stars as Tbevor 
McDonald and John Sucbet 
their own shows. There will 
also be a compilation pro- 
gramme called The Best of 
9 This Morning. 

Mr McDonald will host his 
own chat show and Mr Suchet 
will front a current affairs pro? 


By Paul McCann 
Media Editor 


gramme entitled Who? What? 
Wkjj? 

ITV also plans to exploit its 
ownership of the television 
rights to Champion’s League 
football and the Rugby World 
Cup to fay to encourage take up 
of the digital equipment needed 
to receive ITV2 and ONdigital. 
nVfapre(fictingtiiatlOimIfion 
homes will have (figital receiv¬ 
ing equipment by2005. 

Consumers will need a £200 
set top box and possibly a new 
aerial to receive the tfigital ver¬ 
sion of the channel ONdigital 
has struggled to get enough set 
top boxes into the shops since 
it launched last month. 

Much of the channel's own 
programmes will be low-budget, 
studio-based, such as game 
shows and a teenage mag a zine 
strand called Bed Rock. 
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CITROEN SAXO 
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Army life revived as Redwood goes through the motions 

^ a later design evolution of th 


QUESTIONS TO George Robertson 
began with some anxious enquiries 
about the effect of Territorial Army 
cuts on cadet forces, a dull subject 
but one that would have had a cer¬ 
tain Proustian force for anyone 
who has ever staggered across a 
playing field waving a football rat¬ 
tle to emulate the flanking fire of a 
Bren gun. Robert Wareing, for ex¬ 
ample, spoke for several MPs 
(mostly Tory) when he asked 
whether the minister had taken into 
account “the much greater enthu¬ 
siasm” that comes when cadets as¬ 
sociate with TA units. I found myself 
a little sceptical about this - the one 
Territorial Army officer I encoun¬ 


tered in my own compulsory cadet 
service being a man who had 
missed the height requirement for 
the regulars by the sort of margin 
that heel lifts cannot bridge. Hie 
only enthusiasm he generated was 
amongst those boys who took bets 
on how much equipment he would 
bring with him, crammed into a 
rucksack that towered at least a foot 
over his head. 

Once started, this train of mem¬ 
ories proved difficult to interrupt 
Later a Conservative backbencher 
pressed the minister on how he in¬ 
tended to retain ethnic minority re¬ 
cruits once they had been 
persuaded to join up. This was a 


coded reference to the fact that 
being used as an ad hoc lavatoiy 
brush by some Neanderthal in 
khaki doesn't give a very encour¬ 
aging notion of career prospects. 
But for me it also brought bade an¬ 
other memory I would have pre¬ 
ferred to remain buried - the image 
of the ablution arr angements an 
army training camp somewhere in 
the Scottish Highlands. The lava¬ 
tory here consisted of an immense 
day pipe with a row of openings 
along the top - something like a 
giant ocarina - on which costive 
cadets would perch. It sloped gen¬ 
tly from one end to the other so that 
the deposits of your comrades 


the Sketch 



THOMAS 

SUTCLIFFE 

would slide slowly past beneath you 
on a thin trickle of water as you 
attempted to overcome the 


paralysing rictus of the sp h i ncter 
brought on try this unnerving form 
of evacuation. 

I draft want to harp on about this 
nnnsiial piece of sanitaryware but 
it «lsn ramp to min d when I W3S 

watching John Redwood, glumly 

sedentary as Peter Manddson read 

out his statement on the future of 
the Post Office. Usually ministerial 
s tatem ents provoke more reaction 
from the opposition. Some partic¬ 
ularly noxious assertion will glide 
past and the relevant Shadow will 
leap up and shout the Parliamen¬ 
tary equivalent of “My God, that’s 
an absolute whopper!” Then after 
a bit of argy-bargy production will 


resume again But y^terday Mr 

Redwood waited until the last Redwocwp ^ enhanced Irony 

gaseous toot had faded ^d^^tures. Certainly some 

ushering in the start of a confident, k was necessary. It’s 

bright new dawn for the Pwt Of- instance, that the 

fice") before nsmg on the attack, clear; ^ the older model 

Encounters bebveen m Mm- statement 

demand Mr Redwood have taken ® ^^deUveredon time,” 

on the air of a genuine grudge inserting a brief 

mateh.asaiseofdirectan^omffii ri^te. Mr 

which is accentuated by their phys- ® ofiereda retaliatory 

ical similarities. Both men are tall Wndefano ofierea^^ 
and lean, dark-haired and narrow pos bon _ t£najed .Return 


it is possible at times to imagine umce ' ofits most alarming 
thpv have emerged from the same again ana <tf . 

^Sonlff-lS^Mandelson feature. It had no cham. 


Free meters 
will ‘help to 
protect poor’ 


MOVES TO introduce water me¬ 
ters free mil help to protect the 
most vulnerable members of 
society, the Government said 
yesterday, despite concerns 
that there could be a “flood of 
new meter users". 

Michael Meachec Environ¬ 
ment Minister, said measures 
to outlaw disconnection for 
non-payment of bills for home- 
owners, schools and hospitals 
would make it easier for users 
to opt for meters if they want¬ 
ed Opening the second reading 
debate of the Water Industry 
Bill he admitted a big increase 
of customers switching to me¬ 
ters could force up charges for 
other users but the rise should 
be “manageable" against the 
high costs incurred improving 
water: 

At present, 14 per cent of 
households have a meter, with 
2 per cent or 3 per cent switch¬ 
ing to them each year “The con¬ 
sequences for other charges 
will depend on the rate of 
switching, the characteristics of 
those for whom meters are in¬ 
stalled and the manner in 
which costs are apportioned be- 


WATER INDUSTRY BILL 

By Sarah Schaefer 

tween different customers,” 
Mr Meacber said. 

The measure would protect 
against big bills for families with 
three or more children on low 
incomes and people with med¬ 
ical conditions requiringa lot of 
watec “This is a relatively small 
but important and valuable Bill 
giving significant benefits to 
millions of people. It will protect 
vulnerable groups, prevent dis¬ 
connections and extend con¬ 
sumer choice, while enhancing 
conservation.” 

Despite the new policy on 
disconnections, this was not a 
“soft option" for those who de¬ 
liberately avoided paying bills, 
because a range of procedures 
would still be available to water 
companies, including calling 
in bailiffs or getting costs de¬ 
ducted direct from customers’ 
earnings. 

The Bill reverses plans to 
drop the basing of water 
charges on house rateable val¬ 
ues from 2000. 

Mr Meacher said ministers 


were not opposed in principle 
to basing ch ar ges o n winndii»w 
bands if such a system could be 
refined. They were willing to 
look at all future options and 
claimed, to Tory denials, that 
the March 2000 deadline 
showed the Conservative gov¬ 
ernment had planned to opt for 
compulsory water metering. 

But Simon Burns, Tory 
spokesman on the environ¬ 
ment, transport and regions, 

dismiss ed the Rill ac a “ missed 

opportunity”, because it would 
do “nothing” to enhance com¬ 
petition or benefit the water in¬ 
dustry and its consumers. 
“Much of this Bill formalises 
what many companies are al¬ 
ready doing when it could have 
been used to improve the ser¬ 
vices to consumers and im¬ 
proved the competition in the 
industry,” he said. 

Mr Burns urged the Gov¬ 
ernment to add provisions 
which would also exdude fur¬ 
ther and higher education es¬ 
tablishments, residential and 
private nursing homes and chil¬ 
dren's homes from the threat of 
disconnections. . . 







Stars of The End of the Peer Show* rehearsing at the Players’ Theatre in London yesterday for last night's performance to mark the retirement 
of Lord Rix as chairman of Mencap. From left, Lords Renton, Healey, Janner, Gisborongh, Rix, Montagu and Earl Alexander Neville Elder 


MPs want ‘family-friendly’ hours 


A COMMITTEE of MPs paved 
the way for reforms of parlia¬ 
mentary working hours yes¬ 
terday, despite fierce criticism 
by Betty Boothroyd, the Speak¬ 
er of the Commons. 

The all-party select com¬ 
mittee on modernisation of the 


Citibank Prtj’rs tfon John - The 1998 World Tour. 


What a performer. 

Giving 10 times more interest 
on your current account... 


House, chaired by Commons 
Leader Margaret Beckett, rec¬ 
ommended in a report that the 
House should introduce more 
family-friendly working hours 
and ex p er imen t with mo rning 
sittings on Thursdays. 

But Miss Boothroyd said 
such changes would limit pub¬ 
lic access to Parliament, cost 
more and damage her ability to 
do her job. 

The Government proposed 
bringing forward Thursday sit¬ 
tings bythree hours, to start at 
lL30am, with main buaness fin¬ 
ished at 7pm, rather than 10pm. 

The proposals, to be debat¬ 
ed next weekly the Commons, 


COMMONS REFORM 

by Sarah Schaefer 

would be implemented from 
January and run through to the 
end of the current parliamen¬ 
tary session nnt antirmn- 

Miss Boothroyd, in her sub¬ 
mission to the committee ear¬ 
lier this year; warned that some 
benefits of the change might 
prove “illusory” because they 
would have “adverse implica¬ 
tions for me, for Members, for 
the public and for the adminis¬ 
tration of the House." 

She warned that the chances 
for the public to visit the Com¬ 
mons would be cut to only Mon¬ 


day and Tuesday as a result and 
would be a “pretty thin fare for 
a people's Parliament”. 

Opening offices earlier 
would cost more and could 
pose problems if an early 
Thursday sitting followed a late 
Wednesday rising she argued. 

The change could also re¬ 
strict MPs’ opportunities to 
seek emergency statements, 
and her time to get fully briefed 
about the agenda and MPs' 
special interests in the subjects 
to be debated, with the “in¬ 
evitable result, sadly, of poorer 
service to Members". 

But the report made dear 
that while public attention was 


valued, the committee believed 
“the electorate expects its Par¬ 
liament to be a workplace more 
than a showplace". 

Tbe possibility of weekend 
and recess access was being 
“actively considered", it added 
while acknowledging that a 
“significant minority” of MPs 
making representations to it op¬ 
posed the change. 

The committee also rejected 
Miss Boothroyd's suggestion 
that the Commons meet for a 
number of five-day weeks with 
an occasional whole week when 
the House would not sit. saying 
Thursday morning sittings of¬ 
fered more advantages. 


Right to juries in question 



...the Citibank Current Account outperforms at least 4 major UK 
banks, giving you 4.0% gross interest and more: 

Free banking - no charges for your everyday banking transactions in the UK 
Free Internet banking 
Free £500 overdraft 

Free instant withdrawals at any of the 18,000 cashpoints in the UK 

Plus, you can call us 24 hours a day - free - giving you access to your finances 
round the clock around the world. 


Find us on http://www.citibank.co.uk 
or call on 0800 00 88 00 


Who Says A Bank Cani?vcc/<c£/foll> 


i ,.; s CJTtBANtmm - 


noie; Interest raze cmripartaan (as at November 1998) betw een Odbank Cwrera Account and Barcfey * Bank Account. Midland Bank Account, Hm Dkect Cheque 
Account, and NaiVNfasE Current As Accounc Rate b variable; olaAraJ and b the grass p&. rate on balances of £2.000 or more. Grass interest rate b the no payable 
not taking into accowit any deduction far femme tax at die low rata. Interest Is apfrfied and conqxxnded monthly (Bardws quarterly). Overdraft subject to soon with 
written cram quoatim anbtla on request and if only avafebte if you ur alary into Account Frte (ncemec bankfcw does not include the exist of modem ok. Account Opened 
with Qaanklimna t lonal pic, ftAjett»efigjbfcyRqgbBBred office: 336 Strand. London WC2R IHB.® Registered gademark of Cdbank NA. 


A BILL to end the automatic 
right for a trial by jury could be 
introduced this parliamentary 
session if time permits, it 
emerged yesterday. 

Ministers are drawing up 
proposals to reduce court time 
for such cases as petty crimes 
by ending jury trials. Sources at 
the Home Office said that the 
legislation, which is a manifesto 
commitment, could be “anoth¬ 
er rabbit the Government could 
pull out of its hat” if more leg¬ 
islative time is freed. 

The Government expects 
sufficient time will be made 
available because of its earlier 

Gordon 
Brown’s 
father 
dies at 84 

THE FATHER of the Chancellor 
Gordon Brown, died after col¬ 
lapsing on his way home from 
a trip to the shops in the snow, 
yesterday. 

The Rev John Brown, 84, a 
retired Church erf Scotland min¬ 
ister; was a few hundred yards 
from his home in Insch, Ab¬ 
erdeenshire. He was dead on 
arrival at hospital. 

Mr Brown lived with his wife 
Elizabeth - known as Bunty. 
The couple had three sons, 
Gordon, 47, John, 50, and An¬ 
drew; 42 

A spokesman for Mr Brown 
said the Chancellor learned of 
his father’s death yesterday 
morning. He said: “He imme¬ 
diately travelled up to Scot¬ 
land to make the necessary 
arrangements.” The Chancel¬ 
lor is due in tbe Commons for 
a debate on taxation tomorrow 
and for treasury questions on 
Thursday but it is unclear 
whether he would now attend. 


JUSTICE _ 

By Sarah Schaefer 

concession to reprieve nearly 
100 hereditary peers. 

“There is not necessarily a 
need for jury trials in all cases 
and ministers are presently 
working towards proposals 
which would speed up the jus¬ 
tice system," said the source at 
the Home Office. 

There are also suggestions 
that the law on complicated 
fraud cases could be altered, 
but the Government is con¬ 
centrating on proposals dealing 
with petty crimes, he said. 


The plans are another ex¬ 
ample of the Government’s ex¬ 
pectation that its willingness to 
keep 91 hereditaries in the 
Lords during the interim peri¬ 
od between stage (me and stage 
two of the reform will allow for 
more legislative time. 

Although Tory leader 
William Hague has repeatedly 
expressed his opposition to the 
Lords deal Lord Strathclyde, 
the party's new Leader of the 
Lords, has signalled that peers 
would vote for it 

Tb hamper peers' “guerrilla 
tactics" to delay legislation, 
the Government has offered to 


The House 






► i 

Basal 

• 

N 

► • 

■ ■ ■ ■ 


M 

VaaV 

M 

L* 

t f I f 

►« 

■ 

z 

AAA L 

► • 

£ 


Saddam ‘still blocking inspection 9 

SADDAM HUSSEIN was Still withholding impor tan t 
documents from UN weapons inspectors, the Secretary of 
State for Defence, George Robertson, warned. He said 
UNSCOM inspectors were building up to full strength and 
they would carry out a number of “key investigations" in 
the next few weeks. 

Euro campaign ‘propaganda’ 

THE GOVERNMENT was attacked for a “ dis ingenuous 1 " 
advertising campaign in preparing small businesses for 
the start of the euro. Calling for a National Audit Office 
inquiry, Andrew Robathan, the Conservative MP for 
Blaby, claimed it could fall into the category of 
“propaganda” and “abuse of public money" outlined in the 
Neill committee's report on standards in public life. 

Todays business 

Commons: Questions to Scottish ministers and the Lord 
Chancellor’s department. Road Traffic (NHS charges) 

Bill second reading. Short debate on rail fares. Lords 
Debate on strategic defence review. Police Act 
(Authorisation of Action in Respect of Property) (Code of 
Practice) Order. Police Act (Notification of 
Authorisations) Order. Debate on developments in Sudan 


consult all peers over Bills in 
the Queen's Speech so that 
any difficulties can be resolved 
in private meetings before they 
are debated in the Lords. 

As revealed in The Inde¬ 
pendent, Baroness Jay has 
written to Opposition whips 
and Lord Weatherill the chair¬ 
man of cross bench peers, to 
offer meetings with ministers, i 

Bills to create a strategic rail ml 
authority and a food standards 
agency - both regarded as 
“missing elements" of the 
Queen's Speech - are also like¬ 
ly to be introduced if legislative 
time is freed. 

Questions 

and 

Answers 

Flight row 

Ian McCartney, the Hade 
and Industry^ minister; took a * 
flight from Liverpool to V 

London costing more than 
£1,300 earlier this year Peter 
Mandelson disclosed. A 
private aircraft was 
chartered to get Mr 
McCartney from Liverpool to 
London in time for an urgent 
meeting in February, the 
Secretary of State for Trade 
and Industry said. 

HSE cash 

The Health and Safety 
Commission is to get an 
extra £23m government raah 
over the next three years, the 
Environment minister . 

Michael Meacher said. 

Defence pact 

George Robertson, Secretary 
of State for Defence, 
dismissed Tory claims that 
an Anglo French defence ^ 
initiative would undermine 
Nato as a “storm in the 
Europhobic teacup". 
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For sale: Modern British art, one careful owner 
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I ‘Prop, by Jenny Savflle, should get £10,000-15,000 

Literacy 
project of 
less value 
to poor 


CHILDREN TAUGHT reading 
by methods recommended by 
the Government made between 
eight and twelve months more 
progress than expected, but 
boys still lagged behind girls, 
according to a report published 
yesterday. 

The National Foundation for 
Educational Research says that 
pupils from the poorest back¬ 
grounds made less progress 
£gtban those from more affluent 
“homes - unlike a- literacy 
scheme in Scotland reported in 
The Independent yesterday 
which found the best results in 
the most deprived schools. 

The research looked at more 
than200 schools in the most de¬ 
prived areaswhich have been pi¬ 
loting the new national literacy 
strategy for two years. There 
were some big variations. Pupils 
at an inner-city school in New- 
«*stle notched up 35 progress 
■ v*nts on the reading scale con- 
paired with 15 points for a sim¬ 
ilar school m Liverpool. 

Overall, inspectors from the 
Office for Standards in Educa¬ 
tion, who issued their own report, 
found most pupils were making 
“vezy promising progress”. 

But David Blunkett, the Sec¬ 
retary of State for Education, 
said that the importance of 
phonics - teaching reading by 
matching letters to sounds - 
was stiD being ignored by near¬ 
ly half of primary schools. 

\ He added; “The secret is to 
.•accept what works, whether it 
upsets ideological comrcctions or 
not The national literacy strat¬ 
egy works. If we can ensure that 
the methodology is used in class¬ 
rooms throughout the country 
we will do a fantastic job.” 

The strategy introduced na¬ 
tionally this term, includes a 
daily literacy hour It is not 
compulsory but schools which 
choose not to use it must prove 


MILLENNIUM BUG WATCH 


PREVIOUS BUG Watches 
have pointed out how. there 
isn't enough food, money or 
petrol to cope if everyone 
suddenly decides to start, 
hoarding things towards the 
end of December 1999. But 
we may get some early indi¬ 
cations next year of how big 
the storm clouds will realty 
be when the clocks hit the 
double-A. Margaret Joachim, 
Year 2000 co-ordinator at 
systems company EDS, 
points to a few key dates, be¬ 
ginning with l January 1999. 

Some accounting systems 
operate a “rolling year” sys¬ 
tem to set renewal dates for 

insurance premiums or bank 

loans: they may crash trying 
to look beyond 31 December 
1999. Other dates could also 
trigger computer failure. 
April9is the 99th day of the 
year, September 9 would 
show up as 9/9/99. Program¬ 
mers (whose fault all this is, 
if you’d forgotten) often used 
a dump of 9s to indicate the 




end of;a file or an invalid 
record - Tike ‘don't do this 
any more’," Joachim, ex¬ 
plains. 

But if some systems 
crashes do happen early (es¬ 
pecially in January), it might 
be a blessing in disguise. 
“This will involve accounting, 
planningand budgeting sys¬ 
tems rather; than operational 
executing systems which 
carry out day-to-day busi¬ 
ness." says Chris Webster, 
head of year2000 services at 
the Cap Gemini consultancy 
“It will give you some expe¬ 
rience in spotting the errors 
and knowing how to deal 
with them.” 

CHARLES ARTHUR 


BY David Lister 

Arts News Editor _ 

TODAY, ONE of the age’s most 
successful and enigmatic col¬ 
lectors of contemporary art be¬ 
gins to off-load. Charles 
Saatchi, as influential in the 
Nineties’ world of pickled 
sheep as he was in the Eight¬ 
ies’ world of advertising, is 
selling 130 works by 97 young 
artists - more than 5 per cent 
of his £70m cutting-edge col¬ 
lection, which he bought for 
around £20m. 

Christie’s will be mounting 
the £lm sale - which includes 
Rachel Whiteread’s cast of the 
space around a kitchen sink 
and Jake and Dinos Chap¬ 
man’s fibreglass rendition of 
physicist Stephen Hawking in 
his wheelchair on a cliff - in a 
building next to Smithfield 
meat market. Perhaps the 
venue is appropriate, as one of 
Damien Hirst’s exhibits com¬ 
prises four cabinets containing 
jars of cows* internal organs. 

It is also true that when the 
likes of Hirst and Whiteread 
are off-loaded, alarm bells ring. 
Does the Saatchi sale have im- 
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Influential collector Charles Saatchi (left), and his 
protege, the installation artist Damien Hirst 


plications beyond his collection 
and signal the beginning of the 
end of the "Sensation" crowd? 

The prices paid today will 
give some due, but the demise 
of the Britpack’s fame and 
wealth is unlikely. Graham 
Southern, director of contem¬ 
porary art at Christie's, points 
out that Mr Saatchi is already 
buying up more works of the 
artists he is selling, and is 
mounting the sale to raise 
money for art schools. 

But the fact a sale of 5 per 
cent of one collection can give 




rise to such speculation - and 
include nearly all the key 
names in British contemporary 
art - shows how Mr Saatchi 
has cornered the market 
When the Royal Academy 
mounted its "Sensation" exhi¬ 
bition last yean every exhibit 
was from Mr Saatdii’s white- 
walled St John’s Wood gallery: 

Some detractors saw it as 
little more than a catalogue of 
London art school output circa 
1988. Others have questioned 
why. if he is a patron, he does 
not set up a "lending library”. 


According to the tradition¬ 
alist art critic Brian Sewell, 
“Utterly frivolous, brash, su¬ 
perficial, ostentatious, the au¬ 
thor of incalculable damage 
(Saatchi) is the collector for our 
time A century hence poster¬ 
ity will marvel not at his so- 
called works of art, but that we 
were so credulous and gullible.” 

David Barrie, director of 
the National Art Collections 
Rind, disagrees: “Saatchi's 
contribution should be wel¬ 
comed for stimulating debate." 
Most of Mr Saatchi's artists, 
too, are quick to defend him. but 
the abstract painter Sean Scul¬ 
ly, whom he collected in bulk 
then dropped, has said: “It’s in¬ 
correct to call it a collection. It 
is correct to caD it stock." 

It is a debate the 54-year-old 
collector rarely graces with an 
opinion. Only once, when he 
presented the Turner Prize to 
his protege Damien Hirst did 
he give an intriguing, and typ¬ 
ically soundbite, insight into his 
philosophy. Some of the art he 
collects appears, he said, to be 
"tasteless, cynical and un¬ 
couth, but I think it's because 
sometimes we all are”. 








‘Ubermensch’, by Jake and Dinos Chapman 
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BY JUDITH JUDD 
Education Editor 

to inspectors that their results 
are up to scratch. 

Chris Wbodhead, the Chief 
Inspector of Schools, said "We 
are convinced that the nation¬ 
al literacy strategy has brought 
significant improvements in 
the quality of teaching. The 
lack of understanding of phon¬ 
ics in some teachers remains 
the main obstacle to the sue- j 
cess of the literacy houc” 

Headteachers who failed to 
take an active interest in liter¬ 
acy and lack of support from 
local authority advisers also ac¬ 
counted for poor progress in 
some schools, he said. 

Asked about the report in The 
Independent about research in 
Scottish schools showing that 
“synthetic phonics” was more 
effective than the “analytic 
phonics” of the national litera¬ 
cy strategy Air Wbodhead said 
that the strategy contained 
some "synthetic phonics”. 

Ibny Blair told a conference 
on phonics in London: "No 
teacher sets out to fail a child. Wfe 
nevertheless have a situation 
where nearly 30 per cent of 11- 
year-olds have failed to reach the 
reading standard expected of 
their age and half of li-year-old 
boys have serious problems with 
their writing." Successful 
schools, headded, placed a prop¬ 
er emphasis on “spelling, gram¬ 
mar and, not least, phonics”. 

Nigel de Gruchy general sec¬ 
retary of the National Associa¬ 
tion of Schoolraasters/Union of 
Women Tfeachers, said: "The 
project, like all pilots, was much 
better resourced than the actu¬ 
al introduction. Therefore, care 
must be taken when interpret¬ 
ing the results.” 

Leading article. 
Review, page 3 


Sainsbuiy s Cheeses. 
Give a present with mor 
taste this Christmas. 
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Prison governors must wear uniform 


FOR THE first time in their cen¬ 
tury-old history, prison gover¬ 
nors are to be made to dress in 
uniform to reduce simmering 
jealousies among jail staff. 

Richard Tilt, the director 
general of the Prison Service, 
believes that making all of the 
12,000 non -uniformed prison 
staff dress in official garb will 
help to heal rifts between them 
and prison officers. 

But the move was promptly 
criticised by the governors. 


BY IAN BURRELL 
Home Affairs Correspondent 

who said they would rather 
wear suits, and by prison re¬ 
formers who feared it would put 
jails on a more military footing. 

Stephen Shaw, director of the 
Prison Reform Trust, said: 
“One of the thing s that we have 
got away from is the idea that 
the Prison Service is some sort 
of military operation and any 
form afunifonn which smacked 


Warfare may 
be bad for 
your health 


THE APPEAL of charging 
around a muddy field in leather 
breeches, waving an ancient 
musket, may not, he immafiatety 
apparent. But25,000grown-ups 
spend their weekends doing 
just that re-enacting the blood¬ 
iest confrontations in military 
history. 

The problem is that, some 
people get carried away in the 
heat of battle, and 17th-century 
weapons can be lethal if handled 
carelessly. One moment you're 
loading gunpowder into a can¬ 
non; the next one of your fingers 
has been blown off 

Yesterday, the Health and 
Safety Executive (HSE) turned 
its attention to this hazard and 
issued a booklet of guidelines 
for the 80 historical societies 
that have sprung up around 
Britain. It gives advice on issues 
such as maintaining weapons, 
storing explosives and keeping 
crowds at a safe distance. 

The HSE wants to instil a 
sense of responsibility in the 
growing numbers of people 
who enjoy playing soldiers in 
their free time. But to prove that 
it is not a killjoy, it arranged for 
a Napoleonic cannon to be fired 
in the background as the book¬ 
let was launched. 

The setting was Hoghton 
Hall, in Lancashire, a rallying 
point for Cavaliers at the out¬ 
break of the CM War in 1642. 

Speaking in the house's 600- 


by Kathy Marks _ 

year-old baronial hall, Alan 
Duckworth, the HSETs chief 
inspector of explosives, warned 
that the re-enactment of histo¬ 
ry could be a dangerous activ¬ 
ity. He gave a blood-curdling list 
of the kind of accidents that can 
happen. Earlier this year for in¬ 
stance, a woman in Yorkshire 
had part of her hand blown off 
as a cannon that she was 
preparing to fire discharged it¬ 
self prematurely. 

In 1996 several members of 
the public watching a display in 
Humberside were taken to hos¬ 
pital after an artillery piece 
was fired at excessively dose 
range. The same year a spec¬ 
tator in Yorkshire was injured 
after a cannon’s powderkeg 
exploded 

The guidelines were wel¬ 
comed by long-established 
groups such as the English 
Civil War Society and the 
Napoleonic War Society. They 
say their safety standards are 
high and suggest that some of 
the newer organisations maybe 
less meticulous. 

Michael Lawson, of the 
American Civil War Society, de¬ 
scribed the booklet as a “high¬ 
way code” for battlefield 
enthusiasts. According to the 
HSE, the danger lies not so 
much with the replica cannon, 
muskets, pikes and pistols that 


of the paramilitary would be an 
extremely retrograde step." 

But. writing in Prison Ser¬ 
vice News , Mr Tilt said he had 
gradually come round to the 
idea of every prison employee 
wearing uniform. 

He said: “Ten years ago if 
someone had asked me, I would 
have said no I do not want to ex¬ 
tend the use of uniform. I would 
now say that the benefits of hav¬ 
ing everybody in uniform would 
outweigh the disadvantages 


and I would be in&vour of a 
fixity uniformed service." 

Prison officers have recent¬ 
ly been resentful of what they 
see as a lack of support from 
governors over their claims 
for better pay and conditions. 

Mr Tilt said: “I think we 
continue at establishment level 
to have stupid arguments and 
disputes between different 
‘classes’of staff It causes a lot 
of anguish and wastes a lot of 
effort, so putting everyone in 


uniform must be quite heipfuL" 

The proposals could affect 
prison psychologists, adminis¬ 
tration staff and teachers as 
well as governors. 

The first prison governors 
were established in the 1890s. 
They have never worn a 
uniform, although the 1995 re¬ 
port into jail security by General 
Sir John Learmont suggested 
that a fully-uniformed service 
might help to prevent a repeat 
of the Whitemoor and 


Rarkhurst break-outs. The idea 
has so far been resisted, with 
the 1,050 governors in Eng¬ 
land and Wales prefemng a 
business look, epitomised by 
actor Janet McTeer in Lynda 
La Plante's television drama. 
The Governor. 

David Roddan, general 
secretary of the Prison Gover¬ 
nors’ Association, sai± “I think 
that any governor who needs a 
uniform in order to let people 
know their rank isn't doing 


their job property. They should 
be out aod about in the prisons, 
well-known by staff and pris¬ 
oners alike." , 

At Gien Parva young of¬ 
fenders'institution, reaction to 
the proposals was mixed. One 
uniformed officer said it was a 
good idea, claiming that some 
governors walked the landings 
in “jeans and t-shirts”. 

But Rob Watts, who works m 
the supply office, said' “I am def¬ 
initely against a quasi-mill tary 



American Civil Whr Society members outride Hoghton Hall, Lancashire, at the launch of the HSE safety guide for historical societies Bob Collier 


are used to re-enact such fa¬ 
mous conflicts as the Battle of 
Naseby, although the weapons 
themselves can be tempera¬ 
mental “It’s the gunpowder 
that is the main problem,” said 
a spokeswoman. “Ybu get some¬ 
one loading a musket, they ram 
the stuff in, it misfires and then 


goes off in their face “These 
people are so intent on repro¬ 
ducing the battle in the mast au¬ 
thentic detail that sometimes 
they lose all rational thought 
processes. It is then that acci¬ 
dents will happen." 1 
The societies say their mem¬ 
bers often sustain bruises dur¬ 


ing battles and occasionally 
broken bones. Other; more un¬ 
usual mishaps occur too. Afew 
years ago a detachment of pike- 
men severed overhead cables 
and cut off the electricity to the 
Dorset town’of Sturminster 
Newton. 

One wonders what William 


Annetts would have made of the 
HSE booklet 

Mr Annetts, a colonel-in- 
chief of the Sealed Knot Soci¬ 
ety, one of the main Civil War 
groups, suffered a variety of 
“war wounds" during his many 
years of service. 

On one occasion, it took a 


nurse 11 weeks to extract a 
four-inch pellet from his thi gh 
after he shot himself in the leg 
at a “battle” in Jersey. 

When Mr Annetts died ear¬ 
lier this year his ashes were, in 
accordance with his final wish¬ 
es, discharged to the winds 
from a 17th-century cannon. 


uniform such as the police o^ 

army wear.” _ 

Jackie Burrows, a psychol¬ 
ogy assistant said: “If I had to 
yjgar a uniform I would lose 

some of the advantages Ihave 
over uniformed staff m that the 

prisoners would be Iras fikety 
to talk to me. It wouldn't mat- 
ter what the uniform looked 
{ike. it would still be a uniform 
and I think I would lose the re- 
lationship I have with a lot of the 
prisoners." 

Pupil, 16, 
sues store 
for unfair 
dismissal 

by Ca thy Comekford 

a SIXTH former who made 
legal history yesterday as the 
youngest person to take a com¬ 
pany to an industrial tribunal is 
claiming she suffered racial 
disc rimina tion by the super-^ 
market chain, Sainsbury’s. ™ 

Celeste Shirley, a 16-year- 
old A-level student at Richmond 
College in London, was sacked 
in July from her part-time job at 
the chain's Chiswick store. She 
was accused of credit card fraud 
following eight queries by cus¬ 
tomers over transactions made 
on her till Ms Shirley, from 
Acton in west London, who is 
hlacb, is Haiming discrimination 
and wrongful dismissal 

The tribunal in central Lon¬ 
don was yesterday told by Ms 
Shirley’s counsel Gazi Khan, 
that white staff under similar 
suspicion were not disciplined. 

Jason Galbraith, for Sains¬ 
bury’s. said the suggestion wa^ti 
“outrageous” and added: “Thai 
simply is not the case." 

Mr Khan said: “There is a 
strong comparison in the action 
taken a gains t white people and 
black employees." Tribunal 
chairman Michael Rabin asked 
whether he truly meant what he 
said. “White people are at lib¬ 
erty to defraud and steal from 
Sainsbury’s because they will 
not take action - Is that Mat 
you are suggesting?” he asked. 
“That is quite an extraordi¬ 
nary statement" it 

The tribunal was adjourned* 
until April 
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Enjov peace or mind. 
For just £11 a month. 


£100,000 life cover for 25 years 



Female-- 35 next birthday 

Male - 35 next birthday 

Scottish Widows 

£1L00 

£16-50 

Virgin 

£1182 

£18.70 

Guardian 

£1310 

£19.60 

ecu 

£15.50 

£2100 

Norwich Union 

£iaio 

£16.60 


Source: Moncyfacts as or 10/98- Shams examples of the monthly premiums applying rn 
companies quoted, level term imunnoe 100.000 Hfe ccwer}, assuming acceptance at onhnaiy 
(noo-smoker) rates. Premiums vary «bh terms, sums assured, age, sex and smoker (out 


A life assurance policy chat coses very little. A company that’s been around since 1815. 
Expert advice when you call. Plus a £10 Maries & Spencer Gift Voucher when your 
application is accepted before 31 December 1998. in short, every reason 
to call Scottish Widows for your personal illustration right now. 

Call now on 

0345 6789 10 

Quo ting Reference Number: 412DP3 

s corn s h w p o ws 

www.4cottfahwldavrsxa.uk 


For yaux protection your ails to Scottish Widows may be recorded or monitored. Company No Z2 Incorporated by Act of Parliament and having its principal 
office in the United Kingdom at 15 Dalkeith Rood, Edinburgh, EHl# 5BU, Td; 0l3l 655 6000. Scottish Widows' Fund and Life Assurance Society, a mutual 
company, fa a member of Scottish Widows* marketing group, and Is a specialist In life assurance and pensions. Regulated by the ftrsonal Investment Authority. 
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NICKY LETS YOU BE ANYONE YOU WANT 
TO BE THIS CHRISTMAS." 


I found Nicky Clarke’s Flexi-Stylers so easy to use. letting me hang loose, get tight or be anyone 
J want to be Unlike ordinary electric curlers. Nicky's Flexi-Stylers are long and flexible giving 
me more room to create perfect curb and waves. Nicky Clarke Hairomatherapy Style and 
Shine Serum gives me long-lasting style and unbeatable shine. A free trial size comes with 
your set of Flexi-Stylers. Nicky Clarke Hairomatherapy. The essence of beautiful hair. 

FIBH-STYLEHS «HE AVAILABLE AT AR00S. ROOTS. CURRrS AND OTHER LEADING RETAILERS AND MAH QR0FR C MAftl«„« 
HAIRQMATHERAP* PRODUCTS ARE AVAILABLE AT BOOTS. SUFERDRUG AND ALL LEADING BBOtERY CHEMIST AND DRUG RETAILERS 
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Surveyors hail 
revolution in 
house buying 



Crowded conditions in intensive farming can result in tbe rapid spread of disease - one reason why antibiotics are needed Pete Addis 


Over-use of farm antibiotics i 
‘a threat to human health 5 


THE GOVERNMENTS prop¬ 
osed reforms to overhaul the 
housing market received a 
broad welcome yesterday, but 
there were also warnings that 
they may not be the cure-all 
they have been held up to be. 

The measures, in a consul¬ 
tation paper; are intended to 
make home-buying cheaper, 
simpler and quicker They will, 
it is claimed, get rid of much of 
tbe time-consuming but routine 
work before negotiations begin, 
and also go some way towards 
stopping gazumping. 

Among the proposals is a 
Seller’s Pack in which the ven¬ 
dor would provide a survey for 
the potential buyer, and en¬ 
couragement to lenders to 
speed up Loan applications, 
with a proposal that 80 per 
cent should be processed with¬ 
in two working days. 

The Royal Institution of 
Chartered Surveyors <RICS> 
welcomed the move, saying 
that putting the onus on sellers 
to carry out surveys would 
mean them making a serious 
commitment to selL Instead of 
inflating prices it should lead to 
more realistic ones with the 
cost of repairs being taken into 
consideration. 

And the resulting, fester sys¬ 
tem. said the RICS, should 


By Kim Sengupta 


greatly reduce stress, the pos¬ 
sibility of acrimony between 
buyers and sellers, and the 
likelihood of deals collapsing. 

Louis Armstrong, the RICS 
chief executive, said: “This 
signals a revolution in house 
buying. Most of the ills of the 
current system, including 
gazumping, stem from the 
length of time it takes to move 
from acceptance of an offer to 
exchange of contracts. 

"These improvements go a 
long way to minimising the 
delays that can make house 
buying so stressful." 

But the Council of Mortgage 
Lenders iCML) responded that 
the intended speeding up of the 
process may not take place. Tie 
CML would still strongly advise 
buyers to get their own surveys 
done and would still insist on a 
full valuation. It also warned 
that sellers may try to recoup 
the cost of the survey with a 
higher price. 

A number of building soci¬ 
eties also warned that the extra 
cost of a survey may make 
some sellers wary about 
putting their properties on the 
market, and the proposals may 
introduce “new hurdles". Sell¬ 
ers will be asked to pay for sur¬ 


veys with no guarantee of a sale 
at the end. 

Sue Anderson of the CML 
said: “Obviously we support 
the principle that potential biry- 
ers can get access to informa¬ 
tion at an earlier stage. But the 
vendor is going to want to see 
the cost of the survey recouped 
in the price they are charging 
for the house. 

“Prom the lender’s point or 
view we would still require a 
survey to be done. This could 
leave us with a situation where 
the vendor has a surveyor 
going around, followed by 
another who has been sent to 
reassure the lender." 

There is a further potential 
problem, said the CML, that 
some unscrupulous sellers may 
try to secure the most favour¬ 
able. and not the most exhaus¬ 
tive. survey. 

Two major building soci¬ 
eties. the Halifax and Nation¬ 
wide. echoed these concerns. 
Alison Roberts, spokeswoman 
for the H alifax , said: “Many sell¬ 
ers will be unwilling to pay for 
surveys." 

Steve Blore, of the Nation¬ 
wide Building Society; added: 
“The start-up costs of selling 
homes will be in excess of £500 
with no guarantee that the 
property will be sold." 


THE ROW over food safety 
reared its head again yesterday, 
as a report revealed the vast 
use of antibiotics in farming and 
said the practice could threat¬ 
en human health. 

The massive increase in the 
use of antibiotics in pig and 
poultry fanning could be pro¬ 
ducing drug-resistant bacteria 
Which Can paSS from animal s to 
humans, the Soil Association 
said yesterday. 

In the first of four reports, en¬ 
titled Use and Misuse of An¬ 
tibiotics in UK Agriculture, 
the organic-ferming pressure 
group claimed that use of tetra¬ 
cycline, one of the most popu¬ 
lar antibiotics, has risen by 
1,500 per cent in 30 years. 

PenidUin-type drug use has 
increased by 600 per cent over 
the same period, it said. 

Ftears of the risk to human 
health have prompted calls 
from Sweden for a Europe- 


By Cathy Comerford 

wide ban on four antibiotics 
used in animal feed A decision 
is expected from the European 
Union's Council of Ministers on 
14 December. But the associa¬ 
tion said that this would not go 
Ear enough, and feared it would 
lead farmers to double the 
amount of other antibiotics 
which they use. 

The association is calling 
for a ban on all non-medical use 
of antibiotics in agriculture and 
more careful monitoring by the 
Government 

It also accused fanners of ig¬ 
noring the feet that supposed¬ 
ly harmless feed additives 
allowed under EU regulations 
all have some power to control 
disease. It said “Until now the 
industry has kept very quiet 
about this, since to openly 
admit the therapeutic value of 
growth-promoting antibiotics 


would be to expose the fie 
behind the whole industry.” 

Richard Young, the cam¬ 
paigns and policy co-ordinator 
for the association, said: “Ap¬ 
parently harmless feed addi¬ 
tives-even just lOOg per ton- 
can encourage bacteria to be¬ 
come resistant to antibiotics. 
These then pass to humans 
through food or even through 
handling uncooked food" 

Mr Young said the develop¬ 
ment of drug-resistant bacteria 
posed serious dangers for hos¬ 
pital patients who may have 
poor immune systems or who 
already have an infection for 
which drugs have become 
ineffective. 

In food he said, thedangeris 
of an increase in drug-resistant 
salmoneQas, caused by the use 
of therapeutic drugs in livestock 
production. 

The basic food for any do¬ 
mesticated form animal can 


never reproduce the varied 
diet its ancestors would have 
found in the wild so supple¬ 
ments are needed 
Pigs, for instance, are unable 
to produce the amino adds 
they need for growth from a 
purely cereal diet, so fish meal 
and soya protein are added 
Next comes the “designer" 
aspect of modem forming, such 
as tiie modern consumer’s de¬ 
sire for lean meat Meat pro¬ 
duced naturally is marbled with 
fat But fat. which is concen¬ 
trated energy, takes a long time 
to produce. So, if cattle are fed 
growth hormones they add 
musde quickly, just as athletes 
do, without fat having time to de¬ 
velop. The result is lean steak, 
but also controversy, as with 
steroid-taking sportsmen. 

In the EU, growth hormones 
in livestock production were 
banned in 1986, but they are still 
used in the United States and 


in other countries which export 
large quantities of meat. 

Intensive fanning causes 
problems by keeping animals, 
or birds, in a confined space, 
aiding the rapid spread of dis¬ 
ease. This is also why antibi¬ 
otics have become an everyday 
addition to form diets! 

Peter Rudman. the animal 
health and welfare advisor for 
the National Farmers Union 
said: “The report seems to be 
based on a a large number of 
misconceptions. 

"It seems to focus on con¬ 
cerns about illegal use of an¬ 
tibiotics and -we cannot defend 
anyone using substances ille¬ 
gally. We are supporting the 
commission proposal Ion ban¬ 
ning four named antibiotics! but 
we think it should be done 
slowly otherwise it would cause 
harm to the animals. Let’s look 
carefully at it It has to be a 
gradual process." 


WHO WILL BENEFIT FROM NEW RULES? 


The buyers 

It cook Mark and Susan 
Wilkinson 10 weeks to find a 
flat and to get ready to ex¬ 
change contracts. But at the 
tast minute they lost the fiat 
to a bid £4,000 higher than 
theirs. Under the new pro¬ 
posals their mortgage would 
have come through faster, 
and they would not have 
lost the money they spent 
on a survey, which, with 
other costs, came to around 
£650. 

The sellers. 

The fiat the Wilkinsons tried 



to buy was sold to someone 
else because the vendor said 
they were taking too long. 
Under the plans there is less 
chance of this, and vendors 
will have to pay for surveys. 

Tbe lenders 

The mortgage companies 
say they welcome speeding 


up the transaction but some 
of the proposals, they say. 
will not have the desired 
fast-track effect. Most mort¬ 
gage lenders would still have 
strongly advised the Wilkin¬ 
sons to have their own sur¬ 
vey carried out. 

The estate agents 

They should have a faster 
turnover of properties and 
thus greater trade under the 
new rules, according to the 
proposals. However, many 
appear wary of the added 
cost that will be passed on 
to the vendor. 




FLAT RATE CALLS - 24 HOURS 

A DAY, 7 DAYS A WEEK 

One.Tel offers low cost international calls from your home 
or business phone, 24 hours a day, seven days a week. 
There is no pre-payment required and you don't even have 
to change telephone companies. Call us now to register on 
0800 092 8788 between 8am—8pm, Monday to Friday or 
10am-4pm at weekends. Once you are registered simply 
dial 1878 from your touch rone phone in front of the 
international number you wish to call. It couldn't be easier. 



One.Tel») 

100% Telephone Co. 



0800 092 8788 


Not applicable » calls made to or from Mobile phones. AH rates are correct at time ol publication and can change at any time. AH prices include VAT. 


Latest DVD PC with colour 

printer and free 


scanner 


With nothing 
to pay until the 
Year 2000. 

What a package! The superb 
graphics quality and outstanding 
storage capacity of DVD. 

A brilliant Lexmark printer. Genuine 
top quality Microsoft software worth 
£830. Plus a free colour scanner. 
And you don't need to pay a penny 
until the Year 2000 (see details 
below). How do we do it? Simple. 

By making and selling direct, we 
give you the latest technology at 
unbeatable prices. See this great 
value PC, and other systems from 
just £599, at your nearest Tiny 
showroom. But make it quick. 

An offer like this 

can’t fast long. 




512K CPU Cache 


64MB Fast SD RAM 100MHz _ 

6.4GB Utt/a DMA IDE Hard Desk Drive 

15* SVGA Colour Monitor _ 

8MB AGP 3D Accelerated 

Graphics Card _ 

DVD ROM Drive (compatible with CD) 

Creative Labs Soundblaster 
64 Wavetable Integrated Sound plus 
Tiny CPR50 Stereo Speakers_ 


Lexmark 1100 Colour Printer 
FREE Flatbed Colour Scanner 

FREE Trial BT UneOne Internet Access 

Windows 98 _ 

Over £830 of Microsoft & Other Software 



Joystick 




Voice Fax/Modem v.90 56Kbps 




; : 0 




Improved 
Graphics «nh 
yeater storage.! * 
The technology/ 3 
of the future. 
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Lexmark 1100 Colour.Printer I FREE Ffaf bed Colour Scanner 


0800783 4576 


DVD ROM DRIVE 


The burn MurosoR . ..tTSpSJSS!' 
Home EntoitiiinmenJ 
and Dorbne. 

Educational nu« - 
Complete wth 
back-up dnis 


Soft wore’wo»rf bvcr'C830 




86 SHOWROOMS NATIONWIDE 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WE£K* 


ABERDEEN 

AUWNCHflM 

BELFAST 

BDKENHEAD 

BIRMINGHAM 

BMJON 

BRADFORD 

BRIGHTON 

BRISTOL 
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THE BIGGEST PC MANUFACTURER IN THE HIGH STREET 




TINY COMHUTBM LIMmO, IflSiUU «UStt«5S r*BK, BOMEHURaT «OMJ, SALFOaPS, 

aunrr am arm. fox oun ia»K wwwtbiy.com _ 
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NOTHING TO PAY UNTIL THE YEAR 2000 - NOT EVEN A DEPOSIT 
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--- HUMAN RIGHTS 

Guest list row spoils 
Paris celebrations 


BY JOHN LICHFIELD 
in Paris 


HUMAN RIGHTS may be uni¬ 
versal but politics are endless. 
France is putting on a big effort 
this week to commemorate the 
50th anniversary of the univer¬ 
sal declaration of human rights, 
signed in Paris a half-century 
ago this Thursday. It has also 
been caught out trying to ap¬ 
pease some of the most stub¬ 
born violators of the declaration. 

His Holiness the Dalai Lama 
will be lunching at the Elys€e 
Palace today. Was he on Pres¬ 
ident Jacques Chirac's original 
list of guests? The French 
press and sources close to the 
Tibetan political and spiritual 
leader say that he was not, be¬ 
cause Paris did not want to 
upset China 

The Elysde, choosing its 
u-ords carefully, insists the Dalai 
Lama was invited to the Presi¬ 



Bruce Springsteen and Peter Gabriel will rock for rights 


dent’s lunch for Nobel prize-win¬ 
ners without specifying when 
the invitation was issued. The 
suspicion is that the letter was 
sent out only after the snub was 
noticed by the press and human- 
rights groups, prompting other 
Nobel laureates to threaten to 
boycott the lunch. 

The kerfuffle illustrates the 
delicate approach - at once 
demonstrative and secretive - 


chosen by France to celebrate 
the anniversary. There will be 
an ofiraal ceremony on Thurs¬ 
day at the Palais (teChaillot, the 
scene of the signing of the de¬ 
claration 50 years ago. The 
names of the foreign guests and 
even the speakers for the cer¬ 
emony have been kept private, 
to avoid advance embarrass¬ 
ment or reprisals. Some cele¬ 
brated rights activists, who had 


been promised they could at¬ 
tend, had still not received 
their invitations yesterday. 

The Official TV pn^h 

celebration has been jarred by 
the noisier approach of a 
consortium of human-rights 
groups, which is holding a two- 
day conference in the same 
btdkfing starting today, 
called “&Lats g&i&TtwT, or par¬ 
liament of human rights, will be 
attended by 300 of the most mil¬ 
itant defenders of rights around 
the world, including the Dalai 
Tjitui, the Chinese dissident 
WaJmgdieng and the American 
civil rights activist, Angela Davis. 
The meeting will issue a new 
Paris Declaration, calling on 

grTre mmpntK, international hnri- 

ies and individuals to mobilise to 
defend the 1948 declaration. 

There will also be a human- 
righte rock concert at the Bercy 
Stadium on Thursday night 
sponsored by Amnesty Inter¬ 


national and the Body Shop. 
Performers will indude Ra- 
diohead, Ttacy Chapman, Peter 
Gabriel and Asian Dub foun¬ 
dation. The American rock 
superstar; Bruce Springsteen, 

will also be in the line-up. 

The official programme was 
opened at the headquarters of 
Unesco, the UN's educational 
and cultural wing, in Paris yes¬ 
terday with speeches by Pres¬ 
ident Chirac and the UN High 
Commissioner for Human 
Rights, Mary Robinson. 

Mr Chirac used his speech 
to call on the UN to present a 
draft charier of rules governing 
global trade, preventing the 
exploitation of labour and the 
erosion of national cultures. 
He called on the UN secretary- 
general to present such a 
“Globalisation Agenda" in 2000, 
setting out minimum workers' 
rights, as well as new efforts to 
combat international crime. 
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It's not only knowing what to say but also knowing when to keep silent You can keep talking hour after hour with the 
new dual band Nokia 6150, but it also knows when to keep silent. Touch one button to change the settings for a 
meeting, for instance, and the Nokia 6150 will alert you silently and let through only priority calls - or no calls at all. 
And because the Nokia 6150 works on GSM 900 and GSM 1800 networks, it improves international roaming. The dual 
band Nokia 6150. It's the perfect balance. Everything you want in a mobile phone, plus a few extras you might not expect 
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EU to survey 
rights abuses 


* 


SETTING ASIDE quarrels, real 
or imagined, over European 
Union tax policy, Britain and 
Germany yesterday launched a 
new initiative designed to beef 
up the EU’s presence in 
the international human 
rights arena. 

In a move to mark this 
week’s 50th anniversary of the 
signature of the Universal De¬ 
claration of Human Rights, the 
Fbreign Secretary. Robin Cook, 
and his German opposite num¬ 
ber; Joschka Fischer, are call¬ 
ing on Brussels to publish an 
annual report on the human 
rights performance of non¬ 
member nations. Assuming a 
go-ahead from the Vienna sum¬ 
mit later this week, the first 
such report could appear next 
June, at the end of Bonn's six- 
month presidency of the EU. 

According to British offi¬ 
cials, the initiative stems from 
“an obvious meeting of minds” 
between the two foreign min¬ 
isters on human rights, dating 
back to their first meeting last 
October But it serves some 
more down-to-earth political 
purposes too. 

First and foremost, it puts a 


by Rupert Cornwell 

little flesh on the trumpeted 
new relationship between the 
two countries, and the centre- 
left, third-wav seeking govern¬ 
ments now in power in both 
London and Bonn. What price 
a spot of local difficulty over 
Oskar Lafontaine. in other 
words, compared to a shared 
concern with human rights ? 

In fact the ElTs record on 
the issue, in the view of many 
human-rights groups, has been 
spotty, especially in areas such 
as Rwanda and the former 
\bgosIavia Its recent decision 
to drop its traditional resolution 
on the state of human rights in 
China has also been criticised 
as letting China off the hook. 

The Anglo-German ap¬ 
proach also fits in with New 
Labours aspirations to an “eth¬ 
ical” foreign policy. The add 
test, however, may come on 
Friday with the deadline for 
Jack Straw, the Home Secre¬ 
tary to rule on General Augusta 
Pinochet, the former Chilean 
dictator who feces extradition 
to Spain to face trial for human 
rights abuses. 


THE RIGHTS OF EVERY MAN 

•The Independent' is publishing daily each af the 30 
Articles of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 
ULustrated by Ralph Steadman, to mark its 50th anniversary 
on 10 December. 



Article 27 

(1) Everyone has the right freely to participate in the 
cultural life of the community, to enjoy the arts and to 
share in scientific advancement and its benefits. 

(2) Everyone has the right to the protection of the moral 
and material interests resulting from any scientific 
literary or artistic production of which he is the author. 

A pamphlet editionqfthe Universal Declaration of Human 
Medical Foundation far the Care qf Victims oflbrture. 
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Personal loan rates from 

1011 

Call Direct Line. 

• You’ll have fixed, low monthly 
payments, 

■ No compulsory insurance, arrangement 

fee or complicated paper work. 

• No security or deposit required. 

• Call now for an instant decision on 
loans from £1.1100 to £’5,000. 

0181 680 9966 0161 8 31 9966 
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FOREIGN NEWS/13 


Cook ‘hypocrisy’ attack over duty-fre 


*1 ROBIN COOK, the Foreign Sec- 
* retary, was accused of 
hypocrisy yesterday for advo- 
i eating the cause of duty-free 
shopping! The argument raged 
as Germany pressed its de¬ 
mands for cuts to Britain's Eu¬ 
ropean Union budget rebate on 
grounds of fairness. 

Mr Cook yesterday asked 
European colleagues to con¬ 
sider postponing the June 1999 
abolition date for duty free on 
the basis of the effects on jobs 


BY Katherine Butler 
and Stephen Castle 
in Brussels 


and the likely subsequent in¬ 
crease in airline and feriy fares. 

But he was immediately re¬ 
buffed by an angry senior Eu¬ 
ropean commissioner who 
accused Britain of double stan¬ 
dards. Mario Monti said it was 
odd that Britain wanted to over¬ 
turn a unanimous 1991 decision 
to scrap duty free, when the 


British government was in¬ 
voking the principle of una¬ 
nimity to veto any further EU 
tax harmonisation. 

Mr Monti said finance min¬ 
isters had unanimous agreed to 
scrap duty free. He reminded 
them of the Government's 
strong adherence to the princi¬ 
ple of unanimity on tax and said 
it would also take a unanimous 
decision to overturn the 1991 
agreement The commission's 
\iew is that duty free will become 


redundant as differences in ex¬ 
cise tax are ironed out 

But Mr Cook warned that 
pressing on with abolition 
would lie unpopular and dam¬ 
age the British public percep¬ 
tion of Europe. “This is a very 
important issue tor the British 
public," he said. 

Accusing some governments 
of bowing to pressure from lob¬ 
byists. Mr Monti said the EU 
would lose credibility if it suc¬ 
cumbed to pressure from a 


highly subsidised Industry 
which had been given seven 
years to prepare for abolition, 
"This will be the last Christmas 
when many hundreds of millions 
of Europeans unknowingly pay 
part of their taxes to subsidise 
duty-free outlets,” he said. 

Germany's new Chancellor. 
Gerhard Schroder - from a 
constituency that benefits from 
North Sea ferry links - has 
emerged as the most powerful 
supporter of duty free. The 


first inkling that Britain was 
considering a late U-lum came 
last week when Gordon Brown, 
the Chancellor, indicated sup¬ 
port for German calls for a 
delay in abolition at the same 
time as threatening to veto any 
further EU tax harmonisation. 
Then Tony Blair announced 
after an Anglo-French summit 
on Friday that he would seek a 
reprieve’for duty free at the Vi¬ 
enna summit of EU heads of 
government later this week 


Germany meanwhile, has in¬ 
creased pressure on Britain, 
demanding cuts to its budget re¬ 
bate. Bonn released figures 
yesterday suggesting Germany 
would save around £700m a year 
if the rebate were abolished. As 
foreign ministers met in Brus¬ 
sels, Gunther Aferheugen, Ger¬ 
many's minister for Europe, 
said aD funding issues, including 
the average £2bn annual British 
rebate, should be on the table. 

Germany is the EU*s biggest 


net contributor and pays around 
20billion marks i£7.17bn) more 
peryear than it gets back in sub¬ 
sidies. Britain is also a net con¬ 
tributor, losing out about 
£2.5-£3bn a year TJie rebate was 
negotiated in 19S4 when the 
United Kingdom was one of the 
poorest countries, yet one of the 
three biggest net contributors, 
fbur countries - Germany Aus¬ 
tria, the Netherlands and Swe¬ 
den -now say they are worse off 
than Britain was in 1984. 


i 



! By Patrick Cockburn 
; in Jerusalem 


• AT LEAST so Palestinians were 
injured in battles with Israeli 
soldiers yesterday as they 
demonstrated for the release of 
i 2,400 Palestinian prisoners still 
held by Israel. 

In one incident at Abu Dhis 
; on the outskirts of Jerusalem, 

: a Palestinian was shot in the 
head when two armed Israelis 
« in a car were attacked by the 
stone-throwers. 

Violent demonstrations took 
place throughout the West 

• Bank in some of the worst 
rioting for two years. 

In Hebron, Israeli soldiers 
fired plastic coated steel bullets 
at Palestinians throwing stones 
at them, wounding 13. Two sol¬ 
diers were also injured. Riots 
. also took place near the Paies- 
■ tinian towns of Jenin, Nablus 
i and Bethlehem. 

Israel accuses Yasser Arafat, 
the Palestinian leader, of fo¬ 
menting the clashes, but the 
scale of the fighting indicates 
; that the campaign to get the 
prisoners released has struck 
. :5k3 popular nerve. Palestinian 
^prisoners have gone on hunger 
. strike in the main prisons and 

• have been joined by relatives 

• and friends on the outside. 

Palestinian anger over the 
prisoner issue has boiled over 
, ever since Israel released 150 
. criminals and only 100 securi- 
' ty prisoners under the terms of 
the agreement brokered by 
President Bill Clinton at Wye in 
Maryland. Israel says it never 
agreed to release any more. 

The growing violence is cast- 
/Ujtng a shadow over the visit of 
^President Clinton, who arrives 
in Israel next Saturday and is 



An Israeli turning bis submachine gun on stone-throwing Palestinian rioters at Abu Dhis, near Jerusalem, yesterday Reuters 


due to also visit Palestinian- 
ruled Gaza and Bethlehem. 
Members of the Israeli cabinet 
are expressing their opposi¬ 
tion to his trip, as it wifi appear 
to grant defacto recognition to 
a Palestinian state. 

There is also growing ten¬ 
sion between the US and Israel 


over the decision by Benjamin 
Netanyahu, the Israeli Prime 
Minister to suspend the im¬ 
plementation of the Wye Agree¬ 
ment. The US wants its 
12 -week timetable for imple¬ 
mentation to be fulfilled on 
time. Madeleine Albright, the 
US Secretary of State, said in 


Washington yesterday; "I spoke 
to Chairman Arafat about living 
up to security obligations and 
I have spoken to the Israeli for¬ 
eign minister [Ariel Sharon] 
about the the importance of Is¬ 
rael fulfilling its obligations." 

In parliament Mr Netanyahu 
was last night fighting to win a 


vote which might topple his gov¬ 
ernment His own cabinet and 
members of his right wing 
coalition are deeply divided by 
the Wye deal, with many min¬ 
isters wanting to drop the 
agreement Mr Netanyahu said 
yesterday: “If they want the 
government to fall, let it faff” 


Amid scenes of confusion in 
the Knesset Michael Eitaa a 
supporter of Mr Netanyahu, 
filibustered for two hours while 
the Prime Minister searched 
frantically for support He could 
fell by a no-confidence vote oc 
a slower process, as the result 
of a bOl to dissolve the Knesset 


EU food aid 
Tor Russian 
black market' 


HUNDREDS OF millions of 
pounds of European Union food 
aid to Russia may be diverted 
to the black market or re¬ 
exported to other countries, 
according to a paper compiled 
by Britain and four other 
European governments. 

The document is the most 
formal criticism of the Euro¬ 
pean Commission’s £330m 
programme and underlines 
growing alarm that the aid will 
be swallowed up in Russia's 
chaotic distribution system. 

Rolan Cook, the Fbreign Sec¬ 
retary. yesterday raised British 
concerns at a meeting of Eu¬ 
ropean foreign ministers in 
Brussels where doubts were 
also voiced by Joschka Fischer; 
the German Fbreign Minister. 

Marty diplomats believe that 
medicines and drugs are 
higher priorities for Russia, 
but the food aid programme is 
backed by EU farm ministers 
anxious to dispose of surpluses. 
Agricultural exports have been 
hard hit by Russia's economic 
crisis. 

The paper, agreed by 
Britain, the Netherlands, Fin¬ 
land. Sweden and Denmark, de¬ 
mands independent monitoring 
of food distribution, noting that 
the Commission wants the food 
to be distributed by Russian 
state companies. 

“The Commission surely 
does have a responsibility to 
ensure monitoring of the dis- 


By Stephen Castle _ 

tribution," the paper says, 
adding: • There is a risk that 
without adequate controls, the 
food donated will be sold on the 
black market or will even be re¬ 
exported to other countries.” 

The document calls for a 
“third party" to monitor distri¬ 
bution. with different organi¬ 
sations tendering for the job. It 
argues: “Since the Commis¬ 
sion will be obliged in any case 
to publish an open tender for 
the transport of the food aid to 
Russia, a tender for supply- 
chain monitoring would not 
create any significant delay.” 

The Commission argues 
that it has sought extensive 
guarantees from the Russian 
government about the fate of 
the aid, and of any cash gener¬ 
ated by its sale. 

But yesterday Glenys 
Kinnock, a member of the Eu¬ 
ropean Parliament's develop¬ 
ment committee, said: “We 
need to be sure that the food aid 
is property monitored and that 
there are proper controls. As I 
see it now. these controls are 
not in place." 

Underlying the govern¬ 
ments’ concern is the belief that 
Russia’s problems are caused 
not by a shortage of food but by 
poor distribution. There are 
also worries that the influx of 
food aid will distort the agri¬ 
cultural market in Russia. 


Ireland tiptoes back towards 
the Commonwealth fold 


^vn< 


IGHT just be an idea whose 
time has come. Half a century 
after severing its last official 
links with Britain, the first 
moves are afoot for Ireland to 
: rejoin the organisation bom 
out of the former British Em¬ 
pire - the Commonwealth. 

TWo weeks ago came the 
clearest expression of interest 
yet, as the Irish Prime Minis¬ 
ter Bertie Ahern, said that 
members of his own Fianna Fail 
party had raised the question. 

Today the Commonwealth 
Secretary-General, ChiefEmeka 
,#\nyaoku, begins a high-profile 
visit to Dublin during which he 
will seek to advance the cause 
in meetings with Mr Ahem and 
President Mary McAleese. 


By Rupert Cornwell 

On paper the circumstances 
have never looked more propi¬ 
tious. The Commonwealth 
which Ireland left upon be¬ 
coming a republic in 1949 had 
only eight members, essen¬ 
tially India, Pakistan and the old 
white dominions, with Britain 
very much the mother country 
and senior partner. 

By contrast, 54 countries 
belong to today’s Common¬ 
wealth. Of these 33 are re¬ 
publics, and only 15 recognise 
the Queen as their head of 
state. The organisation is start¬ 
ing to stretch beyond the for¬ 
mer empire. Mozambique, once 
a Portuguese colony, is a mem- 


IN BRIEF 

Yeltsin sacks his top aides 

PRESIDENT Boris Yeltsin roused himself from his sick-bed 
for three hours yesterday, fired four top aides, then returned 
to hospital where he is recuperating from pneumonia, the 
Kremlin said The sacked men, the presidential chief of staff 
Valentin Yumashev and three of his deputies, included 
officials who bad commented on Mr Yfeitsm’s health. 

Chavez denies cEctatorship plans 

HUGO CHAVEZ, the president-elect of Venezuela, denied 
yesterday he planned to install a fascist regime or a 
"Cuban-style dictatorship”. The 44-year-old former 
paratrooper was speaking at his first news conference 
after Sunday’s election, when he gained 565 per cent of 
the vote. Henrique Salas had 39.7 per cent of the vote. 

World’s oldest primate fossil 

FRENCH RESEARCHERS, led by Jean Jacques Jaeger 
from Montpellier University, confirmed that the fossilised 
remains of a primate found last month in central Burma 
are about 40 million years old which, they say, makes 
them the oldest in the world. 

Le Pen losing hold on far right 

IN THE clearest sign yet that Jean-Marie Le Pten may be 
losing his grip on France’s far-right National Front party, 
which he has led for a quarter-century, one of his Loyalists 
defied him yesterday, calling for an urgent national 
meeting to prevent the party’s “explosion”. 

Too much sex may endanger bird 

TOO MUCH sex may lead a rare New Zealand bird, the 
Hihi, to extinction, a researcher warned- There was a 
Dossible link between the Hod's aggressive mating 
behaviour and exposure to afiingai disease, said Isabel 
Castro, who was hired to find out why the birds woe dying. 


bee while the Palestinians. 
Rwanda and Tfemen have ap¬ 
plied to join. These applica¬ 
tions are on bold. Ireland, 
howeveq is regarded as a prime 
catch, and has been informally 
told it would be admitted 
virtually immediately, should it 
ask to join. 

Huge sensitivities are in¬ 
volved. After the bloody strug¬ 
gle for independence, many 
Irish nationalists will instinc- 
thely oppose anything with even 
the faintest hunt of a return to the 
imperial fold that the country 
fought so bitterly to leave. How¬ 
ever keen Chief Anyaoku is to 
enlist Ireland, the process will 
require both tact and time. 

But as Mr Ahern acknowl¬ 


edged, the Commonwealth “is 
a very different thing now than 
it was 50 years ago”. Even 
more important, relations be¬ 
tween Britain and Ireland have 
been transformed with the 
peace deal in the North. Last 
month Tony Blair became the 
first British Prime Minister to 
address the Irish Parliament, 
and a groundbreaking visit by 
the Queen is being planned 
An Irish return could thus be 
seen as setting the seal on rec¬ 
onciliation. Moreover, in the 
event of a future reunification 
of Ireland, membership of the 
Commonwealth could help re¬ 
assure Ulster Unionists that 
they will not be severing every 
link with the British crown. 


German drive 
on job creation 


SEEKING TO recreate the con¬ 
sensus politics of a bygone era. 
Chancellor Gerhard Schroder 
yesterday brought German 
business leaders and trade 
unionists together for the first 
ofa series of meetings intended 
to forge a common programme 
to fight mass unemployment 

“I am optimistic that we will 
be able to make step-by-step 
progress," Mr Schrfider said 
after the session. Employers’ 
representatives, however, 
seemed in less convivial mood, 
complaining of the high taxes 
that cripple enterprise, and the 
rising cost of the welfare state. 

The idea of an “Alliance for 
Jobs” is one of the central 
themes of the new centre-left 
government It was mass un¬ 
employment that brought down 
Helmut Kohl, and it is this 
issue that may undo Mr 
Schroder's administration. 

With four milli on Germans 
on the dole, the Soda! Democ¬ 
rats need quids results. Since 
the proposed tax reforms are 
not expected to make a dent in 

unemployment, the govern¬ 
ment is panning its hopes on its 


BYlMRE KARACS 

in Bonn 


ability to persuade the two nat¬ 
ural antagonists of the labour 
market that working together 
was in their best interest 
Employers’ organisations 
and the trade unions are being 
urged to make sweeping con¬ 
cessions. In theory, an alliance 
for jobs could succeed, if the 
unions agreed to a reduction in 
the cost of German labour - 
among the highest in the world 
- in return for an undertaking 
by the employers that they will 
start hiring extra staff 
In practice, though, the em¬ 
ployers' organisations are in no 
position to dictate to companies, 
such as Siemens, whom they 
should recruit Nor are union 
bosses able to enforce a pay-cut 
across the board, even if they 
wanted to. S imilar talks two 
years ago broke up in failure 
and triggered a wave of na¬ 
tionwide strikes. 

Yesterday, the unions asked 
for curbs on overtime, which in 
their view would force compa¬ 
nies to take on extra staff 
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Impeachment vote ‘now unavoidable 



AFTER VIRTUALLY ignoring 
the deliberations of the House 
of Representatives judiciary 
co mmi ttee for the best part of 
a month, lawyers for Presi¬ 
dent Bill Clinton are heading to 
Capitol Hill to head off the 
prospect of articles of im¬ 
peachment being put to the vote 
by the weekend. 

The lawyers will be defend¬ 
ing the President in two ses¬ 
sions, today and tomorrow, 
each of which is scheduled to 
mn from 9am until midnight. 

The appearance of the 
lawyers, who are expected to 
call as many as a dozen wit¬ 
nesses in Mr Clinton's defence, 
illustrates a sharp change of 
mood in the White House from 
near-indifference to near-panic, 
as the prospect of a House 
vote on impeachment becomes 
more difficult to avoid, or delay. 

Capitol Hill and lobbyists’ of¬ 
fices across Washington were 
abuzz with activity yesterday as 
politicians and pundits tried to 
gauge President Clinton's 
chances of avoiding a trial by 
the Senate, the next and final, 
stage of the impeachment 
process. With alternative 
routes - a vote of censure, fine 
or reprimand - progressively 
losing favour; the full House of 
Representatives could vote on 
an all-or-nothing scenario: to 
forward one or more articles of 


By Mary Dejevsky 

in Washington ___ 

impeachment to the Senate or 
to let Mr Clinton off. 

The articles - equivalent to 
formal charges - under dis¬ 
cussion by the House judiciary 
committee include perjury; ob¬ 
struction of justice and abuse 
of power. The perjury accusa¬ 
tion relates to Mr Clinton's 
denials in the civil sexual ha¬ 
rassment case brought by 
Paula Jones (now settled) and 
in a subsequent grand jury in¬ 
vestigation, that he had a sex¬ 
ual relationship with Monica 
Lewinsky. Tins is thought the 
most likely charge to be for¬ 
warded to the Senate. 

The obstruction of justice 
charge concerns the accusation 
that Mr Clinton ensured that 
Ms Lewinsky and his personal 
secretary, Betty Currie, lied to 
protect him, and the abuse of 
power charge relates to his 
use of White House and gov¬ 
ernment officials to defend him. 

However; the balance of po¬ 
litical advantage has percepti¬ 
bly shifted from the Democrats 
to the Republicans, as the psy¬ 
chological effect of last month's 
Congressional elections results 
has worn off 

A vote for impeachment in 
the House would have the de¬ 
sired effect for the Republicans. 


It would satisfy 1 the call of their 
conservative constituents for 
punishment, without the risk 
that Mr Clinton would be re¬ 
moved from power The Re¬ 
publican majority in the Senate 
is nothing like sufficient to pro¬ 
duce the necessary two-thirds 
majority to remove the Presi¬ 
dent from office. 

The White House, however; 
would greatly prefer that pro¬ 
ceedings were halted before 
they readied that stage. 

The first vote, in the House 
judiciary committee, probably 
later this week, is safely pre¬ 
dicted to go along party lines. 
The second, in the full House, 

is estimated at50-50. This is the 
vote that the White House is so 
keen to influence. 

President Clinton has adopt¬ 
ed the approach of business as 
usual He is due to preside 
over a symposium on the US 
state pension system at the 
White House - a subject of 
consuming interest to Ameri¬ 
cans who fear that state coffers 
could run dry before they retire. 

He will also attend a memo¬ 
rial service for Vice-President 
A1 Gore's father; who died at the 
weekend. On Saturday he 
leaves for a three day visit to 
Israel and Gaza, where he will 
become the first US leader to 
address the Palestinian as¬ 
sembly. 
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Ahead of the vote, Hillary and Bill Clinton relax at the White House with Bill Cosby (left). Andre Previn, and Shirley Temple Black 
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Convict offers 
daughter his 
second kidney 


IT 
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A teenage girl lies in hospi¬ 
tal in San Francisco, her life 
threatened by kidney failure. 
But rescue is at hand, thanks 
tea devoted Gather who is will¬ 
ing to become a donor and 
offer his daughter a fresh 
chance of health. Except there 
is a problem -he has done this 
for her once already. 

If David Patterson, 38, is al¬ 
lowed by doctors to give his sec¬ 
ond kidney to his daughter. 
Renada Daniel Patterson. 16, as 
he is proposing, he trill be left 
with no kidney. He gave his first 
to her in 1996. 

The consequences of his 
offer are not hard to divine. Mr 
Patterson would be destined to 
spend the rest of life receiving 
painful treatment and purifying 
his blood through dialysis. He 
would be opening himself up to 
ill health and possible prema¬ 
ture death. 

There is something else. Mr 
Patterson is serving a 13-year 
prison sentence in a state 
prison in Sacramento, Califor¬ 
nia, for robbery and drugs con- 
I victions. This means the cost of 
dialysis - roughly $40,000 a 
year- would have to be met by 
the government and, by exten¬ 
sion, the taxpayer. 

The dilemma is an acute 
one that has been referred to 
a bio-ethics panel at the Uni¬ 
versity of California in San 
Francisco. It would be the doc¬ 
tors at the University Hospital 
where Renada is receiving dial¬ 
ysis three times a week, who 
would be expected to conduct 
the transplant operation. 


by David Usborne 
in New York _ 

The question is this - by re¬ 
moving Mr Patterson's re¬ 
maining kidney, would the 
surgeons be violating their pro¬ 
fessional vows never to do 
harm to a patient? 

Renada received her first 
transplanted kidney 11 years 
ago. It was quickly rejected, 
however, and for seven years 
she led a restricted life of reg¬ 
ular dialysis, unable to attend ^ 
school or enjoy anything dose 
to the life of a normal child. 

Renada's luck changed, 
however, when, out of the blue, 
her father telephoned from 
prison. Even though he had 
abandoned Renada and her 
mother, Vickie Daniels, when 
she was a baby, he offered her 
one of his healthy kidneys for 
a transplant. The operation 
was successfully completed in 
March 1996. £ 

Renada was checked back 
into the hospital a week ago, 
however. Unbeknown to her 
mother; she had stopped to king 
the drugs that guard against 
the rejection by the body of do¬ 
nated organs. It was dear an¬ 
other transplant would be 
necessary. 

Ms Daniels is angry there 
should be any debate about 
taking Mr Patterson's second 
kidney. “They told us this would 
be unethical" she said. 

“Wb believe it’s not about 
ethics. These are family mem¬ 
bers making decisions about 
the future of their child” 
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Aborigines seek 
Olympics boycott 






A SENIOR Aboriginal adviser to 
the Sydney CHympics has called 
for an international boycott of 
the event in proLest at what he 
calls the worsening racist treat¬ 
ment of his people. 

Charles Perkins, the only 
indigenous member of the com¬ 
mittee responsible for winning 
the 2000 Gaines for Sydney. is¬ 
sued the appeal as activists 
stepped up efforts to take their 
protests on to a world stage. 
Their fear is that a generation 
of progress for Aborigines ap¬ 
pears to be going into reverse. 

The final straw for Mr Per¬ 
kins came last week as the 
chair of Sydney's Olympic bid. 
Rod McGeoch, resigned from 
the board of the Olympic organ¬ 
ising committee. Members of 
the Aboriginal advisory both' 
lobbied publicly for their chair¬ 
person, Lowitja O’Donoghue, to 
become the only black member 
of the committee. Instead, the 


BY JAKE LYNCH 

in Sydney _ 

vacancy went to Maijorie Jack- 
son, a former sprinter. She 
comes from the ruling Labour 
Party's most marginal seat in 
the forthcoming New South 
Wales state elections. 

Mr Perkins said that health fa¬ 
cilities for Aborigines were “atro¬ 
cious”. and bousing conditions 
“terrible'’. His people, be added, 
were dying on average 20 years 
earlier than white Australians. 
“Unless those things change 
before the Olympics, then I 
would suggest to the European 
people, especially the British 
people, don’t bother coming 
over." he said. “They would be 
banning on OUT graves." 

Mr Perkins complained that 
the Olympic authorities had 
appropriated Aboriginal sym¬ 
bols. using the boomerang for 
tbe Games’ logo and launching 
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Street Life 

SAMOTECHNY LANE, MOSCOW 






WERE ARE many dreaded 
- ^Jrds in Russian, but among 
the most feared are the oh-so- 
innocent-sounding “In con¬ 
nection with". Whenever you 
see a notice start in this way, 
you know to expect some 
bureaucratic excuse and you 
can work out for yourself 
how you are about to be 
inconvenienced. 

“In connection with works on 
the bridge": this means that 
traffic on the only highway be¬ 
tween Moscow and St Peters- 
bjgrg will be reduced toa single 
Me and you will experience 
mu e-long tailbacks for the next 
two years. 

“In connection with repairs 
to the pipes": the hot water in 
your apartment is going to be 
switched off indefinitely and 
you will have to bofl pans of 
water to wash up or have a bath. 

The “in connection with" 
notices went up in Samotechny 
Lane last week The basement 
had been chemically treated for 
•N&n, we were told, and so we 
1 co aid expect waves of cock¬ 
roaches possibly even mice 
and rats seeking asylum in our 
apartments. Later we had a 
visit from a woman dressed in 
battle fatigues and a purple chif¬ 
fon headscarf, who offered us 
a cocaine-like powder to 
sprinkle round the skirting 
boards. “Deadly to cock¬ 
roaches, won’t harm your pets," 
she said My black cat rolled in 
it and turned white. 

“In connection with" some¬ 
thing else, we also lost our 
g&phone links. This was a 
Brow, as we natter incessantly, 
taking advantage of one of the 
happyvestiges of the Soviet sys¬ 
tem, free telephone calls with¬ 
in Moscow. Thus, the concept 
of street life extends to include 
not only neighbours but also 
friends on the other side of the 
city. Suddenly we had to sit in 
icy trolley buses and actually 
visit each other if we wanted to 
exchange tales of misery. 

In the far-flung suburb of 
Khimki, which belongs spiritu¬ 
ally to Samotechny Lane, they 
were having power cuts “in 
connection with" something or 
rOthec The cheerful ladies in the 
.-Sr * 1 bakery were selling loaves 
by candlelight. 

All this, of course, was triv¬ 
ial compared with tbe suffering 
of people in Vladivostok, in the 
for east If there is one thing 
worse t han an “in connection 
with" notice, it is no notice at 
ali, just unexplained break¬ 
down. This means that all 
responsibility for tbe problem 
has been abandoned 
The television showed pic¬ 
tures of desperate people, left 
for days in the depth of winter 
without any heating in their 
homes. Some were bearing the 


ordeal patiently. like the 
woman, bundled up in jumpers, 
who showed a reporter her 
goldfish, belly-up in cold water. 
She had put jumpers round 
the bowl but they had not 
helped The implication was 
that jumpers would not save 
her either. You could see her 
breath as she talked inside the 
flat, where the temperature 
was zero. 

Others, who had gone out¬ 
side because it was warmer 
around the street bonfires than 
inside their refrigerated homes, 
were close to rioting. “We are 
being treated like cattle," cried 
one woman. Various factors, 
from unpaid bills to neglected , 
maintenance work, appeared to 
be behind the problem. Yet, 
the homes of senior officials 
were warm. The crowd rocked 
one of the officials' limousines 
and tried to overturn it. It was 
the nearest I have seen to Rus¬ 
sians losing their legendary 
patience. 

“In connection with” tbe 
near total collapse of the 
country, there is a possibility of 
imminent revolution. As far as 
utilities are concerned the 
mess we are in now is because 
of the failure of a quiet revolu¬ 
tion planned by ousted re¬ 
formers. We are paying for 
years of dependence on the 
nanny state, which subsidised 
us on the one hand (hence the 
ridiculously low telephone, gas 
and electricity bills) while on 
the other; denied us dhoice and 
responsibility. 

The reformers wanted to 
change all that but never got 
round to it Now the state is 
verging on bankruptcy and its 
services are increasingly 
patchy. 

Ironically, while most people 
were freezing, one building in 
Moscow had too much heat 
last week. “We are wearing 
T-shirts in here and still we are 
sweating," said Kirill, who fives 
in a block once set aside for 
artists from the Bolshoi 
Theatre. There are no knobs on 
Russian radiators. God forbid 
that individuals should be able 
to decide for themselves 
whether they are hot or cold. 
Such freedom would lead to 
anarchy, or so the old Soviet 
planners believed. 

“I suspect thatYfeltsin keeps 
the central heating button in his 
briefcase along with the nudear 
button," joked Kirill. But no, 
only the bureaucrats at the 
central heating station can de¬ 
cide whether to turn the heat 
up or down. Officials waking in 
the Kremlin complained that 
they were shivering and, ac¬ 
cording to a television report, 
asked for the heat to be turned 
up by three degrees. 

HELEN WOMACK 
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I associate John Redwood 
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the torch relay from the Abori¬ 
gines’ most sacred site, Uluru. 
“They've stolen something and 
they’re abusing it on the in¬ 
ternational scene," he said 

He recalled a news confer¬ 
ence he had given during the in¬ 
ternational Olympic Committee 
meeting five years ago in 
Monte Carlo, when Sydney won 
the Games. His belief that the 
Olympics would help bring Aus¬ 
tralia's races together had been 
instrumental, he believed in se¬ 
curing Sydney's victory. 

Since then, he said Aborig¬ 
inal people had been frozen out 
“The route for the torch - we 
would like to hare had an input 
into that, but when we did 
make recommendations they 
were ignored" he said. “We 
wanted them [the events] to go 
to big Aboriginal communities, 
where there were full facilities 
in terms of airstrips, but they 
didn’t want that to happen." 


A spokesman for the organ¬ 
ising committee. Milton Cock- 
bum. said he was confident 
there would not be a boycott be¬ 
cause "all the Aboriginal ath¬ 
letes in Australia have urged 
that there won't be a boycott 

“They have pointed out that 
for some of them this will be 
their only opportunity to par¬ 
ticipate in an Olympic Games.” 

But in targeting the overseas 
markets. Aborigine leaders 
may be striking at Australia's 
most vulnerable poinL With a 
population of 18 million. Aus¬ 
tralia has the smallest popula¬ 
tion of any country to stage the 
games in modem times. With 
the biggest-ever Olympic sta¬ 
dium, able to seat 110,000, now 
nearing completion, organisers 
need to sell seven million tick¬ 
ets to remain in budget It is es¬ 
timated that about three million 
of those will need to be sold to 
overseas visitors. 
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The boomerang sculpture for the Sidney 2000 games, which some Aborigines object to as ‘appropriation' 
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Bankers Trust chairman gets $IOm 

FRANK NEWMAN, the chairman of Banters 'Oust which 
last week agreed to a $10bn takeover by Germany’s 
Deutsche Bank, is to get $10m to stay on at the bank after 
the deal goes ahead next year. 

Three other key Banters' executives Yves De Balmann, 
Mayo Sbattuck and Mary Cillo are believed to be sharing a 
further $10m between them. Yves de Balmann is expected 
to be named head of the merged investment banking 
division within the next few weeks. Mr Sbattuck will be co¬ 
head and Ms Cillo, head of custody. Deutsche’s Edson 
Mitchell will keep his current job as head of global markets 
as will Mike Philipp, who beads global equities. 

Rolf Breuer, the Deutsche Bank chief executive, told 
staff through a global video link-up from New York 
yesterday that the bank was working hard to ensure that 
the new management structure was put in place as quickly 
as possible. 

Minorco sells gold interests 

MINORCO, the mining 
group that is in the process 
of merging with South 
Africa’s Anglo American, 
yesterday sold its gold 
interests to AngloGold, an 
Anglo subsidiary, for $550m 
in cash. The long-awaited 
deal gives AngloGold 
control of mines in North 
and South America and 
exploration activities on 
both continents. 

The acquisition follows a competitive auction which 
was contested by other gold producers. Hank Slack, 
chief executive of Minorco (pictured), said: “The sale 
price pats a value on Minorco's assets, which in the 
past was not reflected in our share price.” 

First Leisure shares up on bid talk 

SHARES IN First Leisure, the bingo, nightclubs and ten¬ 
pin bowling group chaired by Michael Grade, rose by 
almost 11 per cent yesterday following reports of a 
possible £500rn hostile bid for the company. Analysts said 
they expected First Leisure to slim its operations down 
but that there would be few takers for the low-growth 
bingo operations. 

Whitbread and Vardon, two of the companies seen as 
potential bidders, are not thought to be interested, nor is 
Nomura, the Japanese bank that has pulled off a string of 
high profile deals. The shares closed 22p higher at 222£p 
valuing the business at £370m. 


STOCK MARKETS 



FTSE 10O 




elm 


INDICES 

52 Mgb 52 nil jowYlcMnM 


FTSE 100 


5576.70 


-5.20_-0.09 6183.70 4599.20 3.37 


FTSE 250 


4753.50 


2.80 0.06 5970 90 4247.60 4.86 


FTSE 350 


2641.90 -I BP -0.07 2969.00 2210.00 3.60 


FTSE All Share 2550.84 -1.59 -0.06 2886.52 2143,53 3.65 


FTSE StnallCap 2019.60 1.20 0.06 2793.00 1834,00 4,16 


FTSE Fledgling 1125.00 2.90 0.26 1517.00 1046.00 0.00 


FTSE AIM 


802.10 


7.10 


0.14 1146.90 761.30 0.00 


FTSE EBLOC 100 931.93 1.45 0.16 


Dow Jones 


9019.49 1,80 0.02 9380.00 7400.00 166 


Nikkei 


14723.49 83.52 0.57 17352.00 12787.00 1.00 




Dax 


10428.82 465.68 4.67 11926.00 6544.00 3.00 


4713.96 -61.27 -1.28 6217.83 3833 71 1.89 


INTEREST RATES 




MONEY MARKET RATES 

■ a month Yrdu 1 V—r Vr 


UK 


6.57 -1.18 6.03 -1.88 


BOND YIELDS 

10 Yr cfcg Lou t bogd Yr <fe» 
4.63 -1.90 4.49 -1.97 


US 


5-24 -0.67 5.02 -0.9B 


4.62 


5.01 


Japan 


0.48 -0.23 0.53 -0.19 


1.08 -0.74 


1.77 -0.67 


Germany 3.42 -0.34 3 27 -0.82 3.92 -1.50 4.78 -120 


CURRENCIES 


S/£ 


i.M5 — 

1.655 A--- ; — V 


T W T F M 



POUND 

a* 5pm dunce Vr Afe 


DOLLAR 

ac 5pm 


Ounce Yr Ago 


Dollar 1.6526 -1.09c 1,6451 Sterling 0,6051 +0.39p 0 6078 


D-Mark 

Yen 


2.7728 -1.91pf 2.9743 

197.84 -VO.46 215.94 


D-Mark 1.6785 +0.05nf 1.7987 


Yen 


119.73 +W.50 1 30.58 


E Index 99.80 -0.50 104.30 S Index 106.00 +0.60 108.40 


OTHER INDICATORS 


Ctoae Chs Yr Ugo 


iBdea Q| Vr eg* Note Res 

Brent Oil (SI 9.54 -0,06 17-95 GDP 115.40 3.00 112.04 Dee 


Gold ISI 295.55 3.00 


Silver |S) 4.76 -0.02 5.31 

Iran, bloom berg.com/uk 


RW 164.50 3,10 159.55 Dee 

Base Rates 6.75 7.25 

SOURCE BLOOMBERG 


TOURIST RATES 


Australia (5) 

2.6047 

Mexican (nuevo peso) 

15.13 

Austria (schillings) 

19.03 

Netherlands (guilders) 

3.0499 

Belgium [francs) 

55.93 

New Zealand (S) 

3.0543 

Canada (SI 

2.4810 

Norway (krone) 

12.07 

Cyprus (pounds) 

0.7996 

Portugal (escudos) 

275.23 

Denmark (krone) 

10.36 

Saudi Arabia (rials) 

6.0500 

Finland (markka) 

8.2558 

Singapore (S) 

2.6296 

France (Francs) 

9.0868 

Spain (pesetas) 

229.92 

Germany (marks) 

2.7)89 

South Africa (rands) 

9.4488 

Greece (drachma) 

456.72 

Sweden (krone) 

13.19 

Hong Kona f$) 

12.47 

Switzerland (Francs) 

2.2293 

Ireland (punts) 

1.0887 

Thailand (bahts) 

54.80 

Indian (rupees) 

63.53 

TUrkey (liras!) 

485871 

Israel (shekels) 

6.4281 

USA (S) 

1.6218 

Italy (Bra) 

2694 



Japan (yen] 

193.58 

•‘totes for mdtcctan purposes only 

Malaysia (ringgits) 

6.0499 



Malta (lira) 

0.6067 

Source: Thomas Cook 



warns 


bad debt 


BARCLAYS BANK, the high 
street dearer rocked by the de¬ 
parture of its chief executive 
Martin Taylor 10 days ago, saw 
its shares foil 2lp to L289p 
yesterday after it warned of 
sharply higher costs and a rise 
in bad d&t provisioning in the 
second half 

The bank also confirmed its 
previous statement - made on 
the day Mr Taylor's departure 
was announced - that pre-tax 
profits would be £1.9bn for the 
calendar year rather than the 
£2.25bn City analysts had been 
forecasting. 

The bank did not clarify the 
reason for the shortfall How- 
even analysts said the figures 


By Andrew Garfield 
F inancial Editor 

released yesterday implied that 
Barclays Capital, whfeh in Au¬ 
gust suffered huge losses in the 
Russian government bond 
market, was heading for a 
£42 Om loss in the second half, 
although the precise break¬ 
down wffl not be known until the 
final results are published in 
February. 

“Barclays denied that they 
were issuing a profits warning. 
But that is what they are lead¬ 
ing the market to believe with 
this statement,” said David 
Tbwnsend, h anking analyst at 
Goldman Sadis. “They are in¬ 


creasingly boiiming themselves 
in with this figure of £L9bn- If 
they were to mate £2L2bn after 
aU, they might now be sued by 
any shareholder who saw the 
fj prlfer -Sta tement. asRnmerf tiny 
were making a profits warning 
and sold their shares." 

Yesterday’s statement came 
ahead of a round of City ana¬ 
lysts’briefings by stopg^i chief 
executive Sir Peter Middleton 
and Oliver Stocten, the finance 
director. The briefings are tra¬ 
ditionally made ahead of the 
banks’ dosed periods during 
which they are banned from 
talking to analysts while they 
finalis e results for publication. 

Analysts said that, while the 


headline figure was not newt the 
figures underlined the seri¬ 
ousness of tite strategic issues 
Barclays now has to address. 

The bank has said that the 
Barclays Capital division, 
whose losses were a factor in 
the boardroom rift which 
prompted Mr Taylor’s depar¬ 
ture, is currentiy under review. 

There has been speculation 
about the future of the division 
and about the future of Bob Di¬ 
amond, its chief executive. 
“The strategy for Barclays Cap¬ 
ital appears to have failed, and 
needs to be revisited urgently," 
one analyst said. 

Analysts also expressed sur¬ 
prise at the news that costs for 


the year are expected to have 

risen by by around 5.5 per cent 
This, they said, meant £100m 
would be added to overheads 
this yean 

Barclays said dealing profits 
had been “significantly impact¬ 
ed” by the losses on Russian 

government bonds. A large part 

of the £250m charge announced 
on l September would now be 
treated as a “dealing loss”. 

The bank said that on top of 
the £75m it said it lost in July 
and August in the corporate 
bond market, the bank had suf¬ 
fered “difficult market condi¬ 
tions" in September and 
October It said losses were par¬ 
tially offset by “good perfor¬ 


mances” in interest-rate de¬ 



praved since then. 

Bar clay s said that Barclays 

.. 4.1 nric mnnapinf? dOWTl itS 
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below the £37.9bn in June 1990. 
Barclays Capital consumes 

around 35 per cent of regulatory 

capital - the funds the bank is 
required by the authorities to 
set aside to cover risks. 

The losses at Barclays Cap¬ 
ital have obscured better news 
emerging elsewhere in the 
bank's overall performance. 
Retail consumer lending con¬ 
tinues to grow at the rate of 15 
per cent a year 



Fall in sales 
and output 
adds to rate 
cut pressure 
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George Soros yesterday: The shock is probably behind us... I did not anticipate the extent of the recovery* Tbm PUston 


Soros says the crisis is over 
but bear market will persist 


GEORGE SOROS, the superstar 
financier and pessimist about 
the financial markets in which 
he made his fortune, said yes¬ 
terday he thought the global cri¬ 
sis was oven 

But be warned that there 
would be after-shocks and fur¬ 
ther weakness in the markets. 
“1 still think we are in a bear 
market,” Mr Soros said at the 
London launch of his new book. 
The Crisis of Global Capitalism. 

“The shock, is probably be¬ 
hind us; it is the after-effects that 
are going to affect markets and 
economies," he said, adding 
that prospects look much 
brighter now than two months 
ago. “The financial markets 
have staged a remarkable re- 


BY DIANE COYLE 
Economics Editor 


covery I did not anticipate the 
extent of the recovery.” 

Indeed, Mr Soros started his 
presentation with great modesty 
stating; Tm very often wrong.” 

When asked to justify his de¬ 
scription on the book cover as 
“an authentic financ i a l genius" 
by predicting where the FTSE 
100 index would be at the end of 
next year, he joked: “I know the 
□umber exactly, but Tm not at 
liberty to disclose it” 

However; be did not entirely 
disappoint those looking for out- 
and-out pessimism. Mr Soros, 
reputed to have made £Lhn forc¬ 
ing sterling wit of the European 


Exchange Rate Mechanism in 
September 1992, warned that 
the pound would be vulnerable 
to speculation if the UK stayed 
out of the euro. He added that 
the UK would also face risks if 
it stayed out 

Sir Soros reserved his great¬ 
estbearishness for the state of 
the world economy arguing that 
there are strong deflationary 
pressures caused by overpro¬ 
duction. For the core stock- 
markets that meant severe 
pressure on profit margins. 
While lower interest rates were 
welcome, ft might not be enough 
to prevent a downturn, he said 

Ihe compelling interest of his 
new book is, of course, that it is 
essentially a confession. A man 


who has made billions in the 
markets has concluded that 
they must as a matter of ur¬ 
gency be reformed 

Capital flows from ‘core’ 
countries such as the US and 
UK to emerging markets have 
dried up. and Mr Soros said a 
new system of credit insurance 
was needed to rebuild the glob¬ 
al economic link. The crisis had 
also revealed the need for more 
international co-operation be¬ 
tween national regulators. 

However, he defended spec¬ 
ulative hedge funds against 
charges that they caused the 
near-meltdown this summec “I 
don’t think they can or should be 
singled out" he said just a 
touch impatiently. 


PRESSURE ON the Bank of Eng¬ 
land to deliver its third interest 
rate cut in three months inten¬ 
sified last night after new fig¬ 
ures pointed to continuing 
gloom both in manufacturing 
and on the high street 

According to the Office for 
National Statistics (ONS), man¬ 
ufacturing output fell in October 
for the third successive month, 
meaning the sector is experi¬ 
encing its longest period of sus¬ 
tained decline since the spring 
of 1991. 

The manufacturing sector 
shrunk by 0.4 per cent during 
October; with output in the tex¬ 
tile and pulp and paper indus¬ 
tries suffering particularly sharp 
faffs. 

In the three months to Octo¬ 
ber; textile output - now at 
record lows-declined by 3.9 per 
cent, the ONS said Pulp and 
paper production feD by 2 per 
cent 

Overall activity in the pro¬ 
duction industries - which in¬ 
dudes mining and electricity 
supply as well as manufacturing 
- was unchanged largely be¬ 
cause the cold weather boosted 
demand for electridty and gas. 

Ken Wattret at Paribas said: 
“The numbers made grim read¬ 
ing yet a g a i n. The manufactur¬ 
ing side of things is in a terrible 
mess. Td be extremely sur¬ 
prised if there is no move in 
rates on Thursday.” 

The intensifying rate-cut 
speculation sent the pound tum¬ 
bling almost two pfennigs 
against the German mark to 
close at DM2.7697. 

Another gkxxqy retailing sur¬ 
vey added to the pressure on the 


By lea Paterson _- 

Bank of England’s Monetary 
Policy Committee, which be¬ 
gins its monthly two-day rate¬ 
setting meeting tomorrow. 

The British- Retail Consor¬ 
tium (BRO said there was as 
yet little sign ofapre- Christmas - 
pick-up on tiie high street with 
lite-for-like sales in November 
0.4 per cent lower than at this 
time last yean 

Consumer caution 
very much in evidence, accor 
ing to the BBC, with sales of lux¬ 
ury goods particularly hard-hit 

However, with more cus¬ 
tomers in the shops and pre- ’ 
Christmas sales of computer 
games, toys and books going 
well, there is still a chance re¬ 
tail sales will rise in December 

Andrew Higginson, chairman 
of the BRC economic affairs 
committee, said: “Customers 
remain extremely cautioiyf f. 
the face of fears of a recession. 
The November figure is partic¬ 
ularly disappointing as No¬ 
vember last year saw the 
weakest growth in sales of any 
month in 1997.” 

Many economists believe the 
weakness in the manufacturing 
and retail sectors, combined 
with growing evidence of a slow¬ 
down in services, mean the 
economy as a whole could con¬ 
tract in the fourth quarter of the 
year 

According to estimates pro¬ 
duced by the National Institute'' 
of Economic and Social Re?- 
search, one of the UK’s leading 
think-tanks, the economy (fid not 
grow at all in the three months 
to November 


Sema takes gold with $250m Olympics IT contract 


SEMA, the Anglo-French com¬ 
puter sendees group, has won 
a prestigious contract to han¬ 
dle all computer systems for the 
Olympic Games from 2002 to 
2008. ending IBM’s 38-year as¬ 
sociation with the games. 

The deal, believed to be 
worth about $25Om (£L50m), is 
the largest ever sports-related 
rr contract awarded. Sema win 
be responsible for integrating 


By Peter Thal Larsen 

and ma n aging all computer 
systems, including ticketing, 
transport and supplying of data 
to media agencies and the 
Internet 

The contract covers the win¬ 
ter Olympics in Salt Lake City 
US, in 2002, the summer games 
in Athens in 2004 and the win¬ 
ter and summer games in 2006 


and 2008. It is a major coup for 
Sema, which wants to become 
a global pfayer in the computer 
industry. It is thought to have 
fended off EDS, the US giant 
“The upside is that it opens 
Sema to becoming a world¬ 
wide brand,” said George 
O’Connor; analyst at Granville, 
the investment bank. “The 
challenge is for them to execute 
on a worldwide basis.” 


The contract came up for 
grabs after the International 
Olympic Committee fell out 
with IBM, which has handled 
the systems for 38 years, blam¬ 
ing the US group for the logis¬ 
tical problems in Atlanta in 
1996. The two are also believed 
to have differed about who 
would have commercial control 
of the IOC's website. 

Sema has experience of 


dealing with large sports 
events, having worked on the 
1992 Olympics in Barcelona 
and handled IT for the 1996 Eu¬ 
ropean football chamnin n ah ip c 
in the UK. 

The contract is the first of 
three to be awarded fcy the IOC. 
The others are a deal to handle 
the timing, believed to have 
been won by Swatch, the Swiss 
group. The contract for com¬ 


puter hardware is lik 
fought out between < 
Compaq and Sun IV 
terns of the US. 

Pierre Bonelli, Se: 
executive, said: “It is 
opportunity to demons 
skills and esperienci 
man agement of long-ti 
plex projects on turn 
budget at the work 
highly regarded spoi 


AROUND THE WORLD’S MARKETS 


LONDON 


IN QUIET, uneventful trading blue 
chips tended to mark time ahead of 
Thursday’s decision on interest 
rates. 

Ebotsie, at one time up nearly 50 
points, ended 5.2 lower at 5,576.7 
with the thin trading largely 
responsible for the downturn. 

imperial Chemical Industries 
was the best performing Footsie 
constituent up 24p to 570p. 

ScottishPower’s £4.7bn US deal 
was given the thumbs down as the 
shares responded with a 66p fall to 
699p- 

Derek Pain, page 21 


NEW YORK 


US STOCKS rose yesterday with 
computer firms leading the way. 
While the Dow Jones remained 
unchanged, the Nasdaq climbed 
nearly 1 per emit to a record 2,020 
in early afternoon trading. 

Compaq rose nearly 5 per cent, 
with analysts expecting earnings 
to quadruple by next yean 
PacificCorp gained 1.5 per cent 
after ScottishPower anno unced its 
$12^bn purchase. Warner 
Lambert, the drug company, fell 4 
per cent after regulators said 33 
people had died as a result of 
taking Lambert's diabetes pfll& 


TOKYO 


JAPANESE STOCKS rose moderately 
yesterday on the back of gains in 
Wall Street In what dealers 
described as thin trading, the Nikkei 
closed at 14,742, a 0.6 per cent gain. 

The market lacked direction, with 
traders sitting nervously on the 
sidelines ahead of the public 
offering of Nippon Telegraph shares 
during this week. Not even a 
positive statement on taxes from 
Japanese Prime Minis ter Kaizo 
Obuehi could lift the lethargy. 

The biggest move of the day was 
Tateda Chemicals, which rose 2 per 
cent 


HONG KONG 


HONG KONG shares soared fay 
nearly 5 per cent with the Hang 
Seng closing at 10.428 on the back 
of an unexpected interest rate cut 
by Hong Kong banks, and a rate 
drop in China. 

HSBC rose 5.4 per cent 
finishing at HK$196, while Dao 
Hao Bank added 9.5 per cent to 
close at HK$24. 

The rate cuts were also good 
news for property companies, 
raising hopes that buyers would 
come back to the market Sun 
Hung Kai, Hong Kong's largest 
developer, gained 6 per ceuL 
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Empire building on the Oregon tr 



4the corporate history books 
are littered with the corpses of 
British companies who thought it 
would be a good idea to buy a busi¬ 
ness in the United States. At the top 

of the funeral pyre are retailers and 
banks, but now along comes a util¬ 
ity determined to throw itself into 
; the fire. At least ScottishFower 
should nave no difficulty providing 
the spark 

At the start of business yesterday 
its all-paper merger with PadfiCorp 
was worth nearly £i3bn. By the dose 
of play, it had melted'down to 
£1 1 Jbn, which just goes to show the 
kind of margin of error Scottish- 
Power is playing with. 

The salutary experience that the 
US utilities underwent when they 
came over here and picked off two- 
thirds of our regional electricity 
companies has not been enough to 
deter Ian Robinson, ScottishPower 
chief executive. TWo have returned 
home with their tails between their 
legs, another split its Rec in half and 
a further three are on the block. 

PadfiCorp is 8,000 miles away 
and governed by a regulatory 
regime as different as the Atlantic 
is wide, but the Scots still believe 
they have plenty to teach the back- 
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woodsmen in Oregon. Unfortu¬ 
nately, the novelty of the US regu¬ 
latory system is that the more profit 
the Scots make, the more they will 
end up sharing the spoils with the 
customer - always supposing they 
can achieve the S200m of annual cost 
savings already targeted. Not tike 
here, where the spoils of efficiency 
gain go to investors. 

Oregon is rich in natural beauty 
and charm, whde all those air miles 
will keep the Scots and their chil¬ 
dren in free flights from Glasgow to 
London the whole year round. But 
the management headaches alone 
of running a business on the other 
side of another continent make this 


one piece of corporate empire build¬ 
ing that will all too probably end in 
tears. It is hard to see how this 
merger adds value to either party. 

Post Office 

MUCH AS Peter Mandelson. Secre¬ 
tary of State for Dude and Indus¬ 
try. tried to dress up his policy for 
the Post Office yesterday as the right 

way forward for this bastion of 
state-administered monopoly and 
restrictive practice, the decision 
not to privatise has more to do with 
realpolitik than rigorous commer¬ 
cial assessment 

Privatisation would have 
required primary legislation, and 
even if the Government was able to 
find time for this in between erect¬ 
ing the Financial Services Author¬ 
ity and dismantling the House of 
Lords, it is not certain it would have 
the stomach forit. Even the mighty 
Hezza, fresh from closing down 
and privatising the coal industry, 
was unable to get that one through 
his back benchers. 

Mr Mandelson bas enough prob¬ 
lems with the trade unions as it Is. 
what with trying to water down the 


rules on union recognition: he 
wouldn't want to take them on over 
the Post Office as well. 

Mr Mandelson seems to have 
won his battle with the Treasury on 
another front, too. He has per¬ 
suaded the Exchequer to reduce the 
amount of profit taken byway of div¬ 
idend each year from 80 per cent of 
the total to 40 per cent This is still 
high by private sector standards, but 
for the investment-starved Post Of¬ 
fice, it is a lot better than nothing. 

The danger is that 130.000 pasties 
will see this largess as an early 
Christmas present and further raise 
their wage claims- You can pretend 
the Post Office is in the private sec¬ 
tor as much as you like: the estab¬ 
lishment of an independent 
regulator plus new freedoms for the 
Post Office to borrow and acquire 
(subject to government approval of 
course), is powerfully suggestive of 
the real thing. But in the end, make- 
believe just isn't the same. 

AD the same, Mr Mandelson Is 
right in thinking the Post Office 
would wither and (fie unless some- 
Uiing changes. Even without the 
promised "phased liberalisation" of 
the monopoly postal area, the Post 
Office’s position is likely to be pro¬ 


gressively eroded by e-mail and 
other forms of postal service. 

The Post Office is going to prove 
an interesting test of whether an or¬ 
ganisation subject to competitive 
pressures can be as effectively 
managed from the public as the pri¬ 
vate sector. The belief that it can is 
certainly a triumph of hope over ex¬ 
perience, but then a gain , stranger 
things have been known. 

UK interest rates 

will THE prospect of mince pies 
with tea tomorrow- and Thursday 
make members of the Monetary Pol¬ 
icy Committee play Santa and cut 
interest rates this week? If they 
don't the nation wiD feel Chris tmas 
has been cancelled. So should they 
make it an extra-special Xmas and 
cut by a half-point or more? Or 
should they play Scrooge? Short¬ 
term interest rates in Britain are 
now- some of the highest in the de¬ 
veloped world, so the debate is no 
longer about whether rates should 
fall only about how much and when. 

With the latest figures and sur¬ 
veys gloomier than ever, the notion 
of a big reduction to prevent the 


economy sliding too far, too fast has 
a lot of appeaL The case was put by 
Willem Buiterat November's MPC 
meeting. He argued that it would 
provide some insurance against in¬ 
flation falling below its per cent 
target - the risk in a year or so's 
time. Furthermore, it would fortify 
business and consumer confidence 
at a time when they were diving. 
Finally, it would be better to cut rates 
as far as they would probably have 
to fail in one swoop, rather than 
making a series of little reductions. 

In a recent speech another MPC 
member Charles Goodhart, re¬ 
ported that central banks are in real 
life far less activist than they ought 
to be in theory. In theory a surplus 
of news about the economy one way 
or the other ought to tilt the balance; 
we should expect to see lots of rate 
changes, and lots of reversals. 

In practice central banks are 
far more cautious. They rarely 
change the direction of policy, and 
when they do. it is to move in a series 
of small steps. Big changes in in¬ 
terest rates are the exception. 

Professor Goodhart reckons that 
this Is partly because commentators 
always criticise a big shift in policy. 
When the MPC raised rates unex¬ 


pectedly in June, it was described 
as “laughable" and accused of dis¬ 
sipating its credibility. Central 
bankers are only human, and they 
are sensitive about these things. 

But it is also partly because of 
pervasive uncertainty about the 
state of the economy. The data is un¬ 
certain - witness the suspension of 
the average earnings figures and 
the normal size of revisions to GDP 
The way the economy works is un¬ 
certain too and it is uncertainty - dri¬ 
ving through thick fog. using only a 
rear-view mirror with steering that 
responds with a two-year lag - that 
justifies moving races in small steps. 

That said, nobody would much 
mind the MFC getting it wrong now 
and cutting interest rates too much. 
Inflation might rise above target but 
we all enjoy an expansion. But just 
think of the uproar if it had raised 
rates by three-quarters of a poin t in 
one go last year. We would all have 
been pretty- uncertain about 
whether the economy needed that 
medicine. Professor Goodhart s 
preference for small doses is prob¬ 
ably the right one. and it is the one 
most Ukety to be adopted at this 
week's meeting of the MPC. The de¬ 
bate will rage on. all the same. 






SHARES JN ScottishPower fell 
by almost JO per centyesterday 
as the market questioned 
whether the group had overpaid 
by agreeing to buy the US util¬ 
ity- PacifiCorpfor £4ibn, writes 
Michael Harrison. 

The all-share deal will turn 
ScottishPower into one of the 
world’s 10 leading utility com¬ 
panies but leave it saddled with 


ScotPower falls on US deal 


£5.5bn of debt and a £l.9bn 
goodw ill write-off. 

Ian Robinson, ScottishPow¬ 
er chief executive, said the 
deal would be earnings-en- 
h an ring from the first full year 
and indicated it could take up 


to $2 00 m out of PacifiCorp’s 
costs over the next four years. 

The ambitious transatlantic 
deal will be accompanied by a 
£500m share buyback. Analysts 
also expect ScottishPower to 
speed up flotation of its Scottish 


Telecom subsidiary, worth an 
estimated £l.2bn. 

The group brushed aside 
prospects of a rival cash bid for 
Oregon-based PacifiOorp. It 
said that although this is the 
first foreign takeover of a US 


utility-, it expected regulator 
clearance within six months. 
Some analysts believe the deal 
will take 12 to 18 months to gain 
approval Ian Robinson will be 
chief executive of the enlarged 
group, which is valued at ll2bn 
at yesterday's closing prices. 

Outlook above 
News analysis, page IS 
People and Business, page 21 






Gavin Casey, the London Stock Exchange 
chief executive (left), and Fa we! Rzepba, 
president of Teiekomuzrikaga Polska, 
Pgjand’s privatised telecoms company, 
lynching the biggest ever global de¬ 
positary receipt listing on the Exchange 


yesterday. London's campaign to retain 
its position as Europe’s leading financial 
centre was given a farther boost by the 
Exchange's first euro-denominated de¬ 
positary receipt - from Croatia's largest 
commercial bank. Nicola Kurtz 


Investors challenge 
Marston pub deal 


SOME OF the largest institu¬ 
tional shareholders in regional 
brewer Marston. Thompson & 
Evershed are planning to vote 
against the company's proposed 
securitisation of its tenanted 
pub estate at a crunch meeting 
tomorrow. 

The shareholders aim to en¬ 
able the £262m lad from Wolver¬ 
hampton & Dudley to be 
considered at greater length. 

The vote on securitisation is 
seen as a test of confidence in 
tons’ management as 
' Wowes has made its 282p per 
: share offer conditional an the 
£i37m securitisation being re- 
• jected. 

One major institutional 
1 shareholder said it has “made 
it known" to Marstons that it 
wants the meeting adjourned. 
"It is incumbent on the board to 
adjourn the meeting in order to 
property discuss the offer;’' the 
shareholder said 

Shareholders are unhappy 


By nigel Cope 
A ssociate City Editor _ 

that Marstons appears to have 
agreed to some heavy upfront 
costs in the securitisation that 
would be written off if the meet¬ 
ing is pulled 

Marstons is said to have in¬ 
curred costs of Km so far in the 
securitisation, which is being 
arranged through Nomura, the 
Japanese investment bank. 
However; total costs including 
compliance, legal advice and 
hedging costs are thought to be 
around £l&n. 

Marstons said yesterday that 
its emergency meeting to ap¬ 
prove the securitisation was 
expected to go ahead It has said 
before that it would be too ex¬ 
pensive to defer the securitisa¬ 
tion. 

Some of Marstons’ institu¬ 
tional shareholders believe the 
Wolves bid is “too low.” 
Marstons shares closed 3p 


down at 291p yesterday. WWver- 
hampton & Dudley shares were 
a penny lower at 4235p. 

Marstons is offering to return 
llOp per share to shareholders 
via a share buy-back if they ap¬ 
prove the securitisation. The 
company then wants to use the 
remaining proceeds to invest in 
its managed pubs estate, which 
indudes the Pitcher & Piano 
group of bars. 

Greene King, the Abbot ale 
brewer, is waiting in the wings 
as a potential “white knight” bid¬ 
der for Marstons. However, it is 
understood to be waiting until 
the outcome of tomorrow’s 
meeting is known before show¬ 
ing its hand 

The company is thought to be 
interested in pfajing a part in the 
consolidation of the brewing 
and pub sector. The City might 
view such a move favourabty 
after its successful integration 
of the Magic Pub Company in 
1996. 


£KN pays £335m for US 
metal components firm 


/ GKN TOOK a major step for¬ 
ward in its American expansion 
strategy yesterday by paying 
£335m to acquire a US powder 
metallurgy, aerospace compo¬ 
nents and industrial services 
business. 

The acquisition of Interlace 
Corporation will also trans¬ 
form GKN into the world’s 
leading vertically-integrated 
supplier of powdered metal 
components, which are taking 

over from castings and finfflags 

in the car and aerospace in¬ 
dustries because of their light 
ness and strength. 

The acquisition will mean 
GKN has increased its 
sSes in powder metallurgy 
seven-fold to $81 lm since 1996 

and doubled its turnover in the 

aerospace components sector 


By Michael Harrison 

GKN is paying £158m for 
Interiake’s equity and assum¬ 
ing debt of £i77m. It will also 
incur a goodwill charge of 
£47Gm which will be amortised 
over 20 years. 

Interiake employs 2^00 peo¬ 
ple and made profits of £27m on 
sales of £293m last year. Of its 
three divisions, the most im¬ 
portant is the Hoeganaes Cor¬ 
poration, which has sales of 
$200m ami supplies 50 percent 
of the US market for powdered 
metals. 

GKN is already a big cus¬ 
tomer of Hoeganaes, account¬ 
ing for about 15 per cent of its 
sales. About 60 per cent of its 
turnover comes from the auto¬ 
motive Industry and the rest 


from sectors such as pharma¬ 
ceuticals and photocopying. 

C KChow, chief executive of 
GKN, said it did not anticipate 
any regulatory or competition 
difficulties. He also said Hoe- 
ganeas would be run as an 
arms’ length business, to re¬ 
assure its other customers that 
they would not be at a disad¬ 
vantage to GKN. 

Interlake's Chem-Tbonics di¬ 
vision has sales of $200m and 
makes lightweight components 
for the aerospace industry, 
mainly engine manufacturers 
such as Rolls-Royce, General 
Electric and Piatt & Whitney. 

The third leg of the business, 
industrial services, is a com* 
piementary fit for GEN’S Chep 
pallet division and makes rack¬ 
ing for pallets and conveyors. 
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News Analysis: Will the Scots have more joy in the US power market than the Americans have had here 

^ ^ titionc 011 ®® 


turns tables 
with US buy 


THE BRITISH are coming. At 
last Alter watching more than 
half the UK electricity industry 
being swallowed up by Ameri¬ 
can utilities, ScottishPoweryes- 
terday turned the tables with an 
all-paper £4.4bn takeover of the 
Oregon-based electricity com¬ 
pany PadfiCorp. 

ScottishPower's bid is op¬ 
portunist - PadfiCorp shares 
are at an 18 -month low and the 
business is rudderless having 
sacked its chief executive three 
months ago. Nor was RtdfiCarp 
the first choice, ScottishPower’s 
chief executive, Ian Robinson, 
having previously held abortive 
talks with two other US utilities 
- Florida Light and Power and 
Cinergy. 

The question the City is now 
asking is will the Scots have any 
more jay in the US power mar¬ 
ket than the Americans have 
had over here? 

The US invasion of the 
British electridty industry has 
scarcely been an unalloyed suc¬ 
cess. Of the eight regional elec¬ 
tricity companies bought by 
American utilities, two have 
been sold back, another has 
been split in two and a further 
three are reckoned to be on the 
block. 

And yet the “me too" men¬ 
tality that attracted so many US 


By Michael Harrison 

companies into the UK elec¬ 
tricity market looks like beingre- 
peated in the opposite direction 
across the Atlantic Where Scot- 
tishPower has led, British En¬ 
ergy, National Grid and, 
eventually perhaps, PowerGen 
look to follow. 

ScottishPower may know 
everything there is to know 
about electridty and how to 
supply it more efficiently. But 
wife PadfiCorp, it is walking into 
a business that is 8,000 mOes 
away and operates under a very 
different regulatory regime. Nor 
are there the same synergies 
and cost benefits to be wrung 
out of PadfiCorp as Scottish¬ 
Power achieved with its earlier 
UK acquisitions, Man web and 
Southern Water 

So is this merely empire 
building on a grand and distant 
scale? Richard Alderman of 
Merrill Lynch says the straight 
answer is probably yes. “Scot¬ 
tishPower would have had to do 
a deal soon or it would have run 
out of steam." 

But for the moment he is pre¬ 
pared to give the company the 
benefit of the doubt "The other 
question you have to ask is 
have they managed acquisi¬ 
tions successfully in the past and 
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the answer has to be yes. It will 
be hard for them not to show a 
positive return on this deaL n 

In PadfiCorp, ScottishPower 
is inheritinga businesswith 1.4 
million customers in six US 
states along with interests in 
10,000 megawatts of coal-fined 
generation and a handful of 
coal mines. PadfiCorp also 
owns the electridty supply and 
distribution business serving 
Melbourne, Australia. 

It also inherits a business that 
has underperformed both fi¬ 
nancially and managed ally. 
PadfiCorp has not raised its div¬ 
idend since 1993 and it has con¬ 
sistently undershot the “profit 
cap" imposed by its state regu¬ 
lators by an average of 25 per 
cent 

Whereas US utilities are typ¬ 
ically allowed to earn a rate of 
return on equity of 12-13 per 
cent, PadfiCorp has struggled 
to achieve 10 per cent and in 
some states has slipped as low 
as 8-9 per cent ScottishPower 
estimates that over the next four 
years it can generate annual ef¬ 
ficiency savings of up to $200m 
without Hump ing up against its 
regulated rate of return. 

Ian Russell, deputy chief ex¬ 
ecutive of SajttishRjwer and the 
other half of the management 
duo that has plotted its spec- 



Gtasgow 


i price, pence 





tacular expansion, says there are 
many myths about the US elec¬ 
tridty industry 

One is that is it difficult, if not 
impossible far foreigners to buy 
into the industry because of the 


5 million 


Electricity generation Act* 

distribution, supply In 
Scotland. Also owns 
Manweb, Southern Water 
and Scottish Telecom 
plus gas supply business 

restrictions imposed through 
the Public Utilities Holding Act. 
The other myth, be s^ys, is that 
there is only limited scope for 
earnings growth in the US be¬ 
cause the US regulatoty system 


Headquarters 

Portland. Oregon 

VafaM 

£4.4bn 

Turnover 

S6.3bn 

Profits _ 

• &664m 

Customers 

1.4 mUDon 

Employees 

8,100 


share price. S 


Ides Supplies electridty 

In six US states, owns 
coal mines and coal- 
fired stations. Also 
owns POwercor in 
Australia 

pa ps profits, tmHin* the British 
one, which caps prices and 

ffipjT *lhraannws Kharrfinldpr sfo 

hang on to any efficiency gains 
made. 

Mr Russell says Scottish- 



Rawer has been “welcomed with 
open arms” by the Securities and 
Exchange Commission while 
state regulatoiy approval should 
be received in five to six mouths 
since the deal raises no compe- 


| iHM——— 1 ^—> nJY 1 IJ H- - 

(Left to right) Ian Rnssell, ScottishPower deputy chief executive; Richard 0*BriaEi, PadfiCorp chief 
officer; Murray Stuart, ScottishPower chairman; Tan Robinson, ScottishPower chief executive Mark Chuvers 


tition concerns tat is merely a 
change of ownership- 

He also points out that in two 
of the sis states in which Itoj 
fiCorpopera^-O^^ 

ra ^mg -mcefluve-oaseflieg- 

ulation has been mtrotaced, 
a g ow ing utilities to exceed Hfflr 

regulated rate of retur n and 

share the surplus betweencns- 

tomers and shareholdas. .. . 

The other big quesoonmatk 
is how well ScottishPower’s 
share offer wiD go down mthe 
US and whether it h as th e fire¬ 
power to mate* any rival cash 

bidder that might surface. 

About half of Pa rifiCor p’s 
shares are held by ptivatein- 

vestors. ScottishPower befieves 

its all-paper offer will be at¬ 
tractive to them because there 
yrinbenotaxtopay imrnw fa hty 

while income growth, the tram 
reason retail investors hold 

shares, will be superior 

Analysts also punt out that 
ScottishPower has been assid¬ 
uous in courting US investors. 

“When it goes on a roadshow it 

covers the country east coast to 
west It is better known in the 
US tb an any other European 
utility" says one analyst 
In the past three years, the 
proportion of the com pany 
owned by US investors has risen 
from 1.5 per cent to 10 per cent 
ScottishPowerhasnotTuledouy 
arivalbidforP&rifiCoip.But I a|jj 

Mr Russell says: “There are 
not many others who could af¬ 
ford to match us cm a cash basis. 
And if another US utility decid¬ 
ed to bid it could face competi¬ 
tion problems and an 18 -month 

wait for regulatory clearance." 

Nevertheless, the PadfiCorp 
bid wiD be to most ambitious and 
most risky expansion to date. 

Mr Robinson says: “Yfe spent 
a year looking at the US, re¬ 
searching the market, and we 
are confident we have found 
the ideal partner” History wifi 
show whether those words 
stand the test of time. 


Evans Halshaw soars on bid approach 


SHARES IN the car dealership 
Evans Halshaw, which has 64 
Ford, Vauxhafl and Audi fran¬ 
chises, soared yesterday on 
hopes of a £70m-plus takeover 
bid Potential bidders indude 
the American group Republic 
and British dealerships Pen- 
dragon and Sanderson Bra- 
mall Motor Group. 

Evans Halshaw shares rose 
50p to 2ll.5p on confirmation 
that the company had received 


an approach “which may or 
may not lead to a recommend¬ 
ed offer being made for the 
company at a premium to the 
current share price". 

Analysts speculated last 
night that the company had 
probably received more than 
one approach and that the 
chairman, Alan S mith , former¬ 
ly with the brewer Boddingtons, 
is almost certain to recom¬ 
mend a deaL 


Ev ans Halshaw, which has 
annual sales of around £800m 
and is expected to make pre-tax 
profits of £l4m this year, has 
been affected by the general 
economic downturn which has 
led to a collapse in consumer 
confidence. 

UK car dealerships such as 
Evans Halshaw are also strug¬ 
gling against a backdrop of 
increasing consolidation in the 
sector and the move by manu¬ 


facturers, including Fbrd, to 
takp direct stakes in the deal¬ 
erships s elling their car models. 

In September Evans Hal¬ 
shaw reported that trading 
could be difficult in the second 
half of its year; which prompt¬ 
ed analysts to downgrade their 
forecasts for the current year 
to the £l4m level. 

Evans Halshaw shares have 
fallen from around 300p earli¬ 
er this year 


Continuing next Saturday in 

MTHE INDEPENDENT 



i 

j 







ar 3£tmtes 



PART 3 - Getting the most out of the Internet 

Everything you need to know about Home Computing 
in the third of our free 128 page four part series 


Blagden announces 
U-turn on strategy 


I BLAGDEN, the troubled chem- 
! icals and industrial group, yes¬ 
terday executed a 180 -degree 
change in its strategy when it 
pulled out of talks with poten¬ 
tial bidders, parted company 
with its chief executive, and an- 
. nounced plans to hit the acqui¬ 
sition trail. 

Shares in Blagden {dunged 
! 21 per cent to l3&5p as the 
group announced that it had 
I ended two-month-old takeover 
talks after the company’s board 
was “unable to agree terms 
which it considered would be ac¬ 
ceptable to shareholders". 

David Kendall, the chair¬ 
man, said the management 
would now concentrate onpur- 
suing acquisitions “in a market 
place whkfo is continuing to soft¬ 
en”. 

He added that the company 
had been in “active discus¬ 
sions" with several targets 
which would add to BJagden’s 
manufacturing and speciality 
chemical distribution units. 


by Peter Thal Larsen 

Blagden has a cash pile worth 
around £80m. 

Dick Searfe, Blagdetfs chief 
executive of the past four years 
and the manager credited with 
helping to turn (he group 
around will be leaving the com¬ 
pany at the end of December 

Most of his responsibilities 
will be taken over by David 
Roach e, who will carry on as fi¬ 
nance director Eryi Morris, the 
former deputy chief executive of 
Courtaulds. the chemicals 
group, and currently a non-ex¬ 
ecutive director of Blagden. will 
become deputy chairman. 

David Kendall, Blagden’s 
chairman, said MrSearle's de¬ 
parture “reflects the size and 
composition of the group going 
forward”. 

The upheaval follows Blag¬ 
den’s earlier decision to con¬ 
centrate on its speciality 
chemicals operations-a move 
that prompted the sale of its 


packaging and protective equip¬ 
ment divisions. 

Several large groups, in¬ 
cluding ICI and Elementis. have 
been concentrating on special¬ 
ity chemicals in the belief that 
the market for those products 
is stable and relatively pre¬ 
dictable. 

However; the move has been 
undermined by the effects of the 
world economic slowdown, 
which has knocked demand. 

Moreover many analysts be¬ 
lieve that small chemical com¬ 
panies are not large enough to 
survive on their own, and will be 
forced to sell up to larger preda¬ 
tors. 

In the past yean UK-listed 
chemical companies including 
Allied Colloids, Ins pec and , 
Courtaulds have all been take n 
over by larger predators. 

Although Blagden never re¬ 
vealed the names of its suitors, 
the company is believed to have 
been in discussions with several 
potential trade buyers. 


Hillsdown poultry breeder 
sold to buyout for £100m 


HILLSDOWN HOLDINGS, the 
food conglomerate which 
demerged its chilled foods and 
housebuilding businesses in 
I the summer; has sold the Ross 
! Breeders poultry business to a 
management buyout for £lQ0m. 

However; deteriorating mar¬ 
ket conditions have disrupted 
the remainder of HUlsdown's 
disposal programme. The fur¬ 
niture division, which includes 
Christie Tyler, has been taken 
off the market after venture 
capital buyers backed off. They 
had been offering around 
£160m compared to HiQsdown's 
asking price of £L75m. 

The remainder of the poul¬ 
try business, which is strug¬ 
gling against over-supply and 


By Nigel cope 
Associate City Editor _ 

the effects of the strong pound, 
will not now be sold. Neitherwill 
the potatoes division, where 
the level of offers has been 
disappointing. 

Of the original disposal pro¬ 
gramme, only the continental 
bakeries and wine and spirits 
operations are still on the mar¬ 
ket Discussions over these 
sales are continuing, Hillsdown 
said. 

The proceeds from the Ross 
Breeders disposal will be used 
to reduce debt, which will stand 
at £245m following the deal. 
Hillsdown said. 

In a current trading state- 


C0MPANY RESULTS 


mait, the company said the gro¬ 
cery and furniture divisions 
were trading satisfactorily, but 
there has been no improvement 
in the fortunes of the poultry 
business. 

The buyout of Ross Breeders 
has been backed by the venture 
capital group, BC Partners. 

The business win continue to be 

run by John Ewart, Ross's j 
chief executive. 


---- *>* A IWIIQCO Hi 

genetically bred poultry stock, 
which is supplied to farmers for 
breeding. It has 11 hatcheries 
and 147 forms worldwide. Last 
year it recorded operating prof¬ 
its ofm.irn on sales of £64£m. 

Hillsdown shares dosed un¬ 
changed at rep. 


Name _ Turnover (£) Pre-tax (£) 

AealW 78.17m (74.64ml 7-23m (5 62m] 

MVarSfWpd) 2Jflm(V33m) 0.231 rn(0.22Qm) 

Britt Lad Csnfnarf) 135.1mp30&n) 50.1m(51.6m] 

Carda EoBiMBring Grnsj>0) 68.16m (91.67 m) 5.68m(&C?5m) 

CoMK&wpO) • I5.593rof12.l43m} IJOImfl ,493m) 

FMptf tMhg Gnropfl) 15.Mmf13.42m) 0.3B3m[0.340m) 

BatHxrftMfaCorporaDoafF) 050&n(2.01fn) -0.4B2m(-0.485m) 
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IN BRIEF 

Zenith forecasts 
ad-spend growth 

ZENITH, the media planning 
agency, defied media wisdom 
by forecasting that growth in 
global advertising spending 
would accelerate. 

The group, jointly owned 
by advertising giants Saatchi 
& Saatchi and Cordiant, r 
predicted that spending on i 
advertising would grow by & 
per cent in next year, 5.3 per 
cent in 2000 and 5-8 per cent 
in 2001 , compared to 
expected growth of 3.9 per 
cent this year John Perriss, 
Zenith chairman, sai± “The 
message from our worldwide 
network is clear - advertisers 
feel good about the future.” 

Compel’s £1 deal 

COMPEL, the computer f 
services group, yesterday' 
snapped up rival supplier 
Info Products for just £L The 
company, which has assets of 
£28m but is losing moneyand 
has debts of £10m, will give 
Compel access to blue-chip 
customers such as Fbrd, 
Procter & Gamble and Shell 
The deal will be part-funded 
by a shareholder placing to 
raise £3xn. 

Carclo profit fall 

CARCLO, the engineerin g 
group, announced the £11.5 e£ 
acquisition of Combined 
Optical Industries from 
Quadromatic and a 29 per 
cent foil in six-month pre-tax 
profits to.£5.7m. George 
Kennedy, Carclo chairman, 
said the card-clo thing 
division had been “direetty 
exposed to the worst of the 
global recession in the textile 
business’’. The shares closed 
up 4 per cent at 92p. 

Aggreko’s Tower 

AGGREXO, specialist in 
renting air conditioning and 
temperature equipment, /A 

announced the $l3.5m ' " 

purchase of Tbwer Ttech, the 

US cooling tower specialist. 

Tower Tech's hi-tech 
products are used in the 
nuclear; pharmaceutical and 
petro-chemical industries. 

The acquisition is “an 
important continuation of our 
growth strategy" said the 
chief executive. Dr Chris 
Masters. 

Bullough sales 

BULLOUGH, the engineering 
group, yesterday announced 
the £i6.9m sale of three of its 
refrigeration businesses to a 
group led by 3i Group and 

fended by Royal Bank of 
Scotland. 

The proceeds of the 

disposal win chiefly be used 
to repay company debt, A 
currently standing at £l& 2 m. 1 r 
“This is an important further 
step in our drive to sharpen 
the focus of Bullough,” said 
the company’s chief 
executive, Gordon Bond. 












Rhone-Poulenc informs its shareholders 


Aventis 


Creation of a new global leader 
in life sciences 


RHONE-POULENC and HOECHST plan 11 to merge their Life Sciences activities 
(Pharmaceuticals, Animal and Plant Health) into a new company, called AVENTIS. 
Ownership will be equally divided between the two partners. 

"With its new culture, increased R&D resources, competitive positioning in emerging technologies, 
enhanced product pipeline and strong marketing prowess, Aventis will have a solid platform 
for sustained medium-to-long-term growth in both sales and profitability". 


Jurgen Dormann 
Chairman of Hoechst A.G. 


Jean-Rene Fourtou 
Chairman of Rhone-Poulenc S.A. 


Aventis , a milestone which takes Hoechst's and Rhone-Poulenc’s long-established strategic focus on Life 
Sciences a step further. 

Aventis, the birth of a global leader. With 1997 pro forma sales of US$ 20 billion and 95,000 employees, 
Aventis will be a global leader in Life Sciences, in Pharmaceuticals, in Vaccines, in Plant Health and in 
Animal Health. 

Aventis, international, unified management. Aventis will leverage and build upon the expertise and 
experience of executives from both parent companies, with a shared vision and common approach to 
business, committed to a successful integration while building the foundation for future development. 

Aventis, a high performance organization. Hoechst’s and Rhone-Poulenc's Life Sciences units will be regrouped 
into a new company Aventis consisting of Aventis Pharma and Aventis Agriculture. 

AventlS, a foundation for long-term growth. Aventis will possess one of the largest R&D budgets in its 
category as well as a wide range of emerging technologies. 

Aventis, a European company with global reach. Headquartered in Strasbourg, between Paris and 
Frankfurt, Aventis will be a French incorporated company. 

Aventis, a seamless union. In the initial two to three year phase, both parent companies will exist alongside 
each other and will continue to be publicly listed. During this time, they will be renamed Aventis Hoechst and 
Aventis Rhone-Poulenc. This integration phase will come to an end when both partners have divested their 
chemicals businesses in the best interest of shareholders and employees alike. When the merger is completed, 
there will be a listing of a single stock. 


www.rhone-poulenc.com / www.hoechst.com 
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(1) The merger is expected to be submitted to the General Meetings of Shareholders, by mid-1999, once the regulatory approvals have been obtained and the legal procedures carried out 
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Mortgage banks depress sentiment 


* AHEAD OF Thursday’s expected in' 
’ terest-rate cut, mortgage banks 
came under pressure as cautious 
comments emerged from two 
investment houses and another 
was thought to be on the verge of 
producing a bearish circular. 

Alliance & Leicester led the re¬ 
treat falling 41 jp to 850.5p; Wool¬ 
wich was not far behind with a 
n.75p decline to 354p and Halifax 
Slipped 17p to 847p. 

CSFB believes the former build¬ 
ing societies are 18 per cent over¬ 
valued and suggests investors 
should be underweight in the 
shares. It is worried by growing 
competition and the impact of the 
slowdown in the economy. The in¬ 
vestment house is expected to trim 
its profit forecasts. 

The much smaller Williams de 
Broe has already wielded the axe, 
lopping a few million from its Abbey 
National and H alifax current-year 
estimates, but was much more 
severe on next year's forecasts, cut¬ 
ting Abbey £65m to £l.65bn and Hal¬ 
ifax £70m to £i.83bn. The 
stockbroker regards Abbey shares, 
down 7p at l,178p, as a buy but is a 
seller of Halifax. 


Market 

Report 



derek 

Pain 


Credit Lyonnais is thought to be 
lining up a negative review of the 
mortgage banks, and there were 
suggestions ABN Amro was cau¬ 
tious oo some of the players, par¬ 
ticularly Alliance & Leicester. 

The rest of the market had a 
lethargic session, with the looming 
Monetary Policy Committee deci¬ 
sion prompting many investors to 
observe events from the sidelines. 

At one time Footsie was up 49.2 
points but as the session wore on 
the lack of buying interest took its 
toll and by the close the index was 


nursing a 5.2 fall at5,576.7. The mid 
cap and small cap indices achieved 
modest progress. 

Even a dazzling array of ru¬ 
mours of various forms of corporate 
action failed to stimulate. British 
Aerospace and General Electric Co. 
were among the heavyweight con¬ 
tenders for takeover honours and 
First Leisure Corporation and 
Sears were also prominent 

BAe, I5.25p higher at 511p, was 
back on the European consolidation 
runway. There is little doubt that 
links between the European aero¬ 
space groups are being discussed; 
the question is when will a deal be 
clinched and what form it will take. 

The latest stir stemmed from 
weekend rumours in France that 
Daimler/Chrysler Aerospace and 
BAe were near to revealing an al¬ 
liance which could be the central 
force in any regrouping. 

GEC, 3p firmer at 537p. reflect¬ 
ed reports that it has held discus¬ 
sions over joint ventures, possibly 
even a full merger; with Lockheed 
Martin, the US group. 

The big blue-chip deal of the day 
failed to provoke any enthusiasm. 
ScottishRrtver was short-circuited 


66p to G09p after confirming its 
£4.7bn deal with ftirifiCorp. The aU- 
share takeover will catapult the 
group, with a £ 12 . 8 bn capitalisation, 
into the world's top 10 utilities. 

Among the midcap bid candi- 


AHEAD OF a trading update 
due tomorrow Kingfisher rose 
7.5p to 524p. BT Alex.Brown 
regards the shares, which have 
performed much better than 
most retailers, a buy but feels 
the trading report could be 
disappointing. It frets about 
the retail recession which 
“must be hurting" and has 
trimmed its year's expectations 
by 4.3 per cent to £5p9.2m. 
Kingfisher has moved between 
406p and 582.5p in the past 
year. 


dates. First Leisure put on 22p to 
255on talk of a management buy¬ 
out or venture capitalist break-up. 
In summer the shares were 436.5p. 

Sears, the retailer which de 
merged Selfridges in July, hardened 
7p to 240p. Here a gain a venture 


SHARE SPOTLIGHT 



capitalist-backed bid is considered 
more likely than a strike from an¬ 
other retail chain. 

Engineer Siebe firmed 2p to 
218.75p on talk that its offer for 
struggling rival BTR was encoun¬ 
tering growing City criticism. 

Among the third liners Evans 
Halshaw led the field. The car 
dealer drove up 50p to 2U.5p as it 
said bid talks were underway. The 


shares were 305p in the spring. 

Aspen, a hard-pressed market¬ 
ing group, lost 9p to 40p after 
putting itself up for sale and warn¬ 
ing of further losses. Chemical 
group Blagden Industries 


EXPLORATION MINNOWS, 
irrespective of what they are 
seeking, remain unloved in the 
stock market. Latest to feel the 
pinch is little Sonth African 
group Firestone Diamonds, 
floated at Il4p in the summer. 
The shares, already down to 
81.5p, plunged a farther 15p 
prompting the company to 
complain it was unaware of any 
reason for the fall. It promised 
updates on its developments in 
the near future, saying they 
were “progressing well”. 


slumped 37p to I36.5p as talks with 
a potential bidder were called oft. 

Cadbury' Schweppes hardened 
I8p to 883p. The confectionery and 
soft drinks group has clinched a bot¬ 
tling deal which “will ensure future 
growth” of its Dr Pepper/Seven-Up 


soft drink operation in the US. 

Analysts’ comments were not 
confined to mortgage banks. 
Lehman Brothers provided a boost 
far Imperial Chemical Industries. 
Surprisingly, the American invest¬ 
ment bank had not, until now, re¬ 
searched what used to be the 
bellwether of UK industrial health. 
It set a target price of700p, enough 
to put ICI at the top of the Footsie 
leader board with a 24p gain to 570p. 

J Sainsbury, downgraded by 
Goldman Sachs, was cut I3p to 
462J>p and Tesco, ahead of an in¬ 
vestment meeting tomorrow, 
slipped 2p to I62p. 

Shell, the oil giant which bas 
been left out in the cold, flared 6.5p 
to 335p after confirming that it in¬ 
tended to meet analysts this month. 

Jockeying ahead of this week's 
various FTSE index changes 
prompted activity, with advertising 
group WPP, one of those in the rel¬ 
egation zone, up 13-25p to 346.75p. 
and Dixons, a sure-fire candidate 
for promotion, 20p up at 770p. 

SEAQ VOLUME: 669.1 million 
SEAQ TRADES: 54.681 
GILT INDEX: 113.89 -0.34 


investment: Developer British Land is heavily exposed in City of London property 

Ritblat shrugs off slump fears 


How shotguns 
oil the wheels 


BRITISH LAND: AT A GLANCE 


Market value: £2.49bn. share price 475p (-Up) 


■ Half yw to 31 March - 


Hall year to 30 September 


Five-year record 

1996 

1997 

1998 

1997 

1998 

Trading profit (Cm) 

205.0 

269.0 

269.0 

159.0 

161.0 

Pre-tax profits (£m) 

62.0 

91 0 

127.0 

51.6 

50.1 

Earnings per share (p) 

11.2 

15.7 

21.2 

8.4 

8.1 

Dividends per share (p) 

86 

9.0 

9.8 

3.1 

3.2 


Share price 

pence 

800- 



1993 94 95 96 97 98 


Net asset value 

pence per share. 31 March 
6 00 - 


■V 


1994 95 96 97 98 


Bv Peter Thal Larsen _ 

JOHN RITBLAT, chairman of British 
Land, yesterday shrugged off fears 
of an impending property slump 
and declared his intention to carry 
on expanding Britain’s largest and 
most successful property group. 

“Our long-term view remains 
positive, particularly in the City of 
J-Jondon, where we are continuing to 
'sxe advantage of good investment 
opportunities," he said as British 
Land reported a slight fall in inter¬ 
im pre-tax profits to £50.1m. 

That view is at odds with much of 
the City, which believes that British 
Land's exposure to the Square Mile 
makes it vulnerable to a downturn. 
These worries have driven shares in 
the company down from their peak 
of 803p in March. Yesterday, they 
dosed down Up at 475p. 

“It’s interesting that he is talking 
about long-term confidence in the 
Qjty, but says nothing about the 
{ Jf»rt term.” one analyst said. 

The main concern is that Mr Rit¬ 
blat splashed out heavily on two pro¬ 
jects just before the stock market 
dived in August. First. British Land 
bought the building occupied by the 
European Bank for Reconstruction 
and Development for £206m. It then 
signed a joint venture with Rafitrack 


to develop a new 65.000-square 
metre building in Broadgate next to 
Liverpool Street station. The com¬ 
plex project involves British Land 
building a raft over the railway 
tracks before it can start building. 

Those deals, and others around 
Broadgate, mean British Land's ex¬ 
posure to the Square Mile now ac¬ 
counts for almost half its portfolio. 


“You've got competition from de¬ 
velopments such as Canary Wharf 
and you've got some good second¬ 
hand space coming on to the mar¬ 
ket in a few years’ time." says one 
observer “Where will the growth 
come from?” 

John Weston-Smith, British Land 
finance director; says the group is 
buying property because it is avail- 


^ccine boost for Powderject 


POWDERJECT Pharmaceuticals, the 
drug company behind tbeneedle-less 
syringe, yesterday revealed a major 
breakthrough in the fight against 
Hepatitis B. 

The Anglo-US group has become 
the first company in the world to 
complete a successful trial of a 
DNA-based vaccine for Hepatitis B 
- a potentially fatal liver disease that 
affects 350m people worldwide. 

The success of phase one trials 
triggered a Elm payment to Pow- 
deiject from the pharmaceutical 
t 4j*nt Glaxo Wellcome, its partner in 
Cue vaccine venture. It also put the 
biotechnology group in a leading po- 
sition in the ilbn a year market for 
Hepatitis B vaccines. 

DNA vaccines are considered 
safer than traditional treatments 
because they cany a lower risk of 
causing the disease. 

News of the successful trial sent 
Powderject shares up I4p to 509p. 
Shares in Powderject, which yes- 


By Francesco Guerbera 

terday reported a near two-fold in¬ 
crease in its interim pre-tax loss to 
£4 8m, have risen almost four-fold 
since the beginning of the year 

Investors have perceived the 
company as lower-risk than other 
biotechnology groups because it 
does not develop its own drugs. The 
company's reliance on existing 
drugs reduces the risk of a failure in 
tiie development programme and en¬ 
sures a steadier earnings stream. 

However Powderject still needs 
to go through clinical trials as all its 
drugs have to be tested for use with 
its needle-less syringes. 

The syringe, which uses a super¬ 
sonic burst cf helium instead of a nee¬ 
dle to deliver the compound, is bring 
tested on three mam products: the 
Hepatitis B vaccine, a local anaes¬ 
thetic Lidocaine and the anti-impo- 
tence drug AlprostadiLThe company 
plans to launch Lidocaine on the 


market at tbe end of 2000, with Al- 
prostadil coming on stream a year 
later 

Sally Bennett, a pharmaceutical 
analyst with broker Sutherlands, 
said that Powd eject’s strategy cush¬ 
ioned it against the uncertainties ex¬ 
perienced by other drug 
development companies. 

“It’s dear that its technology 
works. The difficulty is that it has to 
reformulate existing drugs into 
forms that can be injected in the sy¬ 
ringe,” she said. 

She added that with £26.7to of cash 
in the bank and a number of agree¬ 
ments with major pharmaceutical 
partners, the yearly cash-bum of 
aroundnOmwouMnotbeaprobleiiL 

However other analysts said that 
Powderject shares were now fully 
priced “The problem is that they are 
much better valued than other 
biotech companies and their lower 
risk status is already in the price," 
one industry expert said 


of business 



John Ritblat: Optimism is at 
odds with City sentiment 


able. "You’ve got to grab things 
when you can." He adds that the City 
market is not overwhelmed with 
space, and that British Land will not 
start bidding the new developments 
until it has found occupants. 

However. British Land is be¬ 
lieved to be trying to sell some of its 
City properties outside the 
Broadgpte development, suggesting 


JARVIS, the transport infrastruc¬ 
ture maintenance company yester¬ 
day predicted that the Government's 
Private Finance Initiative (PFI) 
would yield it further opportunities. 

Reporting a 55 per cent increase 
in half-year pre-tax profit to £19.7m, 
Paris Moavedi, the chief executive, 
said: “Ws do not view the PFI as a fad, 
but as tbe most common way capi¬ 
tal projects will be funded in future. 
Most value will not be in construction, 
but in facility management.” 

Jarvis, which bas track mainte¬ 
nance contracts with Rafitrack worth 
over £500m and a large road mark¬ 
ing operation, maintains that its 
businesses are re cession-res QienL 

Chairman Roger Payton said: 
“Jarvis has a secured woridoad for (he 
current and future years in excess of 
£ 12 bn [and] operates in markets 
where demand for its services can be 
expected to remain hi g h .” 


that it is not quite as bullish as it 
sounds, and the issue has over¬ 
shadowed British Land's other pro¬ 
jects. The company's property joint 
ventures with Ttesco and Great Uni¬ 
versal Stores, the retail giants, are 
performing well: in the six months 
to September British Land's share 
of profit from joint ventures jumped 
19 per cent to £29.4m. 

Then there is the question of 
what British Land plans to do with 
its 6.3 per cent stake in Selfridges, 
the troubled Oxford Street depart¬ 
ment store. City observers suggest 
that a joint venture with a bidder or 
a sale-and-leaseback would be two 
possibilities. 

Fbrecasts put British Land's net 
asset value for tbe year to 31 March 
1999 at about 600 p per share. This 
means that the group's shares, 
which dropped 6p to 480p yesterday, 
are hardly overvalued. 

But, while investors praise British 
Land’s management, its blue-chip 
customer base and strong cash flow, 
they see little prospect of the mar¬ 
ket changing its sentiment towards 
the company. 

It is just as well that Mr Ritblat 
is taking a long-term view, because 
in the short term British Land 
shares are showing few signs of 
making up the ground they have lost 


BY Simon Duke 


Mr Moayedi said: “Tbe demand 
for road marking does not change if 
there is a recession.” Jarvis wants 
to expand road maintenance into Eu¬ 
rope, and expects to benefit from 
Rail track’s £i7bn investment plan. 

One analyst said that, with main ¬ 
tenance contracts lasting up to 30 
years, “tbe City believes PFI has a 
massive future". Peter Jones, analyst 
at Peel Hunt, said: “The likelihood of 
growth in PFI contracts in the sec¬ 
tors in which Jarvis specialises 
means it will have above average 
turnover growth, and significant for¬ 
ward earnings visibility." 

With the shares flat at 605p yes¬ 
terday, and analysts forecasting full- 
year profits of £65m, the stock trades 
at a forward p/e of 17. With rivals 
such as Serco trading at up to 30, 
Jarvis looks cheap at these levels. 


SIR GRAHAM HEARNE has become 
a bit of a sitting duck for investors. 
The chairman of Enterprise Oil is 
under fire from some shareholders 
over the company’s use of the won¬ 
derfully-named Six Mile Bottom, 
one of Britain's largest shooting 
estates. 

Enterprise owns the rights to 
shoot partridge and pheasant on the 
land near Newmarket. Apparently 
Mr Hearne and other directors, 
including chief executive Pierre 
Jungels, regularly use the Bottom 
for free to entertain clients. 

An Enterprise spokesman tells 
me that shooting pheasants is the 
perfect way to win oil business. 
“The deals done there have more 
than repaid the price of the shoot¬ 
ing rights," he reassures me. 

But surely on the verge of a new 
millennium. Enterprise's way of 
doing business is an outdated throw- 
back to an era of old school ties and 
cosy chats between chums? Ez; not 
really - around half a dozen com¬ 
panies, including Bass, the brewez; 
Allied Zurich, the insurance giant 
and Bilton the property minnow re¬ 
cently bought by Slough Estates, still 
own fishing or shooting grounds. 

Forget mobile phones and tele¬ 
conferences: if you want to win new 
business just bity a good shotgun and 
keep those birds coming down. 

STAYING WITH animals, news of a 
cunning ploy from Dick O’Brien. 
The resourceful boss of ParifiCorp 
decided to disguise his company’s 
name during takeover talks with 
Scottish Power under the pseudo¬ 
nym of “Pegasus", the mythical 
flying horse. The James Bond op¬ 
eration was completed by code- 
naming tbe UK utility “Sapphire" 
and by rifling the talks “Operation 
Jet". Perhaps another flying crea¬ 
ture’s name would have been more 
appropriate for PacifiCorp. Mr 
O'Brien admitted that some of the 
deals struck before the Scottish 
Power merger were “turkeys" - 
those mythical financial animals 
which destroy shareholder value. 

MY WARMEST thanks to Ervind 
Rabben, managing director of HSP 
corporate finance. The Norwegian- 
born banker has sent me a magnif- 


People and 
Business 

By Francesco 
Guerrera 

icent Teletubbies advent calendar 
“with a festive chocolate surprise be¬ 
hind every window". According to 
the calendar, 1 am going to get “an 
extra chocolate for Christmas Day". 

But my joy at sharing Yuletide 
with Tinky Winkv and pals is some 
what reduced after a quick phone 
call to HSP “You have been unlucky" 
one of the bankers tells me: “You 
could have got the one with Bart 
Simpson or My Uttle Pony." Damn. 

PAUL COSTELLOE, the fashion de¬ 
signer; has been signed up by Brian 
Patterson, chief executive of Wa¬ 
terford Wedgwood. The Irish mae¬ 
stro will lend his creative flair to the 
china and crystal group’s latest 
range of tableware. 

Mr Costelloe admits he is “not a 
potter and not from Stoke-on-Trent" 
but he has a fi rm id ea of what he 
wants to do with WWs china. He tells 
me bis collection mil be “simple and 
understated”, just like bis frodcs. The 
plates will be “uncomplicated - pot¬ 
tery where you can eqjay your grub". 
We can look forward to "multiver- 
satile bowls" - suitable for pasta, 
salad, the lot - embellished by a 
“subtle pattern". Yum... 

MICHAEL ROBARTS, a former di¬ 
rector of Flemings, has joined ac¬ 
tuaries Bacon & Woodrow’s 
investment consulting division. 

MrRobarts’s move is the latest in 
an eventful career largely spent 
with blue-blood banks. Before Flem¬ 
ing Investment Management he was 
with NM Rothschild for 20 years. 

During his long spell at Flemings. 
Mr Robarts was involved in a cou¬ 
ple of high-profile cases. In 1984 he 
was seconded to the Bank of Eng¬ 
land during the Johnson Matthey 
rescue. And then in 1992 he was an 
expert witness in the Mirror Group's 
civil litigation suit against the 
Maxwell brothers. 


Jarvis set to gain from 
boom in PFI contracts 


FOREIGN EXCHANGE RATES 


Country 


Sterfin 




1.0000 
tralla 2.6674 
tfa 19.511 
ilum 57.206 
Ida 2.5425 
mailt 10.538 
1.4135 
jnd 8.4275 
ice 9.294 
tany 2.7724 
xe 465.60 
g Kong 12.807 
nd 1.1211 
2744.8 
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(co 16-523 
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May 12.361 
ugal 284.37 
li Arabia 6.2013 
apore 2.7396 
JiAfrica 9.7574 
n 235.96 
den 13.481 
sertind 2.2709 
1.6531 




Dollar 



D-Mark 

1 month 

3 month 

Spot 

1 month 

3 month 

Spot 



0.6049 

0.6055 

0.606B 

■iVT.y.i 

2.6654 

2.6605 

1.6136 

1.6140 

1.6144 

HiL'J.VII 

19.487 

19.442 

■ 1 E. 

■EEKj 

11.798 


ft-1MU 

■area 


34.535 

34.442 

20.634 

2.5388 

2.5331 

■ Lttil 

1.5374 

1.5371 

0.9171 

10.514 

10.473 

6.3745 

6.3666 

6.3550 

3.B009 

1.4097 


1.1695 

1.1714 

1.1747 

KZJPI] 

8.4033 

8.3630 


5.08S6 

5.0747 

3.0398 

9266 

9.223 

5.6224 

5.6111 


3.3525 

2.7644 

2.7513 

1.6771 

1.6739 


1.0000 

467.53 

470.67 

281.65 



167.94 

12.794 

12.788 

7.7475 

7.7476 

7.7595 

4.6196 

1.1179 

1.1127 

1.4745 

1.4772 

1.48TI 
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2737.3 

2724.2 

1660.4 

1657.5 

1653.1 

■KWH 

196.84 

194.97 

119.78 

119.20 

118.31 
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6.4133 
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3.8635 


2.2661 
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wllOffl 
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1.8813 
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■aim 

■HEJ 
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12377 
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7.4772 

7.4946 

7.5337 

4.4564 

283.57 

282.40 


171.72 

171.36 

102.57 

6.1982 


3.7513 

3.7533 

3.7603 

2.2368 

2.7289 

2.7115 

1.6572 

1.6524 

1.6453 

0.9882 

9.8615 


5.9025 
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142.74 
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OTHER SPOT RATES 


Country 

Argeoona 
Brazil 
China 
Czech Rep 

Sew* 

na 

ung*ry 
indd 
Indonesia 
Kuwait 

Nigeria 


Sterling 

16531 
1.9872 
13.683 
50.064 
5.6448 
3864.1 
361.25 
70 381 
12431.3 
0.4999 
142.41 


Dollar 

Country 

Sterling 

Dollar 

1.0000 

Oman 

0.6364 

0.3850 

1.2021 

Pakistan 

... 


8.2773 

Ph HU pines 

64.909 

39.265 

30.285 

Poland 

5.7850 

3.4995 

3.4147 

Qatar 

6.0169 

3.639B 

2337.5 

Russia 

33723.2 

20400 0 

218.53 

South Korea 

19963 

1208:00 

42.575 

Taiwan 

53.478 

32.350 

7520.0 

Thailand 

59. *04 

35.935 

0.3024 

Turkey 

503948 

304850 

86.150 

UAE 

6.0717 

3.6729 


INTEREST RATES 


UK 


Germany 


US 


Japan 


Base 

6.75% 

Discount 

2.50% 

Prime 

7.75% 

Discount 

0.50% 

France 


Lombard 

4.50% 

Discount 

4.50% 

Belgium 


Intenrendon 3.00% 

Canada 


Fed Funds 

4.75 % 

Discount 

2.75% 

Italy 


Prime 

6.75% 

Spain 


Central 

3.00% 

Discount 

3.50% 

Discount 

5.25% 

10-d Repo 

3.00% 

Switzerland 

Netherlands 

Denmark 


Sweden 


Discount 

1.00% 

SpAdvance 

3.00% 

Discount 

3.50% 

Repo(rtve) 

3.60% 

Lombard 

3.13% 

\ BOND YIELDS | 


Country 3iwh chg 

1 yr 

dig 

2 yr chg 

5 yr chg 

10 yr 

dig 

Australia 

4.43 

0.00 

4.42 

0.03 

4.41 0.03 

4.S2 0.02 

4.83 

0.03 

Belgium 

3.25 

0.00 

3.20 

0.00 

3.22 -0.04 

3.52 -0.04 

4.11 

-0.02 

Canada 

4.70 

0.02 

4.81 

0.05 

4.72 0.05 

4.72 0.03 

4.89 

0.01 

ECU 

3.48 

-0.02 

3.29 

-0.01 

3.29 -0 02 

3.58 0 00 

4.02 

-O.Ol 

France 

0.00 

0.00 

3.07 

-0.01 

3.23 -0.03 

3.49 -0.02 

4.02 

-0.02 

Germany 3.42 

0.00 

3.25 

0.00 

3.25 0.02 

3.46-0.01 

3.92 

•0.01 

Italy 

3.49 

0.00 

3-27 

0.00 

3.39 0.04 

3.50-0.02 

4.04 

-0.04 

Japan 

0.15 

0.03 

0.23 

0.02 

0.38 0.03 

0.72 0.02 

1.06 

0.01 

N'lands 

331 

0.00 

3.26 

0.00 

3 29 -0.01 

3.50-0.02 

3.98 

-0.01 

Spain 

2.95 

0.02 

3.00 

•0.08 

3.24 -0 08 

3.S2 0.00 

4.24 

-0.02 

Sweden 

3.61 

0.00 

3.54 

0.02 

3.59 0.01 

3.80 0.01 

4.32 

0.0? 

S'land 

1.53 

0.00 

1.56 

-0.01 

1.47 -0.04 

1.84 0.01 

2.28 

■0.02 

UK 

6.09 

-0.03 

6.03 

-0.03 

5.10 0.02 

4.68 0.01 

463 

0.01 

US 

4.36 


4.33 


4.48 

4.41 

4.64 

... 


MONEY MARKET RATES 


Ownight 1 week 1 month 3 months 6 months 1 year 
Bid Offer Bd Offer BU Offer W Offer BU Offer Bd Offer 

Treasury BUs 6.32 6.22 6.19 6.09 

LIBOR 

Domestic Depos 7.56 7.69 6.88 7.00 6.63 6.69 6.44 6.56 6 19 6.31 5 885 94 

Eurasceriing Deps 7.56 7 69 6.81634 6 66 6.72 6.47 6.53 6 19 6.25 5.08534 

BteftHeBankBMs 6 37 6 21 6.196.09 5.92 5.82 

Starter CDs 6.60 6.52 6.42 6.34 6.18 6.08 5.885.78 

Eurodollar CDs 547 5.13 4.97 

ECU Demits 3.50 3.75 2.94 3.46 2.88 3.38 


Wmnw.bloomberg.coni/UK Source: Bloomberg) 


L1FFE FINANCIAL FUTURES 


Contract 


Settlement 

High 

Low 

Est floor 
volume 

Open 

interest 

Long Ole 

Oec-98 

117.43 

117.73 

117.38 

1094.00 

5739.00 

5 Yr Qlt 

Mar-99 

109 46 

• - 



76.00 

German Bund 

Mar-98 

115.54 




0.00 

Italian Bond 

Mar-98 

113.45 

113.56 

112 95 

7072.66 

42024.00 

Japan Gcwt Bd 

Mir-98 

135.76 

135.88 

135.67 

3330.00 

0.00 

3 Mdi Sterling 

Dec-99 

93.47 

93.40 

93.44 

24586.00 

182598.00 

Jun-99 

94.55 

94.56 

94.50 

9120 00 

154074.00 

3 MUi Euronurfc 

Dec-98 

56.59 

96.61 

96.58 

24743.00 

510992.00 


Jan-98 

96.76 

96.76 

96.75 

1972.00 

14810.00 

3 Mdi EuinSra 

Dec-98 

9657 

96.60 

96.50 

565800 

160572 00 


Mar-99 

96.05 

96.86 

96.83 

4731 00 

250737.00 

3 Mth Euroyen 

Mar-98 

99.47 




0.00 

3 Mdi EunsMiss 

Mar-98 

98 54 

98.59 

98.53 

5944.66 

58863.00 


Apr-99 

98.47 

98.52 

98.45 

689 00 

29721.00 

3 Mth Euro 

Jan-99 

96.76 

... 



5984.00 


FeO-99 

96.80 



... 

2241.00 

FTSE 100 

Dec-99 

5587.00 

5680 M 

5559.66 

25072 00 

151469.00 


LIFFE FTSE TOO INDEX OPTION 


Seafement Price 5576.70 



D« 


Jan 


Feb 


Mar 


Serins 

Call brnVbJ Put Imp Vol 

Call 

Put 

Call 

Put 

Call 

Put 

5500 

148 584 

113 416 

270 

215 

380 

296 

428 

350 

5550 

120 456 

135 529 

240 

236 

350 

317 

396 

370 

5600 

95 32 

161 655 

211 

257 

320 

337 

368 

389 

5650 

76 239 

191 802 

185 

282 

291 

359 

338 

410 


ENERGY AT 5:30PM 


Brent Cnide(S/barrel)Gas oH(SAonne) WT1 Crudep/barreJ) Products[5/»nne) 
IPE Last* dig Vo! PE Ok Ot VdI NVM ter Ott SpotCFNWEur 

Jan 10.31 0 1420420 Dec 93.50 lUQ 9500 Jan 1148 OJfl GasofireH 111.00 

** 10.57 0.15 9423 lan 97.50 0.50 7938 Feb H.B3 02B Naphtha IU.50 

Mar 10.05 0.18 1786 Ft* JO! 00 0.50 A063 Mar 12 15 023 Cason 91.50 

Apr >2.43 0.19 Fuel 04 (3.5%s)S4.00 


GOLDMAN SACHS COMMODITY INDICES at i:iom 



BASE DATE 

LAST 

CHG 

%CHG 

31 DEC 

■feCHGYTD 

Index 

1970-100 

133.69 

I 27 

0.96 

215.26 

-37.89 

Agricultural 

1970-100 

187.72 

-1.02 

-0.54 

231.23 

-18.82 

Energy 

1983-100 

43.38 

1.20 

2.86 

85.86 

-49.48 

Ind Metals 

1977-100 

131.75 

000 

0.00 

168.79 

-21.94 

Livestock 

1970=100 

143.90 

-2.65 

-1 81 

131 03 

-24.67 

Free Metals 

1973=100 

387 17 

2.94 

0.77 

463.54 

-16.48 


INDUSTRIAL METALS 


LME (S/tonne) 


CopperA 

Lpart 

Nickel 

Tm 

Zinc 


pm flx/S per tu 


Cash 


dig 


3 month 


Olg UVEwxfe Cbgx 


1273.5 

1274 

10.50 

1273.5 

1274 

10 

576475 

9625 

1055 

1060 

8.00 

1085 

1090 

10 

93000 

0 

1437.5 

1498 5 

6.50 

1524 

1525 

6 

534075 


515 

516 

12.00 

490 

491 

5 

105775 

0 

3895 

3905 

-10.00 

3970 

3975 

-5 

62826 

36 

5365 

5375 

-5 00 

5350 

5355 

-10 

7065 

-2*5 

967 

968 

600 

904 

984.5 

65 

329975 

-975 


Day's Vfear's , 
eng chg Year's 


PRECIOUS METALS 


pm flx/£ per oz Coins (S) 

Days 

ch *_ 


Years 

chg 


4.35 


Platinum 347.00 0.00-36.50 Platinum 209-70 0.90 -21.95 Knig’rands 296.84 
Palladium 271.50-0.50 64.50 Palladium 164.05 0.40 39.65 So* 73.33 

Silver 4.76-0.02 -0 55 2.87 0.00 -0.32 Nobte 386.05 

Gold 295.55 3.25 8.15 Maple Leaf 298.45 -4.90 


AGRICULTURAL AT i.JQPM 


Cocoa 

Coffee 

Barley 


Potatoes 

Lge Potatoes 

LlfTE E/ionne 

UFFE S/ionne 

UFFE 

V tonne 

UFFEZlem 

ATA S.Z51IM: 

Dec98 326.00 

JanWI 880.00 

3an99 

78.50 

Mar99 2«-00 

Apr99 576.50 

Mai99 970.00 

Mar991720.00 

Mar99 

80.70 

Apr99 321.00 

May99 58G.OO 

May99 990.00 

May991685.00 

May99 

81.70 

May99 331.00 

Jun99 594.50 

VbL- 0 

W: 0 

Vol: 

0 

VoL 0 

Vol: 0 

White Sugar 

Freight 

Wheat 


Corn* 

Soya Beans* 

LIFFE S 'Tor re 

UFFESlQH&pt 

UFFE Vow* 

CBOT CeneVbshl 

CBOT S/5ktel£ 

Mar99 243.00 

DeeSB 855.00 

Jan99 

79.35 

Dec98 214.50 

Jan99 84.40 

May99 245.10 

Jan99 855.00 

Mar99 

80.85 

MU99 223.75 

Mar99 42.60 

Aug99 245.10 

Feb99 868.00 

May99 

82.85 

May99 231.25 

May99 86.60 

VOL 0 

UM: 0 

Vol: 

0 

VO): 0 

Vol: 0 


OTHER SPOTS at 5.30P; 


Fed IteCacrie (CME) 5/40kIt) 61.83 
Frb PorkBeOe. (OAE) $.'404 lb 41.80 
Jan Orange Juice {CINlSflShb 117.20 
Dec M* |CSq S/Sfcfc 

Mar Oats ICBT) S/5R bsh 114.00 

Jan Ha* 


Dec MuiettJze (5AF) S/loOmt 617.00 
May Ritter fTCM} Y/ 5k kg 84.40 
Mar Cotton |CTN15/5tt.fc 63.30 
Dec CnidePafrn jKUQS/25m 2235.00 
Jan SojbOS (CBR VSQk fc 24.51 
(WffJMOm 327.00 May Woollen 10m (TCM) S/SOOkg 1165.00 


































ABN Una PnOnta Ud 

toWtibWrma 219 43 23344 -MS 344 5® 

ElVft heart 14346 781 B1 0*2 501 500 

CflMR 3193 338 GS D.19 199 SJM 

WqhhTHoe 5566 5920 -003 761 500 

aaj^snuto 967a ucn oto q® s® 

MBGsnBTnnUM 
4BsMMd9»Usc.trttoB«rtgia 
Tol; 0171 07*7979 

*BWon Geeanl 353S3 374 40 817 017 500 
Amman sm Cos >0044 fUd) 

Anwfcan stream rao 170 
AW Pat El 40 G5 58 2.46 I OS 5-00 

WaxwEiHlW 176JE7 19107 000 2-18 100 

Cart 955 960 OOP S29X050 

Cars53Ei 16524 16758 408 257X000 

CaponBnftmo 86*1 9900 -001 666 3a 


Pert* Am 
ftrftfotac 
UK atm* 
UKGnslb&hE 
UKSnnteOB 

CtatOjrBwi 

OwnaaiMb 


15780 380 70 ‘20 150 500 

18J58 194 40 2.10 150 508 

1C80 15210 1.40 1.18 SJM 

Sffi 8890 104 229 100 

llOffl 12060 070 050 500 


HdriByttaagH 

Hnu 

uSSki 

ttopaartUgd 


8102 <P« 107 010 000 


attest* FMd «a» 

AmBteMAs io 
ftu rt u n C SM* ie 


Wm 1765* uianug 

1E0J2 1732b 378 OB 4.00 


an* Cos 

MadOrttha 


Caa 955 960 OOP sax 0 50 asFtBdMAes 15425 159B5 -015 6|j* 150 

Cw&sati 16524 16758 4JJ6 sjffXO.® '5” '^12 nis 3® 400 

GapcrW&KW 86*1 993) -001 666 3a »BW™dC_ JS« JSe? ?« OMxifln 

Euoprai General 40985 43370 8.77 0JBX5JM 1 MSMClOWB tB 20087 2JJ61 J« nj» JfE 

EumeanSW* 1®.« 19B38 750 0UK 550 WjpMHaAa 21010 Z1&® 2-Sj “00 


ASEAN 
Crt 
Mb Ace 
Ea epa au 
toepmn0*s 


FT5EI8d£50hdrt 9605 102.72 312 1.89 550 

CearaauKMo ?19B Z3KI 053 5 75 550 

GUMSuaBpV 41.43 44 37 100 ODD 550 

GfUBOni 15650 16728 655 000 550 

ManamaCraw* 18053 is93 559.011 550 
JJWflGeneral 10507 Ilia -1X12 000 SJM 

■Hastate 1274111*0 -0.13 000 1 00 

urn. Amman 61 94 66a im odd 550 
MontyUrta 10092 10142 004 000 500 

Uaranyncant 4390 48.96 086 798X550 

Pacific 12115 [UOi 317 000 zj» 

PTOSe5mMgv E5J3 91 a SJ7 on 5SO 

US Bear 4 47 4 71 -002 5 75 550 

LK 6**tr Contra 404 73 42990 640 150 500 

UK eiMtyawouM 112 41 1702 2 36 2.02X 550 

UhMB 1707 1686 011 575 550 

UKSatojuara 14102 100 057 OXU 550 

UK tote CM 78 40 8355 0 45 020 550 
USSrt 365 386 -002 4 CO 550 

U3Egutv5atopam 5401 9983 072 000X950 
us man _ 27 a aw osi 450 5 a 

JI8A Em life Food Bn* 

AnaLnnrtJUl 13110 14*90 -170 0.00 5® 
bOrera Acr 7924 M JO 02B 175 EDO 

BWOCUIfiC 711S 7573 0.25 1.75 600 

8.1*6108 12190 125 70 030 252X6JJ0 

BniofnambAcc 16100 17130 4170 4 06 600 

&tGWfldiT*BtaC 9983 IDS a -050 4 06 600 

DBoanvPIotata 6195 «JI -OG5 OODtbJM 

DOTEatm 33 08 35.16 023 256X500 

CstfMwiAcs 3708 3941 025 2 66X 5 00 

EinerffUmsAec 132 14.10 -DM 027 500 

anal 3D40 21.70 010 1 55 5® 

Feme 534 10 56820 3a 064 6JJ0 

EuaiGurtAC 154 40 163 50 0 80 034 5 00 

E<ntnesfleAsc 5957 6300 0J7 641 550 

Mrataamalnr 4193 4434 013 541 500 

faEna&rtiAc 10250 10900 -050 000 500 

CerwaAo; £9620 55550 550 256 500 

Genualm 71890 76480 4 50 256 5 00 

Uf-SRjEdW UMOD 1H90 0 00 4 94 550 

GBb^nflalAcc 267 10 28200 410 494 550 

gwhiodk i:63o 13440-020 aiaera 
HtfrtBeAec 116700 124100 SJM 4977 600 

tsyiarlnclnc 577a 61400 4a 457X 603 

MUi J3 60 35 74 -DM 000 EDO 

HUfeWllAx 72® 7607 -047 OLD 500 

UjCCiur-ftAcc 12010 13560 OXD 037 5 03 

UrSHTf.rWflAar 172 ED 18350 120 2 71X5 00 
MOdHOAMMC 117 30 124 80 090 271X500 
-ICrfbcaGaftAa 152a 1E150 090 25GX500 
Usamc46«Mnc It: 40 119 30 0 70 25QX 5X10 
utrm America 49360 52510 -700 0 00X600 
PscfitSaan 262 70 27950 -010 0 6b* SOD 

FsdfirG*® 31 95 33.99 0 04 0 85 5J» 

UHirortiAcs 12460 13250 IDO (81 5® 


131 ID 144 90 -170 6® 5® 
1924 MJO 028 175 EDO 
71 12 7673 025 1.75 600 
12190 123 70 090 252X6® 
16100 171® -070 4 06 600 
■B53 IDS 20 -0® 4 06 600 
6196 65 Jl -065 0 OTf 5JM 

33 C8 35.16 023 296X500 
3708 3941 025 366X500 
1325 14.10 -029 027 5® 


hffiaaOBDSAcx 21010 21896 2® 0® 400 

39® 4072 OOO 000 4® 

H»ACC 39® 40.72 000 0® 4.00 

Um au m ftiuiiB 6371 0638 091 133 4® 

ISSSSoto 67*4 70® a® 131J8 

teflcaortl 97® 10162 MJ 128X4® 

ShGtoHAcc 9856 10260 7 15 1® 400 

SmteCos 15688 165.40 057 104X4® 

SmtetoAc 181® 1B8W 065 194 4® 

IKEbCQI 12904 134.42 2li 2.44 490 

SSSte 14546 15152 2.44 244 <00 

osmibmUii 

tate 232® 244® 170 151X5® 

Extern* 0670 301 m *40 144 5® 

UK taw _ 2P® 21340 230 395 6® 

Carta I® tUt Tnot Mia Ud ~ „„„ 
Pte nH 67® 71® 0® 1® OU 

Bart 2DS50 216® 010 490 DOC 

Eun»»i 13160 14000 2® 0.15 000 

fijrtol 179® 192® 5® 0® O® 

Generates 581 40 616 ® 6® 1® 000 

GaKnlDH 29010 307 ® 340 1® 000 

fflUFWtW 48® 51® 010 <40X0® 

SSn 3«M 37140 2 90 13 525 

tttfihcone 250® 30900 IBO 284 D® 

ImnreAx 57290 ®730 3® 28IKOOO 

SraS 1®« 176® 110 2®Xa® 

25«® 170® 530 0.12 000 

SsnSfGrawJ 78 70 30 4D O.tS 0® 000 
SrtHrtSf 381.70 4®40 11® 0® 0® 
UXSmarCrt 239® 766® 1® 1£ OOO 
SuaseAcc 70® 75® -O® 090 6® 


Dart 
Eurtroi 
I fijrSi 
; General Acc 
I General D» 
GB6 Ftm Ear 
Grmrti 

ts^iticane 
insane Act 
none Otfl 
MOM 
HmsaGnmn 

tor* American 
UK Sorter CM 


Taa ».ia-029 o® sS I SuaaeA« 70® 75®-o®_o® c® 

7040 21.70 010 1 55 5® I tend-CmM|«aMTtrttMgCI 1* 

534 10 568 ® 3® 08* 600 | AnoteiSGen 338® SdM 3® 6® 6® 

15440 16350 0 ® 034 5 00 I AmtflCT&GalAct 360® 3®® 390 0.00 S® 

59 57 a® 017 541 600 EmneanMAct 15640 184® 370 0® 500 

4193 4434 013 5 41 500 lEunmunM*: 145*0 154® 140 OJJO 600 

10250 IHDD-D50 0® 5® jfcraKon 5923 B302 116 549 600 

SSeJXl 555® 5® 2® 5® EjOteonAM 71 78 76 35 142 5® 5® 


EurpiGuJiAcc 154 40 1 63 50 0 ® 034 5 00 I AnBte&GolAC 
E<raheanveAcs 5957 a® 017 541 6® Eunaean*cAct 

WrakwxtnaInc 4193 4434 0 13 541 5® I EmrtunMM 

fafnatWHMo: 10250 IM00 -0® 0® 5® amKan 

CrTtf-a Act S98® 555® 5® 2® 5® J Fniancarrtcc 

Genual toe 7IS® 76480 4 50 2® 500 IIMnalM 

UtaFtadM 100® 111® 000 4 94 5® | Gnwtntoc 

GStaftwlInlAcc 26710 782 00 -a 10 4 94 55D ac 8Gn»* An 

GwaioiiK 176 Jo 134 40-020 a in era tnc & Gmwdrxic 

HteMAcc 11E700 1741® 8® 45TA f ® JtcrtgGaAcC 

rtywrlnctnc 57720 51400 420 497X6® jaimSSBUs 

J01U1 J3® 3574 473 0® 0® nmaKrCatAcc 

HantnrtiAcr 72® 7607 -047 0® 500 SmakrCsM 

MrtGrar.AAcc 12010 13550 OXD 037 5® Snsaa Sc 

M^HThrWflAcr 172 M 183® 120 2 71X5 00 Act 

ModHjjIrtMtfnc 117 30 174 80 0 90 271X5® | - - 

■ICdlDcSGrtiAss 152JO IE150 090 2®X500 i CateOrtUH' 

LismateittK 117® 119 30 0 70 2®xsxm I Amaean ftna* 

IkrmAntra 49360 52510 -7 ® 00W600 EuropunPortU 

Pac*1c Saul 26270 279® -010 0 6SX E® ! Gresian Genoa 

Pacific Grti 31 95 3399 0 04 0 85 5® I rtjn menme 

UP fi.in.lti Acs 174® 132® I DO (84 SOT , JOTnetePwtWc 
i> GnjbBAo: iE & ueu 40652® *20 223X6 00 PartePtrtDio 
Uf.Cn»aiaf i££tl3MOO 404® 2® 2J3X6® ’ Part* 
UMrumAcc 130BO 13910 090 227 5® IKEqutf 
UHraroemc 80 7 7 85 ® 0® 2J2 5® 1m Eqrtv B Be* 

m Suite Cos 40 72 4337-010 207 5® j l* State Cm 

Abbey Unit met BSatsgen ! CG0 That Kan 

soenean tewrtn soauc 
A-jjnPaoi 139® 
tacit uteer? 354 90 
CjpeaiHcsave fa I®® 
rmUrt 3 Cram M J3 

Eoart 85 96 

Europe* cwU 765 oo 
SacfniiCjjjtJLCtx 291 00 
Enra iccmt <056 

ijaiml 372 00 

taiBfiartlW 15EM 
QoK &MTI Z Soc 8779 

Gltb* Ocoi 7747 

Hr# inc 5qu4-/ 235 

estmatwnal 155 


EOTWcotnnAa: 71 78 76 35 1 47 5 49 5® 

Rad nmd int 115® tiara ■« id 523 200 

Gramms 70270 747® 7® 1® 5® 

Me 8Gram Acs 933® 993® 17® 448 5® 

W&GrcWbtic 5T390 61Q60 10® 44B 5® 

JaaiaGeaAcs 5004 5287 -032 000 6® 

ASiSGrtrt SOW 5287 -OJ2 000 5® 

airterCosAcc 11894 12654 072 740 SCO 

■ Sente Cos las 9711 103.74 0 17 248 5® 

SpwrtSc 162® 173® 7® <45 5 00 

| SSiSttAcs 211.10 224 ® 3® 145 5® 

Canon HoB That Hpri tie __ 

AmacanfWMo) 197M 208 ® 215 023X5® 

European PotttAi 204® 217® -02 024 5® 

GresriBnGerer* 4728 5020 COO 0® 000 

rtjmncmne S02 6245 010 58SX500 

Jraanestfortioto 45® *87: oaasra 

Parte Pattjin KM 27 11212 172 174X 5 00 

Port* 12017 127 73 0 ® 204 S® 

IK Fault 11627 12196 1 51 147 500 

LAE4l*t BBert 71P9 75® 0® 520 500 

l* State Cos 4748 50.73 004 294 5® 


I Mon mcntne 
■ xmine5«Por»o 
Parte Port* 

' Port* 

I IK Fault 
la Epi*v B Bead 
{l* State Cos 

'j CSDTrastltu 
: lBC»at Fmtx 
DeaaH 
Deport hx 
EaoJylocASC 


Jrtnsmacasfc 
Long GR 

Mngrtln 


MnembteaM 

HM|hB*rMn 

abwnUMvFki 


SdiErtAsta 

uxtewm 

V**B*ar 


IKSmcoaAee 
UKSnkGtame 
US ante CO* 

rmi ■ an wt 
Ann Gram* 

Anar tom Ace 

Atw Sorter Cos 

AanSobCoeta: 

total 

to** Ace 

ConiSnrtrtXB 

CmSmKosAcc 


EflrtteteMl 
! EmplUACC 

Ewrcean 

Emm* Ace 

BnmcAcc 

Ertatafite 

Aon* 

FirandalAet 

a 

mux 

Ha* Find acc 

HattftBdAA: 

mconaBGram 

bORxBGittAcc 

Utom 

me Grom acc 

JapanS Gerert 

Hn&GoiAcc 

UEonUtaBaAcc 

IUngMftt» 

UaracadPieM 


Uaau yl«wa 
MoMNyMAcc 
Qjmt*e 
Q«mo»*cte 
UK tom 
IK tom acc 


134.7D 14120 2® 1.74X0® 
73.17 77® 099 1 71 0® 

157.70 10B.4O 010 019 5® 
158® 1S72Q -020 1.73 5® 

149.70 157® -1® 0® 550 

147® 156.00 -340 0.47 5® 
7921 7921 0® 037 <100 

138® 146® -3® L56 5.50 
5652 ®12 0-14 2-33 0® 

346® 368® 4 10 112X0® 
MSaraUd 

BO® HD 20® a® S2S 
267® SB 8® 0® 525 
14«(l2 ON 0® 525 

kb® mo. oo ora 6® a® 

129.16 12816 0® 6® 0® 
350® 0*1 4® 0® 625 

1® 10 Md) 1.« a® 525 
«® Md( 085 O® 525 
2C2DM4) 220 8® 525 

5438 0*4 014 457 4® 

185®SS 1.40 411X525 
8357 Urn 1XO a® 525 

iGoiopfi -a® an &25 
622853 oh am 52 s 
30 ®m 8 aifl am on 

53210$* 10.70 0® 325 

34180 346® 1® £20 a® 
42-69 MS 038 114 525 
®17AM 4Un 82B O® 

4019 (tea 0.40 23* a® 

04® 8452 1.15 a® 52S 
I IB® 125-10 1® 000(52 
58240*5 019 110 52 

BS720rt8d 220 1® 52 
158.® IM 5® 1® 52 

1BD.4Q 0MA 1.® 12 52 
3027 J? 86 043 0® 52 

aMtMpMlU 
230® 245® 110 0® 1® 
2174 23.10 834 856X5® 
112 12-07 a® CLOCK SOD 

2973 31® -606 216 S® 

27® SSI -C.CS. 2.1S S® 

53a® 564 ® 7® oases® 


14410 152J0 42 
144.10 15230 42 
679® 723® 82 
69450 739.60 8® 
374 ® 398-70 1.10 
564 2 8®30 ISO 
7145 7871 053 

78.82 84 47 088 

IS® IB® 0® 
»n 39140 12 
20 7 4067 085 

3863 4127 0* 

231® 247® 32 
248® 253® 170 
813® 864® 72 

470.70 5092 4 40 
222 287 40 32 
290 ® 309 90 1 70 

6855 7157 DOS 

118.70 1222 0® 
744 ® 761® 4 40 
244® 261® 440 
269® 766 80 4.1 D 
4632 482® 7.10 
5092 540® 920 
5652 HO® 102 
116® 171® -02 
1162 172 BO -02 

73 15 77 33 0 00 

sun 57.14 axn 
1342 14140 l® 
149® 157® l® 
24170 ZS71Q 02 
2090 777.® OOO 
64.89 68 X 0 00 
SI® 87® OOO 
8131 8F® 052 

31.14 2® 0® 


Anertantom 
toaaiUb 
Eunnckira 
Eacpeaitom 
tort Bod 
HOhbmne 
Japan tom 
japes mm 
Ha tote C« 


OfflK 

?i 72 raw a® an sa 

H 

946210002 272 O® S25 
470® 478.701130 025 0® 
am® sob® 190 057 an 
247® £612 no a® 52 
EZ31 2351 047 4® 52 
148.10 1S8.1U a® 5.44(125 
196® 2082 0® 0® 52 
5042 6087 -007 02 OOO 

18J55 2® a® am 52 


sea® 

CttApaGm 


m to +7- ni ms. | 

cto* 
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SPORT 


European Champions’ League: Bayern Munich’s World Cup winner switches his sights to success at Old Trafford 

Lizarazu 

pursues 

more days 
of glory 


IN MUNICH last Saturday after¬ 
noon, the snow was falling hard 
enough to muffle the sound of the 
church bells. On the heated surface 
^ " Bayern’s training pitch, small 

groups of players jogged around the 
perimeter with varying degrees of 
enthusiasm, swaddled in gloves and 
bobble hats. An hour earlier they had 
arrived on a delayed flight from Dus- 
seldorf, where they bad stayed after 
the previous night’s league match, 
a 2-2 draw with VfL Bochum, Now, 
before making their way home, they 
were having a gentle stretch, main¬ 
taining the musde tone required of 
players whose schedule involves 
two top-level matches a week.' 

7T~ GiovaneE3ben the Brazilian strik- 
7" er, was the first to reel off his laps 
and slip away through the snow- 
r ~'~ flakes pasta gaggle of fans. A tight- 
faced Lothar Matthaus led the 
second group at a pace that was 



Richard 

Williams 


era It was easier to forget the title 
of champion of the world because the 
otjjectives for Bayern were very 
high. Last year we were second in 
the BundesUga, and this year we 
want to be champion. Last year we 
lost In the quarter-final of the 
Champions’League and this year we 
want to do better So it was not so dif¬ 
ficult Between every match I am 
thinking about making a good phys¬ 
ical regeneration because I know that 
when you’re always playing, if you 
don't do that you can have problems 
with injuries. And this season my 
physical condition is very good.” 

Which makes a pleasant change 
for this exceptionally gifted play ec 
whose place in the World Cup squad 
was in doubt after several seasons 
disrupted fay a deep-seated groin in- 
jray. After serving his apprenticeship 
from the age of 14 with Bordeaux, 
where he made his reputation and 

_ ' • won the first of his 

ions' League 30-odd interna- 

showdown be- '/ j know I have the videos ^ ona * “P*- a 
tween Manches- y transfer across the 

ter United and newspapers at home, border to Athletic 
Bayern Munich, and one day I will have Bilbao appeared to 


fcsTa man in his 38tb year. The re¬ 
maining bunch circulated more 
slowly stffl, but included one man 
who received special cheers each 
time he passed fay from a gaggle of 
French schoolgirls, on a visit from 
their home in Lyons. 

“Liza! Liza!" they shouted, hold¬ 
ing out pens and paper and receiv¬ 
ing a cheerful wave in response from 
the muffled figure. But, for Bixente 
Lizarazu, the events of July 12 were 
faraway. 

Of all the distinguished players 
d'jjjj to participate in tomorrow 
fnt’s Champ- 


time to look at them. 
Now is not the moment' 


Lizarazu is the 
one who might 
conceivably be 
excused for 
downplaying Us 

importance. At his home in the 
smtfUown of Hendaye. dose to the 
’ border; the vivacious tittle 

defender has a freshly minted World 
Cup winner's medal But his attitude 
to its significance is instructive. 

“To be champion of the world 
when you've had the dream for so 
long," he said, “and to win it in 
France and to share it with your 
friends and your family - the emo¬ 
tion was something incredible. Ybu 
know, in the whole history of France, 
not just in sport, it was the first time 
this had happened, with the people 
going out into the streets of the 
cities, sin g in g and dancing.” 

And afterwards, naturally, he 
njlfct home to celebrate. “There 
was time them to think about it for 
a moment and to enjoy it But I don’t 
think about it any more because I 
know I have the videos and the books 
and newspapers at home, and one 
day I will have time to look at these 
things. Now is not the moment” 

Now he has other things on his 
mind. And whereas Emmanuel Petit 
complained last week of the mental 
and physical strains experienced by 
last summer’s Wbrld Cup stars, 
Lizarazu has simply set his sights 
on further trophies. 

“I would say that 1 bad uo prob¬ 
lem of that kind,” he said, “because 

after the TfibridC^ny ambition was 


represent a per¬ 
fect move for the 
young Basque. 
But the injury 
wrecked his time 
there under the French coach. Lids 
Fernandez, and there were no happy 
memories to take with him to Munich 
when he was transferred at the start 
of last season. 

At Bayern, too, he missed many 
games, appearing in only 19 of the 
34 Bundesliga fixtures and regis¬ 
tering just 12 minutes on the pitch 
in a Champions' League which 
ended at the quarter-final stage. But 
his trouble was eventually sorted out 
by Dr Hans-Wilhelm MfiUer- 
Wohlfahrt, who is the dub’s doctor 
as well as a freelance consultant, 
whose list of clients outside football 
includes Linford Christie, Jose- 
Maria Olazabal and Steffi Gra£ 
Now Bayern are coached by the 
man who masterminded both their 
own removal from last year's 
Champions' League and that of 
Manchester United the previous 
yean But Ottmar Hitzfeld, who took 
Bcrusaa Dortmund to the European 
Cup in 1997, has changed little about 
the team's tactics, despite bringing 
the controversial Stefan Effenberg 
back from MOnchengladbach to run 
the midfield. Hitzfeld has main¬ 
tained the German preference fora 
sweeper; two centre-backs, and a 
pair of wing-backs, which is not 
necessarily Lizarazu’s own ideal 
formation. The Frenchman, after aB, 
is a man whose partnership with 
Laurent Blanc, Marcel Desailly and 



Bixente Lizarazu on the attack from his wing-back position for Bayern Munich this season (above) 
and (below) grasping the World Cup with his French team-mate Zinedine Zidane Empics 


Lilian Thuram breathed new fife into 
the concept of the backfoiu; as long 
as it received protection from a 
couple of strong midfield players, 
such as Didier Deschamps and 
Petit 

“I prefer a four-man defence,” he 
said “I think now in modern football 
it’s the best system. Because it’s not 
only the job of four defenders and a 
goalkeeper It's the job of those two 
strong midfield players — and it’s 
also the job of the strikers, who must 
come back when it’s necessary. 
They too have a defensive role, a lit¬ 
tle bit You can’t score a lot of goals 
if all the team don’t help, and the de¬ 
fence is exactly the same.” 

In German the legacy of Franz 
Beckenbauer the prince of sweep- 
era, endures — and nowhere more 
explicitly than at Bayern, where 
Beckenbauer is now the president 
Giov anni Trapattoni, Hibfeld’s pre¬ 
decessor; briefly tried to switch to a 
back four, but the experiment 
foundered on the ingrained habits of 
the German players. “It was im¬ 
possible. Really. The players were 
not used to it Fbr me, it was fine. 
Perfect But now I’ve adapted, and 


I'm used to their system, so there’s 
no problem." 

In fact he added, Hitzfeld had also 
briefly experimented with the back- 
four system earlier this year, but 
soon reverted to the old shape. 
“When the team has a tibero and two 
stoppers, the stoppers can some¬ 
times move laterally when we have 
the baD, leaving the tibero in the mid¬ 
dle. But when we play with only two 
central defenders, they must not go 
wide, they must stay. But some¬ 
times..” He moved his bands apart, 
looked at the gap between them, and 
laughed. “It’s funny when you see 
they are used to playing like this and 
they cannot change." 

Tomorrow night's match at Old 
Trafford has a simila r significance 
for two dubs who are prone to view 
the European Cup with a special 
yearning. Whereas Manchester 
United won the trophy once, 30 
years ago, FC Bayern captured a 
hat-trick of victories, starting in 
1974, with the team that included 
Beckenbauer; Gerd Mailer, Uli Hoe- 
ness, Sepp Maier and Paul Breitnec 
It is a dub very conscious of histo¬ 
ry and seriously keen on dynasties. 


Below Beckenbauer in today's ad¬ 
ministrative hierarchy come Karl- 
Heinz Rummenigge. a vice- 
president; Hoeness, the general 
manager; Maiei; an assistant train¬ 
er; and Muller, whom the club 
helped to recover from alcoholism, 
now a youth coach- 

“Our president wants us to win 
the trophy,” Lizarazu noted. And 
whereas United need a win to ensure 
qualification, Bayern require only a 
point “Manchester will have to be 
offensive," Lizarazu said, “so maybe 
it’s easier for us. If they’re too of¬ 
fensive, well try to use all the space 
they give us." 

In tbe first match between the 
dubs, at the Olympiadstadion, Unit¬ 
ed were deprived of a win only in the 
last minute, when Schmeichei failed 
to intercept Lizarazu's long throw 
and allowed Elber to equalise with 
his second goal of the night. “The 
first match was a little strange, I 
would say, because we saw a good 
Manchester in one half and a better 
Bayern in the second half. So I 
would say that there was a balance 
between the teams." 

Tomorrow marts Lizarazu's 29th 



birthday, and he’s hoping for a cel¬ 
ebration. “Manchester have a good 
collective way of playing, offensive¬ 
ly. The relationship of Beckham, 
Yorke and Cole is good — and now 
they have Giggs back. But after that 
I think there’s some possibility in de¬ 
fence. Sometimes they don’t have... 
what's the word in English, rigeur?” 
Rigour Discipline. "Yes. So that’s my 
way of thinking. Most of tbe time they 
score a lot but in the same way the 
other team can score, too. So we will 
try to play thinking of this.” 


Kuwait set to challenge Uzbeks for Asian crown 


THAILAND 

AFTER SOME shocks in the open¬ 
ing week, the football tournament 
at the Asian Games in Bangkok was 
less sensational when the second 
round began yesterday. 

Kuwait established themselves 
as one of the favourites for the gold 
medal with an impressive 5-0 
thrashing of their Gulf rivals, Unit¬ 
ed Arab Emirates. South Koreabeat 
their World Cup 2002 co-hosts, 
Japan, 2-0 in a dull game while the 
defending champions. Uzbekistan, 
kad no trouble in {rushing North 
ttorea 4-0. Turkmenistan survived 
a late scare to earn a 3-2 win over 
unfonded India. 

Uzbekistan have not been seri- 
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ousty tested yet and should go 
through to the knock-out quarter¬ 
final stage. But unless the Uzbeks, 
who^ created a major upset when 
they won the title in Japan four 
years in their international tour¬ 


nament debut, show something 
special when facing more serious 
opposition, they will lose their 
crown. Kuwait's performance has 
lifted them up alongside China, 
with four Europe-based players in 
their squad, and Iran as the hot tips. 

Japan are not the favourites be¬ 
cause they have brought their 
Under-21 squad, which is preparing 
for the 2000 Sydney Olympics, to 
Thailand. They only just beat India 
m the first roimd. South Korea, who 
have salt their senior side, had a 
dreadful start to the tournament 
when they lost their opening game 
to unheralded Turkmenistan, and 
only reached the second stage 
t hanks to a flattering 4-0 win over 
Vietnam in their next game. 


The hosts, Thailand, are coached 
by the former England and Aston 
Villa centre-forward, Peter Withe. 
They are worth a bet as outsiders, 
especially as they have relatively 
easy second-round opponents in 
Lebanon, Qatar and Kazakhstan. 

Sadly Mongolia wait heme at the 
weekend. After losing their opening 
first-round match 11-0 to Kuwait, 
they were spotted playinga “friend¬ 
ly" with a giant-sized ball against 
some elephants in a nearby park. 
Whether it was just a publicity 
stunt ora genuine training session 
was not reported, but it did not do 
them much good. They were ham¬ 
mered 15-0 by Uzbekistan - a new 
Games record-in their second and 
last game on Saturday. 


South Africa 

THE DISMISSAL of the former West 
Ham and England inside-forward. 
Johnny “Budge” Byrne, as the 
coach of Cape Tbwn Spurs was the 
latest in a series of setbacks for his 
family’s coaching dynasty. 

Byrne, his two sons, David and 
Mark, and his son-in-law Gavin 
Hunt were all in charge of South 
African Premier League dubs at 
the start of the season in August- 
but the three Byrnes have now lost 
their jobs. David Byrne was sacked 
as the coach of struggling Santos 
last month. Hunt then left his job at 
relegation-threatened Seven Stars 
- to take over from his brother-in- 
law Mark Byrne at Hellenic. 


Budgie's firing came after his 
dub blew a 3-0 half-time lead over 
Manning Rangers in Cape Tbwn on 
Saturday, losing the game 4-3. 

Australia 

THERE HAS been dismay Down 
Under at the news that Australia 
must win a play-off against South 
American opposition if they are to 
qualify for the 2002 VBbrid Cup finals. 

Tbe Australians were beaten by 
Iran in a play-off for this year’s tour¬ 
nament in France- Next time, 
though, the Oceania winners will 
face the fifth-placed team in the 
South American group. The former 
team captain, Paul Wade, called the 
decision a “slap in the face”. 


Houllier 
hopes Vigo 
will be 
complacent 

By Guy Hodgson _ 

WHEN GERARD HOULLIER.finished 
lambasting his team fbr their de¬ 
fending in Spain two weeks ago, he 
contrived to salvage a morsel as he 
sifted through the wreckage of Liv¬ 
erpool’s Uefa Cup third-round tie. It 
was not much, admittedly, but the 
last resort for a well-beaten team in 
a two-match contest is to wish com¬ 
placency on their opponents. 

Houllier believed, or more prob¬ 
ably hoped, that Celta Vigo's 3-1 vic¬ 
tory would lead to over-confidence 
that could be pricked with a rousing 
performance at Anfield. Tonight 
Liverpool need to be the team who 
can rip apart even tbe best of de¬ 
fences - their mistake-ridden, care¬ 
less alter ego cannot appear if they 
are to reach the quarter-finals. 

“The positive thing is that we 
scored, which will be veiy important 
in the return leg," Houllier said. 
“Celta think the game is finished. 
They think they have gone through. 
Wh dotft think so. We have a chance." 

That chance looks a reasonable 
one on paper because a 2-0 scoreline 
is within Liverpool's compass. 
Celta’s defence is prone to flatness, 
as Michael Owen proved when he 
put the visitors ahead in Spain, and 
Anfield can bristle with inhibition- 
inducing hostility. The question is 
whether a fragile home defence will 
be able to nullify an attack which 
would have put the tie beyond doubt 
in Vigo but for two outstanding 
saves from David James. The an¬ 
swer is probably no. 

Tiro of Celta’s goals were justly de¬ 
scribed as “schoolboy errors" by 
Houlliec and defensive mistakes at 
this level are usually tbe product of 
experience. There was over-anxiety 
in the Liverpool rearguard that had 
been put there because Alexander 
Mostovoi, Mazinho,\felery Karpin and 
Juan Sanchez had been repeatedly 
reminding them of their inferiority. 

You cannot imagine Liverpool 
surviving 90 minutes intact to nigh t 
against a side who look made to 
counter Aston Villa beat Celta 1-0 in 
Spain and still lost 3-1 at Villa Park 
in the last round and, unless the 
home team tonight can create ten¬ 
sions of their own with an eariy goal, 
the fear is they win be punished as 
they are forced to gamble by press¬ 
ing forward. 

Even with a full-strength team it 
would be a tall order but Liverpool 
will be diminished Jamie Redknapp 
and Vegard Heggem collected their 
second yellow cards of the compe¬ 
tition in Spain and join Paul Ince and 
Steve McManaman in being sus¬ 
pended, which will leave Liverpool 
akin to a set of a Western movie: an 
impressive front with not very much 
behind. As Houllier conceded: “It is 
a mountain to climb.* 1 

Leading from that front will be 
Robbie Fbwier; who will be captain 
for the first time tonight That might 
mean little in view of the absentees, 
but It does reflect a growing confi¬ 
dent m him, both in terms of fitriess 
and maturity, at Anfield The young 
man who has admitted to irrespon¬ 
sibility in the past is growing up. 

Ferguson 
in fold to 
quell Veron 

IAN FERGUSON has been given the 
daunting task of man-marking the 
Argentinian, Juan Veron, as Rangers 
attempt to reach the quarter-finals 
of the Uefa Cup in Italy today. The 
31-year-old midfielder, with 10 years 
service at Ibrox under his belt, will 
try and nullify the Parma player who 
set up Abel Balbo’s goal in the l-l 
draw at Ibrox a fortnight ago - and 
the Rangers manager; Dick Advo- 
caat, is well aware of the danger he 
poses going into this third-round 
second-leg match. 

Ferguson has spent most of this 
season on the bench in the Premier 
League, but has thrived when given 
his chance in Europe. Advocaat 
knows that the player’s ball-winning 
skills and ability to retain possession 
underpressure could be vital at the 
Tardini stadium. 

The Dutchman will also employ 
two strikers, certainly Rod Wallace 
and probably Gordon Durie, as 
StephaneGuivarc'b (ineligible) and 
Jonatan Johansson (hamstring 
injury) are both unavailable. 

Ftergusotfs recall to the'starting 
line-up - he was on the bench 
against Dunfermline on Saturday - 
will probably mean demotion for 
Jorg Albertz. 

The Italian striker Enrico Chiesa, 
who missed the first leg because of 
injury, looks likely to replace Balbo 
in Parma’ starting line-up. 
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Suny shadowed by old foes „ it ° h u T ote 


THE PAST returns to haunt 
Suny Bay at Haydock on Sat¬ 
urday when Britain’s top-rated 
steeplechaser will encounter 
two old adversaries that his 
connections would happily 
never see again. Lord Gyllene 
and Earth Summit, who have 
relegated the grey to the role of 
runner-upin the last two Grand 
Na tionals, him on a gain in 
the TOmmy Whittle Chase at 
the Lancashire course. 

In theory, it should be all so 
different this time, with Lord 
Gyllene having not set foot on 
a racecourse since that Monday 
evening triumph at Ain tree in 
1997 and Earth Summit meet¬ 
ing Suny Bay on hugely disad¬ 
vantageous terms because this 
is a conditions race rather than 
a handicap. But on Haydock’s 
long run-in from the last fence, 
who could begrudge Graham 
Bradley a little anxiety as he 
looks around for the two most 
durable stayers in the land. 

It is familiar territory for 
Suny Bay, who has won three 


BY JOHN COBB 

timos over the course and es¬ 
tablished his position at the pin¬ 
nacle of Britain's chasers with 
an impressive win over Escar- 
tefigue, Strath Royal, See More 
Business and The Grey Monk 
- who is likely to reoppose on 
.Saturday- in the Edward Ham¬ 
mer Chase there last month. 

While Suny Bay’s aim is to 
consolidate his status as a 
major candidate for the sea¬ 
son’s premier chases, Cyfor 
Malta will be attempting in the 
Tripleprint Gold Cup at Chel¬ 
tenham to move up a notch or 
two in pursuit of the top spot. 

The winner of the Murphy’s 
Gold Cup over the old course 
here, Cyfor Malta is likely to 
renew rivalry with the runner- 
up that day. Simply Dashing, 
who is also in the Tommy Whit¬ 
tle. Simply Dashing is set to 
meet Martin Pipe's runner on 
91b better terms this time and 
the Nicholas hayne trainer will 
have to think back only far 


as last Saturday's Sandown 
defeat of Blowing Wind to re¬ 
alise that the hancficapper has 
the power to interrupt the win¬ 
ning runs of even the most tal¬ 
ented intfividuals. 

Pipe will take heart from the 
comments yesterday of Simply 
Dashing’s trainer; Tim Easter¬ 
ly? who is for from convinced 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
Nap: Coulthard 
(Huntingdon 2.30) 

NB: The Robe 
(Sedgefield 3.20) 


that his charge win be able to 
make up the length by which he 
was beaten by Cyfor Malta in 
the Murphy’s even on these 
more favourable terms. 

"Simply Dashing got inter¬ 
fered with by a faBer and got be¬ 
hind, but the winner might 
have had 9tt> in hand,” Easter- 
by said. “But Simply Dashing 
has come out of the race very 
well and is in good form. Wher¬ 


ever he runs he will wear a 
visor to help him concentrate. 
He is ultra-game but very laay" 

Easterly's cautious esti¬ 
mate of Simply Dashing's 
chance is balanced by Ms more 
aggressive {dans fin- the geld¬ 
ing. *Tm also thtnlnng of fan¬ 
ning hjm in the King George." 
the Great Habton trainer 
added. 

The bookmak&sd^rfy be¬ 
lieve that Cyfor Malta had plen¬ 
ty in hand of the fast-finishing 
Simply Dashing last tfrwp and 
make Pipe’s horse the 5-2 fav¬ 
ourite for Saturday’s race, while 
Easterly’s charge is as gener¬ 
ously priced as 7-1 with Coral 

Also on trial for champi¬ 
onship lumoure attire weekend 
are Dato Star and Grey Shot, 
two of the acceptors for Chel¬ 
tenham's Bula Hurdle on Sat¬ 
urday. Both are top-priced at 
14-1 for the Champion Hurdle 
and both have impressed over 
timber this season after re¬ 
turning from Flat rampaigng 

Dato Star was a smooth win¬ 


ner of the Fighting Fifth Hur¬ 
dle at Newcastle last month, 
while the form of Grey Shot’s 
handicap hurdle success at 
Prestbury Park last time is 
wearing out particularly wdL 
■ Australia’s first female Abo- 
riginaljocirey dfedyesterdsty fol¬ 
lowing a fall during a race at a 
rural track. Leigh-Anne Good¬ 
win, aged 27, suffered severe 
head and spinal frguries when 
she was thrown from her mount 
during a race at Roma, 240 
miles west of Brisbane Good¬ 
win’s mount. Bachelor King, 
broke a leg and collapsed as it 
led the 10 -horse field into a 
turn soon after the race’s start 
■A firmer amateur jockey who 
nearly <£ed after sipping sheep 
dip in mistake for whisky was 
yesterday in a stable condition 
in hospital. Raymond Siiels, 36, 
from Jedburgh, was offered the 
drink from awhisky bottle as he 
rode through the town with a 
hunt on Saturday and was of¬ 
fered the sheep dip from a bot¬ 
tle offered by a hunt supporter 



BLOWING WIND, who ran^S 
enough to finish 11 ton g ths 
fourth to Polar Prospect off a 
hanrHrflp mark of .IfLi f 

TOffiam H31 Handicap Hurdleat 

Sandown on Saturday is ouLto 
20-1 for the Champion Hurdle 
next March at Cheltenham. 
However; this effort fea^ 
Blowing Wind a lot to find if he 
is to trouble Istabraq, the reign- 


ante-post 

UPDATE 


BY Ian DAVIES 


Easterby: Simply cautious 


by 12 lengths at Ch eltenham . 

See Mare Business, running 
off a mark of 172, put up a cred- 


Mr Shiels’s family said they itable performance to beat 
believe the wwn had a Dom Samourai, Coral’s 5-1 


genuine mistake, and police' 
have dassed it as “an unfortu¬ 
nate accident”. 

■ Tbday’s meeting at Sedge- 
field is subject to a 7.30am in¬ 
spection because of frost 
Tomorrow’s card at Hexham is 
also under threat and win be for 
spected at 2.30pm today. Yes¬ 
terday’s card at Eakenham fell 
victim to frosty weathec 


Huntingdon 


12.30 Overs man 
1.00 I’m Imran 

1.30 Bora Bora 
2.00 Stonesby 


HYPERION 

2.30 Coulthard (nb) 
3.00 TREMALLT (nap) 

3.30 Canasta 


GOING: Good (Good to Soft n places) 

■ Right-hand, level course. Rw-in 200yds. 

■ Course Is at junction of At and A604. Huntingdon station (service from London. Kings 
Cross) Vn. ADMISSION: Mentors 70: Paddock 7*0; Course SS CAR PARK: Free. 
OAPs Students half-price in fetts. 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: K Bailey T7-75 ( 215 %), G Hubbard 16-70 (223%), Mi* M 
Revaley W-36 1383%) J Gifford 14-72 (184%). N Henderson 11-38 (283%) 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: R Dunwoody 21-81 (S3%) M A Fitzgerald 17-83 (205%). 
P Hide S-84 (234%) N Wnfiamoon 13-69 (188%) J A McCarthy 12-67 (173%) 

■ FAVOUR RES: 225-510 (44.1%) 

■ LONG DISTANCE RUNNERS: Ret From (1230) arid No Pain No Gain (330) have 
been sent 277 mtea 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Rusk (1230) Overaman (1230) Leopard Princes* (1230) 
Urdu's Orchestra (100) 


Wot Leader: Rated to p rogre s s from 11 lengths 3rd to Hoochrirtar at Bangor (3m) 
on chase debut lest term. Beaton 49 lengths when 11th of 16 to ftoqb at H e refud 
(3m It raw heap ch) on Friday and cffficUt to fancy 

RoyalTbnany: Vta-rateaed heavy-ground winner ct Mi pcWSpcirti at KB 20 months 

ago. Rret tun far new yard and one to note to the betting 

TMey Gate: Maiden pokit-to-poirrter ami poor hudtec 50-1 In touch when tel 4 out 

h race won by Dancing Poser at Exeter (2m6f nov heap tide) latest 

Alston Antics: Damg March gating out of a maiden racemare. From a powerful 

yard and one to note on debut 

VERDICTS VWi farm at a premium apart from Riot L—dm** chase debut effort 
the tosh point-to-palnt winner ROYAL TOMMX 1mm Otver Sherwood* Worm yard, 
loote the best choice He should haws no trouble wfth the trp and showed for his 
farmer handers that he goes wet trash. Alston Antics, the stable prefer an u s over 
the mare experienced Party Animal, and I’m Imran look the bsst aflamtivaa. 


1.30 


HOECHST ROUSSEL PANACUR EBP NOVICE HURDLE 
(D) £5,000 added 2m 5f 110yds Penalty Value £3,453 
SI AUBROSA(584)(Grtttwt$GHutted5IOC_Al 


21- ABDBfTTNHY (301) (GPPStaserl) NHande Mi 5 012- 

am 8uaoo(iq(MaBtou9ti)MPRRiai6«e_ 

0S2P BORABOnA(24)(MneJBridanz^N1UstoHMtoSOe- 
CM UlCyWAUH& (33) (Ms* U OTbetej Us 0 Haro s n 6- 


JHAFtagarald 


MtScdar CrecStsMe 4 lengths 5th of 8 to Kathryn* ft# over C/D fofcjwhg Ksmpton 
win «id dose 5th to Prerrtar Generation al Cheltenham {2m, good to soft) Dropped 
lit since latest nm and by no means out of the agtanent 
Nobte Colours: Cheltenham winner ton 2fl> lower tasttsm 5 lengths dear when 
W test In race won by Eben N HebMb d Bangor good) Meet. Cspabto d 
bold show but al winning form on a Bound surface 

Corel Island: Perth notice wtoner last farm. Back from 9-month layoff when weak¬ 
ened 2 out 17 length s 7th of H to Lord fUifleU at Unaotor^n heap hde) Ap- 
pe ais to have Btrfftodt and probably beat waetodiaSaaamariatati^a a re s trong 
BMohHl Fain FOtortiam novice winner*! October. Wasting **• Iran 6b out 
of the hendeep when M 4 out ti race won by Ksweeceah to AMree pn heap fids, 
good to soft}. Loots held by Hangar Stoane on Uferwck rumeig 
Ranger Stoane: Southwel and H^dodt wne last De ca ntor and now only lb 
below last aiming mark, Djaappohttog met longer trips last 2 starts but chance on 
(xwrtaua Warwick 4 lengths 3rd to Hatorw (2m, soft) 

KheOdb Formerly useful (Wtoner from 17b htgfwr over C/D 23 months ago) Below 
lorm 3 starts tfita tonn and probably best wtached Best on sornd sdurtoce 
VERDI CT. With Pam Sty's team fring al cyfindera (3 wins at Towcestar on Setur- 
day) it is dffiait to oppose COULTHARD, who began to progress last bacterid and 
looked vastly Improved when hacking up frcrn Monica)) Choice last time M u fcder . 
who has been nmtog wet. and Ranger Stoane codd be the biggest dangers. 


2S2-P4 UEJ4SA1* OFESTEEM (Bt(T French &R Janes) SGoteup 7 012. 
FP26-3 lira TNSn£jS) (DA J Newel) RAhar 5 012. 

-7i 


i SS 13.00 


Jtragteft 


12.30 


CASSIDY AND PARTNERS CHRISTMAS CLAIMING 
HURDLE (F) £2,400 2m 110yds Penalty Ifelue £2,024 

1 -'0214 BRAMBLES WAY (29) (D BF) (Bhregham BtaJSodQ F Jordan Bit 3-AMagdra 

2 CAHIA0 CYMHU (F218) (Ifc R Evans) f? Bans 4110..Byrne 

3 0063- GRAIOCRU(Fl5)(AianSpegoUd)JCt*ai7l10-JfcJOwra (7) 

< 0223-0 HUSK pqitts Jean PCcrnmlT Easterly S It 0-GBradeyB 

5 -CCS2F AIBainC (USA)flBKCO)lACY< Pisa) A Judes SOU-Jttohcnw 

6 HOONSHFT (F41) (C V Lres) H CoSngndgs 4 1) It-XAapdi 

7 32-040 OYERSMAN(6)(D)(UanpesacfeWcnaafa)JFiEGerafcf5 0 0-JIAfitganMB 

8 .TOW PEGASUS BAY(Ft1)(DBF)[DCamacn)DCardan7 Dll_R Johnson 

9 00002/ ffOlDUNOfffi (FR)(FI5) (D) (W3SCanpcn) M9Hby6Dh_WMaMon 

TO F SALFORD LAD(3S)(J Pearce) j Peara41) 11-JCuBoty 

n 04> FOflESTHy(H))(DAnd)MVflkrscr4toa_CUswefiyn 

2 Ffi3» NOTHING DOING (FC91) (BR (Bmugfr&nEboddidQWMuesan 9 US_SDuack 

13 WW LEOTARD PRINCESS (Q (M Hoaren) A H Hevey 5 U 6_J A McCarthy B 

-4 2KM- RETFRail (F42) (Ur& lAsRAnderetn Qsen) C Farter5 tt5_ilrTDnidnn (7) 

-ladadmi- 

BETT1NG: 94 Rusk, 3-1 Ovenmaa 5-1 Brambias Way, 8-1 Pegasus Bay. 8-1 Grand Cru, 12-1 Roi 

Du Wort, Abenine, 18-1 often 

>7=7 Ariun Boy 10 n 8 P Carbary n-4 jt (I VSams) 9 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Brambles Way: A winner of 2 datorng hordes lor Mary Reveley this season, he was 
most dsappomtmg on he first nsi for Frar* Jordan when 4th to Bamnpcrx at ftntwel 
Best watched for the time being 

Carted Cymru: Phot run for new yard and showed tittle n maiden and sefer in 2 
outings lest Rat term when trained by Jotn Spearmg, Stanna doubt an breeding 
Grand Cnr Has not run over hurdes since fi n i s h in g last of 3 In a handoap at Leices¬ 
ter n January, but shaid be fit enough after 2 recent runs on the aD-wealher 
Rusk: Fair farm In novice hurdles Iasi season mdudng when 2nd to subsequent Im¬ 
perial Cup 4th Hoh Express ft January. Soon dropped out on Ira reappearance at 
Cheltenham last month, but bright chance here In first time bMcera 
Atoemine: Sefing hunter, whoa welt hendcapped on a marie 9b lower than he won 
off last season. Beaten 11 lengths when 2nd to Branbles Way at Warwick las: month 
and is only 61b better off 

MocmahHt: Matien Flat handcapper. who put up Ira best effort when 4tti n a 10f 
handcap et Yarmouth in Jwie. Umty to stay 2m, but toxperienoe against Nm 
Overaman: Little show over fences ri last 2 outings, tut was placed twice in hand¬ 
icap fudles last season. Shodd not be far away against this opposrtun and s bunk¬ 
ered lor the first time 

Pegasus Bay: SeEng huder, who has been tried over fences without success. Fourth 
to Aimapa n a Taunton seta <n October and has arce nm tunce an the al-weather, 
but vwuld have more chance m a handcap 

Roi Du Nord: Handcap huder. who missed last season and was having his first 
outmgtor w months when tiled off last of 15 on ihe ataveatlwr last month 
Salford Lad: Wtefl beaten m 6 outngs on the Flat last season (mdudrig setiors) and 
was always behnd when faimg 3 out on Ws fmnfeng debut n a Tbwcssler seta to 
October 

Forestry: Taied off m both outngs over fudles and dd net appear to stay 2m on 
ha reappearance at Whnmck last month when puled up before 2 out 
Nothing Doing: Placed twice over hudes. nefudng a handca p , m 1996-7, but has 
not nm for 17 months 

Leopard Princess: Bfrtured for the frst bma but no sign of aMty in 2 bumpers 
and has been puled up in both outings over hurdes 

Ret Frem: Marten hurdle winner at Perth last year and ran 3 times on the Flat last 
season. Reappears after five-week break, but ridden by an toacperienced amateur 
VERDICT: Brambles WSy loote one to have reservations about after Ns first out¬ 
ing tor ha new yard last month and this could be between RUSK and Overaman. 
Both have been running m much bettor company and Rusk, who usualy races with 
his Umgua tied dmm, won an 11 furlong sdta a Beverley in September. 


BETTING: 2-1 Antatiroy, 11-4 Bora Bora, 4-1 lacy Wins, 9-1 MnwNb Otestoem, 7-1 MXri 
Tittle, 12-1 BtaML 19-1 Anttott 
B97: No consapondi g race 

FORM GUIDE 

Ambrosia: hissed fast season and was taied off on her orty outing over hurdes to 
B997. From a yard whose runners are often fit anou£i after a long absence, but 
hanf to fancy 

Arden dim y: Confirmed the pronto of her 2 nd at Fo 8 «sstone whan winning e burner 
at Vtawfck in february Has a good junptig pedfyse (rsiteBd The Ibarevtoh) and 
looks sure to make the gada over nudes 

ESzImld: Uttie sign of abfiy ri 2 bumpers and weakened 4 out when unplaced on 
herhurdtag debut at Mtowtek test morth 

Bora Boac Wton 2 bumpers last soasan and was beaten te lengths when 2nd to 
Ftaieagh Native on her firat appearance over hudas In Octobec Haiti tiuk d Chef- 
tenhani last time and back kiltie right conpany 

Liny Wbftere:Wtan abumper at F K BBtone last season by 1 'A length e from Ardenlinny 
and made a reasonable enough fudkig debut when 4th to Dark R oma nce to Tbw- 
oestar last month 

Memsatdb O f es te e m : Consistent novice hunter, who was placed 3 times from 6 
outings last seesen. Ustaly mehBS Ihs nmnfrig so thto sharp course wfl be to her 
favour 

Mttzi Thistle: Ran 4 three to Irish poinMo-patots fast season and was untudey not 
ton mi at Ouhtiow to March when she imsaatad her rider at fl» last Thitd in a Fbta- 
stone bumper ( 2 m 11 ) lest month aid slap 143 in trip wi suit 
VERDICT Bora Bora was out of her depth at Cheltenham last month and may 
have needed the outing when second on her reappearance at Woroaster *1 Octo¬ 
ber This weak event 0vee ha an ideal opporfutity; but AHDSITMNY looks the 
type to Improve in ha second season. She was ridden by a dakner when wtimtog a 
bonper last season, but tick Ftogeraidtaiffle over for her yjiptog debut 


EXOPLAN INTERNATIONAL CONDITIONAL JOCKEYS 
HANDICAP CHASE (E) £4,000 2m 4f 110 yds £2J&1 

45GIF- mFWNNOGAM(39Q(CQ(ltevdMte1MStttCtav«eo 

3/2F1- SHANAyOGHCE94)(Q(SPGahBnUd)GMMociB7tl9__ 

van THE CAFTAWS WISH (28) (ltaAJIArtay}ONcholscri7 TI fi 
4tH3- KFfETON TYCOON (107) (B Gee) B Gee 9114 



OflffS KA1NUUNSAM(T7)PKRanQKBtiaett4. 


/ 2 TQ 8 HAUNTING MUSK (18) (CO) (RMfer) Us A Rated V 111 . 

3Z2B3 MGHLEAHE( 8 )(C)(EKsray)AHHBrra)rBl 10 _ 

22 B-U 1 TRauUJfll) (D) (Skucrt feaig) T Geag- 7 D 1 __ 

-Sdeetered- 


JMQtMis 

_R Wktor 

,-SKeBy B 
_R Wtklvy 


2.00 


SIR PETER CROSSMAN NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS E) £4,000 added 2m IlOycfe Penalty Value £2£02 

CP/502 MM-LOUAND (15) (D) (WirtDn BbodESX* LfcJ ifes H Kri^f 6 Tt T)-JClttty 

U2-63P rtSAR (32) (D) (R Catfcxi) P Rfchtns5115-BFwScn 


BETTVlG:1MianeB,948feeiiaviidi l 9-vnaCaptebfsWWi,7-1HaBtt«llDMc,19-1NoPtt 
No Gdn, 12-1 Rheton tycooe. Hsh Learie, 194 ttSMBan Sai 
tat. The Tbeesdi 6 H 0 R Thornton 9-tf ter (J Fanshaw) 4 ibi 

FORM GUIDE 

No Pain No Gake Pi a i relng as a novice but below enp e ctatiu ns since and without 
a wto tor 26 month* First run fir new yard aid probably best wetohed after layoff 
Shanmogtc FM outing Once Sedgeftekl win (2mSf nov ch, good to fsm) to ra>- 
roary. Pranrising sort who goes wal fra*, but plenty to do on hanrfeap debut 
The Captain’a WWc Placad to strong novica chases te Sandown and Stratford two 
mas on s ago but 101 b tomad Ma promise whan 67 lengths 6 th of 11 to Brotiwr Of hte 
over G/D after 20 -morth teydff Difflait to assess 

Khraton T)rooon: Back from potottapotottog to win at SauthweB pm, good) to May 
but wsl beaten to two subsequent ouftoga Returning from Smortih layoft 
Hawaiian Sam: Sandown winner from 51b ftitfier two seasons ago but sfruggbig in 
3 races this term, fbtawing long-tay-ofl ProbabtybestwalchedfarttspraaanLte- 
though return to sftorta trip might help 

Haunting Music: Landed novice chase double here m outum. Ltoly to struggle off 
tfto mark on latest 39 lengths 6 th to New Leaf to Ascot novlcs handcap (in good) 
High Learie: Exposed sort beck on latest wmntog mark here. Wi need inairove- 
mant on lateai 3rd of 6 (btnci stam q) to Play Gamas aWbroaster^n heap ch heavy) 
TramaBt Ex-Tim Forstec Looked one to taCow whon, eased fiat bt Out ^ tight 21 
lengths at Baigor ( 2 m 4f heap cA soft) Iriprov to g and we 8 in with arty Bb nsa 
VERDICT fHl rU ALL T has lookad p r u iniai n g on both his starts ties seastxi aid 
is Eksiy to start at short odds from this very attractive mark foflovnrtg his easy Bov- 
gor win The Captaki's Wtah is probably a good deal better than ne showed last 
time, but Ns yard a stl to low gear, so the tighdy-raeed Staanavogh Is pre fe ued . 


36302 STONESBY (17) ( 6 x A3dnso^ G M Uocre 6113- 

05F-J2 CATHStWESWAY(24){BR (RKCarvfi) ATuira8107_ 
9322P PWMONY( 1 ^(TiewrHemings) lbsSSntti 6 D5. 


JCtiagtrai 


-SDuraCk 


3.30 


WEATHERSYS ‘STARS OF TOMORROW NH FLAT RACE 
£1,500 added 2m 110yds Penalty Value £1,403 


F/P-& SNOWSHIU. HARVEST (48) (H Stephen SnteD A Tunal 7 B1- 

6304 PBBEPHOiepO) (RLangey)CAten5DO- 

3R3455 HUGH DAMELS (28) (BHamrisyJC Hensley « « Q- 

-Bdedarad- 


——C U e iia M jn 

JUnADodey (7) 


1 nm ROSSELU MEMORIAL MAIDEN CHASE (CLASS 
1 '^ l E) £4,000 added 3m Penalty Value £2,843 


..LArwI 


1 5050-P BHYBfTO (18) (Mrs Jean Ftackstt) J Cktoti 6 ti 0 - 

2 S rafflWAN(NZ)(Z2)(TTKSfaftetoerafiplCEgBWi7tl0-JAMcCathy 

3 QP9PP LinCTS ORCHESTRA (2^ (B& Dane 3 ftotee^MCanplon 7 110 _JCuSotyB 

4 OSP.V LUKER BOY (IQ (LiAsr Bos ffentwafa) j WcComodis 0 Ti Q___RBaBaw 

5 U035U ORPHAN SPA (4) (Mra B TayloO G McCart 7 ti a-EHMbend 

6 3F-5RJ RIOTLEADB1 (4)(kk 8 Ms0AGanble)T(taxge 8 tl 0 -Rttktef 

7 PI/ RCnALTOMNYp90)(D)(LGKkrta)OShawood6TrO-JOsbams 

8 OOPOF TWLEY GALE (18) {DoraU SnSh] JSirtih 6 TI 0 - -WMwston 

9 ALSTON ANTICS (Jotti Sariey) K Baley 5 tl 13---NWBSanson 

-9 d ec la red- 

BETTING: 8-1 Royal Danny. 4-1 ITa bnran, 92 Alston Antic*. 5-1 FM Leader, W Betrenco, 10-1 

Orphan Spe, 14-1 Tkley Grie, 25-1 ludo'e OiilieWie, taker Boy 

B97- Camera titan 7 tl 0 M A FtagarsU 5-1 <N Handafson) O rai 

FORM GUIDE 

Beteenta Strong Gale geWtog Gfrnmer of ablty on hunties. but taied off aid pried 
ifa 3 out behind King CH Spots at Wtocanton (an 5f heap) on chase debut 
I’m Imran: Wtoner 1*1 to tit to New Zealand. S &13 of abiity when 25 lengths Sh of 
t3 to Foter Fight at Plunpton (2m 4f nm hde) Wbrth noting In betting on chase debut 
Ludo'a Orc he s t ra: Weakened Bth, puted up 2 out to race won by Lotschberg Ex¬ 
press at Windsor ( 2 m 4 f nov neap hde) BMna bed sign tor chase debut 
Luker Boy. No sign of abBty over hurrfies. Mbtakes and pUtod 141 et the 9th to race 
won by Edmond at Exeter (an et good to eoft) on chase debut 
Orphan Spa: Frst form wfrai 3rd to Chepstow seta but dsappointBd non time and 
beaten when unseated at 9th n Raqtols race at Hereford! 3m if raw heap ch) 


Mfoinurr wetglt fOst Tiue handcap weighs: Pwseotene 9st 62). Hugh Oawfc 8 S# 126, 

BETTING: 94 aoneetqr, 7-3 Cetiwrintfm Vtey, 9fl MteUaAnd, 9-1 Pin lta« 7-1 SnotoNR Her- 

rate, 9-1 Hba, 14-1 Pera M boee. 28-1 Hugh DaoMe 

S97: Get Real 8 « ® M A Fitzgerald 1-2 tov (N Hendason) 8 nn 

FORM GUIDE 

Mlro-Lnu-Ard: UssfJ lade; beaten 2 'h lengthe by Antiguan Hyw at Writer (2m 
cond heap hde) tetest Stiff task on chase debut but from good yard 
Htaac Chance a the wra itfSi. on S lengths 3rd to Dinai at Newton Abbot (2m nov 
ch) but lumped poorly when ptAed up at Uttontsr on latest outing 
Stonesby: Novice hunle winner. Jumped we 8 when btn 3 ’/, lengthe by ti sha m ka at 
Catterick (am good to firni) on chase debuL Looks soe to be a major player 
Catherine’s Way: Improved performer over hurdtes (M lengths 2 nd to Lotschberg 
Express efWtodeor 2m 4^ te st month but making chase debut Marks! jhe best guide 
Pin Mony Disappointing on heavy grottod a Worces ter late time but hanrBy weight- 
ad on eerta 14 tengtha 2nd to Premier Cru at Mfethsrtry Cm, good) Dttflalt ride 
SnawahlB Harvest: Yet to Sve ip to hte looks but ran weG for tang way when lei 4 
out to race won by Come On Remy at Enter {bnlt ch. good) Posable Improver 
Per se phone: Limited abBty (war hades. Uttie encouragement when 48 lengths 
4th of 8 to Rusting De Cwfoy at Heretad ( 2 m nov heap ch, good) 

Hugh Daniete: Little cause for op ci nram whan 16 lengths Stit of n to SBWnghurst 
Flyer at Ludow ( 2 m heap ch. good) Has had plenty of chances and hard 10 fancy 
VERDICT: Although he has only totitad experience, STONESBY makes most ap^ 
peal on his Catterick aid to Nfeharira. Wa orty serious rristaJ® was at me test and 
he should process. S no wsh ffl Hovast pro mise s to do better and thaw are also 
pora&Afes about MlnhLou-And, who tooka enough far the game end comes 
front a yard mjoyfng e good sreui on with its novices. 


00- BBJCW THE SAIT (323) (JfXntapiJDufop 5tl4-Mr H Dunlop (7) 

CANASlA(DSArr«*iaDJ6oodman)MP9man4n4-L Carom (7) 

5- LORDBHtitiffiOUFFANT (206) (kbr^fcxc Partnership] J 5 “ i_LAspeO 

UmSIM (G C HteM D Gentaflo i h 4, 


E Ita ba nd 

MR7MBROLOGY(PMDaWide)RAtoer4T14_RWidg«-(5) 

OftHORTHHROG (PMc Panftas Pertnenhpi C Egeron 5 It A-MrRFaritetep) 

P- RlluaiALVEW( 2 aq(KiiateBeniaOMtafUaae]RClxtE 6 tt 4 _iteBKBi)dBllB 0 ( 7 ) 

M PANACEA( 8 ) (MaABaoby)MsABBrcte)i511 4-MrHraksy(7) 

PHOEMXPIfTSl (J Qjggin) NTVrSBn-Dswss-: n J-LSuthern(7) 

PDGK)NP0Sr(FTlaa)POBntogs5T1 4---IfcCBana 

ROCABB: (Robert Benton) D Nchotaxi 4 n 4-R 


BRACE AGSffpt) jS Kttert® G rtbbard 4 
STRONG SPRAY (17) (T Hairing^ Mo S Srrti 5 n 4 . 


114- 


TAKE A HAND flCasatisrca tatoersNp) 0 Shwvnod 6 tl 4 . 
THE EXTRA MAN (Extents) Lkj) M Ryan 4 Tl 4-- 


_C Honors (7) 

-SDusck 


-GBekwsfT) 

-0 FortJ (3) 


2.30 


TOTE HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS D) £7,500 
added 2m 110yds Penalty Value £5,407 


«-1Q DffitANAPRMCESSG8)(DBf)(AfentdaiaPxtrraRIBsMRevetey5111)_PMran 

BJ-F1 COULTHARD (23) (D) (R Barter) Ms P Sy 5 R 4.. 

42US9 M1KDAR(USA){T7) (CD) (A9ACuflarandSRbod)KBelay41f 3_N 

5536F NOBLE COLOURS (11) <U)(S&ras)S GrOftis 5111— 

ItXH) CORAL ISLAND (17) (17) p Piter) JFfcJjerafo 4 Til. 


-M CWMhe (9) 


256DF BARTHOLOMBff FAR (17) (D) (D L Bowtan) C Dwyer 7 B I 

04404 RANGERSLOANE (D) (GFiai^ G Ftero6D9- 

00550 KHAliDI pq (CO) (T J WribBy) D Ganddto 9 XJS- 


.JiARtzgsrafo 

-HFwrant 

-XAhpoup) 


KTONG: 94 CouAhare, 9-7 InrBans Prfncen, Notes Coloua, 1 V 2 MBkdra 8-1 Corel Istend, 12-1 
Bert hokxnewWn 14-1 Rsngw Stoane. 20-1 lOattfl 
B97. Serous 4 11 4 M A Rugsrsid tt-t (N Htotason] 7 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Indiana P ri nce ss: Good effort when 2 -tengths 3rd to Classic Eagle over C/D fol- 
towing t*J rise tar LutSow wirv Form woridng out but big terik from 2Jb ritfwr marit 
CouBhard: Much mproved when aa^ e-tengtii Tbwcester pm hde; soft) wtoner from 
Monicas Choice Form walking out and could be on a handy mark despite Bto rise 


BLACKMASC(23)(MH*g3Wjto)PHorang4 0 3_XAbpin(3) 

PHOUU (Ms D Hahe) MaDHa hMIDIB -Ur 5 Strongs (7) 

BETTI NO: 7-2 Ctettte, 4-1 Stiong Spray; 94! Tkka A Hand, B-l Rocabee, 8-1 Loc Ub amlstiouftent. 
10-1 Ootewtbefrog. Ptaoente Ptfryw, 12-1 Ptaoul, 19-1 others 
W7:amifitiF8rii«n iGHoganBti-KMsJfttnrai) «r»i 

FORM GUIDE 

Beiow The SaB: Littie sign of encotragement to 2 outngs in bumpers test season 
Canasta: Unraced Buckskin galdtog. out of an Entre Cha mas: Half-brother to win- 
ntog Jumpers Jet Tabs and Jet Aies 

LradbomlebouTtant Promsng 5th of 17 h a Perth bumper to May on his only out- 
tog tor Coin Parker test season Fiat nn for yard yet to htl form this season 
Lypittv: Unraced Lypharto gekfing out of a Mandamus mare 
ta Tlmbrology: Ltoraced Inean gefdng out of a CBBemish mare, but stable rarely 
n ro w itoets to this type of event 

Oneloftttetrog: Unraced Good Thyne gektng out of a Deep Run rare 

Palatial View: Tratoed by SheBa Crow test season, he was piried up to Ms only start 

to prteit- to-polnts last season. In a makten at Weston Park m February 

Panacea: Stowly array and ran ^oen an Ms only outing test season but put up a 

better effort when a wel beaten 8 th at Worcester (heavy) last waek 

Phoenbc Ftiyfar Unraced AnJross geldtog out of an Oats mare. StabteS namers haw 

always to be considered to tira type of race 

PfcfgeonPoeb Unraced Ktogh Ride geldtog out of a Crash Course mare 
Rocabee: Unraced Pheidante gating out of a Tbrqogan mere. HaiWirother to win¬ 
ning cheser/hunta Hstcham Boy. Stable have an cnceSent record to bumpers 
Space Agent Wed off after making nwch of the nming on first appearance at 
Sandown HaWjrotiier to wtontog chaser Castle Otamond and may do better h time 
Strong Spray: Showed promise to both outings n this type of event at Ahtree and 
llaydoc k test month. Half-brother to st ab tomate Esespray 
H*e A Hand: Unraced getting by Hoidsome Salor out of a Mdsummer Ktait I mare 
The Extra Man: Lhraced SapuvT geldtog out of a Vttsh Sant mare 
Black Magic: TaBod oH test of « on debut et Chettenham {an good to soft) 

PtiwuN: Unraced JiRtter Island My out of a Uncle Rakay mare 

VERDICTlStrongSpraycoiidrnakehisexperiancetBabuthBisipagBiRst&evt- 

aral vstaownq uartiltt tnteiaanteoltito lop yad^toflmfrigroCABa. Dadd ttati- 
son won titis race three years ago with the useful Mghty Atoss and Rocabee is a 
haiWaotha to stabtomate Hatoham Boy, a wtoner mer hunftra and fences 


Sedgefield 

HYPERION 

12.20 Springfield Scally 12-50 Gus Berry 1^0 
Meltemlson 1.50 Zamhareer 2^0 Lothian 
Commander 2^0 Troovaffle 3^0 Ifo The Cterets 


12.50 


INSPECTION: 7J0am 
GOING: Good to Soft (Frozen to places) 

M Left-hand, undi tet ing couree. Easy fences and long nrr-to on 
chase course of 500ytii 

■ Course is 1m SE of (own near junction of A 888 and AT77. Bus 
service from Stockton station (9m) or Durham station (t2m) 
ADMISSION: Paddock CB (OAPs &J): Cause £2 CAR PARK: 
Paddock £2. others free 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: Mrs M Rovetey 62-243 (255%) G M 
Moor* 19-114 (16.7%) J Howard Johnson 18-159 (113%) 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: P Niven 44-171 057%) G Lee 19-91 
0209%) L Wyer 15-105 (143%) R Supple 14-100 (M%) 

■ FAVOURITES: 216-581 (312%) 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME.- Btya (viserad. 120) 


RACING CHANNEL 'NH' NOVICE 
HURDLE (q(DiVU) £2^002m SfllOyds 

Ffl&flO ANGRY NATIVE (BB) J Wada 6 C 12 — - BHardng 

OW BUCKS GALA fto) Q Lend 6 012---JBwtei 


1.50 


DICKIE DODS MEMORIAL HANDICAP 
HURDLE (E) £34100 3m 3f 110yds 


2.501 ALPHAMERIC BET SETTLING SYSTEM 


00 CAMTEX CAreiS (33) 1*5 S 0 T) C-flWWraonffl 

6300 CARQMtSU (19) Jlladto5 V) C-.TBsy 


W-P2 GUSBBtRY( 12 )DUFustBr5OT2. 
00064 JAYFCffiflflJ Orated 6 012— 
60090 sovat HOWE (17) D McftSt5 B 12_ 


-RGUHt 


-DJ 


PFS30 BHOOKHOUSE(17) BBoudMdT 07--Steytar 

OOHO- LAST ACTION (38^ JNonvi51)7-DBynw 

—9 deebnd-* 

ffiTTlNQ: 54 a» Ben* 52 Jsytess, 5-1 Cwaptax Cspsto, 14-1 Brer* 
Moras, 19-1 Angry Whk 6 RMrHoe% 20-1 Bucks Gto, 29-1 Cwmiilun. 
33-1 others 

FORM VERDICT 

Wforthwhle form ancfrbr potential Is tftto on the 9 twnd here 
with GUS BERRY taken to account for Jaytees. Centex 
Compere has been found a poor race far Ns hunCng debut 
so could take a hand, but H Is difftait to find an yti ito g posi¬ 
tive to say about tire rematader. 


5EP-P TUY (USA) {*) A 
M-FE PUJMBOB 
SI-352 CYPRESS 
3-21 Fi ZAIMAREER 
43320 PfWmVEICARr 
09331 TOPOTHENOHTHHACMG (20) (C BF) P Bsunont 6 ® O 

P406P in' cwasti^liteLi^iTio 0 _I 1 t 


4) (4) A Stiseter 8 Tl O_Gary Iran V 

I (13) (BF) L Lingo 9116_WDoting^) 

A»BUE(17)(C)M3VWbden3_R Thorton 

(USM(1B) PO) R Ford 7112-ten C Ford 

ART ( 2 <) H Alawidere D13 - RHeGnlh 


25250 KMDA GROOVY (17) (CO) I 
6IP-F4 MASTBt 0FTHEH0CX(T7 


Park9C7- 


•1P061 

220S2 


as 


(17) (CD) J Uadds 9 04 
C 


RThcDsamno. 


-D 


<5)V 


S B ectater 7 W 0 __NHorackB$) 

Mnhwn: 10& Ttm Imdap wafero: Huber Set Sfe fteogeM M 9b 
BETTI WiMZanteraw 7-1 Ttpoftawti vA ig. Pwoyahri, 9-1 Ptnbob, 
Cypress Avsnra, PMBra Hrart, 19-1 Mate* or Ha RKk, B-l otiras 

FORM VERDICT 

The one who stands out is ZAMHAREER who has come right 
back tofis beat since c ha ng ing stables and Is stiiwelhand- 
foapped. He ta deMWy ttie one they el hem to baai 


12.20 


RACING CHANNEL ’NH’ NOVICE 
HURDLE (E)(D1VI)£2£00 2m 5f 110yds 

fiOP DCWNDRQSS (10) 0 Smft 6 C12-JSupfda 


1.20 


RED ONION-ALPHAMERIC PLC H'CAP 
CHASE (E) £5,000 added 2m 110yds 
523*0 JACK TCA15 (17) UssKUtomfifD— 


2.201 ALPHAMBdC SOLUTIONS TO BOOKIES 


0B4/P3 DONNEGALEfiqnraieXIG-^.RttmtiVB 

56556 HBJBSLEVFUEH(13)TEasterby4tlS-LWyer 

45 WFBTnO(13) PBeaunont4 D 6 -BGratitefB) 

FP2-04 HEEANDTWO (44) JVtate3 E 12 -ADofabbl 

000-00 PORTS!FADDY(B)LLungo6IDG_ -BSupfria 


2tn SPfWGFBJlSCALLY(46) S Gating5HC_RThornton 

0&6 TELL WE ANOTHER (13^ JVtedse t> G_-QLM 

00660- OiAMTUT ROSE pT3) HflB H &W.C S T) 7 —C UcCorOradi B 

OOF-5 DUSKY DANTE (52) J Otar ««7_-S Storey 

-10 (teetered- 

BETTmttMSprtngfleki Salty 5-1 Dorewgafe.7-1 FtefnateyRte; 12-1 
tfflperfia 14-1 Meeanfiao. 19-1 Doodndnss, 29-1 TUMe Anaftra 29-1 
otinre 

FORM VERDICT 

Don negate has the best nutflkig fonn an offer, but may have 
to play second fiddle to SPRINGFIELD SCALLY who coid 
hotly hswe been tauxJ a less competitive event for ha Jump¬ 
ing debut 


32241 jUBTF—SOM(17)(CD) MHaanondB II til_BHadtog 

3wn CtftBUrrSSAGA (19) (CD) LUngo811 5-n& 44 * 

-PD500 KATIYMANN (5) (D) B SsonSti 4-CUcConrack^ 

-5012 BTM (14) D LfcCan6110-ADotititaV 

2252F0 BLAZmG DAWN (13) (C) (D) J HOuck 11 tMI-B Storey 

-0353F EXCSEMAN(l4(D)FVteflBnl0to2 --- Jlltottr 

481443 SOMBSYpeXOlPaktrOI--- L enters 


BETIWG: 2-1 Churamya Saga. 7-a Hattareboa, 92 Jade tats. 5-1 Btya. 
Btazteg Dawn, ttta Mai. 7-1 Soraartiy; 59-1 Myaann 

FORM VERDICT 

CHUMMY’S SAGA has a decent chanos at camplsttog Hs 
hat-trick. Although he has sometiwig to find with Mettamlacn 
on tire bare form of rts Hexham wto, he is progre ss * ig we8 
whereas Mcky Honnondb gsfeftig ftids It haid to get hfa head 
infronLA taae can be argued tor Jack Yeata on the pick of 
test season^ form, but he may have kat his way at present 


MAIDEN CHASE £4^00 added 3m 3f 

506UO DBFEM1EDAYS DS)FIGtiy8110_K. 

BM/PP RNGSHJ. (19) V TToroBCn 9 n 0 -1 

FRMP HOWYOt0OMGf13) SKetSMl8It 0- 

03058* JORD LEF0nt£p9 FIAidY7H 0_JteJF 
<08/24 LOTHIAN CQMMAISBi (11) 5kbCBkt6t10. 

POO OUR FRAME £5) DLorbSII 0_ 

1FP43 THETTCKTACKMAN (14) LUrgo611 0 
COO-U TOIfS ItiVBt (19) 14sM Rmeleye Tl 0 

F4F832 UPA» OVBt( 1S)nta7WQ_ 

-H53R3 OflffCHIPPC (S) W Kama 51) T3 
«S>0a CHB3G ROSE (10) ECahsS1)9_ 

OP040 5AK)RIFr(17)M8SAState*9ng 
-I 2 dsdasd- 

BETT1NG: M The 7V*-Ttiefc Has, 3-1 Jorldl La Ftefga, 4-1 Up And Ovra 
91 tan's Ftivra 7-1 uahten CmmdK 25-1 otiar* 

FORM VERDICT 

Winning trtah powers The Tldc-Thcir Man and UpAndOvar 
aetttag die standard on their seconds off a low marie test lima 
Tom’s River to Kefy to make a bold atterrnt but it may be 
worth taking a chance on JORtDI LE FOfUGE new he has 
bHore ban on Via form In Mend two seasons ago sug¬ 
gests hs has a race R» this wel within Ns eapabtitiea 


HANDICAP CHASE (F) £4,000 2m 5f 

1 F5-02 RJVBIUNSHfON(2fl(CO)JHJohn»in 8 00_Dtafear 

2 /PP-tt CLAVBWOUSE ft 2 ) (D) J FtoGarai 9 n 13_ECtite*« 

3 U4CL3 TBI SOLDO) (FR) p3) (D) Mss ASBtel Tl T14_R Supple 

4 234-34 TROUVAILLE £4) (D) A'Renal 7 Tl 4_-_ RGenSy 

5 390P6 DESERT BIWE(T7) Ms S Snfrh B f) Q_RWUmBI 

fi /P6DP DAWN LAD(19)(CO) U 3 SS WfcfTBm9 08_RMeGrtt 

7 0O3-3F lOFto RULLAH (28) (CO) J Vbde 7 V 7_ADdtti 

8 331S’ DEB. QUAY (24) Ms J Bxidey 7 to 4 _CHGCDRteefc« 

9 23-OP DRAGONS BOY (32) (SR MsM Ffewtay 91)2_GLw 

0 tUOM OOHBLEUflfl) S BN 8 _KJofraon 

11 69P8P HADE OF STEEL (l^ l&Tmereon9toO___JSupnte 

-11 dseterad- 

Mnhm ttt TnreVoto Qsfitou SB I3te MSdS OfStal ta 7 Xl 

BETITNa: 4.1 Derart Bravo. 92 FUnrUoririon, 6-1 Dragons Bay: 1 M 
Item til 8 i 6-1 Carbleu, KM RmSokSer, Deel Quay; Marta 
Of Steel, 14-1 others 

_ FORM VERDICT 

DESSFT BRAVE is potBntiaBy wel treated here (vreighUd 
to rerarss Iasi Aprib ptectogs wtih Dragons Bay) and has not 
had toaal condtlons on hte test two storm. There has to be a 
Station mark about Trixnraute tolowng his poor round of 
Mhping test time and the modest form at his stabte so a big¬ 
ger danger may be top weight FUrer UnsMon 



3.20 


ALPHAREF9C BEmNGDBRJQrSVSIBHS 

NOVICE HCAP HURDLE £2fl00 an If 


-B32I EASTSWPROJECT(23) (DJMHammmd 4 ■G 0 ._BHar*ig 

FKBB UPTHECLAFFETS(T7) (D) J J07H3114_R WcGrWh 

339P4 TO-DAYTD-DAY (13)(BR LLugoS ll 2_RSnte 

93094 GAHJCPROBE(13)UBMw41iO_JtDotita 

5315 HARBWA(a)(D) MteKktam4V6_FWf 

06M0 HMHUSrSAM(21)PBeunanre«e_BGMtonfS) 

OOM5 SQUANDAMAMA (12) J term 51)5_D Byrne 

540« RUATl (USA) (15) A area* 3 O 4 ___TBn 

aPP /™ 7 H 0___B Storey B 

-G fonney 


061 THE ROBE (12) (D) A Cams 3 T)0_ 

^ 10 dectered- 

IWmsrJOtt rruetiatitaTCgfteOwgsfSgffitLTTieRoCetantiL 
BETTWas-l RefSI, 7-2 UpTfNCterato, 11-2 Hwwme, 9-1 EnstomPtD- 
|ect. tateyfotaK 1M SqurefcmaM* 6-1 DeugW. 10-1 oftws 

FORM VERDICT 

Up The Cterets seems to hare two ways of runng and pref- 
erenca to for RAJATi. who sesma to be gong the rtiit way 
over hudtes and axid Do dffiait to peg back. 


Welsh National favourite, by a 
length and a quartet with Es- 
rerfofigi te pight lengths back in 
third, in the Rehearsal Handi¬ 
cap Chase at Chepstow. See 
More Business, last season’s 
King George VI Chase winnei; 
Is now a test-priced 8-1 with 
Coral, Ladbrokes and Stanley 
for the C heftpoh™ Gold Cup. 

Imperial Call is 20-1 with the 

Tote for the Gold Cup despite 


D^y while Suny Baywhojgoes 

forSatnrday’s 

Chase at Haydock. b Bkefyto 
then go to 

Christmas meeting for theEr- 
icsson Chase on 28 Decmnte^ 
in which he will meet Florida 
paar L winner of fast seasons 
sun Alliance (Novice) Chase 
and favourite for next year’s 
Gold Cup-__ 

WELSH NATION AL 

Co* 5-1 Dan Sama ra M 

fflBSSBggB 

s^'SSSSSS' 


Hone 


HUNTINGDON 2-30 

C H L 5 


Cortted 


Ufl 74 fl -8 158 54 


92 4-1 U 9-1 


Dorans Pride, who stayed on 
well after being outpaced turn¬ 
ing for home, ifi the John 
Durfcan Memorial Chase over 

NofcteCotos 

4-1 

4-t 

51 

72 

92 

1toteta 

ii-a 

5-1 

7-1 

51 

51 

Cotehteri 

91 

91 

91 

91 

91 

BariJstaiseWrD-1 

SI 

14-1 

SI 

SI 

two and a half miles at Pun- 

ItegvSkm 

14-1 

M-1 

C-1 

M-1 

151 

ehestown on Sunday- 


ttd 

20-1 

291 

M-1 

291 

si: 

Imperial Call is now hkely to 
tackle the King George VI 

£acfcKy aftfrfeod&ptexs 1,23 

C Cato H Msn 14 L letooles, S Starie* T to 



TRIPLEPRINT GOLD CUP HANDICAP CHASE (2m 5f) 
HneftttefteiM Cool Wnffl Laflntts ■**« 

cponaapfperexBq 

Sumy tangs (P WteffMCW 

5-1 

92 


91 



4-1 

StaptyOnhteg (T&tet*fndfltt 

7-1 

91 


51 



zrc 

UrStongOde ffitiRtta 
DUrtpHottefSBtSfc) 

1M 

12-1 


SI 



1M 

SapvCota^UtflMQM 

91 

0-1 


191 



SI 

PteTtaRnongOtfOsSb) 

12-1 

14-1 


191 



191 

Ckn QT Spate (N taterftetasfotllU 

e-i 

M-1 


191 



191 

Betas ft &te£Rd&4 

29-1 

291 


291 



291 

ttarta mmp* j PWte® 

5-1 

SI 


M-1 



291 

FtatanSted^(HF^effaitt 

H-1 

SI 


14-1 



291 

MHsAca>(JJ0NA9dSM 

25-1 

25-1 


S-1 



251 

tartBto(DNduteartkiat 

25-1 

291 


291 



291jp. 

SnorBBttdd (ItoSNodrfftsttte 

29-1 

a>i 


SI 




Atokigtai Boy R fUBRfcrasOi) 

291 

33-1 


SI 



251 T 

FB^HbodyffFtednnBRnii) 

33-1 

25-1 


SI 



33-1 J 



1999 CHAMPION HURDLE (2m 110yd*) 


Kara (brier) 

Cool 

MnlB 

lafnks 

Start 

Tote 

btebreq [A P OBnaiYf) 

64 

64 

64 

54 

fl-8 

ttakiStarUMJrftasort 

SI 

SI 

SI 

SI 

191 

Grey Shot (Itafog) 

151 

91 

SI 

91 

151 

BtostogYM(MFp4 

SI 

SI 

SI 

SI 

SI 

(to Sapposio (H (tow) 

St 

291 

SI 

SI 

SI 

IteUte Bnte 91 Pipe) 

291 

SI 

SI 

SI 

SI 

ZatntadlDNdnfgan) 

SI 

291 

251 

SI 

»: J 

Pridral (UHpel 

251 

391 

351 

SI 


NanadBfilitadrtQ 

33-1 

491 

- 

SI 

Si 

Lady Crtekst (M Hpei 

291 

591 

- 

- 

Si 

| EsdMRrdqrateAeodd^pte»t.2.3(CiBknhra)tadqrl91teB4 | 


1999 CHELTENHAM GOLD CUP CHASE (3m 2f 110yds) 

How (ihM&l 

Cote 

taM 

ladMoi 

Start 

Tbte 

HotUj Pted (W bbhs.YJ) 

51 

• 4-1 

72 

• 72 

62 

See Itas Batata (PMM 4 

91 

7-f 

91 

91 

7-1 

CjtalfafaVPM 

SI 

si 

7-1 

91 

11-1 

Doras PifetefUFtof^nM) 

SI 

SI 

SJ 

SI 

M-1 

tayBteBSavood 

SI 

SI 

SI 

SI 


taoelMPtaVrifaito 

SI 

SI 

SI 

SI 


kRMttCtfPHiteW 

SI 

SI 

SI 

SI 

si 

ItaMtti Boar |UPpe) 

291 

SI 

SI 

SI 

si 

EtaMgralDNdxtel 

St 

SI 

S-1 

291 . 

SI 

tafty Date* (TEtart* 

SI 

291 

SI 

SI 

SI 

Exbvye para te oi&p^ nuraariaUxA) j 


RESULTS 


UNGFIELD 
Going: Standard 
1240: (Bf handcap) 

1. ACID TEST. 

2. Kosevo. 


340: (6f handicap) 
1. MUKARRAB 


JtCuflmeto-1 



3. Friendfy Bravo 
Abo ran: H-4 fav Gadge, 7-1 
8-1 Mfcofs Double (4th), x2-i Justinianus 
(5th) J4-1 P&lacegate Gold 20-1 Kid Ory. 
25-1 Ch)-Ua 33-1 Macs Dream (fitti). 

11 ran. V., 2. 17*. 1 /*. ‘b (Winner chesf- 
Sha P°- traced by M Buckley. 
South Motion, for Fter Price Racing) fete: 
£34.10; E&9Q £170, eiAO K 7 : D2&9Q CSF: 
EBZAZ Tricast £356.70. 

1. 10: (7 f 2vo ntraery handcap) 

1. CEDAR YVBLLS_N CarOste 4-1 

2. David --TWBtama 10-1 


a Oh So Grand. 


-Date Gtoson 7-1 


Also ran: 4-5 fav Buona Sera (5lh), S-i 
Helen’s Stardust (4th). 25-1 Russian Vsfvot 
(Wh). 

6 ran. 27=. V*. 27*. 19 (YWmwr bay cm 
by Ooawt Sacra?, trained by G Lew®. 
gwomjBr Mr & Mra Kartisl Toto: E430; 
S2AQ. £290 DF: £2340. CSF: £3772. 
1A0: (tin 2 yo sefcig slakes) 

1 . DREAM ON ME -J Framing 7-2 Jt tav 

2-l tes-fak e - T G UcLaughiki 14-1 

3. Glastonbury-S WMtororth 7-Z Ft fov 

Ateo rarc 4-1 Oruridge Bay (4th), 5-1 
grrahpftK C-1 Ebony, 14-1 uinem. 
16 -Grash Cal Lady. 20-1 Fta»a Foram, 
SteipsonlB Domain (6th). 33-1 AdoraUa 
111««■ inK. a 17*. 3 (IWrwer bay my by 
Prince Sabo, trained by G L Moore 
Brighton tor Marii Barrett) taw B430; £ 13 Q 
Eaaactsa DF: £3iaa csf: bwog wS- 
nsr bought in tar 5000 gns. 

2.10: (tm 41 handcap) 

1. NfGHTCTTY_ 

2. tajoura Riviera _ 

3. °peraBidt -P Fredericks 9-i 

TMte Alen.6.1 IsabeteGav 
agB( 4Bg.apJ b<^WTOS6atfit>-1Gtaw 

SNete). IbtK EfiBO; £23a iSct 
£20G DF: £3250 CSF: Tricast 

6406.78. THtecta: E355XO 

240: (lm«w 6 maras handcap) 

1 . RASPBERRY SAUCE G Faufcner 12 -t 

2- Over Kean P Firtlnricta D 1 

3. W9d Nettie-Decten^M^ti 

Ateorrac 7-2 lav Zha. 0-2 Karsfrse Katie. 
5-1 Snowy Manila 6-1 Martarra. Stent PrtS 

25-1 Gta~" 

12 ran. 1*9,'hd, 3 L nk. 1 

by Mniskl. trained by C 
tor R M Cyzsr). Tatar. 6S30: rao n esin 
E4|a W: Esaea csfTcS^tS 

2. Lady Caroline_JtawttoM 

3. Debbie's Heps_C Lowtiwifrl 

(«fi). 8-1 TtokN 

10 ran. to 1 ‘h. 1 'U. a 1 Wlnnarcim^.H 
coSby QSw. trained by L hted 
Newmartat. tor Nel C^gi Tbta£UOF?n 


2. Dancing Jack-G BardweB 20-1 

3. Stedfog-Dane O'Neal S-1 

Also rare 100-30 fav ChuroWs Shadow 4-1 
Present 'N Correct (4th). 6-1 Adrpour 
(50i).10-1 De-Waff tz-i Tachycardia (Bth), 

33-1 Mght Auction, ttika Care 

10 ran ink V/.. v/.. 27=. (Winner bay or 
Wac* gelding by Doyjtir. trained by D 
Chapnraa York, for Ian ArmitageL ToteiT- 
£420; EZ5Q, £350 £190 DF: £2550 C5« 
£75X17. : 

Jartpot Not won; £i3u5B231 carried lor- 
ward to Hmtingdon today. 

Plecepot 054.70 Quadpot £6010. 

Ptaco 6: £ 54052. Place 5: £28407. 

AYR ~ 

Golnfl: Good to Soft (Soft back straight] 

1.00: 1 . WYNYARD KNIGHT (P Niven) 4-1; 

3-1'. 3. ttosoel tt-2. ft ran 
S-4 tev Pramter Chi (tel). Hst 2. (titis M Ftev- 

rtay Sttxrn) Ibta £540; £230 £ 22 Q E2SO 

DF; £2190 CSF: £3003 

l 3 ? . V RAPfEH (B Hanflng) 3-1; 2 . 

7 -2; 3. FJntsterre 11-2 13 
?^ ^Be gonra(4qi) 3. % (M Ham- 
™nd.lAdtJehamL Tbte: £420; E2XX1 £2to 
ClflO OF: £12.10 CS^: 0102 
? EXAMPLE (A Dobbin) 9-1; 

^Bright Duttey 12 - 1 ; 3 . hry House 9-2 
Cat hal (fell). 2 2 (Mar- 

ggSftftBffiSBfiS 

7 -2 co fe v. a ran. 2<h. 6 iL Lungo, Car-” 1 

ngta^WbtaESOO^iQElSQDF: ‘ 

^ipSSSSSSStl ?,tte 

a&aaasr 

^6c^Mb£7SQ4a Quadpot: £13100 

5: S5SA3. 

■ Fakanham abandoned - frost 


arastew. 33-1 


^THE independent 


Racing services 

0891 261 + 


HUNTINGDON 


FONTWQl 


SEDGERELD 


971 


972 


973 


RESULTS 

981 


982 


983 


4^^ urses Results 

0891_261_9Z0 
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Thorpe 
back 
in back 
trouble 


THE RECURRING back prob¬ 
lems that Graham Thorpe has 
endured since March has 
effectively ruled him out or the 
third Ttest in Adelaide, which be¬ 
gins on Friday. Batting in Eng¬ 
land's second innings against 
Victoria. Thorpe had managed 
just one run in 40 minutes be¬ 
fore he retired hurt, a move that 
provoked yet more speculation 
over his short-term future as a 
player. 

The setback is one England 
could well have done without 
before what is potentially the 
J^st important Test series, 
averaging S3 on this tour, and 
48.5 in all Tests against Aus¬ 
tralia, Thorpe is arguably the 
most essential ingredient in 
England's batting line-up. 

But if players cannot always 
guarantee their form, their fit¬ 
ness has to be taken as read In 
fact, no side can afford to risk 
a player, no matter how good, 
if he alternates between rock 
and crock on a daily basis, and 
England clearly risked Thorpe 
here, perhaps unwisely, in 
order to find that out sooner 
rather than later. 

Thorpe, who missed the sec¬ 
ond Test in Perth with back 
Diwblems, was apparently com- 
~ionised before his innings 
began. One of England's most 
accomplished batsmen, the 
Surrey left-bander had man¬ 
aged just a single run in 29 balls 
when he summoned the Eng¬ 
land physiotherapist, Wayne 
Morton, on to the pitch at a 
drinks break. 

Fbllowing a brief conversa¬ 
tion with Morton, Thorpe de¬ 
cided to retire, passing his 
captain, Alec Stewart, as he 
made the long, disconsolate 
trudge back to the pavilion, 
^jrahara felt the stiffness 
bejrin about 20 minutes before 
he batted" Morton said “The 
area of pain is in a broad band 
across his lower back, and it 
prevented him from transfer¬ 
ring his weight, which in turn 


By derek Pringle 

in Melbourne 

England 373 & 207-5 
Victoria 300 _ 

limited his movement at the 
crease." 

“Locked up" were the words 
the England manager Graham 
Gooch, used to describe it 
though, in an attempt to be up¬ 
beat. the tour authorities 
claimed they would not be 
rushed into a decision. 

“We knew' Graham's back 
was a risk from the day we 
brought him out" Morton ex¬ 
plained In fact, the rehabilita¬ 
tion programme, since the 
surgery he had in August to re¬ 
move a cyst from a facet joint, 
had been going pretty well. 

“Indeed everything was fine 
until the last fortnight, winch 
has been disappointing for him, 
and we shall wait for it to set¬ 
tle before reassessing the sit¬ 
uation/ 1 

Backs can be fickle things 
and Thorpe's has been playing 
up since last March, when be 
came home early from the one- 
day series in the West Indies. 
Despite rest it “went" again at 
the start of the season, causing 
him to withdraw from the Tex¬ 
aco series against South Africa 
He also withdrew from the Test 
series after the third Test at Old 
Trafford. where his back con¬ 
dition contributed heavily to his 
pair of ducks. 

But if many feel the progno¬ 
sis is dicey, Thorpe himself is 
confident of making a recovery. 
His encounter with a back spe¬ 
cialist in Perth - apparently the 
first person Thorpe feels has 
property understood his condi¬ 
tion - has given him hope, at 
least in the medium term. 

Coming 70 minutes from the 
end of the play, Thorpe’s re¬ 
tirement spoiled an otherwise 
decent day for England Having 



Watched by his concerned team-mates, Darren Gough and John Crawley, England’s Graham Thorpe retires hurt yesterday 


Reuters 


bowled Victoria out for 300. 
they batted positively to finish 
279 runs ahead at the dose. 

Apart from Thorpe, Michael 
Atherton was the only batsman 
who did not get going, despite 
getting off the mark with a 
flashing cut for four to back¬ 
ward cover. A cussed follow who 
has fallen several times this 
tour to the hook shot, Atherton 
has none the less insisted on 
playing it He did so again on 
here and with the same sorry 
outcome. 

If the truth be known, he 
probabty considered himself a 
tad unlucky and the top edge off 
Brad Williams would have gone 
for six on most grounds. Un¬ 
fortunately for Atherton, the 
MCG has one of. the largest 
playing areas anywhere and the 
ball was held a yard inside the 
rope, albeit by a superb tum¬ 
bling catch by Mathew Inness. 

Although he did not know it 
until towards the end of his in¬ 
nings, Thorpe's injury will have 


given John Crawley's so far 
subdued tour new impetus. 

Crawley, his footwork shot, 
looked a mess in Perth, and he 
feQ well behind Graeme Hick in 
the pecking order for Adelaide. 
But if he once again began 
scratchity, some of the old flu¬ 
ency began to return once he 
had reached fifty. 


Third day of four. England won loss 

ENGLAND - Hnst Innings 373 (A J 
Stewart 126. M R Ramprakash 76. G A 
Hick 67). 

VICTORIA - Rrs* hmtagt 

(Overnight: 177 for 5) 

S A J Craig not out.S3 

tP I Roach c Ramprakash 

b Headley.80 

J M Davison c Ramprakash 

b Croft.<12 

B A Williams c Headley b Croft:. t 

A S Gilbert Ibw b Headley.I 

MW H Inness c Hfck b Headley.3 

Extras (lb6. nb21).27 

"total (IOG.1 oners)_300 

Ml (cent): 6-277.7-281.8-283.9-294. 
Bowling: Headley 27.1 -3-58-5: Fraser 
22-6-58-0: Hollloahe 19-1-72-1: Croft 
31-4-79-3: Ramprakash 7-2-27-0 


Mind you, he should have 
been run out on 59, following a 
mix-up with Alec Stewart, after 
the pair ran a leg bye. Having 
already been involved in a run¬ 
out with Nasser Hussain - a 
hairline decision decided by 
the third umpire after several 
inconclusive replays - Crawley 
was fortunate that the replay 


ENGLAND - Second innings 

J P Crawley b Craig.68 

M A Atherton c Inness b Williams... 14 

N Hussain run out.28 

G P Thorpe retired hurt.1 

’•A J Stewart b Gilbert.36 

M R Ramprakash c Amberger 

b Gilbert.33 

G A Hick not out.15 

B C Hollloake not out .4 

Extras (b4. Ib3. wl).8 

Tbcal (for 5.' 57 oners.)_207 

F»IU 1-25.2-82. 3-128. 4-179. 5-188 
1b bat: R D B Croft. D W Headley. A R 
C Fraser. 

Bowltajp Williams 10-5-14-1. GUbert 13- 
5-44-2; Inness B-2-22-0: Molt 1 -0-9-0: 
Davison 19-3-79-0: Craig 6-0-32-1. 
Umpires: 7 A Prtm and G 7 D Morrow. 


equipment went on the bleep. 
Indeed, as far as the naked eye 
could discern - although the 
umpire was strangely reticent 
to use his - the direct hit from 
Brad Hodge looked to have 
found him well short of his 
ground. 

Crawley, like Stewart and 
Mark Ramprakash after him, 
eventually perished trying to ac¬ 
celerate the score, though he 
fell to leg-spin, rather than the 
towering medium pace of Ash¬ 
ley Gilbert, a lumbering 6ft 
lOin beanpole. Like the “alba¬ 
tross" Michael Gross, Gilbert 
looks as if water might be a 
more suitable habitat 

With the Australian selectors 
recalling Stuart MacGill in 
place of Mike Kasprowicz, leg- 
spinners are a topical subject 
England, too, are using them, 
and Chris Schofield, Lan¬ 
cashire's young leggy current¬ 
ly playing in Melbourne, will 
travel with the team to Adelaide 
as a net bowler; presumably in 


order to reacquaint England's 
batsmen with the subtleties of 
wrist spin. 

Eartier yesterday the second 

new ball helped to end some an¬ 
noying resistance from the Vic¬ 
torian tail, whose last five 
wickets added 213 runs. In case 
the selectors missed it on day 
two, Dean Headley gave them 
another nudge, taking 5 for 58 
as Victoria were bowled out in 
their first innings for300, a total 
that owed much to the left-han¬ 
der Shawn Craig, unbeaten on 
83, and the wicketkeeper; Peter 
Roach. 

If England decide to go into 
the next Test with four searn¬ 
ers, as they did in Perth, rather 
than with three pace bowlers 
and a spinner; it is Headley who 
has edged ahead in the reck¬ 
oning in front of both Angus 
Fraser and Dominic Cork. But, 
whoever takes up the fourth 
bowling place, it is Thorpe 
who is likely to be missed 
most 


FONTWELL 

. K HYPERION 

' -- .'5b Dangerus Precedent 1.10 Gray Pastel 
1.40 Mr Bojangles 2.10 Keen Dancer 2.40 
Knight Templar 3.10 Treasure Chest 3.40 
Fountain Bid _ 

GOING: Good 

■ Left-hand hurdle course: figure-of-eight chase causa Tight 
arcuL not suitable for long-striding horses. 

■ Course a S of vttage at junction ot A29 and A27. Bamham 
station (Brighton - Portsmouth fine) 2m ADMISSION; CUj CO: 
Tatersate E9 (aceompartod under-'fia frml; S*var Ring £5. CAR 
PARK: Picnc area W plus E5 tor each occt^tam; remanaar Iron. 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: P NichoUs 3J-32 (462%). M Pipe 3*-85 
(282%). J Gifford 19-125 (1529.), R Buckler 18-77 (234%). 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: A P McCoy 37-08 (2GB%L P HU» 
1167%). R Dunwoody 16-77 (ads'*). A Maguire 15-81 (185*). 

■ FAVOURITES: 219-505 (43»%1 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Gray Pastel (itJ), Plinth (It)). 
MachiavoIJi (210) 

AM YAPTON HURDLE (CLASS E) (DIV i) 
iSriZrJ £3,000 added 3YO 2m 2f 110yds 

1 2141 DANGERUS PRECEDENT (17) C Egencn it E JD Gabgher 

2 BBjCADE(FBS)J Ratal O-G-J Gakhttn (5) 

3 OU DAWN TREADS! (USA) (12) J S lioae C12_-J Magee 

4 HEUSHAD (F153) M Haynes f) IS- Clfeud* 

5 4 ROSORAHT(17) J Akahunt D12-L Harvey 

{■ 004 CALEDONIAN EXPRESS (31) J R Best 07 . .L Cummins (3) 

7 UTTLE ELEANOR G L Moore C?-_PH* 

8 SASSY (F25) B McMaSi 10 7_JRKaranegh 

a PO SYLPW0e(2Q) Hltamera 07-- ..GFRyenW 

-9 declared - 

SETTING: 1-3 Dangerus Precedent 6-1 Unto Beenot 13-2 Roborwd, 
16-1 Caledonian Express, 25-1 Brdcade. Dawn Trnadur, Haflunwl. fomy. 

SjrfpWde 

FORM VERDICT 

DANGERUS PRECEDENT looks unopposatrfe. The unm- 
posed Ltitlo Eleanor «nd Roborant. who wl need to have 
made sgaficant progress from fas debut, are the only po¬ 
tential dangers. 

IT in i SELSEY SELLING HURDLE (CLASS G) 

! I,IU I £4,000added2m2f 110yds 

1 -4654 AWLOVpS) (CD) JBHdgerG tl 5-LCummta*(3) 

VL S30-5P <3Uy RUSIB. (49) M Rpe4 t) Q-APMcCoy a 

Jt 21)4«MULIJKT0RP^(CO)HRbw 7PB._..RGarrty 

4 60/411 PHJUflJ REEFpl) DBinJBlflTO'E .JQJBurehel 

5 liv-ifi PLINTH(47) RAlter7V12_RJOtaonB 

E Pa POLOKff (777) GrahanHchath71) 12-GStwnWnp) 

-Sdedarwi- 

BETTIMG: 5-4 Mnffintor, 5-Z Pharty Reel, 6-1 Cray Pattai, 7-1 Atfiov, 10-1 
PHflth, 12-1 Ma Id 

FORM VERDICT 

Current ftanefcap ratings suggest Ban MULUNFOR tan pro- 
vide Richard Rowe with a boated first success erf the sea¬ 
son The stable narrowly missed out at Windsor last week, 
art the Me could be on ttw tun The aewn-yeaHjId has been 
*i few term and cou« haw a tacbcal advantage In a race in 
wtta aa thfl nnicre ot rtormaly i»« A paw wotrfd 
probably be against Pharty Reel - totes a keen hold - and 
Plinth, who is suited by a sfiffer test of stamina, whfla the 
forecast overnight ran « unfike/y to help Gray Paxtef 

rr~AA] NORFOLK NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE 
I (CLASS E) £4,500 added 2m 2f 

't (MW roRATTBN«GLlto»6l20-PHofcyB 

2 K)P02 MR BOJANGLES (82) T Catty 7 ft 6 . R&WOOO# 

'$ F20P-3 BCCrO(4H)BRyaJ7tl5--.^Jltetod 

» 4P-5F4 HACY (10) (D) H Ddm 5113....R Johnson 

5 C61PP- GALLANT TAFFY (238) M Pipe 8 t)E-- —A P McCoy 

i 6 00«0 CIPaAMCUBWp^ff^JGrftadaws Wda 

7 4-45P3 KHJjQNEHMEH (5) R AhirfitM --BfJDilOOBp) 

a I06to- i»ETBILWCXpnz)Q7homaf6®0-SPowefl 

-8 Hectored- 

MttrunwegW: NU T<wl*i*W<*igK* J“f*«**“”* 
BETTING: 11-4UrBofmglM.3-1 K*c*4-1SMA&-1 G 8 ***!***. M 
Me Pattern, Cipflfl/tf Gu*en, KBone Rhw, 25-1 Ibeterfiocfc 
FORM VERDICT 

YkThore Is a queste**®* Bffdnsa Nc P Wtem. who has yel 
*to cofTBteto the course over fences. Bojangte* jgrptfid) 

and Gal tant TWfy. who tost hta way after vwtrmg on ha first 
afterretl tar Marlin Ppe Consequent* this ootid be between 
MACY, wfto promee first tfrne over fences and ray 

hare needed a cortidwic^-boosto last tma, and Bozo. 


n tnl FIN DON HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS 
1*" IV 1 C)£6,000added 2m2f 110yds 

1 OOOZP- FAR DAWN (USA) (265) IteAPencHS 11 _CUaudB 

2 20t- KEEN DANCER (F12q M Plie 4 11 5-A P McCoy 

3 MH06 KMG0TMEVES(12)(CD)CM»n6114.....DGtf»glMr 

4 1.51-4 TRUANCY(15) SWxxtran5 no_RDureoody 

5 SG6 HACHUVBUfl5)(CD8F)GLMaore4iaiX_i1>toframB 

6 PRW6 DANOMGMO»(1l)(CO)KCaOMit)f)9.JRKHanaBh 

7 40F1F TONKA (T7) (CD) □ GondcAoE 106...SNyrew 

-7 doctored - 

BETTING: 7-2 King Of TWmra. 4-1 Keen DoretMa. 11 -2 UkMbwB, 
9-1 Truancy; 7-1 Far Dewa, 18-1 Dancing Paddy 

FORM VERDICT 

Throe front rurmerG wfl ensure a tnrfy-run affair, and there >s 
a possUity that the mo, comprteng Keen Dancer, Danc¬ 
ing Paddy art Tonka, wffl dp one another no tovoura Far 
Dawn makes some appeal but tan coUd scupper hia chance. 
KING OF THIEVES, who stxxrfd ham the race tun to suit 
could be good enough rf he puts his best foot forward 

19 Ant MUNDHAM NOVICE CHASE (CLASS E) 
|4£..-*W| E4i ooo added 3m 2f 110yds 

1 PB-C KtflOfTTHIPLAH (20) (CD) PMdnfe5 ft t._R Dureeoocfy 

2 3565 DRUM BATTLE (8) W G U Ttirai G Tl D.. „.SWyiBl8 

3 5TO-4 FRfflJNE FONTAPC (19) N Hencfasan 6 n Q_J R Kaiaatagh 

4 4P-234 DANZANTE (15) D Monts; 6 V O...BPonwi 

5 4J04U5 HANDSOME ANTHONY (21) DYfofc710 U-JHogfOKl (7) 
S FP18T- ACCOUNTANCY LADY £228) (D) U Rpe BD9.4P McCoy 

7 6TM4- HADAH MUCK (228)(BF)N TCartB 7 O 9 - J GdUttafet 0) 

8 P02P-3 BUCK SPRING -PWda 

-Bdedarad- 

BETT1NG: 94 Knight Ratipfae; 3-1 Accountancy l^hfi Madam Huck. 

6-1 Freearw FontoCw, 7-1 D Binain , 14-1 Dmm BoBle. Btaeh Spring, SO-1 
Handsome Anthony 

FORM VERDICT 

HurtCng tomi paints to Accountancy Lady, who can reverse 
Newbury 2m5i form with Madam Muck with the aid of a 6b 
pul for over six lengths ow thte longer trip it aha puts n a 
dear round. It» a big If on taa season's evidence, howev¬ 
er. and the vote goes to KNIGHT TEMPLAR, whose stay- 
ng-pewer earns hen pretorence also over Freeline Fontaine 
art Drum Battle. 

[ o"i n! YAPTON HURDLE (CLASS E) (DIV II) 
IU I £3,000 added3VO2m21110yds 

1 1 RBKY(WLpO)UHetaafci!0--BPowM 

2 5 BAUBLE (2S) GL Moot T012-JlJohnson 

3 CARVBID00NE(F11)LADacef)6-URteharde 

4 0B3 HI RUDOLF D2)H Mamas. B12- JSh P Gundry (7) 

5 23604 LORD OF LOVE (20) DWfans DC- 

6 0 TABERNACLE (IT) C Uann V B -JUagw 

7 TREASURE CHEST (F53) MPpe'D'C-APUcCoy 

8 33 BERMUOATRIANGLE PC) M (feync? t)7 J Goldstnln (S) 

9 £ DUDEN (26) T McGmem p 7_ -RDuaaoody 

-gdeetored- 

BETT1NG: 7-t Traaeure Cheat, 4-1 RMty GM, »-lDudeen.7-1Banw- 
da mangh, 8-1 LOT Ot Low, 12-1 HI RudeR, TM Bauble, 2M others 
FORM VERDICT 

Tredsure Chut the dear pick on FbJ term. couSd be ina¬ 
lterable Ha looked no battler on more than one occasion on 
the level, and a change In the (round (rain forecast) would 
be bIuUiw cause for concern Riser GIRL, who Is open 
to improvement and can confirm Hereford form with three of 
these rivals, appeals most (each-way rf odds permit) as an 
ailemafiva Dudeen has the eetectfonS measure through Bfot 
Nadu, but tho tatter (mistakes at HuntJngdon] may ptiM an 
unreSabia yanJsbck. 

|q An] SIDLESHAM CONDITIONAL H'CAP 
° ,w l HURDLE (E) £3,000 2m Of 110yds 

1 06-1 HOLBORNHUflBjaitom BOO---JMsgea 

2 FFW55J FtATSYfOOO(6711 MlfodgW*-511(11- MBMcMM 

3 0-t?5 HEVBIGOLFIXMaOfC (8) (d) J R BeS511 2 LCumW* 

4 21341- CARACOL (227) (C) J NbA 9 ft 0- TDracorfto 

5 3VP44- NORTHBtN VILLAS (3S71 (CD1 LA Dace H Btt- 

.......WGraaMxf5) 

6 -1F2US AOUAWTA(271 IfosKGeorgerVB. -JRKSHBnsgh 

7 14264 PROCEED(2B)JQlfodfiB3- OBuimm 

8 238 H FOUHTAW8C(6)(C)RCtanGC0- JGddrtrfn 

8 FW004 CUTTHKMTKD(1^)(D) TGMheadB 100.—GShnnUn 

* AteM EUWflHK)UWLADaca5t)0-GFRysn 

Tl P2S&3 OARING NMG09)(CD) M Beta8 VO.JTtaart 

-11 ttoctored- 

UMmmvnlghtlOst mnUKSp w»grtr CuOhrDtt Kd Qe 12 SJ, £B- 
na-MxiBa «l Damg/Oig flsf 3b. 

BETTING: 7-2 Fountain Bid, 4-1 Csraarf, 3-1 Hofoore HU, 6-1 CuMvoei 
KhL Peetswood, 10-1 H*vm Bolt Dtaroond, Proceed, U-1 obani 

FORM VERDICT 

A moderate and potoroteCy uncomoettttve event It msy pay 
to co um m rat e on Pe«3wood- a dtoUnd possWty at de¬ 
cent odds- Caratxrf art FOUNTAIN BiO. The last-named 
is Vw ffirfy one of the wo with the benefit ot a recent outing, 
and hs fitness could prove crucial 


Test call for Gibbs as teams 
are ordered to add colour 


THE RACIAL make-up of 
South Africa's team yesterday 
overshadowed preparations for 
Thursday's second Tfest against 
the Wfest Indies. 

“We will put blacks in your 
team" ran the banner headline 
in The Star newspaper after the 
decision by the United Cricket 
Board of South Africa to make 
the presence of players of 
colour in provincial teams 
mandatory from next season. 

At the same time, the South 
African selectors recalled Her- 
scheUe Gibbs - a non-white 
player-to the squad to fece the 
West Indies in Port Eliz a beth - 
the only change to the 12 who 
won the opening Test by four 
wickets in Johannesburg. 
Gibbs has replaced Adam 
Bacher and is set to open the 
batting despite having ap¬ 
peared in the middle order for 


By Steven Swindells 
in Johannesburg 

Western Province for most of 
his first-class career. 

Gibbs’ call-up forced the 24- 
year-old opener to enter the de¬ 
bate and defend his selection. 
“If I was the parent of a Test 
hopeful, I certainly wouldn't 
feel happy if my son was se¬ 
lected to represent his country 
simply because he is a person 
of colour;” he said. 

The ruling on provincial 
teams and Gibbs' recall reflect¬ 
ed the racial and political un¬ 
dertones that still persist in 
sport after decades of apartheid 
The selection of cricket and 
rugby international players in 
the Springboks has become a 
charged political issue with 
critics arguing against “racial 
quotas" in sports, while oppo¬ 


nents say it is vital that teams 
should more accurately reflect 
the country's 87 per cent non- 
white make-up. 

The UCB’s ruling on provin¬ 
cial teams followed statements 
by the ruling African National 
Congress, who denounced “lily- 
white" teams, and the sports 
minister, Steve Tshwete, who 
said he was fed up with the lack 
of progress on this issue. 

South Africa's sports control 
body, the National Sports Coun¬ 
cil, denounced the UCB’s move 
as too little too late and vowed 
it would enforce the inclusion 
of black players. 

“There is a concerted effort 
to keep black players from rep¬ 
resenting the country at the se¬ 
nior level We cannot fold our 
arms while black players are de¬ 
liberately kept out of cricket" 
Mhilete George, the NSC pres¬ 


ident said Tshwete was also re¬ 
ported to have warned the se¬ 
lectors not to pick an “aD-white“ 
team for the Port Elizabeth Test 
as it had for the opening Tbst The 
five-match series is the first post¬ 
apartheid tour by the Wfest fixfies. 

Under the new ruling, 
provinces that do not have 
enough skilled black crick¬ 
eters win be ahle to select from 
a pool of players to be intro¬ 
duced by the UCB. 

In future, if the national se¬ 
lectors are unable to name 
black players in a squad or team 
due to form or injury, the se¬ 
lection will be referred to a UCB 
committee who will have the 
power to order the selectors to 
include players of colour. 

SOUTH AFRICA (Second Tbst • West 
Indies, Pott Elizabeth, Thursday): G 

Kirsten. H Gibbs. J Kallls. D Culllnan. H 
Cranje (capr). J Rhodes. S Pollock. M 
Boucher (wkrl. P Symcox. a Donald. P | 
Adams. D ■ferbrufige 


Itchy and Scratchy suggest 
tough Boat Race for Oxford 


CAMBRIDGE, BIDDING to see 
out the century with a seventh 
consecutive Boat Race victory 
on April3,1999, threw down the 
gauntlet to Oxford with a fast 
Trial Eights race on London's 
Tideway yesterday. 

The crews, dubbed Scratchy 
and Itchy looked stern-heavy 
with the prospective Blue Boat 
divided equally among them. 

The Canadian president. 
Brad Crombte, a winner in light 
blue in 1997 and 1998, put him¬ 
self at number seven in Itchy 
behind last year's Goldie man 
Richard Stokes, with the 
British under-23 international 
Kieran West at six and the 
American David Ellis at five. 

Opposing them in Scratchy 
were the other two surviving 


By Hugh Matheson 

Blues, Graham Smith and the 
8ft 7in Toby Wallace at seven 
and five. They were matched on 
the stroke side by^Tbm Stallard 
and the German under-23 in¬ 
ternational Tim Wooge, who 
developed his rowing at North¬ 
eastern University in Boston, 
United States. 

Taking the Middlesex sta¬ 
tion, Itchywere quicker off the 
start and by London Rowing 
Club had snatched a length. In 
spite of hanging do6e to the I?UI- 
ham Wall Itchy continued to 
move away, assisted by 
Scratchy following them into 
the dead water. As the crews 


settled into a rhythm with Itchy 
gradually drawing ahead, 
Scratchy still looked the longer 
and steadier. 

Stallard, his hair patch-dyed 
to suggest a leopard, gave a 
chunky, hard-hitting lead 
backed by the experienced in¬ 
ternational Graham Smith. 

Alter a warning from the um¬ 
pire, John Garnett, at the Black 
Buoy, the crews separated and 
raced wide apart across the FU1- 
ham Flats with Itchy only ahle 
to exploit the inside of the bend 
because Scratchy chose to play 
follow my leader into the slow, 
shallow water. 

After the Mite Post, Scratchy 
had a chance to come back on 
terms as Itchy moved across to 
the Harrods Pier. The two 


crews rowed in line astern to 
Hammersmith Bridge. 

Here Stallard put in a couple 
of pushes and his crew, still 
looking longer and stronger 
forced a flurry of bursts from 
Stokes and his Itchy crew. After 
the bridge Scratchy appeared 
to be shortening the gap of open 
water to less than a length 
when their cox, Christopher 
Wren, veered towards St Paul’s 
School and Itchy at last in the 
proper water was able to break 
contact 

By the Cheswick Etyot it was 
all over. Itchy rowed away to 
win fiy 15 seconds in 17 min 
Usee, fast in the conditions and 
very fast considering how little 
time both teams had spent in 
the mainstream. 


SPORT/25 

Depleted 
Vikings 
too strong 
for Bears 

by Nick Halung 


THE MINNESOTA Vikings re¬ 
main on course for an appear¬ 
ance in next month’s Super 
Bowl following their emphatic 
48-22 demolition of the Chica¬ 
go Bears. Nothing remarkable 
about beating the toothless 
Bears, but the points total, 
Minnesota's greatest in 10 
years, was achieved without 
their first-choice quarterback, 
running back, and both starting 
wide receivers. 

Alreacty deprived of former 
London Monarch passer Brad 
Johnson, running back Robert 
Smith, and Jake Reed, the 
Vikings lost the veteran re¬ 
ceiver Cris Carter in pre-game 
warm-ups, when he strained his 
right calf muscle. 

The Vikings simply did not 
miss any of tiiem. Led by the 
quarterback Randall Cunning¬ 
ham, an outstanding deputy 
for the often-injured Johnson, 
the Vikings owed their success 
to three more touchdowns from 
the rookie receiver Randy 
Moss, and a pair of scores from 
Smith's replacement Leroy 
Hoard. 

The Vikings have now 
scored a league-high 441! points 
this season, coincidentally 
smashing the existing fran¬ 
chise record with three games 
left to play. Other personal 
highs have followed: Moss has 
14 touchdowns, a league 
record, while Cunningham has 
thrown four touchdowns in a 
game on four separate occa¬ 
sions, a team record, and has 
27 for the season. 

Even the kicker, Gary An¬ 
derson, is in on the act Having 
successfully converted 28 of 
his field goal attempts in suc¬ 
cession. the veteran South 
African is just three more kicks 
away from establishing a new 
NFL record. With 12 wins from 
their 13 appearances to date, 
the Vikings have clinched the 
NFC Central division, and are 
looking unstoppable. 

“If you had told us before the 
season that at some point we'd 
lose our starting quarterback, 
running back and both starting 
receivers, and we’d be 12-L I 
would never have believed it 
possible," said Cunningham. 

With each victory, the 
Vikings enhance their claims 
for Super Bowl legitimacy. The 
same can be said for the. de¬ 
fending champions, the Denver 
Broncos, who remain unbeat¬ 
en following a 35-31 triumph 
over the Kansas City Chiefs. 
The Broncos were given a 

scare by the Chiefs, who had the 
temerity to take a 21-7 lead, only 
to be confounded by John 
Elway’s game-winning touch¬ 
down pass to Shannon Sharpe 
in the fourth quarto: Denver re¬ 
main on course to achieve per¬ 
fection. “You could feel the 
intensity on the sideline," said 
the linebacker Bill Ro- 
j manowski. “We knew that 
somehow, some way we were 
going to find a way to win." 

The New York Jets found a 
way to win with the consider¬ 
able assistance of the referees. 
Facing a fourth down with less 
than 30 seconds remaining, the 
Jets needed a touchdown to 
edge past the Seattle Sea- 
hawks. Their quarterback, 
Vinny Testaverde, made a des¬ 
perate dash for the end zone, 
before being buried under a pile 
of despairing Seahawbs dose to 
the goal line. 

/Aar a long delay the officials 
signalled touchdown, although 
television replays showed that 
Tbstaverde had been halted al¬ 
most ayard short The32-31 re¬ 
sult effectively ends Seattle's 
season, and probably the tenure 
of their head coach, Dennis Er¬ 
ickson. who has foiled to take his 
team to the play-offs in five 
years. 

The post-season aspirations 
of the Pittsburgh Steelers, Oak¬ 
land Raiders and Arizona Car¬ 
dinals now hang by the 
slenderest of threads following 
losses to the New England Pa¬ 
triots. Miami Dolphins and New 
York Giants respectively. 

The San Francisco 49ers 
booked their place, but the 31- 
28 win over the Carolina Pan¬ 
thers was for from convincing, 
the 49ers ultimately prevailing 
on Wade Ritchey’s overtime 
field goal 

The Jacksonville Jaguars 
look certain to join the post-sea- 
son parly fbllowing their hum¬ 
bling of the Detroit Lions. 
Celebrations m North Florida 
were short-lived, however The 
Jags quarterback, Mark Brunei!, 
suffered an ankle sprain on the 
game's second play; and his sta¬ 
tus fix-the remainder of the sea¬ 
son is uncertain. 

Standings and results, 
Digest, page 27 
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England on the right route at last 


XT MAY not be a jittering prize on 
the scale of the Webb Ellis Ttophy 
or even the Cook Cup, but at least 
Clive Woodward can claim to be the 
proud owner of the shortest-lived 
nickname in sporting history. Clive 
Wayward, indeed. The England 
coach may have taken a few scenic 
routes over the past 15 months, even 
headed the wrong way down the odd 
one-way Parisian boulevard and 
disappeared up the occasional Cape 
Tbwn cul-de-sac, but he always had 
a clear idea of his destination. Now 
that his players have pointed them¬ 
selves in the same direction, the 
world is their isotonic oyster. 

For all his apparent madcappery 
Woodward has created an entirely 
new national side from the un¬ 
promising piles of rubble dotted 


around Sydney alter last year’s 
pngting by the Wallabies. What is 
more, he has done it by flying in the 
face of selectoriai orthodoxy and 
backing his own instincts, rather 
than playing safe. 

TOjodward isremarkabtycansst^ 
in his inconsistency, alter all, if form 
and fitness are a coach’s only yard¬ 
sticks, true consistency cannot be an 
option. His unapologetically imagi¬ 
native approach has allowed him to 
ape the Australians, for whan he has 
huge respect, in fast-tracking young 
talent throu gh the thick stodge that 
passes for the English “system". 
Matt Perry, David Rees, Dan Lugec 
Phil Vickery and Danny Grewcock 
tonly two of whom participated in Sat¬ 
urday's successful exercise in Bok- 
boshing) are all putative members of 


Victory over the South African world champions indicates that 

Woodward’s grand plan is failing into place. By Chris Hewett 


next year’s World Cup squad. Would 
Jack Rowell have favoured them so 
swiftly? Hardly. 

Add to this the successful re¬ 
casting of some more experienced 
Test acts - Tim Rodber from No 8 
to lock, Richard HU1 from open- 
side specialist to back-row Proteus. 
Matt Dawson from non-kicker to 
golden boot-and the Woodward crit¬ 
ics, out in force last Saturday morn¬ 
ing and back in hiding by Saturday 
night, are suddenly confronted by a 
small but cleverly constructed wall 
of solid progress. Some experiments 
may have left the coach with a six- 


inch layer of carbon on his face, but 
others have significantly advanced 
the En gland cause. 

Of course, one victory over a 
weary South African side does not 
bestow World Cup legitimacy on a 
hit-or-miss contender, although it is 
reasonable to predict that the Mur¬ 
doch-financed grind of Super 12 
and Tri-Nations will leave the Boks 
every bit as knackered next autumn 
as they appeared during this most 
recent foray north of the equator 
Woodward still needs to th ink 
through his options at half-back— on 
a bad day Dawson and Mike Catt are 


more likely to be away with the 
fairies than away down the touchfine 
- and to conduct some further 
investigations on the goal-kicking 
front All coaches wax lyrical about 
try-scoring potential, but as the 
Wbllabies proved at Twickenham 10 
days ago, successful penalties win 
the points that win the prizes. 

Yet it is impossible to exaggerate 
the significance of last Saturday’s 
victory to a promising side in (fire 
need of reassurance. Unlike last sea-, 
son, when their reward for staying 
the distance with the AH Blacks was 
a perilous trip to Paris, they play 


their next game, against Scotland, 
on their own mudheap; by which 
time. Wfil Greenwood should be 
back alongside Jeremy Guscott in 
midfield and Woodward should be in 
a position to run Pen}’ ^ ees 

Luger together for the first tune. The 

French must also come to ’I^k- 

enham, so the cards really have fall¬ 
en face up. „ 

“The thing about this team, 
mused the coach on Saturday night, 
“is that when they are together for 
a reasonable period of time, they get 
better week on week. It happened 
last year; when we completed a four- 
week stint by drawing with New 
Zealand, and it's happened again this 
time. It’s no coincidence, no accident 
of circumstance. Ask any southern 
hemisphere coach about the unpor- 


&& 

fore the World Cup. . 

f f England can go from dire 

schedule-four 
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maximum of five weeks ai each 
other’s pockets during the tourna¬ 
ment proper - suggests ti*? 
be capable of anything- At the mo¬ 
ment Woodward look; about as 
wayward as Steve “Interesting 
Davis on a quiet day. 


Varsity match: Giant Antipodeans and US forward are among today’s 20-strong foreign legion. David Llewellyn reports 


Blues Brothers 
relish thrill of 
the big occasion 


THE INNES boys are big. They are 
Australian with strong Scottish lin¬ 
eage. They are up at Cambridge Uni¬ 
versity reading social and political 
sciences and today they will pack 
down together in the second row to 
lock the Light Blues’ scrummage. 

Angus, the elder by 13 months, rat¬ 
tles the scales at I7.5st; Hamish, at 6ft 
6in, is half an inch taller and a pound 
of prime Aussie fillet lighten although 
he is still on the large side of huge. 

Hamish, 26 and a qualified 
solicitor who worts for the Depart¬ 
ment of Justice in Queensland, is tak¬ 
ing a sabbatical to further his 
professional education: “Govern¬ 
ment policy is a big area of my job 
and this course linked in very well 
with my work," he 
Said. “I wouldn't 
say I was partial- , T . . i 
larly interested in ’ certainl 
politics but you protective i 
can t help but get iuet hrcatt 


he was proving something of a 
Corinthian, having rowed for Aus¬ 
tralia in the coxed fours in the Junior 
World Championships in Hungary in 
1989. These days Angus’s boating 
skills are put to more practical use 
as a lifeguard, which involves han¬ 
dling rubber dinghies with powerful 
outboard motors - dubbed “rubber 
duckies” - although there is still time 
for him to row in the surf boat cham¬ 
pionships as well. 

Hamish also goes surfboating 
and he, too, is a lifeguard. Since part 
of their father's family is to be found 
in the Western Isles there is a nat¬ 
ural progression in this interest 
But right now all thoughts of sand, 
surf and and fun have been beached. 

Ibdayisthebig 
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partmenL My em¬ 
ployers have given- 

me two years off 
and I am very happy." 

Angus, 27, is something of a pro¬ 
fessional student Having gained a 
Bachelor of Commerce at the Uni¬ 
versity of Queensland, for whom he 
and his brother played rugby, he got 
half-way through a valuation de¬ 
gree at Queensland University of 
Technology before putting his stud¬ 
ies on hold to play professionally in 
Japan shortly before the game offi¬ 
cially turned pro. 

Three years later he has turned 
up at Hughes Hall, having arranged 
things independently of Hamish. 
and still has his valuation degree to 
finish when he returns to Australia 
But he has his life ordered. “Rugby 
takes priority for me," he says. Not 
so surprising, as Angus explains: 
“There is rugby history in the fam¬ 
ily. My mother's brother David Dun- 
worth played for the Wallabies at 
prop." 

Angus has represented his coun¬ 
try at Under-2l level before heading 
to the F^r East But even before that 


sion. but to be a 
-part of it is unbe¬ 
lievable." 

Angus watched last year's Blues 
beano ~ the then Cambridge captain, 
Tom Murphy, is a friend of the limes 
brothers and was influential in per¬ 
suading both of them to head for the 
university. And after the experience 
at T\rickenhamlastyear Angus says: 
"I thought to myself ‘Who wouldn't 
want to be a part of that?’" 

So here he is. And his brother: "I 
very much enjoy playing with 
Hamish. We have learned the in tri¬ 
caries of each other’s game and 1 sup¬ 
pose it adds a spur when you are 
playing with family, or someone you 
are very dose to. I certainly don't feel 
protective towards him because he is 
my younger brother. He is big enough 
these days to take of himself.” 

Hamish is equally proud to be win¬ 
ning his first Blue and adds: “Doing 
this with my brother is just fabulous. 
He is a very inspirational bloke and 
you can’t help but get buzzed up 
when your brother is beside you the 
whole lime." 

Stand by for the Blues Brothers. 



Russell is ready 
to live out an 
American dream, 


Angus (front) and Hamish Innes, brothers in arms at the Light Blues line-out 


Peter Jay 


HAPPENSTANCE is what brought 
Adam Russell and his pony-tail 
across the Atlantic from the United 
States to Oxford University two 
years ago. and accident has ap¬ 
peared to have dogged him for his 
subsequent rugby career. 

If the genial anthropology un¬ 
dergraduate is to be believed he 
would have gone to Cambridge by 
dunce. “At Oxford the anthropology 
department is not what X was look¬ 
ing fbi: Cambridge has a very good 
department, one that is willing to 
take risks: Oxford is not famous for 
that sort of thing. But in fact I prob- 
abty would have gone 
to California.” And 
why didn't he? “Simply 
because I won the 
Rhodes Scholarship.” 

And having dab¬ 
bled for a couple of 
years in Stateside 
rugby (“If s more of a 
social event in the 
States," he reckons), 

Russell derided to 
have a crack at the 
game for his college, 

Magdalen. So effec¬ 
tive was he at flinging 
around his 6ft-tin, I8st 
frame that he imme¬ 
diately made it into 
the University second 
string side. The Grey¬ 
hounds. Russell: Broke leg 

Unbeknown to him 
he suffered a stress 
fracture in that match. The very next 
game the strain proved too much 
and Russell suffered a frill-blown 
fracture. 

“I blame peer pressure." claims 
Russell “After that first match my 
team-mates all said I was a pooftah 
with my long haic and since it was 
not any kind of statement I had it cut 
off. Breaking my leg in the following 
match brought to mind the Old Tes¬ 
tament and Samson and so I grew 
it again. " 

The complications that arose 
from that unfortunate break saw 
Russell in a hip-long plaster cast for 
months. The inactivity took its toll 
on his muscles and surrounding soft 


tissue and unpleasant complica¬ 
tions arose. “The muscles start to at¬ 
rophy as a result of being laid up,"' 
explains RusselL “and if you try to 
come bade too quickly you suffer this 
particular syndrome where the soft 
tissue is damaged." 

In short he was in agony. “It was 
mind-numbing." he recalls. “The 
pain was as near to childbirth as I 
will ever be. Every day was just more 

parturition pain." Surgeiy was the 
only answer and Russell had a se¬ 
ries of operations on both legs, 
putting him out of action for the best 
part of a year, onty playing his come¬ 
back game late last 
spring, too late for lasj* 
year's Varsity matcHy 
He has since spent 
a lot of time working 
on his game with the 
coach, Steve Hill. 

“I think my 
progress has sur¬ 
prised people," he 
says. “I em hugely ex¬ 
cited about the match. 
And nervous. I'd be a 
fool not to be. That is 
going to provide the 
adrenalin that makes 
the hits a little bigger*, 
the runs a little quic^ 
er. I am probably not 
the fastest guy on the 
team. Not the fittest 
ike leg either. But I get there. 

“There will be a fuD 
house at Twickenham 
but that will not bother me. I will be 
able to shut that out. What matters 
to me is that there are 14 other guys 
on the team and I don't want to let 
them down." 

He is not even worried about his 
pony-tail attracting unwanted^] > 
tention from the opposition. He 
wears a scrum cap but admits: “It 
pokes out at the back." 

More to the point, his team-mates 
insist he has signed a provocative de¬ 
claration. “I have no recollection of 
doing any such thing," declares 
Russell "but the word is that if we 
win the Varsity match I will let 
them cut my hair again. They will 
have to pin me down to do itl" 


Morrow quietly anticipates upsetting odds 


THE PITY of it is that amid a bab¬ 
ble of Antipodean drawls in the 
Twickenham dressing-rooms today 
the voice of Robin Morrow is un¬ 
likely to be raised loud enough to be 
heard, writes David Llewellyn. 
He will be relying on actions to 
speak for him when Cambridge 
step out for the U7th Varsity Match 
against Oxford looking to lift the 
Bowring Bowl for a record-equalling 
fifth successive time. 

Morrow, an Ulsterman from Dun¬ 
gannon, is not able to open his 
mouth that wide because in the 


build-up to the big one he suffered 
a fracture to his lower jaw and lost 
three teeth. His dentist - the Cam¬ 
bridge prop Christopher Hart - has 
rigged a temporary splint with wire 
and some old dentures, which will 
have to do until there is time to con¬ 
struct a proper bridge. 

“I had to eat soup for a week,” said 
Morrow, who is doing a post-gradu¬ 
ate Certificate of Education 'in chem¬ 
istry at Hughes Hall. “It happened 
against Richmond about a month 
ago. I ran into a guy’s forehead. I 
wasn’t concussed." But he is cussed 


Most people would not want to 
risk playing again, certainly not 
with a temporary splint However, 
the 24-year-old Morrow, who plays 
at full-back, is made of sterner 
stuff. “There’s a fair chance that 
the splint will come off in the 
match," he said, “but if that hap¬ 
pens I will just hand it over to the 
coach and play on. It means I will 
have to wear a bottom gumshield 
as well as the usual one, but it wfll 
be worth it.” 

Despite looking for the record - 
of the 116 matches played Oxford 


have 48 wins to Cambridge’s 55 - it 
is Oxford, with their better organ¬ 
ised pack who are favourites. “This 
is the strongest side in my three 
years at Oxford" the coach, Steve 
Hill said, “and if we play to pre- 
Twickenham form we should win.” 

Hill’s opposite number, Tony 
Rodgers, has an extra burden to 
bean besides that record The Light 
Blues' hooker is his son, Stefan. 
Rodgers is guardedly pessimistic 
and fears defeat although he said: 
“Oxford may be favourites, but we 
have some big strong guys." 


Almost 65,000 supporters are 
expected to pack into the ground 
today where they will see a total 
of 20 non-English players ao on 
each side) battling it out in one of 
the last of the amateur bouts in the 
game. 

“The biggest crowd I have played 
in front of is 12,000 when Ulster 
played the Australians at RavenhilL" 
Morrow said “I am trying not to get 
too excited I have the Varsity match 
eveiy year on television when it has 
always been just another match." 

Not any more, though. 


_ OXFORD v CAMBRIDGE _ 

at Twickenham 

R Wfoodflne.Sr Edmund Hall 15 R Morrow.Hughes Hall 

N Booth’.Worcester 14 A Bid well.Hughes Hall 

N Ashley .University 13 M Robinson’.Hughes Hall 

K Shuman.Templeton 12 M Denney’ ... St Edmund's House 

N Humphries.St Anne’s IIS Lipplett .Corpus Chrisci 

R Governey.St Edmund Hall 10 P Moran .Hughes Hall 

S Barry ..Sr Cross 9 G Peacocke.Hughes Hall 

A Collins .Lincoln 1 M Foil Ids*.Sidney Sussex, caot 

P O'Connor.Sr Edmund Hall 2 S Rodgers.Homerron 

A Reuben*.University 3 C Hart.Hughes Hall 

A Roberts’ .New College A A Innes.Hughes Hall 

A Russell.Magdalen 5 H Innes.". Hughes Hall 

D Kelaher .St Cross, capt 7 M Hasletc .St Catherine's 


.Lincoln 

.Sr Edmund Hall 

.University 

.New College 

.Magdalen 

.Keble 


D Kelaher*.St Cross, capt 


M ChaUender..St Anne's 8 H WhltFort.""...Hughes Hall 

Replacements: IGJBotfnMfl* [Meronj: 17 Hfl 1b „ , r r , _ . . 

PMu-r lOrisrOurdi): 18 T ItUulcW I st E ^’ ty l ? d , s l : r T7 

19HKbdp(Pembn** MTtto(RtgenfsR*fcj. ismoSt TkSS■ 

J1 C Pa-son (Httneserl: 221 KM-rtf, 1C vkQ. 21 N Buoy 

Referee: E Morrison (Bristol) Kick-off: 2.00pm (Sky Sports 2 1,30pm) 

'denotes Blue 


Woodward wrestles with variant of Stransky problem 




BEFORE THE match, England 
were 11-4, South Africa 7-2 on. I was 
not tempted to have a bet I thought 
South Africa would win but as 1 in¬ 
dicated last week had the feeling at 
the bads of my min d that England 
might just pull it off as much be¬ 
cause of historical precedent as of 
anything else. Rugby players, in 
my experience, are not great stu¬ 
dents of records, although the South 
Africans knew they were going for 
a record 18th consecutive win. while 
the England players realised that it 
was time they were more than gal¬ 
lant losers a gains t another southern 
hemisphere side. 

In thatdisastrous tour of last sum- 
met, which should never have been 
set up in the first place G told them, 
as did numerous others, but they 
wouldn’t listen), the England play¬ 


ers were not, by all accounts, even 
especially gallant, apart from the 
now discarded Ben Clarke. They 
were simply losers. Just over two 
weeks ago they might have lost to 
Italy, but a week later they could and 
should have defeated Austr alia 

How different, bow very different, 
it was on Saturday. As a spectacle 
it was curiously similar to the en¬ 
counter between the Lions and the 
South Africans in 1997. There was 
the same tension, the same con¬ 
frontational style of play, the same 
pulverising tackling, with the fighter 
Phil de Glanville at times giving a fair 
impersonation of Scott Gibbs. 

There were the same heroes too: 
Jeremy Guscott and Matt Dawson, 
except that in South Africa it was 
Dawson who scored the try and Gus¬ 
cott who dropped the goal while at 


Twickenham Guscott scored the try 
and Dawson kicked the points, eight 
of them in all 

In South Africa that latter func¬ 
tion was performed by Neil Jenkins. 
If he were playing for England, they 
would have beaten Australia 10 days 
ago and added another three points 
to their score on Saturday, for Daw¬ 
son missed a comparatively easy 
penalty in the first half 

But then, Percy Montgomery 
missed an even easier penalty later 
on. Indeed, I am astonished that 
South Africa have done as well as 
they have in the last few years 
when they lack what I would call a 
proper bicker someone in the class 
of Jenkins, Grant Fbx, Michael Ly- 
nagh - or Joel Stransky. 

Stransky had fallen out with the 
South African authorities before 



Alan 

Watkins 

the lions series, presumably be¬ 
cause they knew of his intention to 
seek his fortune in foreign parts, 
away from the Veld. There may 
have been other reasons as welL I 
do not know. South African rugfcy pol¬ 
itics are as complicated as those of 


the Conservative Party in the House 
of Lords. They sometimes seem 
even more complicated than French 
rugby politics. 

At any rate, the omission of Stran¬ 
sky. far whatever reasons, cost South 
Africa the series with the Lions. He 
would have kicked the goals that 
Henry Honiball so conspicuously 
missed. He would also have been a 
better outside-half than Honiball. 

I have never met the gentleman, 
but anyone who has seen him play 
tor Leicester can recognise the gen¬ 
uine article: a player in the class of 
Thomas Castaign&de, Steve 
Larkham, Andrew Mehrtens and 
Carlos Spencer. Naturally, he is not 
as East as some of these. How could 
he be, at 34? He is probably happy 
enough now, both with what he has 
done and with his present position 


in English rugby. Nevertheless, 
South Africa have shamefully wast¬ 
ed a great talent 

Clive Woodward, the England 
coach, has a similar problem on a 
smaller scale. Neither Paul Grayson 
nor Mike Catt is in Stransky’s league 
as an outside-half, though Grayson 
approaches him as a kicker without 
being quite so reliable. Before Sat¬ 
urday’s match. Woodward would 
have preferred, had they not been 
injured, Grayson at outside-haif and 
Matt Perry at full-back, with Catt on 
the substitutes' bench. 

Now everything has changed, 
not perhaps utterly, but changed all 
the same, Catt made Guscott's by 
with his delicate cross-kick, and did 
several other good things as well 
with, such is his wont a few bad 
things too. Dawson kicked well 
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Cooke’s 
exit is 
blow for 
Bedford 
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CEO FT COOKE, the former Eng¬ 
land and Lions manager; has 
walked away from the game for 
the second time inside fore years 
after resigning as chief executive 
of the financially troubled 
League One club, Bedford 
When the 57-year-old Cum¬ 
brian resigned from a suc¬ 
cessful England side in 
February 1994 it took the rugby 
world by surprise. He had man¬ 
aged the 1993 lions and turned 
England's fortunes around. His 
Test record ended with 35 wins, 
one draw and 13 defeats from 
49 games. 

1 Sowever, yesterday’s ded- 
*i?n was less of a surprise and 
a possibility all season once the 
dub, which has won only two 
matches this season and is 
owned by Frank Warren, ran 
into fina ncial problems following 
the boxing promoter's complex 
legal wrangle with Don King. 

In September, the coach, 
Paul Hirner, resigned, and 
rugby director Cooke - just 
two years into the job - admit¬ 
ted: “I have had to dust down 
an old tracksuit and get on the 
training pitch." 

He stressed the dub’s lim¬ 
ited cash base by saying: “And 
we won't be appointing a new 
- pach or buying new players, 
is no scope for that" 
ft is likely that the former 
Springbok Rudi Straeuli, who 


RUGBY UNION 


BY WYN GRIFFITHS 


has undertaken more coaching 
after curtailing his playing role 
in recent weeks, will assume 
fuller responsibility. 

The players and staff have 
received salanes late and, 
although the Warren-King 
issue is expected to come be¬ 
fore the courts next month, it 
is too late for Cooke, and his 
departure implies more money 
problems for the staff 

Cooke, who first appointed 
Will Carling as England captain 
in 1988 and shared two Grand 
Slams with him in 1991 and 
1992, was upset with the latest 
Bedford developments. “I am 
bitterly disappointed at the cir¬ 
cumstances that have pro¬ 
duced this outcome." he said. 

“The players and other staff 
have worked hard over the 
past two years to help Bedford 
rise from the depths of League 
Two to achieve Premiership 
status, and I am very sad that 
my association with the club 
should end in this way." 

Warren acknowledged the 
inevitability of Cooke's exit, 
stating: “1 am disappointed but 
appreciate Geoff's position." ! 

An announcement about a I 
chief executive will be made 
later this week, Warren said. 


Virenque quits over 
Festina drug claims 


STILL MAINTAINING that he 
never took banned drugs, 
Richard Virenque says he will 
ref A? from cycling because the ^ 
doping scandals overshadowing 
the sport are preventing him 
from finding a new team. 

Virenque, 29, has been un¬ 
able to find a team since last 
month's decision by Festina to 
break with the cyclist On Sun¬ 
day he issued a statement say¬ 
ing that he would be quitting the 
sport 

“He [Virenque] has the im¬ 
pression that he is leaving a job 
unMtihed and he wants to 
: to his supporters. He 


CYCLING 


woukfllke to kE ep making them 
dreads bdfifife'not possible any¬ 
more," said ftie statement by 
Virenque, issued in the third 
person. 

“Ybu can't beat a whole army 
of journalists who only want one 
thing, for him to stop,” his wife, 
Stephanie Virenque, told Eu¬ 
rope 1 radio. “Tbday we are un¬ 
fortunately obliged to ten them 
that they have won.” 

But she added that if anoth¬ 
er team were to offerVirenque 
a contract, he would be back in 
the saddle. 



Lazio's Marcelo Salas surges past Juventus defenders Angelo Di Lhrio and Marc Joliano in the Rome side’s 1-0 victory on Sunday Reuters 

Italian magistrate investigates 
‘suspect deaths’ of 45 players 


AN ITALIAN investigating mag¬ 
istrate has opened an inquiry 
into the “suspect deaths” of 45 
former footballers to find out if 
their deaths could be related to 
substances consumed during 
their sporting careers. 

RafEaelle Guariniello, who 
is heading the doping investi¬ 
gation that has caused a furore 
in Italian football, has acquired 
the medical records of many 
players who died young of mys¬ 
terious causes or strange dis¬ 
eases. The “suspect deaths” 
include Rena to Curi, who 
dropped dead on the field from 
heart failure during in a Feru- 
gia-Juventus match in 1977, 
Andrea Bbrtimato (Juventus), 
who died of leukemia, as did the 
38-year-old Bruno Beatrice and 
former Italian international 
Guido Vicenzi, who died last 
year as the result of a rare form 
of muscular degeneration. 

Otherson the list are the 30- 
year-old Enrico Cucchi (In- 
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in Rome 


ternazionale and Fiorentina) 
and the 49-year-dd Bruno Mora 
(Juventus and Milan), who both 
died of stomach tumours. 

Among the judicial hypothe¬ 
ses Mr Guariniello is pursuing 
is manslaughter against those 
who administered substances 
that may have led toa premature 
death. The inquiry is expected 
to take two or three years and 
is made cBfficult by the feet that 
the Italian football federation 
archives are incomplete. 

As well as obtaining meefi cal 
records on the deceased, Guar¬ 
iniello is also seeking scientific 
data on former players who are 
now suffering from serious ill¬ 
nesses or injuries that could in 
some way be linked to illegal 
substances. 

News that Guariniello was 


going beyond the grave in his 
search for sporting abuses has 
received a mixed reaction in tiie 
football world. In an outspoken 
interview with the Milan daily 
Corriere della Sera, 50-year-old 
Carlo Petrini who played for 
Genoa, Milan, Bologna and 
Roma in the 1960s and '70s, said 
that what went on in his day 
made creatine and growth hor¬ 
mones seem like boded sweets. 

Petrini said it began when be 
played for Genoa in 1965. “The 
team wasn't doing well, so play¬ 
ers were administered Tegen- 
erating' injections," Petrini 
said. “I don't know what the 
substance was, it was bright 
red. We accepted the jabs dur¬ 
ing the week and before each 
match, for the good of Genoa" 

Petrini said they used 
bathrobes with double pockets 
containing samples of non-play¬ 
ers' urine, which they squirted 
into the collection tubes. 

Mr Guariniello’s inquiry was 


triggered by comments made 
by the Roma coach, Zdenek 
Zeman, last July. He expressed 
surprise at the speedy muscle 
development of two Juventus 
players, Alessandro Del Piero 
and Gianluca Vialli, and inti¬ 
mated that substance abuse 
was widespread in Serie A. 
The probe at first focused on 
the use of creatine, a natural 
performance enhancer, but 
soon widened. 

The Tbrin-based magistrate 
has questioned countless play¬ 
ers, including Inter’s Brazilian 
striker Ronaldo, on training 
and locker-room practices and 
medical treatments. Coaches, 
club managers and team doc¬ 
tors have also been called in. 
Even Diego Maradona, who 
was suspended from Serie A 
after testing positive for cocaine 
in 199L was interviewed on a 
visit to Italy last month. 

The inquiry revealed that the 
anti-doping procedures of the 


Rome laboratory, run by CONI, 
the Italian Olympic Committee, 
which oversees all sport, were 
woefully inadequate. Most of 
the staff resigned, the centre 
was dosed and since then test¬ 
ing has been carried out at an 
IOC lab in Switzerland 
CONI chiefs and the heads 
of the football league and fed¬ 
eration attempted to lay the 
blame solely with sporting doc¬ 
tors, but in the face of public 
outrage the CONI president, 
Mario Fescante, stepped down. 
■The sports doctorBemd Pan- 
sold was convicted and fined by 
a Berlin court yesterday as the 
first trial to put farmer East Ger¬ 
many’s systematic doping pol¬ 
icy under the spotlight came to 
an end Pansold the last of six 
officials trf the swimming section 
of Berlin club SC Dynamo to be 
judged was handed a 14,400 
marks (£5,320) fine and will 
have to pay court costs likely to 
be several times that sum. 


Celtic told 
to pay £3m 
Viduka 
fee now 

THE FUTURE of Celtic's run¬ 
away striker Marko Viduka re¬ 
mained shrouded in mystery 
yesterday, as the Scottish 
champions were warned to pay 
the £3m transfer fee to Croat¬ 
ia Zagreb for the player or face 
the consequences. 

The Parkhead club’s man¬ 
aging director, Fergus Mc¬ 
Cann, is currently taking legal 
advice over whether his club 
are obliged to pay the full fee 
after the Australian's disap¬ 
pearing act at the weekend. 
They are considering suing 
the player after he rejected 
Celtic’s overtures to stay in 
Glasgow and returned to Za¬ 
greb complaining of depression 
and a need to rest 

The Croatia Zagreb presi¬ 
dent, Zlatko Canjuga. yesterday 
insisted be was expecting the 
full amount negotiated for Vidu- 
ka’s transfer in the next 24 
hours. The player's Australian 
adviser Bemie Mandic, said the 
striker is suffering from emo¬ 
tional burn-ouL He suggested 
any Parkhead return will de¬ 
pend on how sympathetic the 
club are to his plight 

“At this point he has no de¬ 
sire to play on," Mandic said “It 
depends on Celtic now - they 
have the final say. It depends on 
how understanding they are. 
He doesn’t want to commit 
himself to any timescale - 
whether it be one week, five 
weeks or five months.” 

Croatian sources insis t Vidu¬ 
ka is fully aware of the conse¬ 
quences of his actions and 
believe he is unlikely to rush 
home to Australia at the mo¬ 
ment while be considers his fu¬ 
ture. There are already claims 
that part of Viduka's dissatis¬ 
faction is connected to not re¬ 
ceiving a percentage of tie 
transfer fee from Celtic. 

His former dub, Meiboum « 
Knights, are also awaiting de¬ 
velopments with interest given 
that they are understood to be 
due 10 per cent of future trans¬ 
fer fees involving the player. 

The Celtic coach, Jozef Ven- 
glos, was as bemused as any¬ 
one yesterday about Viduka's 
extraordinary about-turn five 
days after arriving in Glasgow. 
“It is a sad situation," he said. 
“The club did everything they 
could for him, and that was cor¬ 
rect” 

The Coventry chairman. 
Bryan Richardson, could face 
a Football Association miscon¬ 
duct charge over his verbal at¬ 
tack on the referee, Steve 
Dunn, after Saturday's Pre¬ 
miership defeat at Wimbledon. 
Dunn said yesterday that he 
had included Richardson's 
comments in his report to Lan¬ 
caster Gate after he had been 
confronted in the dressing- 
room at Selhurst Park after 
Coventry’s 2-1 defeat 


SPORTING DIGEST 


Manchester maintain 


ICE HOCKEY 


MANCHESTER STORM Still 
...". lead the Sekonda Superleague 
by six points after a 3-2 win over 
Nottingham Panthers. Cardiff 
Devils stay in second place 
■"''’after beating London Knights 
. 8 - 0 , while Bracknell Bees made 
' it five wins in six games against 
NtJPbastle Riverkings. 

After a goalless first period 

- in Manchester the Panthers, 

- boosted by their win in the 
Benson and Hedges cup final 
the previous night took a 2-0 
lead through Jarret Zukrwsby 


and Simon Hunt before Kelly 
Askew put the leaders back in 
the game. Askew scored to 
send the match into overtime 
and after 3min 57sec Brad 
Rubachuk grabbed the winner 
Ian McIntyre scored first 
for Cardiff Devils and goals 
from Vezio Sacra tini, Steve 
Thornton and Peter Ekroth 
added to the lead. Sacra tini 
scored in the final session, 
along with Kip Peter Noble, 


advantage 

Ivan Matuilk and Mario 
Simioni. 

Denis Chasse scored first for 
Bracknell Bees at home to 
Riverkings. Chris Brant and 
Rob Stewart scored in the first 
period and Riverkings replied 
through Mike Bodnarchuk and 
Rob Thimbley. Bees led further 
in the second when Chasse 
and Darren McAusland traded 
goals before Brant and Sal 
Manganaro wrapped it up, de¬ 
spite two Riverkings consola¬ 
tion goals. 


SNOW REPORTS in association with WorldCover Direct 


SKI HOTLINE 


Detailed independent snow and 
weather reports from 180 resorts 


4^ ipii 


Rrst. obtain ttre access code for 
resort of your choice, 
ne or Fax 0870 51 00 843 
(the Fax lists codes for 180 re¬ 
sorts) 




To listen to the latest snow and 
weather report: 

Phone 0901 4770051 + code 

Fora fax copy of the latest snow 

and weather report 

Fax 0906 55 00 086 + code 


SKi HOTLINE 
SNAPSHOT 


Four-page! 
. in 180 re 


conditions in 180 resorts 

Fax 0906 55 00601 


Resort Area 

open 

ANDORRA 

Comment 

Slopes (an) 
Iwr Upr 

Last 

snow 

Temp Forecast 

Pai.6<n. 

AUSTRIA 

Upper runs good 

*0 

60 

02.12 

-3C Cold, serried 

IsChgl_80% 

Great snow 

AO 

70 

27.11 

-5C Unsettled 

Mayrhofen ....40% 
CANADA 

Very good 

10 

30 

27.11 

OC Cloudy 

Lake LouHe ..60% 
FRANCE 

Firm packed snow 70 

120 

05.12 

-5C Light Snow 

Alpe (THuM-Wh 

16 runs open 

30 

80 

06.12 

-5C Grider 

Valfolre .10% 

ITALY 

Man-made, 6 lifts 

IS 

40 

05.12 

-2C Colder 

Cavalese .70% 

NORWAY 

Snow-making 

30 

40 

25.11 

-2C Colder 

Hemsedai.10% 

SPAIN 

Firm packed snow 20 

40 

10.11 

1C Sunny 

Sierra Nevada 0% 
SWITZERLAND- 

More snow req 

TO 

15 

28.11 

-2C Li snow 

Davos .A5% 

UNITED STATES 

High slopes good 

20 

100 

27.11 

-3C U snow 

KUJIngton.«J % 

Rackedsnow 

55 90 27.1t OC Changeable 

Information supplied try Ski Nadine 


Helpline: 0870 51 33 345 
calls to 0901 cost 60p per iwin, 0906 Ctttt.EI per mm. 0870 calls are standard furlong race. 


On or off piste, with WorldCover you’re covered, 

vVORTDCCv 'R 


0800 365 121 


COVERED 


www.w3ridcover.com 


Trinity plan ahead 
despite cash worries 


WAKEFIELDTRINITY still do not 
how they are to be funded in the 
Super League, despite a meet¬ 
ing trf the Rugby League in Sal¬ 
ford yesterday. Trinity are 
worried about affording a com¬ 
petitive Super League side, and 
their finances in 2000, should 
they survive among the dEte next 
season, writes Dave HadfiekL 

League officials described 
the situation as “very delicate" 
and “hanging on the goodwill of 
other agencies”. That could in¬ 
dicate an appeal to the Super 
League, which has so far re¬ 
fused to finance its new mem¬ 
ber from the Shy contract cash. 

With the start of Super 
League less than three months 
away Trinity’s plans are there¬ 
fore uncertain, although some 
decisions have been made. 


RUGBY LEAGUE 


They have released one of 
last season's overseas players, 
the Australian winger. Josh 
Bostock, have offered new con¬ 
tracts to Andy Fisher, Francis 
Stephenson and Sean Richard¬ 
son, and are interested in two 
Sheffield players, Martin Wood 
and Nick Pinkney, as well as 
three Australians, likely to be 
from the now defunct Adelaide 
and Gold Coast dubs. 

The Rugby League may this 
week announce the venue for 
the Challenge Cup finals in 
2000 and 2001, when Wembley 
will be in the middle of re¬ 
building. Likely candidates are 
Twickenham, Murrayfield, 
Hampden and the new nation¬ 
al stadium in Cardiff 


TODAY’S FIXTURES 


AMERICAN FOOTBALL 
NATIONAL FOOTBALL LEAGUE: At¬ 
lanta 28 indtaiupoJh 21: San Francisco 31 
Carolina 2B (OT): Buffalo 33 Cincinnati 20: 
Jacksonville 37 Decrofi 22: New Orleans 22 
Dallas 3: NY Jets 32 Seattle 31: New Eng¬ 
land 23 Pittsburgh 9; Washington 24 San 
Diego 20: NY Giants 23 Arizona 19: Den¬ 
ver 35 Kansas City 31: Miami 27 Oakland 
17: Tennessee 16 Baltimore !*■: Minneso¬ 
ta 48 Chicago 22. 

AMERICAN FOOTBALL CONFERENCE 
EASTERN DIVISION 



W 

L 

PF 

PA 

Hew Itoffc Jen .. 

. .9 

4 

34/ 

230 

Maori.. 

.. . 9 


2SH 

185 

BalTaki - 

.8 

S 

301 

262 

Near EngtsBaS. 

.a 

5 


245 

Indian.«pc»B» . 

.. . 2 

11 

223 

3« 

CENTRAL DIVtSIOfJ 


JadtMMWUte . 

...10 

3 

348 

7.69 

Plmbargfc 

.. ./ 

6 

233 

241 

fetutessee.. 


6 

276 

251 

Battfmaro 

5 

B 

219 

263 

flnHnWFt .. 


n 

217 

334 

WESTERN DIVISION 


tDenver. 

. 13 

0 

436 

237 


.7 

6 

226 

271 

Seattle . 

b 

7 

286 

242 

Kaa&asCIty 

5 

a 

2«9 

794 

San Otego . 

....5 

a 

201 

271 


NATIONAL FOOTBALL CONFERENCE 


Dallas. 

...B 

5 

320 

239 

Artznea. 

.6 

7 

270 

331 

New Vbrit Giants, 

.. .5 

8 

219 

276 

WtasMogton 

...4 

9 

264 

357 

PMbdqAU . . 

....3 

10 

125 

291 

CENTRAL DIVISION 


WWno—ora . 

.12 

t 

442 

242 

Oeetn s*y. 


4 

314 

240 

■fenpa Bay. 

... 5 

7 

223 

250 

Detroit —. 

5 

8 

266 

300 

Chicago . . 

....3 

10 

219 

323 

WESTERN DIVISION 


’Atlanta . 

..II 

2 

353 

239 

-San ftancteco. 

.10 

3 

385 

272 

New Diieaae — 

,...b 

/ 

238 

2b8 


FOOTBALL 

7.30 unless stated 

UEf* CUP THIRD ROUND SECOND LEG 

Liverpool {«) v Ceita Vigo (3) (745). 

PUrma |1) v Rangers (1} (I 30). 

NATIONWIDE FOOTBALL LEAGUE 
TOST DIVISION 

Crewe v West Bromwich (7 AS) . 

Crystal Palate v TVanmoe (7 AS). 

SECOND DnnSKW 

York v Lincoln ary (7 AS) ___ 

AUTt) WINDSCREENS SHI&D 
NOBTHESN SECTION FIRST ROUND 

Blackpool vStofce .... ... 

Burnley * fteston (7.45) .. 

Chester « Hartlepool. . 

Macclesfield v Wrexham {7.AS) . 

Manchester Oty v Mansfield (7 AS). 

Noas County v Nod (7 45) . 

Ohtwm v Darfington (7 45). 

Rotherham v Wigan {7 AS)... 

AUTO WMDSOUENS SHIELD 
SOUTHERN SECTION HRST ROUND 

Bournemouth v Reading (7.45).. 

Brentford v Plymouth (7.45). 

Peterborough v Leyton Orient (7 A51 .. .. 
Shrwrtburyv Wycombe {7 AS). 

Svwnsea v Bamet (7.45).. . - .. .. 

W)ts*0 v Brisiol Rovers (7 AS). 

REFSeSSruamm MATCH: Dr M*m» 
League v FA xj (at Tmttton Park, Satkj 
UNIBOND LEAGUE First Division; 
BurwoughvConglemn; Droylsden 
HamoBatelbwnvWNtJeyBay: HoeJuwUvN6i- 
*aa Netherfiefd v Great Harwood. M*«l- 
deofx Cup second romd: Altrincham v Leigh 

RM) 17.30) 


DR MARTENS LEAGUE Pramter Uutskw: 


fASfcGrestey Rovers 111 v tsm- 
fs Lynn |D) v Boston Urd (5) 
n (A) v Evesham (t); Stafford 
Rangers (1) v Rating Club Warwick (3) 
|7 45); Stourbridge (AJ v Blcmrtdi (2) 
HYMAN LEAGUE Rm DteUtem Grays v 
Uxbndge (7 A5)i Wembley v Brain tree (7A5). 
Second P tu fata u. Bracknell v Bedford Town 
<7AS): Marlow v Horsham (7.45): Thame v 
fewkins (7451. TUnd DMsJon: E«/yn b Bvel 
v Ware (7.45): Kingsbury * Cheshire (7.45). 
Pawn Cupvcoonn rntmd: YfeadWB v WeaM- 
Stone. WMdaod Duptiy second round: East 
Thurrock v Hertford: Lrighton v Northwood: 
UAuenhoe vWjtham. 

lEWSON WESSEX LEAGUE: Gosport Bor¬ 
ough v Portsmouth RN League Cup second 
round line Imp Bournemouth v Nrwbunt 
Second mnd second leg; lotion (0) v 
OriMchurch (A). 

■BNSTWAEAD KENT LEAGUE Premier 
P M rtMB Ramsgate VCanterbury (7AS): Shcp- 
peyv Cray Wanderers. Premier DhfetenCnp 
second rwand replay; Hythe v Faversham. 
UftUET SUSSCX COUNTY LEAGUE JAnt 
W i M w e Chichester « wick: Hallsham v 
Eastbourne "town; Horsham YMCA v AxtficM; 
UttfetumptanvBroadbrittee Heath: Sakdean 
v East Preston; Stnreham v Sctsey (7.45). 
SCREWFUt DIRECT LEAGUE Premier Dl- 
vtslon: Batkvwfl v Bjshop Sutton: Odd Down 
v Brtsflngton. 

NORTH WESTON HUMS LEAGUE Hood- 
ot trophy Second ra nd . KWsgrove vLeek 
CSOB. Mossiey v Fleetwood Freeporh Nev*. 
tasks town v Sfcrfmeraiaie. 


JEWSON EASTERN LEAGUE (7-45): Pm 
ndvr Dtihloic D»ss v Woodbridge: Fakenflam 
vGorfesron; Harwich 6 feriusion v Sudbury 
wanderers: Hdton v Halstead: Maiden v bsmdi 
Wanderers: Newmarket v Solum: StfJbwy Town 
v Stownvjrtet; Watton v By; Wwham v Great 
Kumourh. I«lpi« Cup second round: Nor¬ 
wich Utd v Dfsa. 

WTERUNK EXPRESS MIDLAND ALLI¬ 
ANCE: SrapenhUl v Roc ester (7A5) 

ARNOTT HEURANEE NOimBN LEAGUE 
HraiD I » M«u South Shrids v Newcastle Blue 
Sun TowLawvSwkJon. 

PONTDCS LEAGUE Prater Haitian: Ever- 
ron v Aston VSIa (7.0)/or Mines KLFC}. Hru 
Division: Coventry v Barnsley (7.0), Sheffield 
Wednesday v Wolves (7.0). 

AVON MSURMICE COMBMKdON Hr* DF 
virion; fettenham vVltafoRl (at St Mam Cry). 
West Ham V Cwfotd Utd (7.A5) fed Southend 
UK#J. 


RUGBY UNION 

UAR53TV MATCH (For the Boortag Bonri)i 

Oxford Unhmlry u Cambridge University 
(2.0J for JVwcAen/ianiJ 


BASKETBALL 

OaaidALLTROlHKOKSlefleauWDnhiiig 
Boars (7.30). 


ICE HOCKEY 

SNDDA EWWPBAN LEAGUE: dues Tampere 
(fin) y Manchester Storm (8.0). 

SEKONDA SUPERLEAGUE. Natrmgham 
ftmthers v Bracknell Bees (7.30). 

HIBftSf NATIONAL LEAGUE] Teirond l@ers 

v Slough *** ( 7 ’ 0 ). 


Sc Lords .3 ID 227 302 

Carolina ..2 11 26A 353 

* Sealed Dkrmon Uric, 
t Seated Play-all place 


BASEBALL 

Tire Hall of Fame player Joe CHMag- 
gio has suffered a serious setback 
over the weekend in his recovery 
from lung cancer surgery DiMaggio's 
lung infection has returned ana he 
has developed a fever, his doctor said. 


CRICKET 

SaBm Malik scored 149 to guide La¬ 
hore City Cricket Association to a 
thrilling one-wicket win over tour¬ 
ing Zimbabwe yesterday. 

FOUR DAY MATCH (Lahore): Zimbabwe 
3E*A and 239 for G dec. LCCA 2B7 tor 9 dec 
and 350 tor 9 LCCA non by dam mk hoe. 


CYCLING 

CYCLO-CROSS MONTH OF ENGLAND 
CHAMPIONSHIP njlvarsten. Cambria) 
15 mUes: 1 C Young Hearn Mane Curie- 
Pate Satellite) 59:A5. 2 S Wearmouth |Cy- 
ele Parcel at 5sec 3 I laytor (£ric Burgess 
Cycles] at 42sec SOUTH OP ENGLAND 
(HUDngdon, Middx) 15 miles: I T Mor- 
fey (Raleigh M-Thu] 5B:03,2 D Barclay (Arc¬ 
tic 20001 at 45sec. 3 R Rumoelow 
I Hargroves Cycles) at 51 Sec MIDLANDS 
CHAMPIONSHIP (Matron Halt, nr Mar¬ 
wick) 12 mites.-1 S Knight (Peugeot 406) 
52:16, 2 D Atkins (Coventry RC) at 40sec. 
3 J Danis (Worcester 5r John's CC1 at 47sec 
EAST OF ENGLAND CHAMPIONSHIP 
(tpnetdi) 15 miles: 1 RRaridrts (ELmy Cy¬ 
cles) 1:12:30,2 C Thompson (Bmy Cycles) 
at 43sec. 3 G Etnerton lunattj at 1:15. 
WELSH CHAMPIONSHIP (Marfa Sea- 
(Korn, Swansea) 10 mites: 1J Winn (un- 
act) 1:01:00, 2 l Jeremiah (Cardin JIF) at 
1.-59, 3 M Beckett (Cardiff JIF] at 3:30. 
IRISH CHAMPIONSHIP JCralgaeoa. Co 
Armagh) 10 mUes: 1 R Seymour (Giant) 
50:03.2 A Martin (Aids CO al 3.03. 3 R 
Lament (Newry Whj at 5:15. 


FOOTBALL 

The Republic of Ireland will play 
Friendlies in Dublin against Paraguay 
(10 February). Sweden (J8 April) and 
Northern Ireland (29 May) as prepa¬ 
ration for next year's Euro 2000 qual¬ 
ifiers. The match between the two 
Irelands will benefit the Omagh 
Bomb Disaster Fund.The fiepubfc will 
also play in Poland mi 18 August and 
travel to Copenhagen to meet Den¬ 
mark on 9 October. 

Aston Villa are offering a cut-price 
rate to season ticket holders for their 
third round FA Cup tie with Hull Giy 
Motherwell's Scottish Premier 
league fixture at tome to Dundee 
- postponed on Saturday following 
the death of their 19-year-oJd play¬ 
er Andy Thomson - will now be 
played on Wednesday 16 December. 


GOLF 

The car makers Volvo are continu¬ 
ing their mulct-million pound spon¬ 
sorship of European golf for another 
three seasons. 

WORLD RANKINGS: lop 20 (Ilf. no- 
k#* Mated): 1 T Woods 12.30 powits av¬ 
erage; 1 M ffNleara 10A3; S D tW 


9.67; 4 Davis Low III 9.H3: 5 E Els (SA] 
9.18: 6 N Price (Zlm) 8.98: 7 C Mont¬ 
gomerie (GB) 8.91; 8 L Westwood (GBi 
8.65; 9 V Singh (fiji) 8.51; 10 P MJcheJ- 
son 7.76. 11 F Couples 7.65; 12 J Fuiyk 
7.23:13 M Osaki (lapanl 6.77; 1A J Pamevik 
(Swel 6.47; 15 i Leonard 6 *2. 15 5 Elk- 
Ingrofl (Aus) 6.18:17 D Clarke (GBJ 5.72; 
18G Norman (Aus) 5.65; 19 S Watts 5 31; 
20 S Hoch 5 J2. 


ICE HOCKEY 
NATIONAL HOCKEY LEAGUE: 

Chicago 7 Tampa Elay 5; Dallas 6 Edmonron 
2: Vancouver 3 Phoenix 3 (07); Anaheim 
2 San Jose 1. 


RUGBY LEAGUE 

Hull are expected to announce the 
signing of the lllawarra hooker. An¬ 
drew Purcell, today. 


SAILING 

The British skipper Mike Garside and 
his 50-foot Magellan Alpha were yes¬ 
terday both class II and overall 
leader as the Around Alone fleet com¬ 
pleted the first 24 hours of leg two 
from Cape Town to Auckland. In the 
Class I 60-footers. Isabelle Au Ussier 
was the early leader, followed by Marc 
Thiercetin. Mike Golding and Giovanni 
Soldini. with Golding's Team Group 
4 die most southerly boat. 


SKIING 

The injured double Olympic ski 
Champion Kacja Seizinger said yes¬ 
terday she may have to retire after 
damaging ligaments In both knees 
and fracturing foe top of ha* left shin 
in a training crash In Italy In June. 


SNOOKER 

ROTHMANS MALTA GRAND PR1X 
(Boglbba) Float 5 Hendry (SCO) bt K Do¬ 
herty (Rep Ire) 7-6. 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 

400,000 

The number of tracts 
to be handed out by 
American Baptist 
missionaries during 
the Asian Games in 
Bangkok. A card 
offering mail-order 

Bible study is 
inserted in each tract . 
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SPORT 


THORPE’S HEARTBREAK P25 • BAYERN’S FRENCH POLISH 



Houllier may let 


Winter lesson in river craft 


Ince go to Spurs 


IT WAS dear when Roy Evans 
departed Anfield and left 
Gerard Houllier in sole charge 
that changes would be afoot 
and yesterday it became ap¬ 
parent that Liverpool are not 
only lining up a replacement for 
Steve MacManaman, but are 
also ready to sell Paul Ince. 

Ince, the dub captain and an 
England international, will be 
a surprise casualty when Houl¬ 
lier begins reshaping his side 
- and the axe may foil sooner 
rather than later if Liverpool go 
out of Europe against Ceita 
Vigo tonight 

Ince has been linked with 
Tottenham and Houllier would 
accept a bid of around £5m for 
the self-styled “Guvnor" if his 
White Hart Lane counterpart 
George Graham, makes a def¬ 
inite move. 

Houllier has told friends that 
he feels the current team is not 
good enough to win the title and 



is willing to sacrifice some lead¬ 
ing players to turn the club 
around. Spurs are watching 
developments with growing in¬ 
terest and, if Graham tests the 
water with an enquiry for Ince 
this week, he could receive a 
surprising reply. 

Should McManaman leave at 
the end of the season, when his 
contract runs out, his replace¬ 
ment is likely to be Croatia Za¬ 
greb’s £3m-rated wide man, 
Silvio Marie. 

The 23-year-old Marie, who 
can play on either wing, could 
be on his way to Anfield for talks 
by the end of the week if his dub 
go out of the Champions' 
League tomorrow’ night Dy¬ 
namo, as Zagreb fans call their 
team, are at home to Olym- 
piakos in Group A, needing to 


win well to have any chance of 
reaching the last eight Marie’s 
agent has been in dose contact 
with Liverpool for the past few 
weeks, while Liverpool have 
monitored him constantly in 
Europe this season. 

Marie's only snag may be 
gaining a work permit He has 
won a dozen caps, but many 
have been as a substitute. 

Arsdne Wenger will restore 
some semblance of much-need¬ 
ed stability at Highbury to¬ 
morrow by finally si gning a 
new four-year contract 

After months of apparent 
prevaricating, Wenger will fi¬ 
nally sign the new deal which 
Arsenal’s directors have been 
wanting since Mey to tie him to 
Highbury to the year 2002. 
“Therewas never any doubt be¬ 
cause I had given my word long 
ago and that was more impor¬ 
tant than my signature," the 
Frenchman said. “Now I will 


Batty deal close to completion 


DAVID BATTY is set to malm his 
second Leeds United debut 
against Gordon Strachan's 
Coventry City next Monday. 

Leeds and Newcastle have 
agreed a fee of around £4.4m for 
the England midfielder, who 
won the old First Division title 
with a United side captained by 
Strachan, the Sly Blues' man¬ 
ager in 1992. 

Since then Batty has played 


for Blackburn Rovers - winning 
a Premiership winners' medal 
three years ago - and the Mag¬ 
pies. but is now poised to return 
to the dub he supported as a boy 
and spent six years with until 
1993. He signed a five-year con¬ 
tract at St James' Park in the 
summer but 10 days ago hand¬ 
ed in a transfer request, which 
was granted by the Magpies. 

Leeds quickly emerged as 


the front-runners in the race to 
capture Batty who was 30 last 
Wednesday but they struggled 
to negotiate a fee with New¬ 
castle. Their first offer of £4m 
was rejected by the Geordies, 
who were believed to be hold¬ 
ing out for £6m. However with 
Leeds raising their bid, and 
Batty having agreed to waive 
£800,000 in Signing-on bonuses, 
the deal was resurrected. 


definitely do it because people 
have made so much of it" 

Arsenal signed a Berkovic 
yesterday - not West Ham’s 
Eyal, but his brother Nic from 
Maccahi Haifa. The 16-year- 
old attacking midfielder will 
join the Gunners’ youth squad 
next month and live with his 
older brother in London before 
returning to serve in the army. 

Sheffield United have agreed 
to sell the 34-year-old Welsh in¬ 
ternational striker Dean Saun¬ 
ders to Portugal’s Benfica in a 
£500,000 deal. 

Chelsea's Dennis Wise has 
been banned for three match¬ 
es following his dismissal at 
Everton on Saturday. 

Wembley officials have ad¬ 
mitted for the first time they will 
be forced to tear down the twin 
towers. A storm of protest 
erupted after it was revealed 
the landmark may be removed 
when Wembley is rebuilt. 

- “The towers will have to go 
because the entire stadium will 
need widening." Wembley Sta¬ 
dium's vice-chairman, Jarvis 
Astaire, said. “But I believe 
replicas will be bufiL” 

South Africa have complied 
with Leeds United's wishes 
and left Lucas Radebe out of 
their squad for the Nelson 
Mandela Inauguration Chal¬ 
lenge against Egypt in Johan¬ 
nesburg on 16 December. He is 
now free to play for his dub in 
Premiership games against 
Coventry on 14 December and 
Arsenal six days later. 
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ACROSS 

Bachelor brothers with 
heaps could live here 
<7,5) 

One has to change 
record given unknown 
new word <71 

9 Rule out old hint about 
daughter <7> 

11 Finish with Georgia and 
me when mate's in the 
offing 13-4) 

12 Person active round 
ship with one assembles 
a file (7i 

13 miter giving satisfac¬ 
tion to church <5> 

14 Show disapproval of 
gold vessel which 
teacher has <9) 

16 Features catch which 
holds helmet in place (9) 

19 Chemist found hidden in 
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ulins <5) 

Bad money we hear, 
brought up rudely (3-4) 
Please put out the can¬ 
dle? (7) 

Pull drink back for 
stingy type <7) 

25 Root cause of English 
bad weather <7) 

26 Dandy has this idiot 
man’s touch (7,5 1 
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DOWN 

By engaging base doctor 
you’ll get hairy treat¬ 
ment? <4-3) 

Instrument the heart¬ 
less abuse <7> 

There’s Mr Yeats initial¬ 
ly peforming as this (9) 
Japanese money lying 
idle? It won't produce 
this <5) 


5 Awfully ironic about sec¬ 
ond nipper (7) 

6 In Lines town one’s 
rough (7) 

7 It might have to be 
forced out of reticent 
Joni 02) 

10 Piercing - to put ring 
through? (3-9> 

Despise NT description 
of Laodicean quality? (9) 

17 Bad English prisoner 
strung up? It's against 
the law (7) 

18 Help group to keep right 
to front (7) 


15 


19 Figure old college’s al- 
ilished 
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most demolished (7) 
Improve training for 
guard protecting Prince 
and entourage initially 
(7) 

Venetian ruler embrac¬ 
ing daughter in US 
truck (5) 


Kidd axes 


Ewood 

stalwart 


By alan Nixon 


BRIAN KIDD began building 
his brave new world at Black¬ 
burn Rovers yesterday by 
ending Derek Fhzackeriey’s 
contract as first-team coach at 
Ewood Park. 

Kidd, who resigned as Man¬ 
chester United’s assistant man¬ 
ager last week to replace the 
sacked Rqy Hodgson, intends to 
appoint a new coach as quick¬ 
ly as possible. 

The long-term Rovers ser¬ 
vant Fazackerley holds the 
record for the most appear¬ 
ances for Blackburn. He made 
674 appearances for the Lan¬ 
cashire club in 17 years as a 
stalwart centre-half before join¬ 
ing the Ewood Park coaching 
staff in the early 1990s. 

Hodgson himself is ready to 
jump back into management, as 
the new coach of VfB Stuttgart 
He is in talks with the Bun- 
desliga dub about a quick re¬ 
turn to the top-level game just 
a fortnight after being sacked 
by Rovers. 

Stuttgart are hoping to per¬ 
suade Hodgson to join them this 
week, after Winfned Schafer re¬ 
signed last week. They are in 
ninth place in the First Division. 

Despite his problems at 
Blackburn, Hodgson has a good 
reputation abroad after his 
time as coach of both Switzer¬ 
land and at Intemazionale. 
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S£° ke tlle ™ter yesterday as Cambridge Unirersitys Boat Race hopefuls, split into two crews dobbed 
Itchy and Scratchy engage in a trial race on the Thames Report, page 25: Photograph. 
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War in Peace County 


T reading in the snow through the 
woods of poplar and aspen on 
Trickle Creek, Wiebo Ludwig’s 
300-acre farm, we reach a 
frozen mud road that marks its 
northern boundary It had been 
built by the oil companies, he ex¬ 
plains. and leads to a new gas 
well that is under development 
about half a mfle away. “So this,” I say, "must be 
where you plant your landmines.” 

Ludwig, who in spite of the frigid air has his 
shirt open across a barrel chest and a small cru¬ 
cifix, does not laugh. Instead, he looks surprised. 
“Soyou’ve heard about that?” he asks. He imagined 
I was referring to the crater that had been blown 
. in the road, just beyond a corner 1 see in the dis- 
. tance. a few days earlier The blast had crushed a 
divert below and blocked the track to all traffic for 
• foreseeable future. 

No. I reply, I didn’t know about the broken cul¬ 
vert, which we would both go to inspect the nest 
day in the company-as it happened, erf a camera¬ 
man from Canada’s CTV television. But I had beard, 
of course, about all the other incidents. They, in¬ 
deed, were why I had come and why Ludwig, a 
former pastor and religious patriarch of a com- 
& munity of 36 living on thefarin, is so often on the 
? .V news these days. 

This is Peace County,aregjkm of forest and gentty 
rolling agricultural land in the far northwest of 
Alberta, close to toe border with British Columbia. 
It is a name that is meant to reflect the beauty and 
isolation of a region far removed from the bustle 
of modern society- qualifies that attracted Ludwig 
14 years ago when he first camehere from Ontario 
s. in order to bu3d bis farm andfrVe a hfe ofworshlp 
^ijjjdself-sufficienty.' 

Peace, however, no longer applies, in the feet r 

M decade, this has become part of Canada’s"] Oil • 
patch, an area overrun by an energy industry greedy 
for the oil and gas that lies for below. Wien Lud- 
iwig arrived, therewerenoweflsnearhfenewfeEm. , 
Now he is encircled by io wells, some of them 
\ producing “sour gas", a rotten-eggvapourtbal will 
I destroy the central nervous system.of a human at 
j the first whiff 

J Where once there was tranquillity-for the first 

J io years here UidwigaiKl his disdples,5^indiKfe 
no fewer than n of his own children, deliberately 
forswore an social contact with their neighbours r. 
there is now division, strife and violence; Indeed 
there is wai; waged by a determined and distraught' 
rninorityagainsrt: ana& 50 WMfidmdustry whichthey 
say is wilfully poisoning land, animals and humans. 

Peace County has become a crucible of what the 
novelist Edward Abbey 26 years ago termed mon¬ 
key-wrenching - a sflent campaign of illegal and. 


the balance of the enwrpnmenL It is riv2 dlsobe- 
idrence\ritheiq)Iosrees.IhtwoandahaIf^ars,tba , e 
U we been at least 160 (Efferent attacks against oil 
gas installations. Sheds at well sites have been 


dynamited and wrecked, bullets have been fired into 
them from sniper rifles, roads have been barricaded 
and energy company executives have been intim¬ 
idated. Nobody has been killed or figured - or at least 
not so far. 

“Did anyone come in with you?" Ludwig, 57, asks 
on our walk. “Were you tailed?" The question is 
serious. He says he is regularly tailed, either by po¬ 
lice or by security hired by the oil companies. Some 
nights, he says, he has stepped outside of his log 
house and listened to planes overhead with their 
navigation lights turned off - all part of an effort 
to keep him and his boys under surveillance. 

With an estimated 51 . 5 m in damage wrought 
against the installations of one company alone - the 
Alberta Energy Corporation -it is no surprise that 
tiie authorities and the industry should be on high 
alert In October; the Alberta Premier; Ralph 
Klein, pledged £2m to catch the perpetrators. “1 
want to see these people brought to justice and 
punished to the full extent of the law,” he declared, 
warning that the province was faced with a “care¬ 
fully orchestrated" campaign of ecological terror¬ 
ism. AEC environment director Ed McGillivray is 
more blunt “It’s a siege of terror, and it's escalat¬ 
ing.’' he says. That the Ludwigs and Trickle Creek 
Phrm are at the epicentre of this battle is obvious, 
even as you approach the farm down a forest-lined 
stretch of lonely gravel road. At the property line, 
a skull-and-crossbones flag flutters over a large, 
painted sign. "Beware of the Mounting Anger of the 
local Residents,” it begins. “Abandon any Thought 
of further Gas and Oil Exploration in this Area. 
Lrissez-fhire." 

A potato gun rests outside the front door, pre¬ 
sumably reserved for any visiting oil executive. As 
Ludwig and his friend BicharfBoonstni, who came 
with'hkn from Ontario, later demonstrate, it is a 
- serious weapon. A potato is driven on to one end 
of a long pipe, which itself is attached to a canis¬ 
ter.. One twist of a metal key with a flint to ignite 
propellant inside the canister- a squirt from an 
aerosol hair^ray~ and the spud win hurtle at high 
spited fbrhalf a mile. It would knock a grown man 
off his feet and worse. 

. Inside the home,, however; there are no indica¬ 
tors of violence. On the contrary, the Ludwig 
household appears to be a modei of self-reliance, 
andnurture. On my arrival, Ludwig’s wife, 51-year- 
old Mamie Lou who, like all the women in the com¬ 
munity, wearsdlong skirt and headscarf to denote 
^modesty and submission to her man, is busy 
preparing a dinner of meat and vegetables, all 
produce reared or grown on the farm. Crowds of 
blond and blue-eyed mini-Ludwigs, mostly grand¬ 
children, crowd around this stranger, happy for a 
break from the home-schooling conducted every , 
day at the family din mg table. 

Over two days, Wiebo and Mamie Lou, with her 
infectious laugh, eqjqyshpwingoff the bounty of their 
agrarian labours -a cellar crammed \rith preserved 
vegetables and wines and shelves fiUed with home¬ 
grown herbs and spices, some for medical use. Tike 
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A beautiful landscape. 
A cuddly bloke with 
a beard. It all looks 
so wholesome, 
so Canada. And that’s 
how it appeared to 
Wiebo Ludwig when 
he arrived with his 
devoted family of 
followers to praise the 
Lord and lead the 
good life. But that was 
before the oil men 
moved in. And before 
the bombs started 
going off... 

8 Health 

9 Media _ 

1.0 Listings 


the jar of “cramp bark” for “women's problems”. 
One son is certified to butcher animals to supply 
the kitchen with meat; a daughter is training in den¬ 
tistry in Grand Prairie, the nearest city. 40 miles 
away. Soon, even visits to an outside dentist won’t 
be necessary. 

When they first came here, they “didn’t know 
beans from buckshit about oil". Ludwig explains. 
“But soon, we got smart.” Their derision to begin 
fighting the industry came in 1993, when two-thirds 
of the lambs expected in the spring were aborted 
early by their mothers. Soon afterwards, they 
learned there had been a leak at one of the sour- 
gas wells that the operator had tried to keep secret 
Since then, the miscarriages have extended into the 
family itself-fourLudwiggranddiildren have been 
lost before birth. 

Before dinner, Ludwig, whose Protestant faith is 
First Century Christian, steers me tothe sole tele¬ 
vision in the home. He begins to play the most har¬ 
rowing home video l ever hope to see. It is a record 
of toe stiH-birtbu this August of Abel Ryan Ludwig, 
the child of Wiebo’s son. Bo, and daughter-in-law, 
Renee. Sitting beside me, Bo beginsquietfytoweep 
as he sees, one more time, the awful deformations 
visited upon his son in the womb. The child, his eyes 
and mouth agape, has mush where there should be 
skull and the skin is peeling from his body. These 
are the same symptoms, says Ludwig, that appear 
in the aborted lambs. Abel Rpan was killed, he says, 
by test-flaring of the well that lies at toe end of toe 
road we visited earlier. 

The science here is highly contentious. While the 
oil companies insist that their pollution controls are 
sufficient to protect all life from injury from the^write, 
a recent study for the provincial government 
showed unusually high rates of miscarriages for 
mothers in oflpatch northern Alberta. Researchers 
are also studying the possible carcinogenic impact 
of gases allowed to escape into the atmosphere. Ebr 
the Ludwigs, however; there is no doubt about what 
has been ailing them. 

If grim es am b ring ffftmtrottpd against thp nfl ram- 
panies, they are as nothing compared to their own 
collective guilt as polluters. 

“I wish I could expose the terrorism committed 
by the industry” Ludwig rages, “how many people 
they are killin g annually. This [sabotage cam- 
paign] is just a symbolic way of saying, Tiook guys, 
you want to be tough, we can be tough too. And if 
you want to go beyond the symbolic, so will we.” 
In his anger; this man of God is not afraid to address 
the possibility that those waging the war might even 
resort to murder 

“I can understand not only why they would 
want to do that, but I would see it also as justified 
in the circumstances we face now in Alberta," he 
says bluntly 

Are toe Ludwigs themselves behind toe at¬ 
tacks? With this visiting reporter; they are under¬ 
standably coy, even playful “I would like to dear a 
name by saying *No\" replies Ludwig, “but that 
would make it too easy for the police. It is better to 
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leave it a mystery for them." When a ate shed was 
blown up just after Abel Ryan’s delivery, Ludwig, 
his wife and one of their boys were arrested by the 
local police and slung in jaiL Lack of evidence to file 
charges meant they were soon released, however. 

This summer; AEC offered the Ludwigs $800,000 
to leave Trickle Creek. Wiebo, who left Holland 
aged 10. almost agreed- until he saw the conditions 
that were attached. Not only did he have to promise 
to travel at least 500 miles away from Grand 
Prairie and never return, he was also asked to sign 
a legal document stating that he had never had 
environmental problems on his land. He turned toe 
company down. 

That was too bad for the local community which 
seems united in its disgust noth the Ludwigs. “I don’t 
call it eco-terrorism, I call it plain terrorism." spits 
Frank Webb, the Mayor of Hythe, toe nearest town 
to Trickle Creek. “I will deal with Ludwig person¬ 
alty if I have to, if he harms one single person in 
this town.” 

Mayor Webb, enjoying a trim at toe “Beauty and 
Barber Nook”, draws applause from four ladies who 
are in for a styling They have explanations for 
what is happening at Trickle Creek the Ludwig and 
Boonstra families there are interbreeding, they say 
so no wonder they have still-births. As for all the 
dead lambs, Ludwig goes out to buy them from 
other farms to pile them up on his own. Closer ques¬ 
tioning of these women reveals that every one of 
them has a husband, son or son-in-law working for 
toe energy companies. 

Sergeant David MacKay, who is heading the in¬ 
vestigation into toe attacks at Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police headquarters in nearby Beaver- 
lodge, admits to being worried that loss of life may 
be around the comer if the trouble escalates. 

“Certainty, there is an ongoing concern that this 
could happen, whether deliberately or by misad¬ 
venture.” he says grimly. As to his views of toe Lud¬ 
wigs and their culpability, he keeps his counsel 

Ms best guess, however is that the Ludwig are, 
at toe very least, bring helped by saboteurs sym¬ 
pathetic to their cause, who are not locals but en¬ 
vironmental activists coming across from British 
Columbia. He only wishes the Ludwigs would 
leave. “They must understand that nothing is 
going to change here, so why not move to a more 
reasonable environment?” 

For Ludwig and his extended dan, it is much too 
late for that With just a hint of toe apocalyptic in 
his bearded demeanour and handsome brow. 
Ludwig declares that toe war will go on. It has 
become a crusade, both moral and religious, “it is 
critical that people make a stand against pollution. 
It’s that simple." 

The next morning, as we tramp homewards from 
the culverts in toe oil road, corrugated metal 
tubes smashed by toe previous week’s blast, he 
muses about the dangers ahead. 

“If they shoot me, you can be sure my boys will 
respond good and heavy." Peace, it seems, will not 
return to Peace County any day soon. 
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EU fight for jobs 

Sir. You rightly call for perspective 
in the debate about converging 
corporate and savings taxes in the 
European Union Header 2 
December). The wider discussion 
about combating unemployment in 
Europe is crucial to understanding 
that perspective. 

With the victory of the German 
Socialists and Greens in recent 
elections, there has begun a 
meltdown of monetary policy in 
Europe. It is clear that the French 
and German governments will 
seek not only to resume the 
interventionist agenda pioneered 
by Jacques Delors, but to go way 
beyond it, to meet the global crisis. 

I had the task of building on 
Delors 1 report, and reporting to the 
European Par liam ent on the plans 
for European economic action 
against unemployment In 1994 
and 1995 we secured 
overwhelming majorities for the 
proposals to create 15 million new 
jobs, and halve the rate of 
European unemployment by the 
end of the century. 

I received every possible 
encouragement from the late John 
Smith, but the response from new 
Labour was frigidity itself. It is 
clear that Tbny Blair was in 
complete sympathy with the 
Council of Ministers at Essen, in 
1994, which effectively neutered 
the Delors White Paper. 

The government of the united 
left In France has, ever since 
Jospin’s election victory, sought to 
find the way to reopen this agenda 
to create jobs. The idea of joint 
action, in which several 
governments agree to do the same 
kinds of things in order to generate 
employment, has been taken up 
and produced modest progress. 
But this must be reinforced by 
combined action. 

The German Oskar Lafontaine 
supports the call for a European 
economic government to match, 
pace and control the European 
Central Bank. If monetary policy is 
not to escape democratic control 
then European political 
institutions have a great vacuum 
to fill. Until it is filled, mass 
unemployment will continue to 
rule in Europe. 

KEN COATES MEP 
(Nottingham North and 
Chesterfield) 

Mansfield. Nottinghamshire 

Sin Anne McElvqy complains of 
the disinformation and propaganda 
surrounding the European debate 
in this country (Comment, 2 
December). But she adds her own 
helping of disinformation by 
suggesting that Britain could 
somehow be deprived against its 
will of its existing veto on European 
tax legislation. 

Any such change could only 
come about as a result of a 
modification to the European 
treaties, which can only be changed 
by unanimous agreement Britain 
will not agree to such a modification 
in any foreseeable future; nor would 
Britain be alone in adopting such a 
negative attitude. It is a wilful 
misrepresentation of the way the 
European Union works to suggest 
that Britain's fiscal veto is today 
genuinely at risk. 

Nor is the role of the European 
Central Bank compromised by the 
election of a left-wing government 
in Germany. "Hatchet-faced central 
bankers” will continue to run the 
bank under the statutes laid out in 
the Maastricht treaty These 
statutes, which deliberately give an 
unusual amount of independence to 
the Central Bank, can only be 
changed by unanimity an 
extraordinarily unlikely prospect 

Reasonable commentators may 
disagree as to if and when Britain 
should join the euro. Nobody 
should be in any doubt, however; 
that the current polemic about tax 
harmonisation is a massive red 
herring conjured up by those who 
fear that the argument is slipping 
awpy from them after the 
strikingly successful launch of 
EMU earlier this year. 

BRENDAN DONNELLY MEP 
(Sussex South and Crawley, C) 
Haywards Heath, West Sussex 

Sir. Before the brouhaha and angst 
over European business taxes has 
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Winter Visitors No 2: Whooper swans from Iceland over-wintering at Welney in Norfolk 


died down, a critical point should 
be clarified in the minds of all 
concerned. 

The proposal does not reach the 
starting post The principle was 
established, quite forcefully, 350 
years ago. that no tax maybe 
imposed in this country except by 
free decision of Parliament No 
court not answerable to 
Parliament itself, whether Star 
Chamber Court of Exchequer; or 
Council of Ministers, may lay any 
kind of tax on us, or instruct 
Parliament to do so. No one need 
pay such a tax. This is a principle 
from which surety all nations must 
benefit (as America did). Do we 
have to cut off more heads to 
underline it? If so, whose? 

Why, I wondec do European 
politicians vie with the Eurosceptics 
in providing inexhaustible 
ammunition to undermine the 
European system? Is Mr 
Lafontaine a secret Europhobe? 
WILLIAM STEVENSON 
Edinburgh 

Scouts in Chile 

Sir. The question whether or not 
we should allow the extradition of 
General Pinochet to Spain has 
created a rift between Britain and 
Chile and the Foreign Office has 
advised British citizens against 
travelling to Chile. The response of 
most people was probably, "Who 
wants to visit Chile anyway?" 
There are 2,500 Scouts and leaders 
who care very much. 

They are part of the United 
Kingdom contingent to 19th world 
Scout Jamboree which is being 
held in Chile from 27 December to 
7 January. They have spent 
between 18 months and two years 
planning, training and fundraising 
for this event The cost per person 
is in excess of £2,000. Many of those 
chosen to attend win have had to 
go through quite a rigorous 
selection procedure. 

Jamborees are only held every 
four years and each Scout will only 
get one opportunity in their 
lifetime to attend a Jamboree as a 
participant A World Scout 
Jamboree is an incredible 


experience for both participants 
and staff You camp and work 
alongside units from almost every 
scouting nation in the world. The 
theme this year is “Building Peace 
Together”. 

So please. Jade Straw, think 
about the young people of your 
country who have a chance to help 
to build a lasting peace for the 
future. Make your peace with Chile 
so that we may attend the 
Jamboree. 

HILARY WALKER 
InternationdLSenhce Team, 19th 
World Scout Jamboree 
Aylesbury, Buckinghamshire 

Sir Were the approach espoused 
by Alfredo Barriga (letter, 7 
December), namety that Pinochet 
should not be extradited because it 
would only encourage dictators to 
ding more tenaciously to power; to 
be taken seriously, then we might 
as well tear up the Universal 
Declaration on Human Rights 
immediately. Ail other gross 
violators of human rights should 
likewise be brought to justice, 
preferably before an international 
tribunal, because that would show 
that human rights abuses are 
everybodyis business. 

The Cold War is long over and 
with it should have died the 
rexdpcMtik and retrospective 
justification for American support 
for anti-Marxist crusaders like 
Pinochet Now we have another set 
of excuses: commercial interests. 


The Law Lords' decision has 
shown that we are moving towards 
a more enlightened era where 
respect for the basic human rights 
of individuals wOl rank equally 
with, if not above, the property 
interests of powerful businesses. 
NICK ROSE 
London NWS 

Prize for perversity 

Sin In your enthusiastic support 
for the Turner Prize Heading 
article, 2 December), you 
inadvertently highlighted 
precisely what is wrong with the 
prize. 

You state that the prize has 
"added to the gaiety of the nation 
in one of the areas of culture where 
Britain is now paramount”. In fed; 
what the prize has done, very 
successfully, is to erode the 
traditional and fundamental skills 
and disciplines of the real artist 
The Turner Prize, over the past 14 
years, has encouraged young 
artists to strive for shallow 
entertainment in their work, for 
novelty; titillation and worst of afl, a 
perverse delight in displaying an 
alarming inability to draw 
competently or even to arrange 
colour and shape, in any 
meaningful way. 

You go on to assert that the 
prize shows where some of the 
action in modern art is taking 
place. Alas, this is simply not the 
case. The Turner Prize has 


become a vehide with which to 
promote the careers of a handful of 
unexceptional artists by cynical 
agents, dealers and in some cases, 
gallery administrators. 

Finally, you conclude that “a 
public gallery is doing its job 
entertaining and involving an 
audience”. While it is highly 
debatable whether a national 
gallery should be entertaining, it is 
certainty beyond question that it - 
should involve and engage the 
public. Butpublitity stunts like the 
Turner Prize merely serve to baffle 
and alienate both the general 
public and the gallery-going public. 
Fhr a competition which avoids 
such dangers we need lookno 
further than the Jerwood Prize. 
KEVIN DRISCOLL 
London WC1 

No class is immun e 

Sir Thank you for carrying 
Annabel Perzimari’s enlightening 
piece on the fortification of flour 
with folic add (“Why we need flour 
power", 1 December). It is an 
unfashionable subject but vital to 
help to prevent spina bifida and 
other neural tube defects in 
unborn babies. 

But we must take issue with the 
inference that spina bifida is 
selective fay sodo-economic 
grouping, that “women most at 
risk are those whose diet lacks 
natural vi tamins or the ill- 
educated who are least likely to act 


Sir: Thomas Kielinger is wrong 
about Lady Macbeth's 
inadequate nursing skills 
(“Get used to the meddling 
Germans". 7 December). In Act 
1 scene 7 sbe says: “I have 
given suck, and know/ How 
tender *tis to love the babe that 
milks me." Admittedly things 
do go rather downhill from 
then on. 

STEFAN STERN 
London SW12 

Sir I recently rang the 
Gateway computer helpline for 


IN BRIEF 

assistance with a problem 
printer that I had purchased 
through them. Once my call 
had been logged with a “client 
relations'’ person, I endured 
over one hour of piped music 
while being transferred 
between departments. The 
following are extracts from the 
lyrics that were played during 
this time: “I never really loved 
you anyway”; “I promised 
never again^Tt's just a matter 


of time, my situation". Is it any 
wonder that piped music may 
not improve customer 
relations? 

DrCOLM LANIGAN 
London SE3 

Sir: Miles Kington made a slip 
<7 December). It might not be 
as fashionable (or as sexy) as 
the tango, but Chile does 
indeed have a national dance, 
the cneca. It is rather like a 
paso doble. 

GERALD ASHER 
Paris 


David Rose 


on public health information 
campaigns " 

We know as many educated, 
middle-class mothers as we do 
those from less affluent 
backgrounds. Some choose not to 
take folic add supplements; some 
have never taken on board the 
information from the Health 
Education Authority campaign, 
and neither have their GPs. Some, 
of course, believe, “It’ll never 
happen to me.” Many become 
pregnant fay accident 

That is why around one 
thousand pregnandes a year are 
still affected by spina bifida in the 
UK 

ROSEMARY BATCHELOR 
Senior Adviser, Health and Policy 
Associationjbr Spina Bifida and 
Hydrocephalus 
Peterborough 

Justice for lawyers 

Sir Your scary headline 
“Convicted solidtors free to 
practise" (2 December) does not 
tell the full story. The implication of 
your piece is that solidtors 
somehow protect each other when 
they get into trouble. 

Professional rules quite rightly 
make the protection of clients' 
money sacrosanct In my 
experience, it is safe to assume 
that dishonesty by a solidtor will 
be punished by a strike-off 

There are lots of other 
professional offences involving 
money which fall short of 
dishonesty. The Solidtors 
Disciplinary Trib unal will punish 
those according to their 
seriousness and the circumstances 
of the offender. Accounting errors, 
late or unpaid debts and financial 
incompetence may be punished in 
a variety of ways. 

It would be an injustice if the 
tribunal did not show mercy to 
solidtors who can demonstrate 
valued work for the community 
and who have got into honest 
difficulty because of personal or 
business problems. 

ANDREW LOCKLEY 
Irwin MitcheU Solicitors 
Sheffield 


Memories of Caitlin 

Sir No one who knew Dylan and 
Caitlin Thomas during their 

niarriage would recognise the 

csssag 

and son (“Dylan was my mother’s 
min” a December). 

I knew the Thomas family wen, 
stayed with them in Laugharne 

and spent a lot of time with them in 

London. To say that Caithn was 

liking in confidence and genially 
oppressed and put down is as far as 
possible from the truth. I ^ 
remember her as the head of that 
chaotic household, an affectionate 
mother to her small children and 
well able to hold her own in any 
dispute with her husband. She did 

not sacrifice her career to him- 

although a fonnidable and 
competitive woman, she was not a 
particularly talented dancer: 

A great deal of nonsense has 
been written about, and sometimes 
by, those two people. It is not 
reasonable to add to it the evidence 
of the son of her second marriage 
on what happened before he was 
bom. 

SHEILA CUTFORTH 
EastHoatHy, East Sussex 

Gas-powered ballet 

Sir Under the headline “Stand up 
to these egotistical donors", cm 
David Lister’s article (30 
November) about the Royal Court 
and the Jerwood Foundation, I was 
as to nish ed to read the header 
“Central School of Ballet now tours 
as British Gas Ballet Central.” 

It is our performing group. 

Ballet Central which tours as 
British Gas Ballet Central But this 
is not “now", ie sudden or recent, it 
has been so since 1990, a long and 
loyal sponsorship on both sides. 

To (akp head-on the implication 
of egotism and opportunism, 
contained in the article about the 
Royal Court British Gas has 
invested around £lm in our young 
dancers over a decade in order to 
bring live dance by aspiring young 
professionals to far-flung 
co mmunities , some of which 
receive little live arts performance. 
This is over 70 per cent of our costs, 
the balance being made up at the 
box office. The taxpayer is not 
called upon, nor the lottery player. 

Ballet Central simply could not 
exist without its sponsor; which 
deserves plaudits, hence its place 
in our title, not brickbats. 
ANNSTANNARD 
Director 

Central School of Ballet 
LondonECl 

American charity 

Sir. Your excellent leader cm 
different attitudes to charitable 
giving in Britain and the United 
States (5 December) focuses 
righ tly on tax policies. However 
having lived five years in Britain, I 
also believe there are more deep- 
seated reasons. 

In Britain and in much of 
Europe, private charity is viewed ,> 
by the chattering classes as 
pretentious at best and a devious 4 
scheme to silence the poor at 
worst In the United States the 
opposite view prevails. Most of us 
believe that compassion and 
generosity with other people's 
money, when channelled through 
the state, is a necessary evil at best 
and a cowardly rationalisation of 
stinginess at worst 
Contrary to widespread opinion, 
the only significant similarity 
between the British and American. 
people is the language 
ANDREW HIRSCH 
Bmnbridge Island Washington, f 

Euro-insults 

Sir Defining them as Hung 
mitigates his offence, but does 
David Aaronovitch (Comment, 3 
December) have to use the 
American term “krauts” when the 
traditional English word of abase 
for Germans is “boche", which can 

be usefully enhanced to sales 

bodies. As a supp orter of European 
integration should he not be using 
European terms of abuse? 

ARTHUR HAMILTON 
Osterley Park, Middlesex 


How have you lived without an electric washing up brush? 


AS CHRISTMAS comes slipping 
ever nearer like a small gang of 
bank robbers in the undergrowth, 
Td like to offer help with your 
Christinas gift-buying, and that 
means it’s time for another visit 
to the Independent Christmas 
Bazaar! 

Yes. here is another selection of 
mouth-watering gift ideas, all in¬ 
genious, all made cheaply in the 
Third World and all sold at ad¬ 
vanced capitalist prices. If you 
don't see something to solve a pre¬ 
sent problem here, we shall feel 
very let down by you. 

Encyclopaedia of Film Endings 
All too often we have to leave a TV 
film before the end, and never 
find out what happened Or we time 
a VHS tope to record a film, and (he 
TV company changes the start of 


the film so the tape runs out before 
the end. Or maybe we do see the 
end erf the film but cant understand 
what happened! Now, all your trou¬ 
bles are over, with an encyclopae¬ 
dia that tells you the endings of 
over5,000 popular late night films 
- and ex plains them! Nothing else, 
just the endings! You need never 
wonder again if he and she do get 
it together in the end, or if she fi¬ 
nally shoots him as he so richty de¬ 
serves! Price £19.99, or the de 
luxe edition for £39.99 which lists 
all the original endings planned for 
films, which the directors were 
forced to discard. 

Home Sparkling Wine Maker 
A great new breakthrough in home 
wine-making - a machine which 
converts an ordinary dry white 
wine into a classy new sparkling 


white. You just take home a bottle 
of boring old white plonk, stick it in 
the Home Sparkling Wine Makes 
and hey presto! Fifteen minutes 
later it’s a wonderful champagne- 
type bottle of bubbly. (NB It is ex¬ 
pressly forbidden by law to put the 
name Champagne on anything, 
but we think you can still get away 
with “champagne-type”.) £43-50, 
including 100 labels. 

Reading Spectacles Locator 
One of the great mysteries of life, 
if you wear specs, is the way that 
reading glasses cases never go 
missing and reacting glasses al¬ 
ways do. Now at last these two fads 
have been combined to produce a 
device which will always locate 
your specs! When you lose your 
glasses, go straight to your case, 
because inside your spectacle case 



Miles 

Kington 

No more vainly rubbing 
at coffee-stained mugs 
and grease-encrusted 
frying pans... 

you have now put a small switch. 
When you press this switch it ac¬ 
tivates a bleeper on your glasses. 


which you wiU then hear calling to 
you like a little lost lamb. CNB This 
noise can be turned to any volume, 
but we advise you to keep it soft, 
as very often the missing glasses 
are hanging round your neck, and 
it is somewhat self-defeating to be 
deafened by your own glasses.) 
£75.75. 

Electric Washing Up Brush 
At last a household device which 
combines new technology with the 
old-fashioned virtues of washing 
up. No more vainly rubbing at 
coffee-stained mugs and grease- 
encrusted frying pans - now this 
high-speed revolving washing up 
brush removes all muck in a mo¬ 
ment! Battery or mains powered. 
Caution: should not be used on an¬ 
tique china, as tends to remove pic¬ 
torial patterns. £35.90. 


Mobile Phone Background Noise 
Creator 

When you ring home on your mo¬ 
bile and say to your partner, “I'm 
on the train home," and there is no 
train noise behind you, who is re- 
aQy going to believe you? When you 
ring home to say you’re wo rking 

late, and she can hear pub (hat and 

noise of glasses tinkling in the 
background, what chance have 
you got? 

Now at last those problems are 
over with the new Mobile Phone 
Background Noise Creator! Simply 
instafi this in your mobile, and 
find yourself with a choice of 25 

background sound scenarios which 
you want the person at the other 
end to believe in, including Church 
Service. Airport Ter minal Traffic 
Jam, Police Arrest, Strip Search, 
Supermarket Check-out House of 


Commons Debate, etc, etc. £ 47 . 99 , 
all included. 

Scrabble Pyjamas 
Following the success of our last 
year’s gift for insomniacs, the 
Bumper Crossword Pyjamas, we 
now bring you the ultimate sexy 
cerebral sleepless gift - Scrabble 
Pyjamas! The board layout is al¬ 
ready in the design of the nightwear 
and the letter tiles-all fitted with- 
velcro - come separately, so that 
you can fit each one on to the py- 
individually. It’s a great way: 
for two or more people to get to 
mow each other intellectually and 
physically at the same time !.£32 a' 
psur - or £48 for see-thro ugh night¬ 
ie version! ^ 

More great Christinas ideas in this ■ 

space soon.' 
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Not a bold decision, 
but the right one 
for the Post Office 


PETER MANDELSON. the Secretary of State for Trade 
and industry, has made few difficult decisions since his ele¬ 
vation to the Cabinet Yfesterday proved to be his first real 
test, tackling a Post Office crying out for change. 

The Post Office has been losing domestic business to 
competitors tram mainland Europe; the service's reliability 
is under strain and could do with a burst of new invest¬ 
ment Vet The Post Office has been shackled to an unre¬ 
sponsive Government The profits The Post Office makes 
have to be giveri to the Treasury, it has not been allowed 
to borrow, since the amounts raised have to be set against 
the Treasury's overall borrowing requirement 
No one wants to see the chaos of the privatised railways, 
a standing reproach to those who would rush into 
privatising services that people rely on and care about 
replicated in our postal services. A total free for all may 
also endanger the objective of one postal cost for letters 
• l sent anywhere in the country, without which rural Britain 
would be left with a sub-standard service. 

Nor is total and immediate privatisation political reality. 
The sight of the red post-boxes and the monarch's head 
on the stamps are enormously comforting, one remaining 
symbol of national identity' in everyday life. Public suspi¬ 
cion that the Tories were about to meddle with The Post 
Office made a significant contribution to their electoral 
collapse. But The Post Office will have to be flexible to 
survive in a booming and cut-throat market Permitting 
borrowing, and allowing it to give up a smaller slice of profit 
to the exchequer, will grant just that flexibility. 

In the long run, its monopoly may have to disappear Why 
should the state carrier be permitted to borrow at the low 
rates its privileged position allows, leaving other opera¬ 
tors to struggle in its wake? The Government has recog¬ 
nised this by lowering the posting cost at which the 
. monopoly on domestic carriage begins. It has also made 
gesture towards fairness for other postal companies in 
revoking The Post Office’s immunity from VAT on parcels. 

It seems likely that there will be a phased reduction in 
that monopoly position; yesterday the removal of The Post 
Office’s exclusive hold on direct mail was brought forward. 
If the monopoly does hot hold, future governments wQl have 
to subsidise deliveries, so that postal costs to the far 
reaches of the country do not rise prohibitrvely. • 

All that is for the future. For now, Mr Mandelson seems 
to have managed the transition to managed competition 
with some skill. There was no point in forcing a con¬ 
frontation with the postal unions, and there is no hurry in 
.leaping into a brave but untested world of unmanaged 
Competition. The Post Office has sensibly been established 
on the same basis as its competitors, as management 
wished. Now it is for them to show that they can compete. 
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Two ‘R’s are worth 
one hour of attention 

THOSE WHO sneered at the Government's literacy 
initiatives should be ashamed of themselves today as they 
digest the two-year study published yesterday by the 
Office for Standards in Education. The study shows a real 
gain in average reading age over that period. 

It appears that concentrating the minds of all con¬ 
cerned by means of a “literacy hour” and by changing the 
way reading is taught can produce results. Overall, the 
picture is one of improvement in an area that has not seen 
significant change for 50 years. In announcing the figures, 
David Blunkett the Secretary of State for Education, 
emphasised the Government’s insistence on “phonics”, the 
method whereby children are taught to read through the 
sounds that make up words. Mr Bhmkett's insistence on 


national standards is another example of the good work 
he has done in insisting on one standard for all. 

It does seem as if the political consensus on education 
extends to the teaching of reading using “phonics”: but just 
as there are many types of teacher, there is a huge variety' 
of teaching techniques. The popular caricature of “loony 
left” teachers imposing a “whole books" revolution, in which 
children are simply exposed to a pile of books and expected 
to absorb reading, is nonsense. In reality, schools adopted 
a wide range of methods, depending on the needs of each 
child and class: “whole books" was just one technique 
among many. 

Recent research by St .Andrews University seems to show 
that a new “phonies" method may yield better results. 
Instead of teaching whole words by their composite 
sounds, it may be better to teach the sounds first and mix 
them up into different words. The Government has 
performed well in raising standards but must remain 
open-minded about the means. 


Populism on the pli 


WHO WOULD you like to see honoured on the empty plinth 
in Trafalgar Square? Margaret Thatcher? Michael Owen? 
Florence Nightingale? Nelson Mandela? Well it doesn’t 
matter much, because the decision will be taken by West¬ 
minster Council from suggestions by the Royal Society' of 
Arts. These include a figure of Christ an upside-down cast 
of the plinth and a severed head caught in the roots of a 
tree. Whatever the merits of these works, what is strik¬ 
ing is that the fate of a site of national and international 
distinction will be decided by an establishment elite and 
the planning committee of a local authority. 

Perhaps we should try democracy? A plebiscite would 
stimulate a lively debate that w’ouid reveal much about 
us. We could test preferential and electronic voting. Our 
suggestion: Charles Darwin, the most influential figure in 
160 years. In ail events, it’s time to fill the people's plinth. 


Tony may love the capitalists, but 
-f thankfully Clare has kept cool 



It 


ON SUNDAY evening I switched some- 
. thug on (ft had been another hard day 
and 1 can’t remember whether it was 
the TV the radio oc possibly even, the 
;. hairdryer j and heard the Kaa hiss of 

- John Redwood urging that naughty 

- old Clare Short be “disciplined” by the 
Government. Before I knew what 
was happening I was being plagued 
by unbidden mental images of a bare 

. Clare, tied to a gym horse, being 
thrashed alternately by Alastair 
CampbeO and Pfeter Mandelson, as Mr 

- Rt>Prood watched on, his thin lips set 
in dor him) a lascivious smile. 

This may be, I agree, my problem; 

I cannot tell yoo why I associate John 
Redwood with sadomasochism, but I 
do. In bus instance ft could be because 
there was no good political or admini¬ 
strative reason why Clare Short 
should be fl] treated, so I sort of 
, assumed that the disciplining should 
be done for the pleasure of it 
Not that I cannot see what Mr Red-, 
wood was seeking to achieve. It is his 
main purpose to sunder the alliance 
forged before the election between 
"business and New Labour - an 
alliance which threatens to keep the 
Conservatives in perpetual opposition, 
"“□jwood cannot woo business over 
Sufope, because he is a Europhobe, 
d business swings mainly the other 
way. But everything else is grist to his 
nill, and he suspects that-for many 
i) Labourites - furthering the cause of 
ree enterprise still feels uncomfort- . 
4bly like sympathy for the devil 
Hehas apouil I was 13 in 1968, and 
-for the next decade or so-1 thought 
.' business sucked Vfe all did, us lefties. 
Tur first objection was sort of politi¬ 


cal I knew from Agitprop street 
theatre that businessmen were fat, 
dressed like pantomime villains, wore 
top hats with dollar signs on, watered 
the worker’s beer and rubbed then- 
hands. I wasn’t aware at the time that, 
with the dollar exchanged for a Star 
of David, the same caricature had 
been made to do terrible service for 
a very different cause. 

The main reason for our distaste for 
private enterprise, however, was 
social, it was uncool; no good char¬ 
acters in movies were businessmen. 
In The Graduate we lured daughters 
away from materialism, and in If we 
mowed down the establishment from 
the chapel roof Flowers were what 
you took to San Francisco-not a fran¬ 
chise to sell hippy gonks at a discount 
Alice’s Restaurant was certainly a 
non-profit-making concern. Make 
Love not War, and definitely not 
Money. Our ambitions were to be 
rock stars, or failing that dess money, 
same nnokiel - sociology lecturers. 
The kids who did aspire to join com¬ 
panies and become entrepreneurs 
were creepy, pale boys with glasses 
and repressive parents. On as PJ 
O’Rourke has pointed out they were 
drug dealers. 

For many years I was broadly in 
favour of anything that stopped busi¬ 
ness from happening at all Strikes 
were great, pickets (especially flying 
ones) were romantic, works to rule a 
kind of poetic justice in which capi¬ 
talism's own regulations were used 
against it And while not everyone left 
of say, Jereiqy Thorpe necessarily 
bought the whole anti-business 
schtick, enough (fid to make Labour 



David 

aaronovitch 

Those concerned for the 
Goi>ernment's sanity should 
welcome Short’s refusal to 
proselytise for business 

a tricky proposition for any self- 
respecting capitalist Naturally, there¬ 
fore, the Tories colonised private 
enterprise - their interests coinciding 
effortlessly. 

And then we on the other side 
began to rediscover entrepreneurial- 
ism. The alternatives, never very 
promising, began to look worse. 
Sweden was as good as state social¬ 
ism got - and even Sweden had Saab. 
And Ikea Neil Hnnock met some 
millionaires and was charmed by 
their practicality and their success. 
These were, after all people one 
could work with in order to provide full 
employment and a decent standard of 
living for all If anything, as John 
Smith. Tony Blair and Gordon Brown 
found out, the other side of industry 
was a damn sight more flexible 
and dynamic than the trade union 


side. Pals became lovers. 

The danger of new love affairs is al¬ 
ways that infatuation will blur judge¬ 
ment. You try too hard to be the thing 
that the loved one desires - and at the 
same time, you gloss over his or her 
faults and blemishes. So a whole lot 
of wart-kissing goes on, and in the case 
of business this takes the form of for¬ 
getting a couple of important things; 
that business persons say they love 
competition, but would really prefer 
monopoly, and that seeing business as 
an end in itself rather than as a means 
to an end, is a usually a disaster. 

So those who had become con¬ 
cerned for the government's sanity be¬ 
cause of its relationship with tbe 
Bemie Ecclestones and Rupert Mur¬ 
dochs of this world, have reason to feel 
very relieved by Clare Short's blunt 
refusal to proselytise on behalf of 
British business while on aid trips. It 
seems obvious that if aid is to be tied 
in any way to economic behaviour 
then the sole goal of that pressure 
must be to assist development and the 
relief of poverty. What we “get out of 
it" (beside a warm glow) is not a con¬ 
tract here or there, but a world full of 
stronger; more prosperous trading 
partners. Short’s strategic position - 
that aid should be conditional only on 
the appropriate policies in recipient 
countries - is immensely strengthened 
by her stand. 

It is a paradox of the Tory view, as 
adumbrated by Messrs Redwood and 
Howard, that it supports the need 
for unfettered competition and free 
markets, while somehow believing 
that it is the Government’s job to 
broker contracts abroad. This leads to 


the unpleasant spectacle of ministers 
creeping round the sheikhdoms in 
their socks, putting in a sly word for 
a small deal here, greasing a plump 
palm there - on the basis of "British¬ 
ness", not worth, or of insinuating to 
hard-up Africans that it might be 
nice if they could just see their way to 
favouring Dorking over Dfjoa Is this 
not true “cronyism"? 

Howard’s law, as I heard it ex¬ 
pressed yesterday is that “they all do 
it" As with arms deals to unpleasant 
countries, if we stand aloof and refuse 
to back our boys, you can be sure that 
the French tin particular) will not be 
so scrupulous. Workers in Poitiers will 
laugh up their sleeves as factories in 
over-fastidious Albion dose. The same 
reason (among several others) is 
given for refusing to extradite General 
Pinochet to Spain - we will lose 
Chilean trade. Sod tbe human rights, 
that’s 20 jobs in the Midlands. 

Strangely, this very pessimistic 
view of how world capitalism works 
reminds me very much of what I 
believed back in 1968. when I thought 
rich guys in black hats went around 
trampling on everyone's rights in 
pursuit of profit But actually it derives 
from the narrowest possible definition 
of “interest". When President Calvin 
Coalidge opined that “the business of 
America is business," as the country 
hurtled into depression, his mistake 
was to confuse means and ends. The 
business of Britain is making its 
current and future citizens happy, That 
purpose will not best be served by a 
deal here and a contract there, at the 
expense of human rights or a decent 
aid programme. 


Q UOTE OF THE PAY 

“You can see how vigorous I am." 

Boris Yeltsin, President of Russia, 
on firing his chief of staff 

T hought for the Day 

“A great deal of learning can be packed 
into an empty head" 

Karl Kraus'ivriter 


IN lMITiACHMENT trial would 
_ laralyze the national govem- 
nent- Congress, the Supreme 
:ourt and the president would 
_»e unable to do any business 
«cause senators would be re-, 
luired to attend the proceed- 

- ags, the chief justice would be 

- squired to preside and the 
,'nffcjent would be preoccu- 

• lied with his predicament 

Members of tbe House can¬ 
not dodge their constitutional 

• uty to make a determination 
nd to deliver their judgment 


to the people as to whether they 
believe that President Clin¬ 
ton's conduct, however wrong, 
rises to the level of an im¬ 
peachable offense. They must 
then take an additional step. 
They most determine whether 
it is in the nation’s best inter¬ 
est to go forward with im¬ 
peachment given all the 
circumstances. Fbr me and for 
most Americans, (he answer is 
self-evident. End it in the 
House: (Bruce McCall) 

Los Angeles Times 


monitor 

ALL THE NEWS OF THE WORLD 
American press comment on the possible 
impeachment of President Clinton 


WITH FEEBLE support for im¬ 
peachment and a vote of cen¬ 
sure still problematic, a frantic 
Congress is posting suggestion 
bcras aD over Capitol Hill in the 
search for a punishment to fit 


President B0J Clinton's moral 
and legal crimes before he es¬ 
capes unscathed at tbe end of 
his term. ‘'We love the idea of 
handcuffing him to tbe first lady 
for life," says an insider of one 


early submission, “but, hey. 
we’re not sadists’ On the other 
hand, passing legislation to 
ban Clinton from ever eating 
another doughnut - that’s a 
mere wrist slap. He'd still have 
cookies and pies. Sewing up his 
tear ducts? Without that sin¬ 
cerity trick, he’s dead meat But 
it does feel you know, kind of 
medieval." (Bruce McCall) 
Los Angeles Times 

PRESIDENT BILL Clinton con¬ 
tinued to duck and weave with 


legalistic gobbledygook in re¬ 
sponse to 81 questions the 
House asked of him. Clinton, 
and we, could learn a lot from 
President Grant's approach to 
his problems, which ranged 
from too much drinking to too 
little hands-on governing. 
Grant admitted mistakes and 
tried to tell the truth. Our Pres¬ 
ident Pinocchio could take a 
cue from Grant on this 122nd 
anniversary of our 18th presi¬ 
dent’s plain talk. (Al tieuharth) 
USA Today 



MORE WOMEN TRUST 

THE AA THAN ANY OTHER 

BREAKDOWN ORGANISATION 

...THAT’S THE JOB OF THE AA 


JOB! FIBS 

£41 


We are dedicated io gening to you as 
quickly as possible when you break down, 
giving priority to members in vulnerable 
situations Wiifi our advanced deployment technology 
AA Parrols gel to members, on average, in just 35 minuies 
With the world's largest patrol force, we fU more cats 
at the roadside than anyone else, gening you going again 
quickly and safety- Day and night every day of the vear. 
we are there when you need us. 

TO OUR MEMBERS WE'RE THE 

4th EMERGENCY SERVICE 
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PAN DORA 

career, read their lines from 


PANDORA IS told that the 
latest gag dying about 
Westminster concerns the 
Government's continuing 
obsession with media 
manipulation. It goes like 
this: 

First Civil Servant* I hear 
Downing Street is setting up 
a Long Term Pla nning Unit 
Second CiiriZ Servant Oh, 
why is that then? 

First Civil Servant: They’re 
very worried about the day 
after tomorrow. 

♦- 

WAS THE Prime Minister 
amongst those who would 
have been disappointed by 
Wembley Stadium vice- 
chairman Jarvis Astaire 
when he said yesterday that 
the Stadium’s twin-towers 
“will have to go because the 
entire stadium will need 
widening. But I believe 
replicas will be built” 
Certainly Tony Blair left 
nobody in any doubt of his 
feeling for the stadium 
when he wrote the following 
in Wembley - Venue of 
Legends, the official 75th 
anniversary magazine 
published this year: “As we 
approach the new 
Millennium, we all look 
forward to many more years 
of the twin towers of 
Wembley.” If the original 
towers are replaced 
perhaps Mr Blair could ask 
Mr Mandelson to pat them 
in his Millennium Dome? 

-♦- 

WHILE NOT wishing to crow. 
Pandora must salute The 

Sunday Times for their 
homage to this column last 

Sunday. On the front page 

was the intriguing story of 

Judi Dench meeting Sir 
David Spedding, MI6 chief, for 
a Christmas drink - a story 
first broken in the British 

press in this column (30 
November*. Him to page 3 
and you encounter a veritable 

Pandora goldmine, with the 

story about Channel 4’s 

planned programme on 

bestiality, which first 

appeared here on 18 

November. As for the 
matter of the spat 
between Oliver Peyton’s 
Atlantic and Marco 
Pierre White’s 
Titanic 
restaurant's, 
don't say we 
didn’t warn you 
ill November). 

-♦- 

MONTHS AGO 
rumours were 
circulating that 
actress Kirstie 
Alley was being 
offered £3.5m to 
pose naked for 
Playboy. It never 
happened, and 
Playboy won’t say if 
tbe offer might be 
taken up in future. 

However; what does 
appear in Playboy's 
January issue is an 
interview where 
Alley reveals that 
cast members of 
Cheers, the popular 
sitcom that 
launched her 


crib notes bidden around 
the set. “When I watch the 
show now. I always laugh 
when I open the cigar box 
because I know Fm trying 
not to mess up.” she told 
entertainment guide IV 
Gen. But Alley says she 
wasn't the worst offender, 
actor Nicholas Colasanto, 
who played the popular 
character of Coach, wrote 
his lines on trays, on the bar 
and on every available 
surface. Repeats of Cheers 
will never be the same 
again. 

- ♦— - 

PANDORA READS with 
interest the interview with 
actor Edward Woodward 
(pictured) in the Liberal 
Democrat magazine 
informed. “He still finds time 
to be an active member of the 
Liberal Democrats,” boasts 
tbe magazine. We learn that 
the acton fam ous for his TV 
roles in CdUan and The 
Equalizer, only joined the Lib 
Dems a few years ago, and 
used to vote Labour despite 
“the Liberal tradition” being 
“in my blood”. Moreover is it 
likely that this active member 
of the Liberal Democrats will 
be seen distributing some of 
the vast number of leaflets 
the party is infamous for 
producing? “Unfortunately, ! 
am away from home quite a 
bit with my work, but I do get 
involved when I can” admits 
Woodward, wisely. 

♦- 

PROTAGONISTS IN the 
Pinochet debate are getting 

personal An advertisement 

taken out in the Santiago 

newspaper Estralegia by 

Bruce Montgomery, 
chairman of the British 

Chamber of Commerce in 

Chile, launches a scathing 

attack on the British 
ambassador to Cbile for 
failing to transmit the views 
of the Chilean people on 

Pinochet’s arrest For 

“driving AngJo/Chflean 
relations to its lowest 
■ ^ point in history” 
Montgomery wants to 
make Ambassador 
Gtynne Evans “persona 

non grata ” and invites 

support One 
angered reader 
was rather less 
than supportive 
and wrote back 
to Mr 

Montgomery 
in no 
uncertain 
terms. The 
letter, kindly 
shown to 
Pandora, 
reminds 
Montgomery 
that insults to 
Her Majesty’s 
representatives 

once constituted 

high treason and 

that “the death 
penalty is still on 

tiie statute books 

for that offence, 
so I would be 
very careftil 
before your 
next trip to 
the UK.” 





The night I switched off Europe ^ 


IT WOULD be probably be over¬ 
stating the case to say that, as 
Dave Lampkin, the former world 
champion from the Isle of Man bal¬ 
anced his motorbike on top of a vast 
tractor tyre before moving on to a 
pOe of logs, I experienced a major 
shift of political alignment, but 
something significant seemed to 
have happened By the time we were 
paying awrit to the professional tear 
pin bowling circuit, I knew that 
views of which I had previously 
thought I was certain had been se¬ 
verely shaken. 

This change of heart took [dace 
in a foreign hoteL There was cable 
TV. Ebr American guests, a24-honr 
business channel presented by 
dull, sinister analysts, brought (he 
latest news of mergers and credit 
balances. The French were given 
light culture-Spinoza fo r b eginners, 
a documentary an Iggy Pop. The 
Germans were provided with news 
about Germany. The British got 
Eurosport 

What a grim surprise that turned 
out to be. I had always believed that, 
given the right circumstances a nd 
anaesthetised by a certain amount 
of alcohol, I could derive some sort 



TERENCE 

Blacker 

I found myself yearning 
for the aggression and 
technical incompetence of 
a British football game 

of pleasure from watching alm ost 
any sport Snooker; it’s true, can ir¬ 
ritate me with its a coed stars and 
its saloon-bar self- Importance - par¬ 
ticularly when it kicks The Late Re¬ 
view okthewr-andthe attraction 
of lawn bowls remains something of 
mystery. I can even stand cricket 

pa rfinilar tyin jtgt nTnrafcpH hgn^and- 

a-half-day form currently being pi¬ 
oneered by England in Australia. 


But in Eurosport, I found the per¬ 
fect 12 -step programme to core me 
of my addiction. Apart from Dave 
Tjimph-fn and his balancing bike, 
there was hour after hour of ski- 
jumping, followed by 10-pin bowling, 
a sport so dull that after a while, the 
«»»pnpggion]ess ) middle-aged Amer¬ 
icans in the audience began to 
seem Eke perverts watching a five 
sex show. Marginally more inter¬ 
esting was a quasi-erotic dance 
sport masquerading as a form of 
gymnastics in which scantily clad 
Eastern European teenagers thrust 
themselves hopefully at the camera. 
Then, for tennis fans, there was a 
veterans’ friendly from Geneva 
(could any three words together in¬ 
spire less hope for entertainment 
than “veterans”, “friendly” and 
“Geneva”?) in which some dear 
old things hit a ball over the net at 
one another in the name of a chil¬ 
dren’s charity. 

But with rfiillnpgg rar n* 3 illumi¬ 
nation. Astonishingly, these exer¬ 
cises in tedium were sponsored. 
Ev e r y f e w minutes, the “action” was 
interrupted by a series of adver¬ 
tisements for cars, trainers, 
Pringles, George Michael-and the 


euro. It’s true. A commercial which 
wms to last for about two minutes 
is being broadcast across Europe to 
remind us all that the euro is on its 

way. that it win make life more con¬ 
venient and efficient, that it will ail 
be great, magnifique,fiintastische. 

It was the ad. and its context, 
which caused me something of a 
Euro-crisis. Until now, I had t ak e n 
the generally easygoing attitude 
towards Europeanisation encour¬ 
aged by our great leader and elo¬ 
quently expressed last week by 
Andre w Marr in the New States¬ 
man. “I want my children to be ex¬ 
traordinarily different from me,” he 
wrote. “I want them to be multilin¬ 
gual, able to move about and fed at 
home in Germany and France , as 1 
never have or will...Thqy must grow 

up to see Agincourt and Waterloo as 
Tflwm ppiaTi tribal battles, not destlny- 
soaked stations towards the tri¬ 
umph of global liberalism.” 

It made sense. Surety a touch of, 
say French wit, Greek warmth and 
Scandinavian broad-mindedness 
would leaven the British character; 
even if we ended up with Scandi¬ 
navian warmth, German wit and 
Greek broad-mindedness, it would 


be an escape from our self-pitying, 

lnS yto [<^the evidence provided by 
Eurosport and the euro a<Lan al¬ 
ternative future beckons The in¬ 
ternational appeal of Dave Lampkm 
and the friendly tennis veterans de¬ 
pends precisely “P°“ *'“jjf 
Colour Tbe very thing which makes, 
say sumo wrestling of interest. - its 
ritual, atmosphere, the role of the 
[jrowd - is what is removed when 
it is served up for international au- 
jiences. The mandarins of the new 
nternationalism forget that it is 
sport's barely suppressed violence, 
its cock-ups and confusion which 
•nafr» it of interest None of these 
zan be found a place in the new 
guro-blandness which is as sani- 
ised, money-driven and essential- 
y fake as a Coca Cola advert. 

Suddenly I find myself yearning 
•aomino far the aggression and 


into a riot 

More seriously, I begin to un¬ 
derstand what the nutty patriots in 
the Conservative Party are worried 
about No more cable TV for me. 



Abolish the Lords, but you’ll 
never destroy the dynasties 



UK dynasty: James Callaghan with his daughter; Margaret 


1 HADN’T realised until the obituar¬ 
ies yesterday that Al Gore's father 
had been a prominent US senator 

Tike father, lib* snn If as s wras Kfrp- 

ty George Bush Jr and Al Gore tus¬ 
sle for the next presidency of the 
United States, it will be an extraor¬ 
dinary demonstration of the power 
of tire hereditary p rinciple in politics. 

Now look at our House of Lords. 
The former Tory leader was of 
course a hereditary peer - and, as 
a Cedi a top ofthe range one at that 
The present leader is technically not 
a hereditary peer; but in practice is 
one, since Baroness Jay is the 
daughter of Lord fianagfam the 
former prime minis ter. (She was 
married to Peter Jay, the economic 
journalist and son of Lord Jay the 
former cabinet minister) I don’t 
think anyone would contest the fact 
she would be unlikely to be leader 
of Labour in the Lords had her fa¬ 
ther remained a merchant seaman 
all his life-any more than Peter Jay 
would have become British ambas¬ 
sador to Washington had the two of 
them not had such strong political 
connections. 

Indeed in one sense Viscount 
Cranbome has greater democratic 
legitimacy than Baroness Jay. He 
was elected as an MP and saved be¬ 
tween 1979 and 1987. Baroness Jay 
by contrast, has never passed the 
test of the ballot box. 

So the distinction between hered¬ 
itary politicians and non-hereditaiy 
ones is much more complex and sub¬ 
tle than it is made out to be. Some 
politicians are pure hereditaries, 
some are quasi-hereditaries, and 
some merely come from families 
which have a political tradition that 
has shaped them and helped them 
along the way. Peter Mandelson, 
grandson of Herbert Morrison, 
comes into that last category. 

But the key point is that politics 
is dearty a profession where hered- 



Hamish 

McRae 

Politics, like the stage, 
is clearly a profession 
where heredity passes 
on strong benefits 


ity passes an strong benefits, not just 
here, but in many very different 
countries. The phenomenon is even 
more apparent in the US and in 
India, where there seem to be gen¬ 
uine dynasties that can carry on for 
generations. 

Of course the same phenomenon 
occurs in many other walks of life: 
you see it in medicine, in the law, in 
the City occasionally (though rarely 
in large companies) in business life, 
even in journalism. But the area, 
aside from politics, where it is most 
evident is in the entertainment in¬ 
dustry. You have to be able to cut the 
mustard for there is no room for the 
second-rater; but being a Redgrave 
or a Fbnda immediately lifts you 
above the herd. 

What, then, have politics and the 
entertainment industry in common, 
which, for example, the civil service 
or big business do not? 

For a start entry barriers are 
high. In both professions you have 
to invest a lot of unpaid time to get 
yourself on to the bottom of the lad¬ 
der. Work in big business or the dvD 
service and you are paid from day 


one. In politics it is hard to get paid 
at all; w hii<» m thp enter tainment fa- 
dustries, although pay at the top is 
outstanding, when you start it is 
dreadful. 

In politics tiie difficulty of entry 
is fluffier increased because there 
is a duopoly: in most countries the 

political imi i isf r y is d ominated hytwn 

large players, so if you are interested 
in holding office you effectivety have 
to plump for one or the other. In the 
entertainment industries the prob¬ 
lem is the reverse: the structure is 
unusually fragmented. But the out¬ 
come is the same: having a “name” 
enables you to short-circuit the te¬ 
dious selection process. 

Second, politics and entertain¬ 
ment are both capricious trades. 
People are up one minute and down 
the next, depending on luck and 
knowing the right people. It is 
much easier to have a durable ca¬ 
reer if you have good family con¬ 
nections. The fact that your family 
is a known part of the industry will 
mean your name is more likely to 
rise to the top of the pile when the 
next good job happens along. 

Third, in both politics and enter¬ 
tainment imag e is enormously im¬ 
portant, more important than 
substance. In most professions, 
image is of onty incidental impor¬ 
tance; competence is what matters. 
Airline customers are not interest¬ 
ed in the image of the pilot; all they 
want to know is that the plane is 
being competently flown. The brand 
is tbe airline, not the individual. 

Brands exist in politics and enter¬ 
tainment, and they nan be buOt up 
or damaged. Think of Disney; think 
of our two major parties over the last 
quarter ceitury. But in politics and 
entertainment, the individual is in 
relative terms much more impor¬ 
tant The New Labour rebranding 
exercise would not have been cred¬ 
ible without tbe personal brand of 


Tony Blair. For a period in the 1980s 
the Thatcher brand was stronger 
than the Tory one. Top actors’ 
brands are stronger than the studios 
that make their pictures. 

Would-be politicians with no fam¬ 
ily background in the trade have to 
create tiie brand image for them¬ 
selves from a standing start Some 
are brilliant at self-publidty: think of 
Ken Livingstone or David Meilor. 

But being b rillian t at creating an 
individual image carries a risk, in 
that you may overcook the cake, as 
I suppose both Livingstone and 
Meilor have done. One way of 
achieving brand recognition without 
taking the risk is to be a member of 
an established political family. As in 
entertainment, the ready-made 
image gives a head start. 

Or rather it does if it is the right 
image, and this leads to a fascinat¬ 
ing possibility. Maybe by dumping 
the explicit hereditary principle, 
the changes about to be made to the 
House of Lords (whatever the detail 
turns out to be) wifi make ita cham¬ 
ber where family background be¬ 
comes more important, not less. 


To explain: the explicit hereditary 
principle is a great turn-off for most 
people in Britain. That is why hered¬ 
itary' peers who wanted real power 
- Wedgwood Benn, the Earl of 
Home - had to renounce their peer¬ 
ages and sit in the Commons. Being 
a hereditary peer is a bad brand if 
you want power. 

But being part of a political fix¬ 
ity is, in general, a good brand. £ .e 
new House of Lords wifi inevitaoty 
have large numbers of people from 
the “right” families, be they ap¬ 
pointees of the government of the 
day or people elected through some 
electoral college. 

They may not be Tony’s cronies 
but they will in large measure be 
somebody’s cronies. Because the 
explicit hereditary principle will be 
demolished, the less explicit power 
of family background will be en¬ 
hanced. The Lords wifi still be built 
around active political families; but 
it will in theiuture have a legitima¬ 
cy which at present it cannot possT 
btyhave. " w 

The hereditary principle is dead; 
long live the hereditary practice. 
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Neither to the left nor to the right 


✓ SUPPOSE THAT they 
had met, Tbny Blair and 
wP Isaiah Berlin, a Prime 
Minister and a liberal 
philosopher. Suppose that for¬ 
tune had smfied and allowed 
them time to clarify what the 
left has stood for since the 
Enlightenment and whether 
those hopes remain afive. Sup¬ 
pose that illness and death 
had not supervened. What can 
we imagine them saying to 
each other? 

The youthful leader is bound 
to have said the left is not dead. 
It is alive, and the Third Way 
is its name. It brings together 
the values of two progressive 
traditions, liberalism and 
social democracy, whose divi¬ 
sions delivered Britain up to 
the ideological hegemony of 
conservatism for most of the 
century. Reunited, under my 
leadership, the two strands of 
progressive thought wfflaeate 
a new consensus on the centre- 
left which wifi be in power for 
a generation. 

And what would the wise old 
sceptic have said to that? My 
guess is: Not so fast Liberal¬ 
ism is one thing, social democ¬ 
racy quite another We confuse 
them at our periL 

A dialogue between them 


might have clarified vital ques¬ 
tions: whether liberalism and 
social democracy do share the 
same values; whether they 
belong to the same family of the 
European left; and whether 
now that socialism itself is 
dead, they should be resol¬ 
dered together into a new gov¬ 
erning consensus in Europe. 

These questions lead to an¬ 
other: opposition is good for 
democracy; opposition is even 
good for a powerful govern¬ 
ment As Conrad Russell has 
argued: “Without an effective 
opponent at the next election, 
Blair can acquire no great 
democratic legitimacy if he 
wins it” With Conservatism 
unlikety to extricate itself from 
its intellectual cul-de-sac. 
Blair’s appropriation of the 
liberal tradition -and possible 
electoral agreements with the 
Liberal Democrats - risks neu¬ 
tering the one intellectual 
source from which effective 
criticism can come. Third Why 
talk is very good politics for 
Labour. But is it good for 
democracy? 

Let’s be clean these are my 
questions, not the questions of 
my master and teacher, now 
deceased. But they do arise 
from the dialogue cut short by 



PODIUM 

Michael Ignatieff 

From the *Prospect' 
magazine lecture given 
by the writer at 
the Almeida Theatre, 
London 


his death last October, and I 
think we should return to this 
dialogue now. 

It began with a challenge 
issued by Isaiah Berlin. This 
was the challenge to which 
Ibny Blair replied in a letter, 
on 23 October 1997, in which be 
took issue with Berlin’s 
apparent judgement that, if 
socialism was dead, the left 
must be too. The left's project 
bad begun with the Enlight¬ 
enment attack on “arbitrary 


authority, intolerance and 
hierarchy." These values 
“remain as strong as ever" but, 
the Prime Minister conceded, 
“no longer have a ready made 
vehicle to take them forward". 

The Third Way, presumably, 
is the vehicle to “devolve 
political power and to build a 
more egalitarian community". 

So far so good, but we need 
to ask whether they both 
meant the same thing by tbe 
left Fbr many liberals, to be on 
the left is to be in company only 
marginally less disagreeable 

than to be in the company of the 

right Nothing is gained by 
obscuring the differences. 

Tb quote the Prime Minister 
the liberal tradition “asserts 

the primacy of individual liberty 

in the' market economy; the 
other [social democratic] pro¬ 
motes social justice with the 
state as its main agent". A 
social democracy that has said 
goodbye to state ownership 
has much to say to a liberalism 
that has said goodbye to “neo- 
fiberalism", to unfettered free 
markets. In Blair’s New Way, 
the banner is no longer actually 
inscribed-Equality”, but two 
very liberal slogans, “Equal 
Worth and “Opportunity for 

All, slogans which take social 



iuv equality or i 
So where, if anywben 
a divide remain be 
liberals mid social cfamn 
Here Berlin's famous d 
tion between negative at 
itive liberty becomes rei 

Blairfsmriie 



w oerun, argumj 
was the “limitations of n 
liberty" that have “mo 
generations of people 

"beyond iatsse 2 -JtK're” 

But it’s simply not ti 
that negative liberty 
laissez-faire. It once 
much more; freeing m 
women from super 
tyranny and oppressor 
mg the chains off the 
Positive liberty goes fur 
may not be enough to sti 
chains: you may also l 
tear* them how to us 
freedom. Positive liberl 
rants compulsory prim; 
secondary education, o 

sory taxation and transfi 

come, public health. 

There are still cle; 

tractions remaining be 
"negative” and “posit* 
erty - it is the basic dis¬ 
traction between liber¬ 
alism and social democ¬ 
rat as traditions. 
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Feeding on Ethiopia’s famine 


Right 
of Reply 


• t; ,511 
H ! it 


■ n 




m* 


T " v - *■ ' *• ii<- 
7 .. - ■ 

. ,-c^ - - “CT?; 


I STOOD in the Central Jail in Addis 
Ababa surrounded by its 640 
inmates, all accused of heinous 
crimes against humanity. One of 
them pointed at me. saying: "If we 
are guilty of genocide. Dimbleby. 
then you should be here with us." 
It was a disconcerting moment 

Twenty five years ago, in 1973,1 
was responsible for an ITV film 
called The Unknown Famine which 
exposed Ethiopia as a crumbling 
empire stricken by mass starvation. 
Within Ethiopia the film aroused 
shame and anger. As a direct result 
The Unknown Famine became the 
catalyst for the overthrow of a 
feudal emperor in favour of that 
-j} gruesome dictatorship which soon 
became synonymous with the name 
of Mengi.stu. 

The prisoner who now sought to 
indict me was. like his fellow 
inmates, incarcerated for his alleged 
part in Mengistu's reign of terror 
which finally ended eight years 
ago. Facing his indignation, I 
countered: "1 hopeyou are joking." 
He wasn't 

The atrocities for which he and 
his fellow inmates are now’ collec¬ 
tively indicted can tempt the unwary 
into nostalgia for Haile Selassie. It 
is easy to forget that the emperor 
used to authorise public hangings, 
that his opponents were routinely 
tortured, that courtiers who fen 
*yom grace were not only jailed but 
■^frequently held in chains as well, 
and that concepts of justice, liberty 
and democracy were effectively 
outlawed from public debate. 
Against that background, a group of 
dissident army officers instigated a 
creeping coup against the 
emperor's faltering regime. To 
guard against a public backlash in 
favour of Haile Selassie (who was 
still widely revered), they contrived 
to obtain a copy of The Unknown 
Famine which they intercut with 
images of Africa’s grand old man 
. (residing at a wedding feast in the 
grounds of his palace. Retitled The 
Hidden Hunger, this film noir was 
shown round the dock on Ethiopi¬ 
an television to coincide with the day 
that they finally summoned the 
nerve to seize the Emperor himself. 

As propaganda. The Hidden 
Hunger had precisely the required 
effect. Not only the armed forces, 
but - with few exceptions - the 
peasants, the urban middle class, 
and the students gave enthusiastic 
support to a military dictatorship 
. promised to wage war on 
capitalism and imperialism and to 
liberate the to ling masses from the 
yoke of feudalism. Alongside this 
pernicious gobbledegook (which 



The author visits a food distribution centre in Ethiopia during the making of tonight’s documentary 


incorporated such choice slogans as 
“Revolutionary Motherland Or 
Death'*). The Hidden Hunger was 
a potent weapon: wheeled out at 
mass rallies ail over Ethiopia to 
reassure the “masses" that the 
new regime was indeed on the side 
of the angels. Tens of thousands of 
young people, intoxicated by the 
televisual imagery of starvation 
and the rhetoric of revolution, 
signed up for Mengistu’s cause 
and. without a second thought, 
became footsoldiers for genocide. 
Within five years the Ted terror” - 
as the slaughter was officially 
known - accounted for at least 
100,000 lives. 

My accuser may or may not be 
guilty as charged but at least he is 
still alive. When he complained 
that he had been incarcerated with¬ 
out trial for seven years-“they want 
us to die here" -1 was reminded of 
the day. 24 years ago, when 60 of the 
former Emperor’s officials were 
executed by firing squad, without 
charge or trial, simply because 
Mengistu became impatient with 
the commission of inquiry that be 
had himself set up and opted for a 
little “revolutionary justice’’ to 
speed things up. In 1998. the special 
prosecutor's office may be inept. 


arthritic and even corruptible, but 
at least it operates within a consti¬ 
tutional framework. 

Fbr my alleged part in the down¬ 
fall of the Emperor, I became - 
unwittingly - something of a local 
hero. In this guise. I was free to 
witness and record Ethiopia's 
revolutionary torment untiL in 1977. 
I could no longer restrain my 
revulsion. As a result, I was 
denounced as a traitor and declared 
persona non grata. By the time I 
was allowed back, a decade later, 
Mengistu's charnel house was. 
blessedly, about to be razed, but 
Ethiopia was economically and 
politically bankrupt 

The new government, which 
came to power in 1991. promised 
democracy and human rights for all 
The prime ministez; Meles Zenawi 
is a former guerrilla leader who is 
greatly admired in Western chan¬ 
celleries as one of the “new men" 
of Africa. But his record has been 
under intense, often critical, 
scrutiny by any number of in¬ 
ternational bodies. Under his lead¬ 
ership, Ethiopia is now a far more 
open society than it has ever been. 
Tbday. friends who had been too 
frightened to see me in the Eight¬ 
ies now speak without any con¬ 


straint and - a gratifying irony - they 
debate openly the extent to which 
the government of Meles Zenawi 
uses the power of the state to sup¬ 
press his critics. 

Similarly, the chairman of the 
commission of inquiry, whose prtk 
ceedings were so horrifically 
aborted by Mengistu's executioners 
more than two decades ago. has 
now resurrected himself as the 
Chairman of the Ethiopian Human 
Rights Council. When Professor 
Mesfin Wolde-Mariam, a brave man 
and an eminent academic, fulmi¬ 
nates against the “systematic" 
violation of human rights by the pre¬ 
sent authorities, his allegations 
cannot be ignored: he produced 
compelling evidence that extra¬ 
judicial killings, ‘'disappearances", 
torture and illegal detention still 
persist However, when be argues 
that there is now little to choose 
between Meles and Mengistu, the 
comparison seems grotesque. After 
all as I remind him, he is now 
perfectly free to make precisely 
those charges. 

A similar paradox surrounds the 
freedom of the press. Upwards of 70 
private newspapers and magazines 
are now on sale in Addis Ababa. 
Many of them are scurrilous. Some 


of them are personally abusive of 
the prime minister A few promote 
ethnic hatred and - none too 
obliquely - terrorist subversion as 
well. None of them is censored, but 
news vendors are routinely 
harassed and editors are frequent¬ 
ly detained in jail on a variety of 
trumped-up charges. Hard on the 
heels of Professor Mesfin, Amnesty 
International has joined the fray to 
condemn the government for 
suppressing the free expression of 
legitimate political dissent Clearly 
irked by this criticism. Meles 
acknowledges that there are “flaws 
and blemishes" but claims that 
Amnesty has neither the means nor 
the time “to verify- its allegations". 
This uncharacteristic show of prime 
ministerial hubris springs - I 
suspect - from deep frustration at 
the failure of Ethiopia's critics to 
place bis dilemmas in historical 
perspective and at their refusal to 
appreciate the fragility of his 
authority as he seeks to lead his 
divided country from dictatorship 
towards democracy. 

Ethiopia is culturally diverse 
and politically backward. Tradi¬ 
tionally ruled by rival warlords 
who. until very recently, imposed 
their authority with the spear and 


the rifle (mediated from time to time 
by the centre with severe military 
repression), its 60 million citizens 
are among the poorest on earth. 
They have never known freedom or 
democracy. Now, in an act of 
calculated desperation, Meles has 
tried to steer Ethiopia away from 
the persistent threat of terminal 
implosion by redrawing the consti¬ 
tutional map of the new federal state 
along ethnic lines. 

It is a high-risk strategy. 
Although his party emerged all-pow¬ 
erful from Ethiopia’s first quasi- 
democratic elections in 1995, Meles 
has started to devolve real power, 
which could easily be seized by 
rivals to destroy his survival strat¬ 
egy. As yet, Ethiopia is far from 
being a genuinely free society. 
Human rights are abused and 
democracy has yet to take roolYet, 
when the prime minister volun¬ 
teers that he looks forward to the 
day when he is removed from office 
via the ballot box and insists “either 
we have democracy or we disinte¬ 
grate", I think he means it I hope 
so: he is Ethiopia’s best bet yet 

Jonathan Dimbleby’s documen¬ 
tary An African Journey ’ unU be 
shown tonight at 20.40pm on ITV 


MIKE 

STOREY 




The leader of 
Liverpool Council 
answers reports that 
his city's population 
is set to decline 

THERE ARE lies, damned lies 
and statistics. And then there 
are statistics about Liverpool. 

| According to the Office for 
National Statistics. Liverpool's 
population is going to decline 
by 8.5 per cent over the next 
2.0 years, while thousands of 
Scousers head off to booming 
Cambridgeshire. 

Well, it is the panto season 
and pantomimes are based on 

fairy tales... 

What the Government's 
number crunchers appear to 
have done is look at trends 
over the last 20 years and as¬ 
sume the same thing is going 
to happen in the next 20. If the 
statisticians had got their 
noses out of their columns of 
figures and looked at what is 
really happening in Liverpool 
they would have seen an 
entirely different picture. 

The population exodus 
which undoubtedly happened 
during the past 30 years has 
now stopped. Some of the rea¬ 
sons for this are obvious - we 
no longer have people moving 
to new towns and the demoli¬ 
tion of old blocks is over 
But other reasons might 
not be so obvious. We are 
reversing the trend where 
people leave Liverpool to look 
for work. While huge job losses 
are being announced else¬ 
where in the country, Liver¬ 
pool has had a successful year 
in attracting industry 
At the start of the year; 
Ford announced that they 
were building the new baby 
Jaguar here, at Halewood. 
and Capital Bank. AXA Direct 
and others are also investing 
in Liverpool. 

The city centre is enjqying 
a renaissance. There is a 
vibrant night-life and fine 
sporting and cultural heritage. 
In 2007 Liverpool wfll celebrate 
its 800th birthday. We are 
confident we will do so as the 
European City of Culture. We 
have a vision of a thriving, 
optimistic city, achieved with¬ 
out the loss of population mis¬ 
guided forecasters predict 


You can’t hurry love, or the EU 


IF THERE was a prize for the most 
q^dious book title of the year; this one 
' would surely win. Anyone who even 
remembers the 1997 Treaty of Ams¬ 
terdam deserves a small prize - and 
a fortnight’s stay at tbe Europa Hotel 
in Brussels, all expenses paid, if he can 
name three treaty topics. Add the fact 
that the author is a diplomat and for¬ 
mer Eurocrat and that his work comes 
with a fulsome introduction by 
Jacques Santee the European Com¬ 
mission President (a kiss of death if 
ever there was one), and the omens 
are distinctly unpromising. 

But persevere.Wade through all the 
jargon about reflection groups, inter¬ 
governmental conferences fIGCs), 
the three “pillars" of the union, and 
-jsuch niceties as the “triangle of 
?istrtutional reform." Take this book 



TUESDAY BOOK 

ORIGINAL SIN IN A BRAVE NEW WORLD: 
AN ACCOUNT OF THE NEGOTIATION 
OF THE TREATY OF AMSTERDAM 

BY BOBBY McDONAGH. INSTITUTE OF 
EUROPEAN AFFAIRS. DUBLIN. EIRI5 


for what it is: an account of the means, 
not the ends, of the elaboration of a 
treaty, starting one pleasant June 
weekend in 1995 and ending, not a sec¬ 
ond too early for 15 exhausted heads 
of state and government at 3.35am on 
18 June 1997. 

What emerges is a fascinating 
insider’s account of how European, 
and indeed international, negotia¬ 
tions really work. Bobby McDonagh 
was a member of the Irish delegation. 


Tuesday poem 

ON THE GRASSHOPPER AND CRICKET 

BY JOHN KEATS 

The poetry of earth is never dead: 

When alJ the birds are faint with tbe hot sun. 

And hide in cooling tress, a voice will run 
From hedge to hedge about the new-mown mead; 

That is the Grasshopper’s - be takes tbe lead 
In summer luxury, - he has never done 
With his delights; for when tired out with fun 
He rests at ease beneath some pleasant weed 
The poetry of earth is ceasing never 
On a lone winter evening, when the frost 
Ha* wrought a silence; from the stove there shrills 
The Cricket’s song, in warmth increasing ever. 

And seems to one in drowsiness half lost. 

The Grasshopper's among some grassy hills. 

Our poe/ns this week come from *Field Days', on anthology 
celebrating the field and its 'partnership between humankind and 
nature', edited by Angela King and Sue Clifford (£10. inclusive, from 
Common Ground. PO Box 25309. London NW5 1ZA) 


and writes with those uncommon EU 
attributes of shrewdness, clarity and 
wit As a serving diplomat unfortu¬ 
nately he is bound by the overpolite 
conventions of his trade; those “gov¬ 
ernments" that cause trouble are not 
named. Even John Major's wrecking 
boys get a fairly decent press. 

The EU of which McDonagh writes 
is the real EU - not the evfl Continental 
juggernaut of tabloid fantasy, piloted 
by pocket Napoleons and reborn 
Hitlers. The beast is a plodding her¬ 
bivore, not a rapacious flesh-eaten The 
F-word, federalism, has vanished from 
the agenda. No member country can 
be forced by this union to do something 
against its wifi. No leader has ever 
been forced to commit political suicide 
because of a commission edict Yes, 
Europe was the issue on which 
Margaret Thatcher came to grief 
However, her assassins were the 
Tories of Westminster not the 
bureaucrats of Brussels. 

Parts of the book are for super 
aficionados only. Take this comment 
about streamlining voting methods: “It 
seemed dear, for example, that the 
decision-making mechanism for 
triggering the flexibility provisions 
would be akin to the new procedure 
under the Common Foreign and 
Security Policy, combining qualified 
majority voting with the possibility of 
exercising a veto.” Clear? But the very 
obscurity reveals a vital truth. 

Hie EU has to move at a snail's 
pace, from compromise to compro¬ 
mise, always incremental, always 
respecting the eternal verity of 
national interests. That is the original 
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The signing of the Amsterdam Treaty in 1997 


sin which dogs the building of a brave 
new world. The method is messy, 
time-consuming and horrifyingty com¬ 
plex. But there is no alternative, for 
the system otherwise simply would not 
work To use a title from the Supremes 
borowed by McDonagh: ‘‘You Can't 
Huny Love". 

Equally obviously, the system is not 
perfect First, the EU must get its 
people interested in what is dike it or 
not) the most important pooling of sov¬ 
ereignty ever undertaken by 
independent democratic countries, on 
which the future stability of our 
continent depends. Yet we remain 
mostly indifferent, our feelings about 
Europe similar to the job of soldiering: 
long periods of boredom, punctuated 
by moments of blind terror— oq more 
accurately, blind hatred. Thus the 
recent great German tax scare, 
inspired by The Sun’s “most danger¬ 
ous man in Europe" - “Fbxtrot Oskar” 
Lafontaine. 

So what can be done to liven things 
up and make Europe more compre¬ 
hensible and relevant ? Maybe a TV 
seminar by Bobby McDonagh after 
each summit might help: any Eurocrat 


who likens the huddle at the final 
negotiation to “the crowd which gath¬ 
ers around the three-card trick man 
at a racecourse" dearly has a future 
as a popularising pundit As for the 
tricksters, the 15 delegations them¬ 
selves, they should be given the tech¬ 
nology to play their hands 
electronically, registering choices by 
pressing buttons rather than by 
laborious handraising and head- 
counts. That would at least speed 
things up. as would other McDonagh 
suggestions for electronic real-time 
drafting of reports and documents, and 
for “chess-docks” to limit the time of 
each delegation's interventioa 
Even so, the Treaty of Amsterdam 
was probably unsaleable to the pub¬ 
lic at any price. It funked crucial 
decisions on institutional reform. The 
rest - on open borders, common se¬ 
curity policy and “bringing the Union 
to the Citizen” - was never going to set 
pulses racing. Another IGC wifi prob¬ 
ably be needed to fill in the gaps. If so. 
one may hope that Bobby McDonagh 
is around to chronicle h. And, this time, 
naming names. 

Rupert Cornwell 



At Eanhwatdh we. peliwe science tan save the planet. 
By fareting scientific research projecc afound the world, we 
have had many successes.'such' as helping save the last Black. 
Rhinos from extinction. 

Wty not cpme-and help usf You can: join one of (40 
research expedsjons, helping save everything from coral 
reels to Costa Rjain caterpillars. All for the price of an 
average long-bad holiday and sometimes a br less, ' 

. -This is your chance to-make a difference, and active^ 
help die planet- To find oiit ntoreisend £450 for .our 120 
colour page volunteer catalogue, caH us on 01865 311 600 
far a free information pack, or visit our award-winning, 
website at httpJfoww.ukeBrthwatch.org ’ 


. VOLUVTHklTOGKA 

3*^—..—---~~ 

Plezse dK coupon to The Earth Volunteer 
Pmgmnme. 57 Woodstock Rwd, Oxford OK? 6H). 
enclosing i cheque or PO for T-L50. or tet 01865 311 600 


Postcode. 
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George 
Van Eps 


“OF ALL the instrument’s great 
exponents, none has taken chordal- 
based playing to a higher plane - 
conceptually or technically - than 
George Van Eps, whose work as far 
back as the Forties set standards so 
high they have yet to be equalled." 

The guitarist Jim Fterguson was 
being less than generous when he 
wrote those words, because Vhn Eps, 
who began teaching guitar in 1928 
when he was 15. was already setting 
those unapproachable standards by 
the b eginning of the Thirties. 

Van Eps was a disciple of Eddie 
Lang, the man who dominated the 
field of jazz guitar until his death at 
the age of 29 in 1933. The early Thir¬ 
ties was the preserve of Lang's 
disciples Dick McDonough, Carl 
Kress and Van Eps. Then, later in 
the Thirties, came the hurricane 
pmIIpH Django Reinhardt But that’s 
another story. 

While Kress and McDonough 
stuck to Lang’s traditions. Van Eps 
was an innovator. In his head he 
heard the guitar playing extra lines 
that were not possible as the in¬ 
strument stood. So he redesigned 
the instrument with the fingerboard 
widened to include a seventh string. 

Usually referred to as a “chordal” 
player. Van Eps disliked the term 
since it consigned him to what he 
called the “chomp-chomp-chomp” 
school of guitarists. The extra sev¬ 
enth string would not only allow him 
to play bass-accompanying lines on 
the instrument, but it opened up the 
confines that the six-stringed in¬ 
strument imposed, making it for eas¬ 
ier to create a wide range of chords. 

“I wanted to spread the range, to 
have more air between the bass, 
tenor and treble lines. That way I 
could have moving voices without 
them all banging into each other 
which is no good at an," \&n Eps said. 
His new instrument allowed him to 
play the bass role behind both his 
conventional chord work and his lead 
solos. It enabled him to think “pi- 
anistically", as he described it and 
indeed he sometimes referred to his 
instrument as a “lap piano”. 


CLAUDE ROUSSEL, one of the 
founders of the Agence France- 
Presse, was not intended for a 
career in journalism. 

He was from an academic fami¬ 
ly', his father Pierre Roussel was a 
distinguished Hellenist and a mem¬ 
ber of the Institut de France. Claude 
was educated at the Lycee Louis-Ie- 
Grand in Paris and gained entry to 
the Ecole Normale Superieure. All 
was set therefore fora successful ca¬ 
reer in the academic world, but 
everything changed with the Second 
World War and the defeat of 1940. 

At the age of 21, Roussel entered 
the Resistance and was soon using 
his skills as a writer to produce 
pamphlets attacking Vichy and the 
Germans. In 1942 the Resistance or¬ 
ganised its press and created the 
Agence Information et Documen¬ 
tation, which worked closely with 
Jean Moulin’s ConseQ National de 
la Resistance. Tbe agency distributed 
information and combated Vichy 
and Nazi propaganda. It also helped 
to indicate the policies of tbe Re¬ 
sistance and was favourable to Gen¬ 
eral de Gaulle's views on the fixture. 
In spite of his youth. Roussel was put 
in charge of this organisation. 


ALLAN GRIFFITH made many 
notable contributions to global 
peace-making initiatives, particu¬ 
larly when Foreign Policy Adviser 
to the Australian prime minister 
Malcolm Fraser. He worked close¬ 
ly with Fraser throughout his eight 
years in office, from 1975 to 1983. 

On Fraser's behalf he shuttled 
between Canberra, London and 
Africa in a search for an agreed com¬ 
mon basis for ending the dvfl war 
in Rhodesia and ensuring a peace¬ 
ful transition from colonial rule to 
independent Zimbabwe. 

The attitude of Nigeria was cru¬ 
cial. During his Canberra years, 
Griffith had befriended a visiting 
Nigerian army officer; Olusegan 
Obasaqjo, later to become head of 
state. The Nigerian leader received 
Griffith when he was preparing the 
Australian position fix* Fraser to take 
at the approaching Commonwealth 
Conference at Lusaka. 

Fraser and Griffith went to Lagos 
before Lusaka. Obasanjo’s influ¬ 
ence in securing African support for 
foe Australian plan was said to have 
been a decisive factor in Margaret 
Thatcher's support for the terms of 


“They weren't just block chords,” 
said Howard Alden, his disciple and 
45 years his junior; “Every single 
sound in each chord was doing, 
something, making sense.” The two 
men recorded together five times 
from 1991 onwards and in that short 
period Van Eps achieved more ex¬ 
posure on record with Alden than he 
had during the whole of a recording 
career that had begun more than 60 
years before. No wonder he was de¬ 
scribed as “a quiet legend amongst 
jazz guitarists’’. Alden, incidentally, 


Van Eps was an 
innovator. In his 
head he heard the 
guitar playing 
extra lines, so he 
redesigned it 
to include a 
seventh string 


had by his raid-thirties made more 
recordings than Van Eps did in his 
entire career. 

If ever there was a musical fam¬ 
ily, then surety it was George Van 
Eps’s. Fred, his father; was a sound 
engineer who was a famous master 
of the ragtime banjo. He had begun 
his recording career on cylinders in 
1897and was one of the best-selling 
artists of those early days. The cli¬ 
max of his career was recording an 
LP 60 years laten 

He was a friend of George Gersh¬ 
win's and the composer was a reg¬ 
ular visitor to the Vhn Eps home. As 
well as being an expert in sound 
recording Fred had great stills in 
conventional engineering and built 
what was thought to be the small¬ 
est operating miniature steam 
railway engine. 



In August 1944, as the first up¬ 
risings took place in Paris, Roussel 
together with half a dozen armed 
men, invaded the Agence Havas on 
the Place de la Bourse and took it 
over. They needed a centre for the 
news agency that would play its part 
in the Liberation of Paris and 
France. It was in this way that the 
Agence France-Presse was created 
The man who arrived from Lon¬ 
don and Free France, via the Nor¬ 
mandy battlefields, to become the 
first President of the AFR and who 


the independence of Zimbabwe. 
These were subsequently negotiat¬ 
ed at the Lancaster House confer¬ 
ence in 1979. Griffith’s appreciation 
of Thatcher was typical of him and 
welcomed by hen 

Griffith was bulky amiable and of 
somewhat dishevelled appearance, 
which belied a brilliant and intuitive 
mind. At a Commonwealth Heads of 
Government Meeting in Singapore, 
during the Cold War period, one of 
the delegates said to an Australian 
diplomat “How (fid that Russian get 
in here?"The Australian reassured 
the questioner that the “Russian” 
was the fbreign Policy Advise' to the 
Prime Mimstec Griffith protested that 
his suit was not only not of Russian 
cut it was from Savile Row, but had 
been worn on several long flights. 

In addition to his strategic over¬ 
view of Australia's security needs in 
the Indian Ocean, because of his abil¬ 
ity to get on with people he was 
deployed in domestic issues con¬ 
cerning the then formative govern¬ 
mental policy towards Australia's 
original inhabitants, the Aborigines. 
A Queenslander himself, he defused 
a quarrel between the then touchy 


Van Eps’s mother was a pianist 
and he had three brothers who 
were also career musicians -Bobby 
a pianist with Red Nichols, Freddy, 
who played trumpet and wrote for 
Jack Teagarden’s orchestra, and 
Johnny who played tenor saxophone 
for Tommy Dorsey. George taught 
himself to play the banjo and by the 
time he was 11 was working profes¬ 
sionally. He also studied to become 
a watchmaker and learnt about en¬ 
gineering from his father. However 
a tour with Harry Reset's Junior 
Artists and a job with the Dutch Mas¬ 
ter Minstrels convinced him that his 
future lay in music. He first broad¬ 
cast as a soloist when he was 14. His 
first experience with guitar was 
when Eddie Lang lent him one. 

When he was 16 he bought his 
own guitar “I wanted to throw the 
banjo away, but I still had to cany 
it around,” he said. 

“I’d go on a job and the leader 
would look at the guitar and say, 
‘What d’ycru think you’re gonna do 
with that?’ and I'd say, Tm gonna 
play it’ Then he'd say, *We wouldn't 
be able to hear it’ So I’d tell him, ‘You 
dmt hear guitar you feel it’And he'd 
come back with, ‘We don't want to 
feel it, we wanna hear it' So I had a 
double case made and I carried them 
both around. Finally they got so they 
liked the guitar and I was told I could 
leave the banjo home." 

He joined the popular crooner 
Smith BaDew in 1929, staying for two 
years and working for the first six 
months alongside Eddie Lang as 
Ballew’s accompanists. After that 
Van Eps joined Freddie Martin, who 
had the most popular sweet dance 
band after Guy Lombardo's, from 
1931 to 1933- He began to sok) on jazz 
records in 1934, by which time he had 
joined Benny Goodman’s band, and 
he can be heard playing confident¬ 
ly with Jack Tfeagarden and Good¬ 
man on Adrian Rollini's “Somebody 
Loves Me” ofthatyear A few months 
later he soloed between Bunny 
Berigan and Teddy Wilson on Red 
Norvo’s recording of “Bug House". 

Goodman was about to move on 




*Every single sound in every chord was doing something*: Van Eps, second from left, with his 
collaborators, from left, Dave Stone (bass), Howard Alden (guitar) and Jake Hanna (drums) 


to greater things, but Van Eps left 
him to join Ray Noble's band for a 
year before moving to Hollywood in 
1936. His work as a studio musician 
there gave him security but kept him 
out of the public eye. It was at this 
time that he wrote a guitarist’s 
manual and designed the seven- 
stringed instrument 

Aftera further period with Noble 
in 1941, Vhn Eps abandoned music 
prafessianal^ (although he continued 
to practise on his instrument for nine 
hours a day as he always did when 
not working} and joined his father in 
his sound laboratory for two years. 

When the war ended Van Eps re¬ 
turned to Hollywood as a freelance 
in the film and recording studios, and 
it was here that he spent most of the 
rest of his careen He recorded an 
outstanding trio session with the pi¬ 


anist Jess Stacy in 1951 and also 
soloed on sranecfPaul WestrafsLft. 

In 1955 he had a role in the film 
Pete Kelly’s Blues hading Peggy 
Lee asa member of the fine bandied 
by (he trumpeter Dick Cathcart. He 
continued the role in the television 
series that followed in 1959. He 
made jazz albums on his own (Mel¬ 
low Guitar for Columbia in 1956) and 
with other studio musicians, no¬ 
tably in Matty Matlock’s Rampart 
Street Paraders. 

Ririher «lhwns under his own 
name followed for Capitol in the Six¬ 
ties, but serious ill-health curtailed 
his appearances at the beginning of 
the Seventies, although he appeared 
at jazz festivals until he broke three 
fingers in 1977. He toured Europe 
with the clarinettist Peanuts Hucko 
in 1986 and in 1991 made the first of 


the exquisite albums for Concord 
Jazz with Howard Alden. 

In 1993 George Van Eps came to 
England, proving with a season at 
the Pizm Express in London that he 
was still an eloquent and facile play¬ 
er in his eighties. In 1994 he made 
yds final another series of 

duets, this time with a fellow gui¬ 
tarist, Johnny Smith. He continued 
to be in demand and worked regu¬ 
larly in Orange County and Holly¬ 
wood jazz dubs until he was forced 
to cancel his bookings when he 
developed pneumonia in October. 

Steve Voce 

George Abel Van Bps, guitarist: 
born Plainfield, New Jersey 7 
August 1913; married (one 
daughter); died Newport Beach, 
California, 29 November 1998. 


Claude Roussel 


In his thorough 
modernisation of 
the AFP, 
Roussel's work 
has been 
compared to 
that of Gerald 
Long at Reuters 


was always known by the name 
that he had assumed when broad¬ 
casting in London, was Jean Marin. 
This large Breton, who was on 
friendly terms with General de 
Gaulle, took Roussel as his right- 
hand man and they worked togeth¬ 
er successfully for many years. In 
1957 the agency was given a new 
statute and became an entirely 
autonomous organisation. 

Roussel went oo a number of mis¬ 
sions abroad, including one to Scan¬ 
dinavia where he met his Swedish 


wife, Asa. During the period of the 
presidencies of General de Gaulle 
and Georges Pompidou, Roussel 
was the Secretary-General of the 
Agence France-Presse. On a num¬ 
ber of occasions news items and in¬ 
terviews diffused by the AFP led to 
controversy, notably an interview 
with the new Minister for Culture 
Maurice Druon. 

This meant that when VaJ&y 
Giscard d’Estaing became President 
of the Republic in 1974 he was de¬ 
termined to reform the AFE He ac¬ 
cused it of being under left-wing 
influences; he objected to Jean 
Marin's constant loyalty to the mem¬ 
ory of General de Gaulle. But, above 
an, he thought that an organisation 
such as the AFP should be controlled 
more directly by the state. He there¬ 
fore succeeded in getting the then 
ageing Jean Marin to retire in 1975, 
and he was resolutely opposed to 
Claude Roussel’s succeeding him. 

A crisis was inevitable and it 
took three months for it to be re¬ 
solved. Giscard d'Estaing chose as 
his candidate the then French am¬ 
bassador to Brussels. He thought 
that this would make the AFP sat¬ 
isfactorily subservient to French 


diplomacy. But newspaper editors 
were on the committee that elected 
the President of the AFP and, under 
the leadership of the editor of Le 
Monde, the case for independence 
of the agency, like the indepen¬ 
dence of the press, was imperative. 
Roussel was elected President for 
three years. 

During these years Roussel car¬ 
ried out the modernisation of the 
AFP with great thoroughness and ef¬ 
ficiency. His work in this resped; has 
been compared to that of the late 
Gerald Long at Reuters. But, in spite 
of RousseTs acknowledged success, 
his political problem remained. Gis¬ 
card d'Estaing was even more de¬ 
termined that, in 1978, Roussel 
would not have his authority re¬ 
newed for another three years. 
Roussel had the additional disad¬ 
vantage of having aroused some 
trade union discontent within AFE 

Some five days before the election 
was due, another press agency an¬ 
nounced that Roger Bouzinac had 
been designated as the new Presi¬ 
dent of AFE It must be said that it 
fe difficult to bnow the exact truth of 
what was happening in the world of 
the French press, but the directors 


of two important regional papers, 
Ouest France and Midi Libre, 
had switched their allegiance to 
Bouzinac, apparently under pres¬ 
sure from the Elysde. Roussel’s 
friends also say that he was offered 
attractive future employment 

The fact is that Roussel stepped 
down from the presidency of AFP in 
1978, and for a time was given posi¬ 
tions m the for Culture. Tbe 

Director of Le Monde publicly stat¬ 
ed flat in his view (Sscard d’Estaing's 
“princely behaviour” had been unfair 
to Roussel who soon retired to the 
South of France, to Antibes. 

I met Roussel briefly when he vis¬ 
ited the Ecole Normale Superieure 
in 1947. Rediscovering the academ¬ 
ic atmosphere he was wondering 
whether or not he had been right to 
abandon it In his retirement it is to 
be hoped that he found satisfaction 
in having played a vital role in 
creating the world’s third largest 
news agency. 

Douglas Johnson 

Claude Roussel journalist: bom 
Paris 17 February 1919; married 
(one son}; died Antibes 24 
November 1998. 
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his death enjoying a 
rareer in the opera houses of the 

States, and had also sungm 

Europe. His roles were steadily 
becoming more and more jrapor- 
his huge stati^e -he; was 
Stem tall - and large. beanOfoland 
resonant voice secured bra a 
notable triumph as Hagen in Got- 
although to own 

sweet and gentle disposition was the 
exact opposite to that of the black¬ 
hearted Hagen. 

However, despite this and rawy 
other recent successes, and a foU en¬ 
gagement book for the future. Rus- 
sell suffered from depression, and 
reacted strongly to indentsstoat.oth¬ 
ers might consider trivial. While re¬ 
hearsing the role of Raimondo m 
Lucia di Lammermoor at the Cleve- 
land Opera, he was upset by just such 
an incident, and took 80 of the pms 
intended to calm his nervous attacks. 
He was taken to hospital but two 
days later hanged himself. 

He was born Edward Russell 
White in Newark. New Jersey, in 
1952. A prize-winner in the 1985 Bal¬ 
timore Opera Competition, he was 
awarded a three-year fellowship 
with Opera Music Theatre Interna¬ 
tional New Jersey, under the su¬ 
pervision of the bass Jerome Hines 
and the conductor Henry Lewis. 
During the summer of 1986 he sang 
Stephano in the world premiere of 
Lee Hoiby’s opera The Tempest at 
Des Moines Metro Opera, where he 
also took the part of Pistol in Verdi's 
Falstaff. Engagements followed in 
Tulsa, Fbrt Worth, Lake George and 
Kansas; his repertory now included 
Lawyer Frazier in Porgy and Bess. 
the Speaker and Saras tro in The 
Magic Flute, Monterone and Spara- 
furile in Rigoletto, Timur in Turan- 
dat and LeporeHo in Don Giovanni. 

Russell first came to prominence 
in 1989, when he sang the role of 
Prince Mstivoy in a concert perfor¬ 
mance of Rimsky-Korsakov’s AIZdda 
conducted by Michael Tilson 
Thomas on National Public Radio, 
which was repeated in Pittsburgh. In 
May, Tilson Thomas gave a semi- 
staged performance of Mlada - its 
London premiere - with the London 
Symphony Orchestra at the Barbican 
Hall in which RusseQ also sang, gain¬ 
ing excellent reviews for the fine 
quality of his voice. 

Mlada was broadcast live on 
Radio 3 and a BBC television docu¬ 
mentary was made on the subject 
During the 1989/90 season Russell 
made his New York Metropolitan 
debut as the Undertaker in Porgy 
and Bess . a tiny role but neverthe¬ 
less a big step forward in his careen 

Returning to Europe, he sang 
several roles for VARA Radio in the 
Netherlands: they included Cecil in 
Donizetti’s Maria Stuarda, Prince de 
Bouillon in Cilea’s Adriana Lecou- 
vreur and a French general in>- 
Prokoviev’s War and Peace. He also 
sang Samuel in Un BaUo in 
Maschera at Nice and Alidoro in La 
Cenerentola at Antwerp. 

Russell started his association 
with Cleveland Opera as Don Fer¬ 
nando in FideUo in 1991 , returning 
as Sparafoole, which he also sang in. 
Milwaukee. In 1996 he scored his ' 
greatest success so far as Hagen in 
the so-called Grand Canyon Ring 
qycle staged by Arizona Opera at 
Flagstaff. His “huge, richly coloured 
tone” was duly commented upon, as 
well as his imposing stage presence. 

A ma g nificent future as a Wagner j 
bass seemed to open before him. 


Allan Griffith 



State Premier and Canberra con¬ 
cerning tbe preservation of the frag¬ 
ile and unique Great Barrier Reel 
As early as 1957, Griffith con¬ 
tributed to a new relationship with 
Japan. Tbe Japanese prime minis¬ 
ter Nobusuke Kishl was due to visit 
Canberra, as part of a tour of the 

region to express apology for 
Japan’s wartime aggression. Some 
ex-servicemen were angry. Griffith, 
as a war veteran himself, drafted a 
resolution of welcome on behalf of 


One delegate 
asked, ‘How did 
that Russian get 
in here?' Griffith 
said his suit was 
not Russian, but 
had been worn on 
several long flights 


the Returned Services League of 
Australia (Veterans) Canberra 
Branch acknowledging the past, 
but looking to the future. This was 
adopted. The first post-war trade 
agreement between Australia and 
Japan was signed the following year 
A Canberra Times editor des¬ 
cribed Griffith’s foreign poliqy brief¬ 
ings as being as luad as those of tbe 
Prime Minister himgp-Tf. They were 
news and not just official handouts. 
In feet, he served a succession of 


prime ministers in this capacity as he 
had a gift for conceiving fruitful ini¬ 
tiatives. Vet his origins were modest 

He was the son of a country 
butcher and grew up in the timber 
milling village of Jimna, near Bris¬ 
bane. His post-war university edu¬ 
cation in Melbourne was provided by 
the Commonwealth Rehabilitation 
Twining Scheme as he had served 
in the Royal Australian Air Fbnce, as 
a wireless operator in Papua New 
Guinea and Borneo. 

In his student years he became 
associated with Moral Re- 
Armament, and this experience 
was a thread running through His 
careen When he retired, he devot¬ 
ed two years to quiet and effective 
work at the MRA/UN Center in 
New Ybrit, where he particularly 
reached out to Papua New Guinea 
and Cambodia. He was regarded as 
being a moving spirit in the 1991 
Paris Agreement on Cambodia. This 
had earlier involved offering an out¬ 
stretched hand to France with 
whom Australia had somewhat icy 
relations, due to reaction to France's 
nuclear tests in the Pacific and her 
policy on New Caledonia. 


Also after retirement, he was in¬ 
vited by Sir Zelman Cowan, former 
Governor-General of Aust ralia, who 
had become Provost of Oriel College, 
Oxford, to pursue graduate studies 
there. He wrote a thesis on “De¬ 
mocratic Legitimation in Zimbabwe 
and Namibia”, for which he re¬ 
ceived an MLitt and the Mar¬ 
chioness of Winchester Prize. His 
book Conflict and Resolution.- peace 
budding through the ballot box, a 
comparative stucty of the peace 
process in Zimbabwe, Namibia and 
Cambodia, was published last 
month. 

This is of current relevance as he 
argues that settlements in these two 
countries accelerated the peaceful 
transition in South Africa and could 
he applied in other situations. 

Gordon wise 

Alton Thomas Griffith, civil scr- 
vant: bom Tbogodawaha, Queens¬ 
land 30 May 1922: Foreign Policy 
Adviser to the Prime Minister of 
Australia 1952-83; married 1958 
Mary Ramsay (three daughters); 
died Melbourne, Victoria 23 

November 1998. 



Huge, richly coloured tone’ 


After a very different assignment 
Pluto in Monteverdi’s Orfeo at Rain 
Louis in 1997. Russell returned tx 
Wagner singing the comic role of Da 
Land in Der Fliegende Hollander ii 
Cleveland and Ffefnei; one of the gf< 
ants in Das Rheingold, at Dallas. He 

repeated Hagen in Flagstaff then took 

on another comic role, Don Basilic 
m harbiere di Siviglia, at Austin 

The engagement to sing Rai- 
mondn in Lucia di Larnmermoor 
was as a late replacement for anothei 
Pass. He had only sung excerpts d 
the part m concert before, and ap¬ 
parently did not have time to mas¬ 
ter it completely before rehearsals 
began. Whether this feet had any rel¬ 
evance or not to the final disaster it 
is unpossible to say. 

Elizabeth Forbes 

Edward RusseU White (Edward 
Russell), bass opera and concert 
Singer bam Newark, New Jersey i 
September 1952; died Cleveland, 
Ohio 29 November 1 998. 
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Paul Leyton 




PAUL LEYTON was once described as 
'■ “one of those rare, remarkable Eng- 
■ Jb'shmen who are slightly eccentric 
1 ' without realising it and who have a ver¬ 
satility close to genius". His career 
included the building of British space 
rockets, growing snails in a disused 
swimming pool, living in a self- 
converted double-decker bus, being a 
teaches a Commander in the Royal 
Navy - senring on the world’s first air¬ 
craft carrier, where he won the DSC - 
and the UK Engineering Director of 
Black & Decker. 

From the mid-Fifties. he was Chief 
Rocket Development Engineer in 
charge of Black Knight Britain’s first 
rocket programme. He planned and im¬ 
plemented the building of the testing 
station, as well as the rocket which in 
a typically uncompromising way, he 
sited on a cliff edge towering above the 
Needles on the Isle of Wight 

First launched in 1958, at Woomera 
in Australia, Black Knight captured 
the headlines and British newspapers 
hailed the achievement as remarkable 
for costing just £50m, only to have to set 
the record straight a few days later when 
it was confirmed that the budget was 
actually a mere £5m_ 

In the late 1950s, the United States 
were struggling to make their space 
rockets work property. The fact that 
Black Knight was the first rocket of any 
nation to operate successfully on its first 
v launch and to budget led to a Daily Mail 
jfrarioon of the time showing Harold 
Macmillan, dressed as a medieval 
knight In a black suit of armour, walk¬ 
ing into a meeting of US space chiefs, 
surrounded by pictures of failed 
rocket launches, to offer his help. 

Leyton was bom in Leeds in 1914, but 
was brought up on the Isle of Wight He 
was educated at Kingswood School in 
Bath, then joined Austin Motors in 1931 
as an apprentice. He worked as a 
teacher for a few years, and during the 
Second World War served in the RAF. 
then the Air Branch of the Royal Navy. 
With the engineering experience he 
gained during his war service, he 
worked in various engineering jobs 
until in 1956 he joined Saunders Roe to 
work on the Black Knight project 
. . Encouraged by the success of Black 
bright Leyton wanted to press ahead 
and held realistic ambitions for a British 
orbital rocket but the Government were 
less eager to continue and so he resigned. 

He moved into the commercial busi¬ 
ness sector as Engineering Director of 
Black & Decker from 1959 to 1961, but 
his next step soon came when, looking 
to opt out of the rat-race, he decided to 
buy a country pub. He found a hostel¬ 
ry in Somerset called the Miners’ Arms, 
in Priddy, which gave the newspapers 
the ideal opportunity for headlines such 
as “Countdown gentlemen, please". 

. However, his new pub wasn't even a 
JftJb. but an unremarkable restaurant 
that had lost its pub licence over half a 
century earlier. Despite neither Leyton 
nor his wife having any catering train¬ 
ing or experience, the Miners’ Arms was 
soon voted one of the most interesting 
restaurants in the UK by Raymond Post- 
gate and featured in The Good Fbod 
Guide and Egon Ronay's Guide. 

Always on the lookout for the unusual, 


Leyton discovered that snails, known lo¬ 
cally in the Mendips as waltfish, bad 
been a low-cost dish on the menu of the 
local mineworkers up to a century 
earlier. Unheard of in the UK at Uie 
time, snails were domesticated and 
anglicised by Leyton with the creation 
of a snail sauce based entirely on local 
ingredients, with no garlic. 

Leyton's engineering background 
still shone through in the world of 
catering: first, with the design of an elec¬ 
tric fence to keep up to ldo.ooo snails at 
a time in a disused swimming pool: and 
then, with the introduction of the freez¬ 
ing of prepared snails and other com¬ 
plete dishes. This led to considerable 
debate in gastronomic circles at a time 
when freezing was only considered 
suitable for basic ingredients. Egon 
Ronay himself was provoked into writ¬ 
ing to The Times expressing his doubt 
over such practices whilst acknowl¬ 
edging that “Mr Leyton is a unique ex¬ 
ception. because of his scientific 
background and his individual perfec- 


c Mr Leyton is a 
unique exception / 
wrote Egon Ronay , 
‘because of his 
scientific 
background and 
his individual 
perfectionist 
attention to the 
process of cooking 
and freezing 9 


tionist attention to the process of 
cooking and freezing". 

Ftirther exploiting his technical 
knowledge, Leyton developed an insu¬ 
lated container that would keep food 
frozen for days, followed by a patented 
“Leyton Temps tick" that indicated if 
food had ever exceeded a safe temper¬ 
ature. The two inventions allowed him 
an early entry into the food mail-order 
business. 

Constantly searching for new ideas 
to introduce into the restaurant in 
1973 he started brewing his own ale and 
the Miners’ Arms became the smallest 
licensed brewery in the country. The 
growing reputation of the pub saw an 
increasing clientele which included 
Egon Ronay Delia Smith, Terry Wogan, 
Kate Adie, Malcolm MacDowefl, Anthony 
Hopkins and Lord Sieff of Brimpton. 

Leyton made a number of appear¬ 
ances on radio, as an expert on snails, 
and, shortly before he left the Miners’ 
Arms, the BBC devoted a programme 
to him under the title A Man of 
Independent Mind. 

When he retired at the age of 63, Ley- 
ton still wanted to do things bis way and 
he moved into a modern mobile home 





Leyton, a former rocket scientist designed an electric fence to keep 
up to 100,000 snails in a disused swimming pool John Timbers 


which became his and his wife's home 
for the next year whilst they toured the 
country looking up old friends and 
caring for disused National TYust 
properties on the way. 

This was a return to his lifestyle of 
almost 30 years earlier when. in 1948, 
he had purchased a double-decker bus 
and spent six months converting it into 
a mobile home. Complete with Aga for 
cooking and beating as well as hot run¬ 
ning watec the bus served as a home 
for him. his wife and their first three sons 
for almost five years and was featured 
in Picture Post 

When they had tired of travelling 
Britain in their mobile borne. Paul and 
Nancy Leyton returned to the Isle of 
Wight, where they had grown up as next- 
door neighbours. Leyton's spirit of ad¬ 
venture did not desert him even in 
retirement. They moved into a little cot¬ 
tage overlooking the Channel, with no 
mains watec electricity; gas or drainage. 
Leyton then designed and built a series 
of windmills to recharge a bank of bat¬ 
teries that served as the only means of 
power in the house. 

He served as a local councillor on the 
Isle of Wight for a number of years. 
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Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


Deaths 


BAY: The private cremation of 
Robin Ray who died on 29 
November; took place on 3 
December: donations to Martlets 
Hospice, Hove, if desired A cele¬ 
bration of Robin’s life and work 
is planned for the New Year on a 
date to be announced. 


Announcements for 
Gazette BIRTHS. MAR¬ 
RIAGES & DEATHS (Births, 
Adoptions. Marriages, 
Deaths, Memorial services. 
Wedding anniversaries. In 

f imoriam) are charged at 
50 a line (VAT extra). 

OTHER Gazette announce¬ 
ments are charged at £10 a 
line, VAT extra. 


ROYAL 

ENGAGEMENTS 


The Queen holds an Investi¬ 
ture at Buckingham Palace. 
The Duke of Edinburgh, 
Admiral of the Fleet, 
addresses the Royal College 
of Defence Studies, London 
SWi, and attends a reception 
for the White Ensign Associ¬ 
ation at Buckingham Palace: 
and, as Patron and Trustee, 
attends a reception at St 


Birthdays 

Miss Kim Basinger, actress, 
44; Sir Ralph Carr-Eliison, 
Lord-Lieutenant of Tyne and 
Wear; 73; Sir Julian Critch- 
Iey, former MR 68; Dr Susan 
Dan by, Principal, Royal 
Academy of Dancing, 54; 
Professor Sir Roger EUiott, 
physicist, 70; Mr Lucian 
Freud, painter 76; Mr 
James Galway, flautist, 59; 
Sir de Villiers Graaff, for¬ 
mer leader; South African 
United Party, 85; Mrs 
Pauline Green, MER 50; Mr 
Ian Greig, cricketer; 43; Sir 
Geoff Hurst, footballer; 57; 
Mr Stephen Jefferies, crick¬ 
eter: 41; Lord Levene of 
Portsoken, Lord Mayor of 
London, 57; Miss Jenny Lin¬ 
den, actress, 58; Mr Tterry 
McDermott, footballer, 47; 
Sir Jonathan Parker, High 
Court judge, 61; Lord Prys- 
Davies, solicitor and politi¬ 
cian, 75; Sir Stephen 
Richards, High Court judge, 
48; Sir Bernard Rix, High 
Court judge, 54; Mr Maxim- 


James's Palace for young 
people who have reached the 
Gold Standard in the Duke of 
Edinburgh's Award The 
Queen Mother unveils a 
statue of Sir Noel Coward Ed 
the Theatre Royal Drury 
Lane, London WC 2 . The 
Prince of Wales. Patron, 
Music in Country Churches, 
attends a fund-raising 
reception at Spencer House. 
London SWl. The Princess 
Royal opens the new 
Women’s Education in Budd- 


itian SchelL actor. 68; Mr 
Michael Unger, Editor Man¬ 
chester Evening News . 55; 
Mr David Verey, chief exec¬ 
utive and chairman, Lazard 
Brothers, 48; Sir William 
Wood, former Second Crown 
Estate Commissioner 82.. 


ANNIVERSARIES 

Births: Horace (Quintus 
Horatius Flaccus), Roman 
poet, 65 BC; Mary Stuart 
Queen of Scots, 1542; James 
Grover Thurbec wit and car¬ 
toonist 1894. Deaths: 
Thomas Corneille, play¬ 
wright 1709; Thomas De 
Quincey, writer, 1859; 
Gertrude JekyU, landscape 
architect 1932; Golda Meir 
(Goldie Mabovitch), Israeli 
saleswoman, 1978; John 
Winston Lennon, musician, 
shot in New York 1980. On 
this day: Pope Pius IX pro¬ 
mulgated the dogma of the 
Immaculate Conception, 
1854; Clifton Suspension 
Bridge, Bristol was opened, 


mg Centre. London SEl6; 
as Patron, the National 
Coaching Foundation, 
attends the 15th birthday cel¬ 
ebrations and launch of the 
Coaching Hall of Fame and 
Coaching Medal of Honour at 
the Cafe Royal, London Wl; 
as President British Knit¬ 
ting and Clothing Export 
Council visits Coleman 
Douglas P&arls, Drayton 
Gardens, London SW10, and 
visits Damask, New Kings 
Road, London SW6; attends 


1864; the first traffic lights 
were erected in Westminster 
London, 1868. Today is the 
Feast Day of The Immacu¬ 
late Conception, St Euchar- 
ius, St Patapius, St Romaric 
and Sophronius of Cyprus. 


Royal Victorian 
order 

A Service of the Royal Victo¬ 
rian Order will be held in St 
George's Chapel Windsor 
Castle, at Ham on Thursday 
29 April 1999. followed by a 
reception in the State Apart¬ 
ments of Windsor Castle for 
all members and medallists 
of the order attending the 
service. 

Due to the limited seating 
capacity of St George's 
Chapel tickets for the ser¬ 
vice and reception will be 
restricted to members of the 
Royal Victorian Order and 
holders of the Royal Victori¬ 
an Medal only. Please do not 
apply for tickets for spouses. 


the Library Association’s 
Royal Charter’Centenary 
celebrations at the British 
library, London NWl; and, 
as President, Save the Chil¬ 
dren Rind, attends a Festival 
of Trees Gala Dinner at the 
Natural History Museum. 
London SW7. The Duke of 
Kent presents the annual 
Torch Trophy Dust awards 
at Simpsons (Piccadilly), 
London Wl. Princess 
Alexandra. President of 
Queen Alexandra's House 


or other guests. Honorary 
members and medallists are 
not eligible to attend. 

Members of the order and 
medallists who wish to 
attend should apply for a 
ticket as soon as possible, 
and not later than Friday 12 
March 1999, clearly stating 
their name, address and 
grade within the order. They 
should also state if they 
require a parking permit 
Application should be made 
to the Registrar of the Royal 
Victorian Order. The Central 
Chancery of the Orders of 
the Knighthood. St James’s 
Palace. London SW1A1BH. 


Lectures 

Tate Gallery: Catherine 
Lever, “Three Erotic Artists: 
Matisse, Bacon and 
Duchamp", 1 pm. 

University College London, 
Gower Street London WCI: 
Professor Ken Binmore. 
“How and Why Did Fairness 
Norms Evolve?", 1.15pm. 


Association, attends a 
reception given by the 
Friends of Queen Alexan¬ 
dra’s House at Kensington 
Gore, London SW7. 


Changing of the Guard 

The Household Cavalry Mounted 
Regiment mounts the Queen's 
Life Guard at Horse Guards, 
nam: 1st Battalion Coldstream 
Guards mounts the Queen’s 
Guard, at Buckingham Palace, 
11.30am, band provided by the 
Grenadier Guards. 
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Historical notes 

ROBERT RHODES JAMES 

Brave, decent heir to 
‘a rocking throne’ 


devoting much of his time to studying, 
analysing and reporting on the rapid ero¬ 
sion of areas of the south-west coast of 
the island. He was able to devote more 
of bis time to his lifelong passion for writ¬ 
ing poetry and piano music. Much of his 
work had an amiable irreverence to it 
typified by the “Uon Song” written for 
the Marquess of Bath, a regular cus¬ 
tomer of the Miners’ Arms, which is 
today stored in the Old Library at Lon- 
gleat Leyton also helped in the initial 
design of the fencing at Longleat when i 
the lions first arrived. 1 

When in 1990 Nancy Leyton was I 
diagnosed as having Alzheimer's 
disease the couple were compelled to I 
leave their cottage, and returned to Vent- 
nor, where they had first met 70 years 
earlier , 

Julian Leyton 

Paul Henry Leyton, engineer and 
restaurateur: bom Leeds l June 1914; 
Chief Rocket Development Engineer, 
Saunders Roe 1955-59; Engineering 
Director, Black & Decker 1959-52. 
married 1939 Nancy Crmage (died 
1993; four sons »; died Ventnor, Isle of 
Wight 4 November 1998. 


IT IS how axiomatic that 
every American then alive, 
and indeed people through¬ 
out the world, can remember 
where they were and what 
they were doing when they 
heard of the assassination of 
President Kennedy. 

But my generation had 
exactly the same experience 
when they beard the an¬ 
nouncement of the death of 
King George VI on the morn¬ 
ing of 5 February 1952. As I 
discovered, my reaction of 
disbelief, followed by shock, 
was universal He was, after 
all, only 55, and, although it 
was known that he had been 
seriously ill we were wholly 
unprepared for this. So, as it 
happened, were his doctors. 

As he died over 46 years 
ago. it is not altogether sur¬ 
prising that he has been 
largely forgotten, although 
the astonishing vitality and 
longevity of his widow. Queen 
Elizabeth the Queen Mother 
provides a unique personal 
link with a man who should 
not be forgotten. 

Although my book on the 
King's political role, and that 
of his predecessors, is not a 
biography, his personality is 
obviously a major element 
in his political vicissitudes 
and achievements, and my 
respect for him increased. 

In many respects his is a 
romantic story. He suffered 
consistent Di-health as a child 

and yo ung man, having to be 

invalided out of the Navy suf¬ 
fering from a duodenal ulcer 
after having served in HMS 
Codingwood in the Battle of 


Jutland: when recovered, he 
joined the fledgling Royal Air 
Fbrce. and became a qualified 
pilot He was ill-educated, 
shy and tense, and suffered 
from an appalling stammer 
and furious temper. But, as 
his Gather noted with admi¬ 
ration, he had “guts". The 
turning-point of his life was 
his marriage to Lady Eliza¬ 
beth Bowes-Lyon; with her 
devoted help the dreadful 
stammer was mastered, al¬ 
though on public occasions 
never folly conquered. 

He took a deep interest in 
industrial matters, founded 
the famous Duke of York’s 
camps for boys from private 
and state schools, visited 
Australia, New Zealand and 
East Africa, fulfilled his pub¬ 
lic duties, and enjoyed the life 
of a countryman with his 
wife and small daughters. 

Neither he nor his wife ex¬ 
pected, or wanted, to accede 
to the throne, and certainly 
not under the bizarre cir¬ 
cumstances of December 
1986 when bis elder brother 
abdicated to marry Mrs 
Simpson, leaving the new 
King George VL in his own 
phrase, to inherit “a rocking 
throne" 

He and the Queen not only 
stabilised it but by theircon- 
duct in the war and especially 
in the terrible period of mor¬ 
tal danger ini 9464L won the 
admiration and affection of 
the British people. What was 
even more remarkable was 
that he totally lacked self- 
confidence, and his notorious 
temper could flare up over 


trivialities. But it was striking 
in the private diaries and let¬ 
ters of those who worked 
with and for him that their ad¬ 
miration for him never wa¬ 
vered. He was fundamentally 
a brave, decent and kind man 
in a world that had gone mad. 

A man who was not only 
respected but esteemed by 
such disparate people as 
Churchill Attlee, Roosevelt 
Bevin and Bevan - another 
stammer sufferer - was cer¬ 
tainly exceptional. His influ¬ 
ence became strong, and not 
least because he was so ex¬ 
ceptionally well-informed - 
much better, in fact than 
most cabinet ministers. 

But the strains of war de¬ 
stroyed his health. An at¬ 
tempt to recover it by a visit 
to Southern Africa in 1917 had 
the opposite effect By 1948he 
was seriously ill with throm¬ 
bosis which was to kill him- 
not with lung cancer, as has 
often been claimed - and 
also had to endure the loss of 
India, Burma, and Ceylon. 
But his vision of the New 
Commonwealth, espoused by 
his elder daughter and 
successor has survived. 

Churchill in his tribute to 
the lung in the Commons on 
11 February 1952described his 
demeanour in the dark days 
of 1940-41 as that of “a spirit 
undaunted". But it also fit¬ 
tingly describes his whole life. 

Sir Robert Rhodes James is 
the author of l A Spirit Un¬ 
daunted: the political role 
qf George VT (Little, Brown, 
£22.50) 


Discretion on whether 
to release psychopath 


.Post Gazette announcements to the Gazette Editor, The Independent, telephone 0171-293 2012 
(24-hour answering machine 0171-293 2011) or fax to 0171-293 2010. Please give a daytime telephone number. 


ON AN appeal pursuant to 
section 64 of the Mental 
Health (Scotland) Act 1984 
for the discharge of a patient 
subject to a restriction order; 
the provisions of section 
17U>(a)<i> and Cii> of the Act 
were relevant considera¬ 
tions for the sheriff to take 
into account when consider¬ 
ing whether the patient was 
or was not suffering from 
mental disorder of a nature 
or degree which made it 
appropriate for him to be be 
detained in hospital for med¬ 
ical treatment, but they were 
not decisive in fevour of a 
discharge. 

The House of Lords allowed 
the appeal of the Secretary of 
State for Scotland against a de¬ 
cision of the Inner House that 
the respondent's appeal for 
discharge from a state hospital 
should be allowed. 

The respondent had been 
convicted of culpable homicide 
when he was aged 17. The 
court had taken the view that 
he was suffering from a men¬ 
tal disorder within the meaning 
of the Mental Health (Scot¬ 
land) Act I960, namely mental 
deficiency, and had ordered his 
detention in a state hospital 
under s 55 of the Act The court 
had also made a restriction 
order without limit of time 
under s 60 of the Act His de¬ 
tention had subsequently been 
regulated by the provisions of 
the Mental Health (Scotland) 
Act 1984, The respondent was 
no longer suffering from men¬ 
tal deficiency: he was, howev¬ 
er; said to have a psychopathic 
personality. 

His appeal for discharge 
under section $4 of the 1984 
Act had been refused by the 
sheriff on the ground thal were 


IN A gettable quiz one 
would not posit a link bet¬ 
ween the author of Ume- 
BuridU and such movies as 
Blood Simple and Fbxgo. Eth¬ 
an Coen, their co-director 
has now published a vol¬ 
ume of stories, its Pylan- 
esque title Gates of Eden. 
Some are good, and all 
show a penchant for words 
that would be swiftly slung 
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Reid v Secretary of 
State for Scotland 

House of Lords (Lord 
Slynn of Hadley, 
Lord Lloyd of Berwick, 
Lord Hope of 
Craighead, Lord Clyde 
and Lord Hutton) 

3 December 1998 

he to be released, there would 
be a very high risk of his re¬ 
offending, and that his offend¬ 
ing would be likely to have a 
sexual connotation. 

The Lord Ordinary had re¬ 
fused his application for judicial 

review, holding thal following 
the decision of the English 
Court of Appeal in R v Canons 
Park Mental Health Review 
Tribunal exp A11994] 2 AUER 
659, it was open to a sheriff to 
refuse to order the discharge of 
a psychopathic patient even 
though his condition was no 
longer regarded as treatable. 

The Inner House had al¬ 
lowed the respondent’s re¬ 
claiming motion, holding that 
section 64 could not be treated 
as whoQy independent of the 
terms of section 17 of the Acl 
and thal accordingly, the fact 
that the psychopathic disor¬ 
der was no longer regarded as 
treatable was decisive in favour 
of a discharge. 

Matthew Clarke QC and Robert 
McCreadie (Treasury SoUcitori 
for the appellant; Graham Bril 
QC and Simon Colhns (Ba&our 
& ManscnVpr the respondent 


Lord Clyde said thal in 
considering an appeal under 
s 64 of the 1984 Acl a sheriff 
should first, so for as section 
64<ii(a) was concerned, decide 
whether at the time of the 
hearing the appellant had a 
mental disorder. If he had 
nol he was obliged to order a 
discharge. 

He should, otherwise, iden¬ 
tify the nature and degree of the 
disorder, consider the nature 
and effectiveness of any possi¬ 
ble hospital treatment, and, 
where the appellant was a psy¬ 
chopath or had a mental im¬ 
pairment whit* was not severe, 
should consider whether such 
treatment was likely to allevi¬ 
ate or prevent a deterioration 
of the condition. If satisfied 
that such treatment was not 
likely to do so, he was bound to 
grant a discharge. 

If not so satisfied, however, 
or if dealing with any other 
kind of mental disorder: he 
should consider the propriety of 
the appellant's receiving the 
medical treatment in deten¬ 
tion in hospital, and, in so doing, 
look to the nature and degree 
of the mental disorder. If he 
considered, in the light of all the 
evidence and in all the cir¬ 
cumstances, that it was not 
appropriate for the appellant to 
be detained in a hospital for 
medical treatment, he should 
discharge him. 

The circumstances which 
the sheriff might consider could 
indude the health and safety of 
the patient and the safety of 
other persons, including mem¬ 
bers of the public; that was to 
say the propriety, as distinct 
from the necessity, of his 
continued detention in hospital 
Kate O’Hanlon, 
Barrister 


WORDS 

Christopher 

Hawtree 

mucilaginous, adj. 

out at a script conference. 
Even the tiraiest multiplex 
must contain many ears 
puzzled by mucilaginous. 
It was first used fay Sir 


Thomas Browne in Pseudo- 
doacica Epidemica (1646) to 
mean slimy; and the OED’s 
last instance is an 1884 vol¬ 
ume about diseases of the 
nose and throat Coen, how¬ 
ever, uses it adroitly of a 
plate of beef stroganoff. 
Perhaps, at lunchtime today 
more promising pupils will 
use it to test their teachers 
in school canteens. 
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Waiting for 

Dobbin 

He’s not tall or rich and won’t make your head spin. 
But neither will he sleep with your best friend. Here’s 
to the real hero of Vanity Fair. By Louise France 






I t wasn’t the climactic love 
scene we’re used to in our 
Sunday night costume dra¬ 
mas. There was no Dairy- 
style skinny dipping as 
Vanity Fair drew to a close 
at the weekend. No heaving cleav¬ 
ages or clandestine games of foot¬ 
sie under the crinoline petticoats. 
After 10 long years, solid, faithful 
Dobbin got his girl and how did he 
celebrate? He wrapped Emmy in his 
arms, gave her a cuddly bear hug 
and kissed her... on the forehead. 

“TOuTl never leave me, will you?" 
said Frances Grey, who for six 
weeks managed to play the part of 
wan Amelia Sedley without once ap¬ 
pearing to visit the make-up cara¬ 
van. “HI never leave you." said 
Dobbin (aka actor Robert Glenister) 
firmly. And dear reader; as the cred¬ 
its rolled up, the nation went to bed 
more than content with the way 
events had turned out 

Fbr it isn’t often that men like 
Dobbin get to be heroes. Fbr weeks 
the newspapers have 
been fascinated by 
the real-life Becky 
Sharps: scheming 
vixens who'll do 
anything to get 
what they want 
No one was in¬ 
terested in 
Dobbin, the real 
hero of Vanity 
Fair. And no 
wonder - in 
William Make¬ 


peace Thackeray's novel, and the 
BBC adaptation, he is reliable Dob¬ 
bin, kind Dobbin, safe Dobbin. Ad¬ 
jectives which make him sound 
about as exciting as a bottle of lux¬ 
ury fabric conditioner. 

Even Andrew Davies, the man 
who adapted Vanity Fixer fbr the 
screen, was disparaging when he 
foUreri about Dobbin on Radio 4. 
“He’s hardly the kind of man you’d 
want as a dinner guest is he?” 

Fbr Dobbin and his real-fife coun¬ 
terparts are not the kind of men who 
hold forth at parties with endless 
anecdotes in which they always 
seem to emerge as the heroes. 
They do not make women's heads 
swivel as soon as they walk into a 
room. They are not. as a rule, tail, 
dark or handsome. 

But then again neither do they 
blow you out, fail to telephone when 
they said they would, or sleep with 
your best friend. 

Don't get me wrong. Dobbin men 
are not doormats. But at the same 
time they are not going to make 
• stomach do flick flacks. 
Men like Dobbin are reli¬ 
able and kind and loving 
and make great hus¬ 
bands. Unfortunately 
j as a general rule, 
women are incapable of 
discovering the de¬ 
lights of a Dobbin 
until they’ve been 
hurt a few times, 
says Julia Cole 
of Relate. 


“Scientists believe that as soon as 
flirtation starts there is a release of 
the chemical Phenyiethylamine. 
This chemical gives you the kind of 
feelings you get when you’re drunk 
- extreme pleasure, thy mouth, 
dizziness. We imagine that we cant 
be in love until we meet a man who 
gives us this feeling of being on the 
edge. Yet ultimately, these aren't the 
men who make us happy.” 

Even celebrities, veritable adren¬ 
aline junkies, are coming to appre¬ 
ciate the delights of a Dobbin. Only 
last week there were reports that 
Jerry Hall, going through daify hu¬ 
miliation as her marriage to Mick 
■T agge r looks increasingly shaky , 
has befriended property developer 
Guy DeQai OK, so he’s too rich to 
be perfect Dobbin material. But 
Dellal is hardfy a rock star and 
worldwide sex symbol, either. 

Jerry didn't meet Guy at a back- 
stage catwalk party. Rather; they 
were introducedat the Bar Mitzvah 
of a mutual friend's son five weeks 
ago (Dobbin would have approved). 
Neither is Guy your classic-looking 
hero. A good few inches off six foot, 
he is, shall we seyfoffiefy challenged. 
Friends are quoted as saying diplo¬ 
matically: “Guy is obviously veiy dif¬ 
ferent from Mck, but that is part of 
the appeal for Jerry. Looking at him 
you would not think he was in the 
same league as W5(A. But Jerry says 
it’s the other way around." What Guy 
is good at, apparent^, is listening (a 
trait of any Dobbin). Bastards are 
notoriously self-obsessed. 




A girl’s best friend is her Dobbin: Robert Glenister, the long-odds outsider who finished first 


lous. The problem is that, when 
you're used to rogue men, this kind 
of affection comes from left field." 

And how would she describe An¬ 
drew? “He makes me feel safe and 
happy," she says simply. 

Joanna met Steve six years ago. 
They were friends on and off for 
years (Dobbin relationships often 
sprin g fmm long-term friendships). 
Joanna hates the idea that their re¬ 
lationship is pigeon-holed by her 
friends. “Friends would always say 
“Oh I wish 1 had someone like Steve, 
he’s so reliable'. Which seemed to be 
damning him with faint praise. 

“The truth is that, yes, he is reli¬ 
able. But that doesn’t mean to say 
he's baring. People too often pre¬ 
sume that tbev mean the same 


Jerry could do worse than look to 
Hollywood for inspiration. Fbr years, 
Argelica Houston dated Jack Nichol¬ 
son, who in the meantime seemed 
to be dating everyone else. Now 
she’s with the sculptor Robert Gra¬ 
ham. He is not mega famous, or 
handsome, or as rich as Jack. He 
looks, if truth be told, like Fhther 
Chris tmas ' kid brother. But he 
makes Aqjelica happy - “I’m very 
settled,” she's said. “He encourages 
me with everything in my life. That 
devotion makes such a difference.” 

Even Sharon Stone has seen the 
light Earlier this year; she an¬ 
nounced her engagement to Phil 
Bronstein, a newspaper executive 
who, judging by appearances, seems 
to have all the charisma of Belgium. 


She admits the marriage came as a 
surprise: “This really is a new fife for 
me. It's nothing that I anticipated" 

Elizabeth, 31, dated rogues 
through her early twenties until 
she met Andrew, her husband Her 
prerequisites for the ideal man had 
always been: handsome, good job, 
sexy. Td always thought love meant 
having butterflies in your stomach, 
waiting by the telephone, the whole 
ghastly rollercoaster of relation¬ 
ships. When I met Andrew it was 
completely different Suddenly there 
was this man who actually seemed 
to like me, who was nice to me. 

“It came as something of a reve¬ 
lation that love didn’t have to mean 
pain. Here was tins man who was 
wooing me for once and it felt febu- 


BBC 


thing. He’s a laugh. We're good 
friends, and that's why it works." 

Joanna's point is a good one. AH 
too often we dismiss Dobbin rela¬ 
tionships fbr being safe and dull and. 
by extension, not-very-sexy. We as¬ 
sume that people who choose af¬ 
fection over adrenaline go to bed 
with no thing more exciting than a 
book and a hot water bottle. 

But says Cole, nothing could be 
further from the truth: “People pre¬ 
sume that safe stable couples have 
boring sex lives. Yet in all my years 
of counselling, it's the more sensi¬ 
ble-seeming couples who have a 
good time in bed They trust one anfj 
othen They feel secure. There isn't**? 
the game playing. The safer you feel 
the better the sex.” 


Dobbin, anyone? Jerry Hall; Guy Dalai!: Mick Jagger; Sharon Stole and Phil Bronstein; Angelica Houston and Robert Graham 

Should I stay or should I go? 

Leona has decided maths is not for her. But she’s not sure what is. By Cayte Williams 
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ITS THAT time of year a gain. People 
wander happily down the street with 
bags of tinsel or carry conifers over 
their shoulders. Yes, it's that Chris tmas 
tree moment, and it’s not passed our 
students by. But they’re doing it in their 
own way. 

Robbie explains. “There’s a desert¬ 
ed hotel near to us which has just been 
knocked down, and in its garden is an 
avenue of conifer trees. Alistair; Rosie, 
Dave and I went there with my meat 
cleaver and chopped one down and 
brought it back." They hauled the six- 
foot tree over an enormous garden wall, 
avoided onco ming police cars, and 
dragged it home in the moonlight 

Its new home is a bucket of bricks 
in the kitchen. It'll be lucky if it lasts 
until next week. Still, there is a plus 
side. “I sprayed it with half a can of fly 
killer because it had all these green¬ 
fly and spicte-s over it and I nearly kinpri 
the tree," confesses Robbie. But at least 
all those other nasties in the kitchen 
will have got Masted too. 

And it’s not exactly the best-dressed 
Christmas tree in town. “We haven’t got 
around to bujing any decorations,'’says 
Dave, “so we've just improvised with 
cans of beans, ice-cream pots, bags of 
crisps and shoes. Anything that was on 
the floor at the time, really." Martha 
Stewart would faint. 

Meanwhile, Leona is feeling a little 
cut adrift, much like tbe Christmas tree. 
After two terms of trying to stick it out 
she bas given up on her Maths and 
Management course. “I finally decid¬ 
ed to give up college a couple of weeks 
ago, because I wasn't organised 
enough to do the work. The manage¬ 
ment part of the course was fine, but 
I hadn't done maths since A level, and 
it was way tc» difficult So I got into the 
habit of not going to lectures.” 

Leona fell into that old student trap. 
You’re not at school anymore with nag¬ 
ging teachers. You’re not at work 
where if you dotft do what you’re sup- 


this student 


LIFE 



Week 7 at the 
Manchester 
STUDENT HOUSE 

posed to, you’re out on your ear. At uni¬ 
versity anything goes, as Wig as the es¬ 
says keep coming in. When it comes to 
motivation, you’re on your own. 

Her tutor and head of department 


take the rest of the year off and start 
again next autumn. “At first they were 
supportive,” she recalls, “but then I 
didn’t turn up for a few meetings so I 
think they ran out of patience. 

“Maybe Tm just not suited to being 
a student," she considers. “It's not that 
I don’t have any sense of responsibili¬ 
ty- rv® had jobs where I've always 
turned up on time and been conscien¬ 
tious. I've never had a problem there. 
It’s just being at university that has 
made me lazy.” 

Trouble is, Leona rather put the cart 
before the horse. She didn’t get the 
grades she wanted at A level, but def¬ 
initely wanted to go to Manchester Uni¬ 


versity. She had to go through clearing 
(a system which finds courses for stu¬ 
dents who didn't get the grades re¬ 
quired for their original choices) and 
was finally offered a course in Chem¬ 
istry at Manchester That didn’t work 
out, so she then got a place on Maths 
and Management 

Leona realises she’s made a mis¬ 
take. “I just chose whatever course was 
available rather than what was best fbr 
me. And I chose difficult courses. If I 
decide to try for another degree. I'm 
going to look for a good course rather 
than put the college first” And there 
are other options. “I dont even know 
if getting a degree is the right thing at 
the moment I might take a year out 
and get a job. I might even go abroad 
for a while." 

The whole trauma has made her feel 
slightly at odds with the rest of 
the house. “I feel like IVe felled because 
everyone else is working so hard on 
their essays, "she says. “This is the first 
tim e I’ve ever been in a situation 
where I don't know where I’m going" 

Hie person she turns to isTash, who 
always cones up with good suggestions 
and understands how Leona feels. 
“Everyone else says, “Why don’t you 
just go to your lectures?’,” explains 
Leona. “They can't understand what 
Fm doing Tash just listens and tries 
to give me good advice.” 

Although Leona wants to stay in 
Manchester; she's beginning to re¬ 
alise that her best bet might be to go 
back home to her little village 
nea r Coventry and start all over again. 
“Most of my friends at home have 
gone to .university," she says, “and so 
there would be nobody around.” Still, 
Leona's got some big decisions to 
make and some priorities to sift If she 
really wants to get a degree she has to 
go home, re-evaluate why she wants a 
degree and decide on a course that 
would suit hen After all, a degree is for 
life, not just for Christmas. 


THE JOYS OF MODERN LIFE 


23. ‘Star wars' by Ross Jones 


AMERICANS ARE such lucky 
bastards. I've spent most of my 
adult life envying their huge 
cups of coffee, low-priced 
electrical equipment and 24- 
hour showbiz news cable 
rhannpls , but I have never 
envied them more than I did on 
17 November Because that day, 
anyone in America who could 
take the day off work, be in line 
by 10.45am and pay $7 for entry 
to an Arab-bashing Denzel 
Washington film called The 
Siege, got to be among the first 
in the world to find out whether 
Ewan McGregor really knows 
what to do with a ligfatsabre. 

The rest of us had to work 
much harder to see the new 
Star Wars trailer - waiting 
hours for it to download, 
watching it on a piddling 
screen, not being able to hear a 
word of Yoda’s wisdom. But it 
was worth it. This is no simple 
movie trailer. After three years 
of secrecy, improbable casting 
rumours cat one point it was 
almost looking as if Brooksute 's 
Sinbad would be playing Obi- 
Wan Kenobi), leaked plots and 
silly, obviously made-up 
character names (even if Qui- 
Gon- Jinn turned out to be true), 
this felt like the first peek of 
flesh in the longest striptease of 
all time. So fan the verdict has 
been unanimous - va-va-voom! 

rd like to say that waiting for 
the new Star Wars film to 
appear makes me feel Him a 
little boy again, but it’s much 
better than that The only way I 
made it to the pictures in those 
days was by tagging along with 
my big sister, which meant that 
I saw a ton of disco-flavoured 
musicals, but very little sci-fi. 
So, I improvised. Before seeing 
Star Wiirs, Td familiarised 
myself with the plot fly 
arranging the official trading 
cards scene-by-scene along the 
garage floor. The Death Star 



C3PO and R2D2 in ’Star Wars’ 


shoot-out didn't exactly leave 
me breathless, but I got the gist 
Like most kids, I loved Star 
Wars' shameless strip-mining of 
every space cliche in the book - 
robot sidekicks, hairy aliens, 
heavy-breathing villains - but it 
wasn’t until years later that I 
came to appreciate its finer 
points. The sexy-but-incestuous 
sparks between Leia and Luke; 
the notion that an old geezer 
with an Oxbridge accent could 
take down an evil empire with 
what amounts to an elongated 
lava lamp: the scene showing an 
Imperial Storm trooper hanging 
his head on the ceiling; the feet 
that although he was making 
the coolest film of all time, 
George Lucas was the tend of 
man who made Steven 
Spielberg look like a hepcaL 
More than anything, I love 


Star Wans for proving a 
fundamental truth about 
popular culture: adults know 
nothing. The studio almost ■ 
ditched it Harrison Ford 
thought he was above it (“You 
can type this shit George," he 
told Lucas, “butyou can't say'. -.. 
it), and it is to the detriment of 
this country’s film industry that 
Lucas’s sullen British crew 

openly referred to ape-like 

Chewbacca as “the dog”. . •’ 

It was left to the scruffy little, 
idiots of my generation to see 
top magic in Star Wars. Which 
is why I get so angry when 
Ewan McGregor - a scruffy 
little idiot if ever there was o ng '- ^ 
- starts complaining about bow' 
tedious it was to play Obi-Wan . 
KenobL Ewan, you need 
remi nding of something: you're. 
such a lucky bastard. Jl 
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The diva’s not 
for spurning 

The soprano Cheryl Studer has sued Munich opera house who dropped her 
because they said her voice was damaged. What’s been going on? 

Is there more to this altercation than meets the ear? By Philipp Blom 


T he central concern of 
Weber's opera, Der 
Freisdnzts, is sureness 
of touch and the art of 
hitting the target In 
the opera, it is the pro¬ 
tagonist. Max, who is selling bis soul 
to the devil in an effort to shoot 
straight, but at the current produc¬ 
tion in Munich, it is his sweetheart 
Agathe, whose ability to hit the tar¬ 
get is in doubt 

Cheryl Studer who was engaged 
to sing the part was found by the 
management to hare severe vocal 
problems which had only become ap¬ 
parent during rehearsal. It was 
taught that her intonation was too 
-insecure for the house to take the 
risk of having her as the leading lady 
after all Now Ms Studer; whose fee 
for one performance is £ 10 . 000 , is 
suing the Bayerische Staatsoper in 
Munich, for a loss of earnings 
amounting to a total of £ 100 . 000 . in¬ 
cluding another set of cancelled en¬ 
gagements, in which she was 
supposed to sing in Die Fleder- 
maus by Johann Strauss. 

“There is a particular profession 
by now, the travelling singer." says 
Dr Roland Felber, the managing di¬ 
rector of the Bayerische Staatsop¬ 
er. who believes that Ms Studer 
has over-extended herseff Dr Fel¬ 
ber regrets the acrimonious situa¬ 
tion between the opera house and 
tf^-inget; who was an ensemble 
mtffiber of the Staatsoper in the 
early Eighties. “She has probably 


. been singing too much and we think 
that, at the moment, she is not up 
to the role. These things have hap¬ 
pened before with other singers, and 
we have always found a gracious way 
out," he comments. “I am sure we 
would have been able to find a good 
solution here as welL“ 

The decision to relegate Ms Stud¬ 
er to the reserve casl is thought to 
have been made by the manage¬ 
ment, in conjunction with the con¬ 
ductor of the production, Zubin 
Melba. It was Ms Studer herself who 


made the disagreement public, alter 
the opera had tried to settle the issue 
quietly. 

Cheryl Studer, 43, has sung ex¬ 
tensively all over the world. In this 
year alone, apart from the FYeis- 
chutz , she appeared in Wagner's Fly¬ 
ing Dutchman. Ihnnhauser, The 
Valkyrie, the Rmenkavalier . Ari¬ 
adne auf Naxos by Richard Strauss, 
and Die Fledennaus by Johann 
Strauss, as well as numerous 
redials. In the past two years, she 
also sang in works by Verdi, 
Beethoven. Mozart Strauss, Bartok, 
and Wagner. She has recorded 
works by more than 30 composers, 
ranging from Italian bel canto to 
heavy dramatic roles. 

It is only logical that such a pun¬ 


ishing schedule would take its toll on 
all but the most exceptional voices. 
The combination of the physical 
and emotional strains of continuous 
performances with those of constant 
travelling are a hazard every per¬ 
former has to take into account In 
addition to this, singers have to 
train and maintain a group of tiny 
and highly specialised muscles, 
their vocal cords, which usually 
take some time to adapt from one 
type of use, such as coloratura 
singing, to another, such as the 


heavier repertoire. Constant de¬ 
mand in opera houses and concert 
halls around the world, and the ne¬ 
cessity to plan for years ahead, pro¬ 
vide a great temptation to ignore the 
demands for rest made by the voice. 
In the case of Cheryl Studer, this life 
of constant strain is widely believed 
to have damaged her voice, a fact 
that has raised concerns before 
this incident 

The age of the travelling singer 
has had two distinct effects on the 
operatic world. From the public’s 
point of view, there is only a small 
handful of international singers 
and conductors appearing in certain 
operas, and performances can be 
very similar; whether they are held 
in Zurich. Milan, or New York. For 


the singers, this culture produces 
enormous opportunities as well as 
dangers. They can quickly gain in¬ 
ternational exposure and are liable 
to strain and ruin their voices in the 
process, singing more demanding 
roles more often than they might 
otherwise do. This has contributed 
to a string of “shooting stars" on the 
operatic scene, who appeared to 
wide acclaim, only to vanish into rel¬ 
ative obscurity after a few sea¬ 
sons. 

The case brought by Ms Studer is 
seen as a test case for possible sim¬ 
ilar disputes. With many engage¬ 
ments made years in advance, they 
can often turn out to be an expensive 
gamble on the Future state of a voice, 
especially with singers nearing the 
end of their career The case will also 
show how much power opera hous¬ 
es like Munich hare over stars like 
Cheryl Studer. and whether it is pos¬ 
sible to resist the phenomenon of the 
travelling singer, whose career choic¬ 
es and itinerary may be at variance 
with the requirements of individual 
engagements. 

Meanwhile. Ms Studer's re¬ 
placement as Agathe in the Freis- 
chutz turned out to be less than an 
unqualified success. Described as 
“not yet ready for the role" by a crit¬ 
ic, her aria “Softly sighing, day is 
dying", was a sigh too soft for the 
audience, while her more famous 
colleague transformed her absence 
from the stage into a shrill shriek 
of protest 


Cheryl Studer’s life of constant strain is widely 
believed to have damaged her voice 



Cheryl Studer’s vocal problems became apparent during rehearsals PAL 


‘HOW CAN I WORK WITH THESE PEOPLE?’: DIVAS IN DISPUTE 



SUCH WAS the sweetness of her singing that 
managements spent years swallowing hard over 
the temper tantrums of soprano Kathleen 
Battle. At the San Francisco Opera, the crew 
took to wearing T-shirts emblazoned witb the 
legend “I Survived the Battfe". Alter her years 
of arguing with conductors, storming out of 
rehearsals, and reducing fellow singers to tears, 
the managing director at the Met sacked her for 
“unprofessional actions detrimental to the 
artistic collaboration among cast members". 



ONCE HAILED as opera's real-life Romeo and 
Juliet Roberto Alagna and his wife Angela 
Gheorghiu have more recently been described 
as Bonnie and Clyde. Jonathan Miller was 
furious at Alagna's cavalier attitude to turning 
up to rehearsals. When Gheorghiu refused to' 
wear a blond wig as Micaela in the Met’s 
production of Carmen, the management 
replaced her with her understudy. When the pair 
of them wanted control of the production for 
Traviata, management replaced them both. 



JESSYE NORMAN, allegedly the world's highest 
paid soprano, has a luscious voice, a regal stage 
presence, and a rather dormant sense of 
humour. She has a reputation for meticulous 
stipulations about the non-usage of air- 
conditioning and a complete ban on smoking 
backstage at any house scheduled to employ her. 
She recently hit the headlines with her failed 
Appeals Court attempt to win damages from 
Classic CD magazine who published a remark 
about her size which she deemed defamatory. 




Ice queen without equal 


CELEBRATE the end of 
a tpo-year residency at St 
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George’s, a beautiful Waterloo 
church, whose spacious 
acoustic has made it one of the 
best recording venues in Eu¬ 
rope, the Brodskys invited a 
very special guest The news 
that the guest was to be Bjorfc 
made this the musical event of 
the year for Bristol and the 500 
seats could have been sold 10 
times oven An opportunity to 
see arguably the most inter¬ 
esting pop artist of the age in 
an intimate ball where the 
sound and the setting 
prised to flatter rather than 
degrade her gifts, was a 
chance in a million. 

That it would become a per¬ 
formance that most of the au¬ 
dience will probably count as 
the best they have ever expe¬ 
rienced was something no-one 
could have predicted- For SSjork 
with the Brodskys - who had 
previously opened for her on 


MUSIC 

THE BRODSKY QUARTET 
WITH BjdRK 

ST GEORGE S. BRANDON 
HILL. BRISTOL 

the Post tour - wasn't just 
great: her artistry was so com¬ 
plete, so deep and profound, 
that by the end you felt less like 
a punter at a gig than the wit¬ 
ness to some rare natural won¬ 
der; such as a solar eclipse. 

The string quartet opened 
brilliantly with a composition by 
Peter Scuithorpe in which the 
strings’ twittering glissandos 
echoed the calls of Australian 
birds. Then Bjork appeared, 
dressed in a white cardie over 
a long oriental dress. If an 
opening Icelandic poem 
seemed pitched at a rather lofty 
aesthetic distance, the series 
of emotional open wounds that 
followed - songs taken mainly 
from the Homogenic album - 


were viscerally direct, with the 
lyrics' unflinching autopsy of 
foiled relationships given an 
even rawer edge by the sawing 
strings of the quartet 

Though dearly nervous and 
reticent at the beginning - she 
had only encountered the 
Brodskys' arrangements that 
afternoon - Bjork quickly 
began to unwind. Both her 
voice, with the hard-won ex¬ 
pressionist effects benefiting 
from the minimal amplification, 
and her movements grew 
steadily more adventurous. 
Soon she was perched on the 
prow of the stage with her 
toes curling over the edge, as 
if to peer into the abyss her 
most personal songs so brave¬ 
ly address. From the front row, 
so dose that the fibres of her 
cardie drifted down into your 
lap, the emotional heat was 
almost unbearable. 

The second half was, if pos¬ 
sible, even more intense than 


the first, with “Anyone Who 
Had A Heart", a grandstand¬ 
ing “It’s Ob So Quiet", and an¬ 
other Icelandic poem. The 
foot that Bjork has been tour¬ 
ing with strings as well as a 
programmer concert (and the 
amplification was so minimal 
that she sang off mike with no 
evident weakening), suggest¬ 
ed that she may not quite 
have found her sympathetic 
context yet 

Whatever the future may 
hold, at 32, B|jork could easily 
become, if she wished, one of 
the world's leading “straight" 
concert attractions, for her 
poise, balance, and the poetry 
of her lyrics, are without equal 
This concert was recorded, 
and wiB hopefully surface soon. 
It needs to, for even those of us 
who were there - and the au¬ 
dience included Roni Size. 
Krust, and a couple of Por- 
tisheads - can't quite believe it 
Phil Johnson 


Driven to destruction 


THE CITIZENS'final two <non- 
seasonal) productions of 1998 
are linked by themes of coer¬ 
cion and complicity, both 
investigating the tendency of 
oppressed individuals or 
groups to act oppressively in 
their turn. Each highlights the 
wilfully blinkered vision or out¬ 
right sophistry necessary to 
perpetuate such utterly de¬ 
structive symbioses. 

The contexts in which these 
concerns are played out, how¬ 
ever, could hardly be more dif¬ 
ferent Frank Marcus’s 1965 
drama - best remembered via 
the film version, starring Beryl 
Reid - posits the imminent 
axeing of the long-running 
soap character played by a 
middle-aged lesbian actress, 
while Robert David MacDon¬ 
ald’s three-hander; originally 
written for the Citz 20 years 
ago, stages an imagined meet¬ 
ing between Hitler's and Mus¬ 
solini’s mistresses. 


Theatre 

THE KILLING OF 51STER 
GEORGE/SUMMIT 
CONFERENCE 

CITIZENS' THEATRE 
GLASGOW 


However, Eva Braun and- 
Carla Petacti are not so for re¬ 
moved from Sister George las 
the actress is generally known 
off screen as well as on). She 
responds to her imminent 
televisual demise by lashing 
out at those around hex; 
especially her younger lover 
Chiidie. As she seeks solace or 
takes retreat playing the dom- 
inatrix to Childie's girlish vic¬ 
tim, the chain-of-repression 
scenario is obvious enough - 
rather too pat to shed much 
real light on the issue, besides 
being rooted in some rather 
dated stereotypes of lesbian 
behaviour. 

A more interesting angle of 


approach, especially in our 
own era of docusoaps and 
human-zoo talk shows, would 
be George's continual blur¬ 
ring of her own and her char¬ 
acter's personality. But while 
director and designer Kenny 
Miller attempts to point up 
this dimension, editing out the 
original period references and 
putting Jerry Springer on 
George's TV at the start, again 
Marcus himself fails to delve 
sufficiently into the psycho¬ 
logical dynamics he sets out 

The four-strong cast espe¬ 
cially Anne Myatt as George 
and Ellen Sheean as her 
increasingly sinister producer; 
bring as much complexity as 
they can to their parts, 
together with a good deal of 
humour; but ultimately the play 
defies their efforts. 

The two lead characters in 
Summit Conference certain¬ 
ly don't lack in complexity, 
speaking not only in their own 


voices, but periodically in the 
guise of their respective 
lovers, parties and countries. 
MacDonald's characteristi¬ 
cally rigorous dramatic dis¬ 
quisition explores all manner 
of power-plays - personal and 
political, sexual and military - 
together with the mental and 
emotional contortions that are 
required to either justify or 
deny injustice. 

Exploiters and exploited 
both, the two women come 
across as for more than mouth¬ 
pieces for MacDonald’s moral 
philosophising, thanks equally 
to the honed suppleness of his 
language and to laser-sharp 
performances from Anthea 
Hart and Kathy Kiera Clarke, 
pitting icy elegance against 
kittenish shrewdness as. re¬ 
spectively, Braun and Petard 

Until 23 December s box office 
0141-429 0022. 

Sue Wilson 
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Return of the Old Romantics 

John O’Reilly discovers that Eighties New Romanticism was, and still is, all about broken-hearted nostalgia 


; IN ONE sense, The Big Rewind 
! Tour, comprising Culture Club, Hie 
! H uman League and ABC, sold itself 
on its sheer nostalgia appeaL And de¬ 
spite the longevity of these bands, 
! they didn't seem wasted by age. 
'■ There was ABC, fronted by the age- 
, less Martin Fry, whose image from 

• their very inception sold the idea of 
adult pop, or, to the cynic, wine-bar 
pop. There was The Human 
League’s Phil Oakey, whose close- 

: ly cropped hair emphasised in your 
imaginatio n all the more his prevr- 

• ous incarnations as an androgynous 

hairdresser. And Boy George, the 
grand dame of the evening’s panto, 
was justa plumper version of his for- 
. mersett 

But the strange thing was that, as 

' thQvcrowd sang along to ABCs 
. Of Love" and The Human 

’. League's “Mirror Man", you realised 

that the defining feature of aQ these 


bands the first time round was a pre¬ 
mature nostalgia for the past 

They all sang oflove gone wrong, 
as in songs such as “Do %u Really 
Want To Hurt Me”; “You’ve been 
talking but believe me/ if it's trueyou 
do not know/This boy loves without 
a reason/ I'm prepared to let you go.” 
They sang of lost innocence, as in 
ABC’s "All of My Heart"; “Once 
upon a time when we were friends^ 
I gave you my heart The story 
ends/ No happy ever after now 
we’re friends." And even in the ec¬ 
centric but moving lyrics of The 
Human League, of lost heroes cut 
down by an assassin in "Seconds"; 
“Outside was a happy place/ every 
face had a smile like toe golden face/ 
Fbr a second/ Your knuckles white 
as your fingers curled/ A shot was 
heard around the world.” 

In matters of style, Martin Fry 
took his haircaiL, if not his entire look. 


from Bryan Ferry, while Boy George 
went one better by aping the whole 
of Roxy Music, though tonight 
George was more reserved, wearing 
a simple black suit set off by a 
semi-religious headpiece. It is a 
trademark of George's that if his 
headgear were any bigger; it would 

As Boy George said: 
‘Here's another song 
of a bitter romance 
you all know about’ 

need planning permission. 

The fact that the audience sang 
along to so many songs underlined 
the fact that an these bands came 
of age in the debris of punk, re¬ 
inventing the three-minute pop 
single with simple pop hooks that 


grabbed the listener despite 
incomprehensible lyrics such as on 
ABC's “Look Of Love"; “If you judge 
a book by its cover/ Then You judge 
the look by its lover." These bands 
wrote love songs in a post-punk era 
that was thoroughly knowing about 
the debased vocabulary of love. 
Their songwriting marked a return 
to the ethics of Tin Pan Alley with¬ 
out ever quite believing in it And that 
is true nostalgia. But above all, the 
evening was, for many, nostalgia 
about nostalgia; Part of toe crowd of 
over 9,000 could only have experi¬ 
enced flashy, decadent. Eighties 
culture through the luxury of extra¬ 
dry Pampers. 

Like all pantomime, at the heart 
of the evening were a few parables. 
Firstly that we need cliches, espe¬ 
cially pop cliches to make sense of 
our emotional life, to feel that we are 
not alone. As Boy George said. 


introducing “Do You Realty Want *Ib 
Hurt Me": “Here’s another song 
about a bitter romance that you all 
know about." And be wasn't just re¬ 
ferring to his relationship with Jon 
Moss. Secondly, that the gender di¬ 
vide between rock and pop is break¬ 
ing down. At the NEC, there were 
as many men singing along to tales 
of tragic romance as women. 

And perhaps the biggest sur¬ 
prise of all was the audience’s 
response to Boy George, which sug¬ 
gests he has been out Of toe main¬ 
stream for too long. He is a 
showman; a trouper whose gravelly 
voice, be explained to toe crowd, was 
a result of the flu. In an evening drip¬ 
ping with nostalgia, George's appeal 
rested in the fact that he is a real star 
in an age of shallow celebrity. 

A version of this review appeared 
in later editions of yesterday's 
paper 



Boy George disguised as Roxy Music (including Eno) 
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The tree of knowledge 

, Rv Tom Lubbock 

Grinling Gibbons’s carvings are playful, sophisticated and genre-defying. Which all sounds a bit post-mo ero ^-- - — 


Gibbons's portrayals of game (above left) are more than just ornament, while his signature curls round what may be a carved tree trunk 


C uriosity is the word. 

Looking at Grinling 
Gibbons’s work, you 
want to be a TV cam¬ 
era. You want your eye 
to do something which 
the normal eye can’t do - to pan very 
closely, slowly, curiously over an un¬ 
folding landscape of detail, inquisi¬ 
tively caressing the intricate, 
involved forms of stem, leal flower, 
apples and pears, grapes and nuts, 
pea-pods and ears of corn, cherubs 
and birds, fishes, crabs, lobsters, sea- 
shells, pearls and lace. 

Curiosity was the word John 
Evelyn used, when he told in his 
diary how he'd discovered the un¬ 
known, young wood-carver at work 
in darkest Deptford. "I asked if 1 
might come in, he opnd the doore 
dvily to me, & I saw him about such 
a work, as for the curiosity of han¬ 
dling. I never in my life had'seen be¬ 
fore in all my travells." 

He meant something directly ad¬ 
miring - curiosity in the old sense 
of fine, careful workmanship. But 
visit the Grinling Gibbons show at 
the V&A, and you’ll see an art that 
can claim the word's full range of 
meaning: craft and bizarrerie and in¬ 
quisitiveness. It's a prying chisel that 
makes these feasts for prying eyes. 


Actually, this neat tale of obscure 
genius found by chance, like most 
such tales, may not be quite true. A 
lot isn’t known about Gibbons’s be¬ 
ginnings or who taught him. But for 
certain he didn’t stay obscure. When 
he died in his seventies in 1721, his 
work was everywhere, adorning all 
the grander bits of Stuart England 
- St Paul’s, Hampton Court, nu¬ 
merous churches and big houses - 
with his swags and festoons. He’s the 


When Grinling 
Gibbons died, his 
work was everywhere 
in Stuart England 


top English decorator between tbe 
gothic masons and WDliam Morris. 
His work has seldom lost its appeal 
‘‘There is no instance of a man be¬ 
fore Gibbons who gave to wood the 
loose and airy lightness of flowers, 
and chained together the various 
productions of the elements with a 
free disorder natural to each 
species,” wrote Horace Walpole, an 
18th-century fan. This is iilusin nism 
of a high order, plastic woodwork. 


\fery fine: but what keeps Gibbons 
curious, what keeps him current, is 
something else. Technique, however 
triumphant, only goes so for with us. 
We want - well almost everything 
we want now; Gibbons seems to have 
got It would be quite wrong to see 
him as a naively expert imitator of 
natural forms. He’s a sophiticate. 
He’s very conscious of his artifice. 
He is conceptually playful. He’s 
weird and sensuous and a little dis¬ 
turbing. He’s a borderline case. He 
might have been made for today. 

He's a genre-bend eg for one 
thing. You can't quite say where his 
work should fit Is It ornament? 
Ybu’d certainly want to call his very 
substantial carvings of fruit vegand 
dead game more than decor; more 
than a dinner-table centrepiece. 
Then again, most of Gibbons’s work 
consists of framing devices - “sur¬ 
rounds" and “overmantels” to give 
them they’re proper names - bor¬ 
ders that go round pictures or door¬ 
ways, or just enclose empty areas of 
wafl. But these are frames designed 
to steal any scene they hold. Pew 
paintings could compete. Free¬ 
standing frames. Stfll-life sculpture 
Can otherwise almost non-existent 
genre). There aren't realty names for 
what Gibbons makes. 


Or think about the relation of 
medium to image There’s a strik¬ 
ing contrast of coarse, soft petals 
done in crisp wood. But in another 
way there’s a neat match. It’s like 
when Bernini stands a figure on a 
rock that’s carefully carved from 
marble, or has his David hold a 
carved pebble. You might call it an 
early sort of found object, but that’s 
just what it’s not It’s a re-found ob¬ 
ject a paradoxical double, a thing 
represented in its own material 
You have this effect continually if 
sublizninalty, in Gibbons: “Vegetable 
flams made out of a vegetable medi¬ 
um," as the show’s curator; David 
Esterly, puts it And Gibbons’s 
minutely prying chisel creates a sim¬ 
ilar echo. The way it gets into and 
stresses every cut groove and ridge 
of nature - the leafs veins, the fish’s 
scales, the lobster’s joints, tbe 
strands ofa feather-persuades you 
that nature itself is curiously carved 
There's doubling, paradox, self¬ 
reflexiveness all over. You find Gib¬ 
bons sculpting representations of 
already sculpted things dike medal- 
lions). You find wood-carving, indeed, 
that represents.woodcarving (mu¬ 
sical instruments like recorders). 
You find a natural raw material 
carved alongside its man-made ver¬ 


sion (eg a bird and a quill pen). Fbr- 
thenvou find natural forms carved 
alongside man-made things that 
imitate those natural forms (eg 
flowers and lace with a floral pat¬ 
tern). Curiouser and curiouser. 

The Cosmo panel, a free stand¬ 
ing trophy-piece, a gjft from the Stu¬ 
arts to the Florentine court, is 
Gibbons’s masterwork. Its duster of 
natural and man-made images is a 
busy network of cross-reference 
and self-reference. All the effects just 
mentioned are used - and then 
elaborated. The bird and quill are 
picked up by the feathered flights of 
a bundi of arrows - whose shafts are 
wood. Meanwhile. leafy twigs are 
echoed by coronets, whose crenel- 
la tions imitate leaf-shapes. 

The recorders are a clear case of 
woodcarving wood carved, but 
they’re also distant inheritors of a 
natural form, the primitive reed 
pipe. There’s a book of sheet-music, 
paper carved in wood (get it?). Fi¬ 
nally, Gibbons's own signature is set 
on a carved ribbon which furls 
round what may be a carved tree- 
trunk, or maybe - the coup de 
grdee, it would be - a carved chis¬ 
el: his raw material or his tool? 

These associations aren’t just 
performed on a conceptual level 


either Gibbons’s involved forms be¬ 
come to the eye strange hybrid 
growths. Wood isn’t a neutral medi¬ 
um, as marble is. You notice it and 
its grain, and it bonds together 
whatever^ fashioned in it. And Gib¬ 
bons's structures are quasi-organic, 
so that different things seem to be 
growing in a single bunch. Species 
crossbreed. Animal vegetable, min¬ 
eral organic and man-made are 
grafted together Thesheerexcess 

Gibbon's prying 
chisel stresses every 
cut, groove and ridge 
of nature 

and press of matter, interleaved 
and intertwined, fuses the disparate 
elements into symbiotic composites. 

On on the other hand, come off it! 
This description makes Gibbons 
sound like he should be up the 
Turner Prize, for heaven’s sake. 
Cant be right surety? Can’t it? Fbr 
if you think all these points of cu¬ 
riosity are evident anchronisms, a 
wilful post-modernisation of an hon¬ 
est old English craftsman, and very 


far from anything his contemporl 
raries could have thought, Britfc 
again. It may be that the onty 
anachronism is our confidenoe/' * 
our values are unprecedentdj 

Actually, these points werel—,... 
alive in Gibbons’s culture. Take the: 
poet Andrew Marvel about30yem$f 
his senior His work is lull ofjustsoch 
self-conscious doublings and tfeK 
flexiveness. Art is mixed with nature' 
Things are compared to themselves;: 
An eye is likened to a tear; bodte£ 
stand fettered in feet and mahaida| 
in hands. There’s sensuous profit: 
sion. and confusion, and things cattr ? 
ing alive. 

Much of Gibbons work might a$?, 
most be an illustration to Maryeffk. 
The Garden, where: 


The Luscious Clusters of fte.l _ 

Upon my Mouth do crush 

_ „ 

The Nectarine and curious 
Into my hands themselves do fS?cV 
readL^t 

■. r’ci: 

Curious, again __ 

strange, inquisitive. These are tb*| 
veiy words. ;'.'s: 

Grinling Gibbons and ^ 

Carving: V&A, South Kensmgta£& 
London SW7; to 24 Jan 'M 


The independent Collector 

JOHN WINDSOR'S GUIDE TO COLLECTING CONTEMPORARY ART: PATRICK CAULFIELD 


Patrick Caulfield’s ‘Wine Bar’, 1983 


PATRICK CAULFIELD’S big, 
bright barren-looking paintings 
of interiors are being strongly 
recommended by corporate art 
consultants. Curators of 
company art collections reach 
for their cheque books when the 
name of this 62 -year-old artist is 
whispered in the same breath as 
those of his more famous 
contemporaries, the Pop artists 
Hockney, Blake and Jones. 

They note that his paintings 
look “modern” but not too 
modern, and are interested to 
hear that the Hayward Gallery, in 
collaboration with The British 
Council has just announced a 
big show of his work, in 
February, which is bound to 
increase his prices. 

In fact Caulfield has always 
distanced himself from Fop art 
Although he uses Lichstenstein- 
like black outlines, be eschews 
the garish commercial and 


advertising imagery that was the 
stock-in-trade of the Young 
Contemporaries he rubbed 
shoulders with at the RCA in tbe 
early Sixties. 

The difference between 
Caulfield's art and Pop art is 
that instead of rep reducing 
obvious, high-impact images, 
such as the Campbell's soup can, 
he chooses images that are less 
familiar - such as the decorat iv e 
features ofa wine bar - but that 
are, nevertheless, part of the 
furniture of everyone’s brain. 

I asked Him whether his 
paintings celebrated the banality 
of the man-made environment 
or deplored it "Neither," he said. 
“I am merely creating something 
from my memory. And once I 
start creating something, I start 
to feel more and more affection 
towards it My interiors are 
imaginary, and I begin to warm 
towards them in terms of ideas. 


feelings, qualities of some kind.” 

Take his Wine Bar, for 
example, shown here, painted in 
1983. It is ghastly. Or, rather, 
most wine bars are ghastly. 
Caulfield’s painting of an 
imaginary one is not He has 
observed, selected and 
represented those most wine 
bar-like features that stick in the 
memory of anyone who has ever 
set foot in one: the pair of wine 
barrets, displayed theatrically, 
out of reach. The classy, period- 
style mahogany cornice with 
concealed lighting, upon which is 
propped a framed old print also 
out of reach, indecipherable in 
the gloom, and probably never 
dusted. Caulfield dipped his 
hands in black paint and 
smeared something in the print’s 
frame, to make the point 
“Things look like that when 
you’ve had a few in a wine bar." 
he says. 


You could sit a little tipsy, in a 
wine bar, and gaze at the word 
“Quiche" on the blackboard 
(Bruce Fteirstein’s Real Men 
Don’t Bat Quiche was published 
in 1982) - or the aloe-like 
mother’s tongue plant which will 
surety become extinct the day 
that wine bars become extinct 
They are all Campbell’s soup 
cans of a sort The difference is 
that we, and not the advertising 
industry, have embedded them in 
our brains - Caulfield has chosen 
to remind us that they are there. 

The globes of light around the 
(unseen) candles in the Chianti 
bottles are objectified as solid 
elements of space. Perhaps the 1 
bar’s designers Intended 
something of the sort But they 
would not have bargained for 
Caulfield’s globe of black light 
He explains: “Matisse used that 
device to create the feeling of 
light that is not there.” 


All the imaginary iconic 
elements, minimally stated, are 
integrated into a composition 
that is Caulfield’s own. 

Wine Bar is a massive 5ft by J 
8ft painting that adorns the 4 
apartment of a New York lawyer;^ 
who says he would not part with ’ 
it for even £500,000 

Caulfield’s paintings are very : r : 
rarely seen at auction, but the 
£8,625 paid at Christie’s last 
fnonthfor his 30in by 24in ‘Pipe . 
and Blind' of1990, is indicative - 
of his rise in value - five years 
ago Sotheby’s sold hiscomptex 1 . 
21m by 30in‘Glazed 
Earthenware’jar a mere £1,495-. 
Uis dealer, Waddington (0171-43? 
861 H,is offering Caulfield oils . 

Jar between £ 8 , 000 , jura .- 

comparably sized simple image 
Pipe and Jvg> of1973 and 
£73,000for an early work ofI964, 
his 36m by 84in PzrfumeJar’ 
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Spinal manipulation, by chiropractors and osteopaths, is growing in popularity - but its effectiven ess is disputed, and 
how exactly is it supposed to work? Professor Edzard Ernst concludes our series on complementary treatments 

Have you got the backbone? 


A QUESTION 
OF HEALTH 
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B one-setters have been 
practising in Europe 
for millennia. More 
recently, two distinct 
North American 
schools have evolved 
and have been subsequently re¬ 
imported to Europe: chiropractic 
and osteopathy. They collectively 
represent the most popular of all 
complementary therapies in the UK 
They are. of course, notidentical but 
share enough common ground to be 
summarised as spinal manipulation. 

What is it? 

■ In the words of a therapist, spinal 
manipulation “is a skilled passive 
movement to a joint or spinal motion 
segment, either within or beyond its 
active range of motion''. 

Both chiropractors and 
osteopaths used to insist that the 
cause of practically all illness and dis¬ 
ease lay in the malfunction of the 
spine and other joints of the body. 
Even today, the belief is that some 
“malalignment" or -subluxation'* of 
the vertebral column is at the root of 
many health problems, most promi¬ 
nently back pain. Tiu's basic as¬ 
sumption is still the source of much 
controversy. On one side, propo¬ 
nents are keen to show evidence sug¬ 
gesting that spinal malalignment 
exists with back problems. On the 
other, opponents are adamant that 
these have no clinical relevance and 
can be demonstrated in many indi¬ 
viduals who do not have bade pain. 

What happens during therapy? 

■ Responsible therapists would take 
a detailed history and carry out a 
thorough physical examination fo¬ 
cused on the spine, \fery often. X-rays 
of the spine represent the next step. 
Eventually a diagnosis would be es¬ 
tablished; it may, however, not be as 
reliable as one would hope: one pa¬ 
tient sent to five different chiro¬ 
practors got five different diagnoses. 

The main aim of the therapy is 
usually to manually re-adjust 
“malalignments" or “subluxations" 
of spinal joints, and to restore proper 
joint function. Various methods are 
used for this purpose. Osteopaths fre¬ 
quently restrict their treatment to 
gentle mobilisation techniques, while 
chiropractors use more forceful ma¬ 
nipulations - “high velocity thrusts". 

During treatment, the patient 
would normah>’ lie on a treatment 
bench and the therapist would use 
her hands for manipulations and 
mobilisations. T?ie treatment itself is 
not normally painful, but the patient 


may hear a somewhat disturbing 
cracking noise from their back. Chi¬ 
ropractors and osteopaths also tend 
to employ treatments “borrowed" 
from other therapies. These range 
from massage to dietary advice. 

Few British doctors practice 
spinal manipulation. The chiroprac¬ 
tors' and osteopaths' professions 
are in the process of acquiring statu¬ 
tory regulation. Physiotherapists, 
who have been properly regulated for 
a long time, may also practice spinal 
manipulation. The consumer can 
therefore be confident that therapists 
are adequately trained. 

Usually-treatment needs to be 
repeated, and about 20 sessions, 
each taking 15-10 minutes, would 
normally constitute a full series. On 
average, UK chiropractors charge 
£39 for-a first visit and £22 for a fol¬ 
low-up. while for osteopaths these 
figures amount to £20 and £18.50, 

What is it for? 

■ By Ear the most important indica¬ 
tion is back pain (followed by neck 
pain). Proponents claim that chiro¬ 
practic and osteopathy are helpful for 
many other conditions (see Box I). 

Because of the huge sums of 
money at stake, the big issue is 
whether or not spinal manipulation 
is effective for back pain. In 1992, an 
influential US medical journal pub¬ 
lished a systematic review, appar¬ 
ently showing that the evidence was 
positive for acute uncomplicated 
low-back pain; for other types of 
back pain it was not compelling. 
This article eventually led to the in¬ 
tegration of chiropractic into the 
guidelines of several countries (in¬ 
cluding tiie UK) of how acute back 
pain should be treated. Much doubt 
has since been cast on this notion. 

- A critically important new study 
convincingly shows that patients 
with acute low-back pain, who have 
received either a series of chiro¬ 
practic manipulations or physio¬ 
therapy, or nortreatment at ail, 
experience roughly the same out¬ 
come Onfy the total heaitiicare costs 
were remarkably different in the two 
years that followed, they were about 
three times higherfor the former two 
groups compared to the latter group. 

Chiropractors often cite the trial 
of the UK Medical Research Coun¬ 
cil in defence. They say it favoured 
chiropractic over physiotherapy. This 
trial, however is much misinter¬ 
preted as both its treatment groups 
received spinal manipulation. 

Many therapists claim that spinal 
manipulation will also prevent further 


back problems. Considering the huge 
economic burden which back pain 
represents to society, this is a 
testable hypothesis of some impor¬ 
tance. The unfortunate, yet undeni¬ 
able, fact is that, so for, it has not been 
properly tested. 

So the bard evidence for or against 
the efficacy of spinal manipulation far 
back pain is still highly inconclusive. 
But this does not mean it is proven 
to be ineffective. We need more and 
better trials to make sure. 

What are the potential risks? 

■ Manipulation of the upper spine 
can damage blood vessels which 
run up this part of the spine and sup¬ 
ply the brain with vitai oxygen. If this 
happens, a stroke or even death en¬ 
sues. Fbrcefol manipulation can also 
cause a spinal fracture in patients 
with brittle bones. This, in turn, can 
leave the patient paralysed. Such 
complications seem to be extremely 
rare, but no convincing data exist to 
demonstrate exactly how often this, 
or other serious side-effects, happen. 
Two Scandinavian studies of high 
quality agree that mild transient un¬ 
wanted side-effects occur in about 
half of all patients (see Box 2). 

Chiropractic is also associated 
with much neglected but potentially 
important indirect risks (see Box2). 
Chiropractors make liberal use of X- 
rays. Critics argue that tins does not 
meaningfully contribute to the diag¬ 
nosis, causes unnecessary expense, 
and can harm patients. 

Conclusion 

■ Spinal manipulation therapies 
are complementary treatments, 
mostly used to treat back pain. 
Research has not shown whether 
they do more good than harm. 

Addresses of some professional 
organisations: British Chiropractic 
Association. 29 Whitley Street, Read¬ 
ing RG2 OEG; General Council & 
Register of Osteopaths. 56 London 
Street, Raiding. RGl 4SQ. Further 
reading: Murtogh J.KermaC. Back 
Pain mid Spinal Manipulation'. But- 
tenoorth Heinemann, 1997. 

This is the last part in the series. 
Here are some recommended books 
for lay people, covering all comple¬ 
mentary medicine: Cassileth B 
RfThe/dtemative Medicine Hand¬ 
book’, W W Norton New York 1997; 
Fugh-Berman A ‘Alternative Medi¬ 
cine: What Works’. Odonian Press, 
Tucson, Arizona 1996; Ernst E (EdJ. 
‘The Complete Book of Symptoms 
and Treatment*. Element, 1998 
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Side-effects and risks of 

■ paralysis 

Some conditions 

■ migraine 


spinal manipulation: 

■ stroke 

claimed to respond to 

■ neck pain 


Sidecffects 

Indirect risks 

spinal manipulation 
therapies: 

■ pulmonary disease 

■ ulcers 


■ distant pain 

■delaying or hindering 

■ vertigo 


■ dizziness 

access to conventional 

■ asthma 



■ fatigue 

treatment 

■ bedwetting 

Trial data exists, but 


■ headache 

■ over-use ofX-rays 

■ bronchitis 

is inconclusive. 


■ local pain 

■ headache 

In some studies. 


■ nausea 

Individuals with 

■ hypertension 

chiropractic was 



osteoporosis are 

■ intestinal colics 

shown to be no more 


Complications 

particularly at risk of 

■ menstrual 

effective than a 

& 

■ bone fracture 

bone fracture 

problems 

dummy treatment 




dr Fred Kavalier 
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WHAT IS the statistical 
risk of contracting HIV 
infection after 
unprotected vaginal 
intercourse with an HIV- 
infected partner? 

The risk of being infected 
by the HIV virus following 
one episode of 
unprotected vaginal 
intercourse with an 
infected partner is 
extremely difficult to 
predict with estimates 
ranging from between 0.1 
percent cl in 1.000) and 20 
per cent <i in 5'. The risk 
is higher following ana) 
intercourse between male 
partners. This raises the 
question of whether 
someone who is exposed 
„ to the risk of HIV infection 
| should be given anti-HTV 
drugs, in the hope of 
preventing an infection 
developing. Health 
workers who accidentally’ 
prick themselves with 
needles that are 
potentially infected with 
HIV are recommended to 
have a month’s treatment, 
with a cocktail of drugs, in 
order to reduce their risk 
of becoming infected. It is 
possible that this same 
cocktail may reduce the 
risk of infection for 
someone who has been 
exposed to HIV through 
sexual contact. You could 
think of this as the HIV 
equivalent of the “morning 
after pill". A big 
difference, however is that 
treatment consists of two 
or three powerful drugs 
that must be taken for a 
month, starting within 
hours of exposure. Seek 
urgent advice from an 
STD clinic if you think you 
may have been exposed to 
HTV infection. 

IS IT possible to catch 
genital herpes from 
someone who has cold 
sores around the mouth? 
There are two related 
herpes simplex viruses - 
HSV-l and HSV-2. HSV-l is 
the virus that usually 
causes cold sores around 
the mouth, and HSV-2 
usually causes genital 
herpes, but either form 
can infect either area of 
the body, so it is possible 
to catch genital herpes 
from cold sores. 

Please send questions to 
A Question of Health, ■'The 
Independent’, l Canada 
Square. Canary Wharf. 
London EU5DL; fax 0171- 
293 2182; or e-mail to 
health($independent.co.yk 
- Dr Kavalier cannot 
respond personally 


Even the gentlest shake can kill 

When babies ciy, some adults shake them. They might as well drop them head first on the floor. By Ed Walker 


‘V 


THERE ARE many things that 
put infan ts’ lives at risk, such 
as congenital abnormalities, 
infection, or childhood cancer. 
Now there might be one more 
to add to the lik: crying. 

In a recent survey in Holland 
of2,000 two-month-olds, moth¬ 
ers were asked what methods 
they used to soothe an incon¬ 
solable child. While most used 
traditional remedies such as 
rocking or a pacifier, 8 percent 
admitted to slapping or shak¬ 
ing their child. 

The dangers of shaking an 
infant were discussed in the 
(rial of Louise Woodward, and 
here a registered childminder 
was convicted of the murder of 
a toddier in July, allegedly by 
shaking him. 50,000 cases of 
“Shaken Baby Syndrome” 
occur in the United States 
every year; one in four result¬ 
ing in a fatality. 

The controversy starts even 
with the name. Some doctors 
claim it should be called the 
“Shaken-Impact Syndrome”, 
as in laboratory experiments it 
is impossible to reproduce the 
forces needed to cause the 
damag e observed in real life, 
without striking the dummy’s 


bead on a hard surface. Others 
say these experiments are too 
simplistic, and ignore the flu¬ 
idity of brain tissue in living 
babies. They ate the example 
of a “snowstorm" paperweight 
Hitting it with a hammer may 
impart the maximum force, 
but shaking it gently a few 
times is what reafly gets things 
swirling about chaotically. 

The principal train injury 
caused by shaking is a “sub- 
dural haemorrhage”, caused by 
the tearing of small veins inside 
the skuH Blood leaks into the 
subdural space, the dura being 
the outermost of the three lay¬ 
ers of meninges, the mem¬ 
branes that cover the brain. 
Small bleeds may have very 
vague consequences, like poor 
feeding, vomiting or lethargy. 
Bigger ones compress Ehe 
brain, and can be fatal; most 
non-fatal bleeds result in long¬ 
term disability. In the British 
Medical Journal last week, a 
team from the South West 
examined 33 cases of subdur¬ 
al haemorrhages flat occurred 
in their area from 1993 to 1995. 
AD were in children under two 
years of age. “In retrospect" 
the authors say, “27 cases (82 
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When a baby cries, be patient and gentle Nicola Kortz 


per cent) were highly sugges¬ 
tive of abuse." An alternate 
view was expressed in an edi¬ 
torial in a rival medical journal, 
The Lancet, in August. There 
it was suggested that recent 
publicised cases “should not 
lead to the premature 


diagnosis of ‘shaken baby syn¬ 
drome’ Two experts in the 
field responded to this editorial 
by saying it was “singularly un¬ 
helpful, [and] misrepresented 
current Mmfaal thinking". 

Despite these striking dif¬ 
ferences amongst the experts. 


there:are some things about 
Which'everyone is in agree¬ 
ment. Pirstty shakingchildren 
cannot be regarded as a safe 
flung to do. Do anything with 
cMdrcir&alcry excessively - 
tunrtn aane music, take them 
out in the pram or car cuddle 
fhem;pu&&em in their cots and 
go into afeoCber recto - but 
never shake them. “Excessive 
crying" has been defined as 
ctytiigfor m®e than three out 
of 24 houreKOnejesearcher put 
it moresiini^’‘ftn infant cries 
excessively when the parents 
state if cries a lot" 

' The combination of a head 
relatwetyhig for its body weak 
neck muscles, and-a pliable, 
moMe brain means that an in¬ 
fant withstands shaking far 
less wdllhan an adult 
Another thing everyone 
agrees on- is that subdural 
haemorrhage is not enough 
on its own to establish a ding- 
,nos& of chfifl abuse. Some chil¬ 
dren With Wider'than usual 
subdursa spaces can bleed into 
Stem after worryingty trivial 
falls: Buta subdural haemor¬ 
rhage should alert doctors to 
look for other signs of abuse, 
iiameiy small fractures in the 


growth plates of other bones, 
fractures elsewhere of different 
ages, indicating abase over 3 
period of time, and the 
strongest sign that shaking or 
abuse was the true cause of the 
injury-bleeding mto the mem¬ 
brane at the backof the eyeball;, 
retinal haemorrhages. 

The combination of subdur¬ 
al with retinal haemorrhages, 
along with X-r^y signs of other 
injuries, is enough to confirm 
child abuse in the minds of 
most paediatricians. According 
to the BMJ study, which bene¬ 
fited from hindsight, physical 
abuse was very mnch under- di¬ 
agnosed at die time in the 
group of children they studied. 
Opportunities to intervene and 
prevent further abuse were 
therefore missed. 

The finer points of tbe mech¬ 
anisms, pathology and nomen¬ 
clature of Shaken Baby 
Syndrome will be debated for 
some time yet. Buta vigorous 
shaking can do as much dam¬ 
age as dropping a child head 
first on to a concrete floor - 
something that all parents and 
those in charge of children 
should bear in mind, preferably 
before they end up in court 
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A killer 
of a 
holiday 

The advice for tourists at risk of 


malaria is simple: keep taking the 


tablets. By Roger Dobson 

S ophie Marmol’s month- ate varies with the area being vis: 

long stay in tropical ed and with the prescribing docU 
Gambia should have Although there is a risk of sic 
been the perfect break, effects and the drugs do not give U 
Instead she ended up per cent protection, one estimate 
spending five days in that, in theUK, theuseafmefloquij 


S ophie Marmol's month¬ 
long stay in tropical 
Gambia should have 
been the perfect break. 
Instead she ended up 
spending five days in 
hospital back in London, being 
treated for malaria after getting the 
disease when she stopped taking her 
antimalari a medication. 

Malaria is now being brought 
back by increasing numbers of 
people returning from long-haul 
holidays in Africa, South America 
and South-east Asia, and doctors 
suspect that in many cases, people 
have stopped taking prescribed 
medication either because of side- 
effects or the fears of them. 

And with more than 250,000 
people going on long-haul holidays 
this Christmas, there are fears that 
there may be a record number of 
cases of the disease. In the last year; 
10 people in Britain have died of 
malaria, and over 2,000 cases have 
been reported, double the number 
that was treated 20 years ago. 

Malaria is a disease caused by a 
parasite in the red blood cells that 
is passed on by a bite from an 
infected mosquito. Classic symp¬ 
toms are periodic attacks of chills 
and fever, but it can also produce 
fatal complications, affecting the 
livei; kidneys and brain. It is one of 
the world's biggest health prob¬ 
lems, with 500 million cases a year 
and 2.7 milli on deaths. 

It is endemic in many areas. The 
first line of defence is to prevent 
mosquitoes from biting by using 
repellents and mosquito nets. But for 
most people, protection will come 
from using one of four different 
antimalaria drugs: mefloquine, 
chloroquine, proguauiil or matoprim. 
Which particular drug is appropri¬ 


ate varies with the area being visit¬ 
ed and with the prescribing doctor 

Although there is a risk of side 
effects and the drugs do not give 100 
per cent protection, one estimate is 
♦hat , in the UK, the use of mefloquine 
alone prevents around 3,000 cases 
of malaria a year saving 11 lives and 
f*9?m in hospital treatment costs. 

Although in most cases any side 
effects are relatively minor com¬ 
pared to the potential effects of the 
disease itself-ranging from nausea 
’ and dizziness to panic attacks 
and mouth ulcers - doctors are 
increasingly concerned that people 
are not taking the drugs because of 
adverse publicity. 

“Antimalaria drugs have a bad 
name which, on the whole, is unde¬ 
served, and I believe it has a big 
impact on the use of them and on the 
protection people are getting. Peo¬ 
ple need to take professional advice, 
see their GP or go to a travel clin¬ 
ic," says Dr Ronald Behrens, con¬ 
sultant in travel medicine at 
the Hospital for Uropical Diseases 
in London. 

The concern is supported by 
evidence from an audit of patients 
at his hospital, reported in the 
British Medical Journal, which 
found that 80 per cent had either not 
taken antimalaria drugs or had not 
taken them properly. In some cases 
they had been given the wrong 
medical advice because of confusion 
over antimalaria medication. 

A 50-year-old woman who was 
admitted to the hospital with liver 
failure and haemorrhaging had 
been told by a GP practice nurse that 
antimalaria drugs had too many side 
effects. Instead she had opted for a 
homoeopathic solution which failed 
to protect hen 

A 55-year-old man, admitted on 



500 million malaria cases a year in the world, all transmitted by mosquitoes, result in 2.7 million deaths 
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Christmas Eve last yeaq contract¬ 
ed malaria after his own doctor ad¬ 
vised he stop talcing the antimalaria 
drugs while he was in Nigeria. He 
developed malaria and liver Mure. 
A 37-year-old woman who was 
treated for fever jaundice, shock and 
a reduced level of consciousness had 
derided not to take her medicatioti 
when she went to the Sudan. 

Sophie Marmol developed mala¬ 
ria while in the Gambia: “I had blood 
tests there, and then came back and 
was sick. I had further tests and they 
found I had malaria. I had treatment 
with quinine and I was kept in for five 
days,” she says. 

“My mistake was that I stopped 
taking my antimalaria drugs. If I 
hadn’t stopped I wouldn't have got 
malaria, it’s as simple as that X 
stopped because I was getting 
diarrhoea, hut after my experience 
my advice to everyone is to take anti¬ 
malaria drugs.” 

According to the Hospital for 
Tropical Diseases, one of the prob¬ 


lems is that reports about side- 
effects of an ti malar ia drugs have 
confused and alarmed people. 

“Cases of malaria occurring over 
the Christmas holidays make it 
clear that some travellers are not 
getting balanced, dearly presented 


the Australians, the Brits and the 
Americans all find that they are tak¬ 
ing different medication. Then they 
come to the conclusion that doctors 
don't know what they are talking 
about, they stop taking the drug, and 
then they die. 


A 55-year-old man contracted malaria after 
his own doctor advised him to stop taking 
antimalaria drugs while he was in Nigeria 


information about anti- malaria 
drugs," they say in their BMJ report 

But there is also a gung-ho 
attitude to taking antimalaria drugs, 
according to Dr Steve Gillespie, 
reader in microbiology at the Royal 
Free Hospital, London. 

“Lots of people go off on safari, 
they all meet up in the bar and 


“People must be aware that 
malaria can kilL I would never 
dream of not taking antimalaria 
drugs," he says. 

Apart from side-effects, another 
complication for doctors trying to 
get the message across is that 
antimalaria drugs are not 100 per 
cent effective, although mefloquine 


does give 90 per cent protection 
in some areas, particularly sub- 
Saharan Africa. 

Andy Ramsay 37, caught malaria 
in Tanzania, despite taking anti¬ 
malaria drugs: “I was taking my 
medication but sometimes it does 
break through. You get a headache 
and flu-like symptoms. I was given 
quinine, which was not very pleas¬ 
ant Although I did get malaria, 
people must tackle their anti- malar¬ 
ia drugs. There are side-effects, 
but people dying from side-effects 
are a lot less rare than people dying 
of malaria,” he says. 

A further complication is that 
travellers can get confused. 

“Each country has a different 
malari a requirement so it gets very 
complicated Malaria areas are most 
of sub-Saharan Africa and many 
parts of South America. South-east 
Asia is very variable, from none in 
most of Thailand to a lot in Burma 
and rural Cambodia," says Dr 
Behrens. 


“People need to be properly 
educated - and it’s not just about 
takin g tablets, but starts with bite 
avoidance. Everybody should get foil 
professional advice on all related 
issues of malaria avoidance.” 

Dr Anthony Bryceson. consultant 
physician at the Hospital for Tropi¬ 
cal Diseases, says that anyone who 
returns from holidays in malaria 
areas this Christmas and has flu-like 
symptoms should see their doctor. 

“Death is usually due to people 
not thinking about it because flu-like 
symptoms are common at this time 
of year,” he says. 

The safest holiday destinations 
this Christmas are the coldest But 
there are dangers even here. While 
almost all malaria is caught over¬ 
seas, the increase in long-haul travel 
has led to cases in Europe of 
“baggage malaria" where mosqui¬ 
toes have survived in airliners long 
enough to bite and infect victims who 
just happen to be passing through 
the airport. 
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OFFICE of the 

RAIL REGULATOR 

RAILWAYS ACT 1993 

NATIONAL RAIL ENQUIRY SCHEME 

During this year the franchised tram operators have failed to ensure that calls to the National Rafl 
Enquiry Scheme (the 0345 484950 number) are consistently answered to the standard required by their 
licence. On 30 October 1998 the Regulator published a notice slating that he proposed to make an order, 
using his powers under section 5a of the Railways Act 1993 against the franchised train operating 
companies to ensure that the performance standard is met. The notice invited representations and after 
considering those representations and taking into account the steps that have been agreed and are being 
taken to improve performance, the Regulator has derided to proceed with enforcement action by making 
the following order. The order requires the franchised train operators to ensure that 90% of calls made 
or up to 4.6 million calk in a 4 week period to the National Rail Enquiry Scheme are answered and to pay 
a penalty based on the percentage below 90% which are not answered. 

RAILWAYS ACT 1993 

Section 55 - Enforcement Order 
National Rail Enquiry Scheme 


Under section 55 of ibe Act I make the following order 

1 You, [franchised train operator!, shall ensure that the 
calls made lo the TEB telephone numbers used by 
ibe ATOC National Rail Enquiry Scheme UNREST 
which is the arrangement for the operation of a 
telephone enquiry bureau for ibe purpose of 
condition 7.1(b) or your passenger licence, are 
answered in accordance with the Performance 
Standards. 

2 For the purposes of determining whether 
you have complied with this order 

fa) the percentage of calls answered 
shall b e the percentage of the calk made 

to the TEB telephone numbers in a Period which are 
answered: 

fb) the number of calls made to the 
TEB telephone numbers shall be the 
number recorded by BT as having been 
made to those telephone numbers; 

(c) without prejudice lo the obligation 
in paragraph 1. the answering of 90% of 
calls made to the TEB telephone numbers or 
answering 4.6 million calls, whichever is 
the less, shall be deemed to be 
ctm^ianoe with the order in respect of 

Id) a call shall be deemed not to have 
been answered: 

(i) unless the caller receives a 
response to his or her enquiry; or 
lit) if the call is put on bold: and 
(c) you shall not have failed to comply 
with this order if the failure is a result of a 
Force Majeure Event. 

3 Should you fail to comply with this order in respect of 
the Period commencing 15 November 1998, or any 
subsequent Period, you shall pay to me in respect of 
each failure a monetary penalty, within one month of 
demand, equal to an amount: 

(a) where the number of calls made to llK NRES 
number is equal to or greater than 5.1 million: 

(f) where the number of rails 

answered a greater than or equal to 
4.34 million out less than 4.6 mAIion, 
of £500000: and 

CH) when: the number of calls 

answered is less than 4JU milli on, of 
an additional £500.000: or 


lb) where the number of calls made lo 

the NRES number is less than 5.1 million: 

If) where the number of calls 
answered is greater than or equal to 
85% of calk made but less than 90^5» 
of calls made of £500,000; and 
(ifl where the number of calls 
answered is lea than 85 of calls math;, 
or an additional £500000 

multiplied by your Attributed Percentage which is current for 
the Fmandal Year in which you have failed to comply with 
this order. 

4 This order shall come into effect on 4 December 
1998. 

5 Expressions used in this order have the same 
meaning as given la those expressions in the NRES 
agreement. 

Chris Boh 3 December 1998 

Rail Regulator 

Franchised train operator, t to whom rite order relates: 

Anglia Railways Train Services Ltd 

Cardiff Railway Company Lid 

Central Trains Limited 

The Chihern Railway Company Limited 

Conner South Central Ltd 

Conn ex South Eastern Ltd 

Garwick Express Limited 

Great Eastern Railway Limited 

Great North Eastern Railway limited 

Great \teuem Trains Company Limited 

Islan d line Ltd 

LTS Rail Limited 
Meneyrail Electrics Limited 
Midland Main Line Limited 
Regional Railways North East Limited 
North London Railways Limited 
North Western Trains Company Limited 
ScotRail Railways Limited 
South Wales & West Railway Limited 
South West Trains Limited 

TbanKslink Rail Limited 

Thames Trains Limited 

Crass Country Trains Limited 

West Coast Trains Limited 

West Anglia Gieat Northern Radway Limited 


No. 06612 of 1998 

IN THE HIGH COURT OF 
JUSTICE 

COMPANIES COURT 
CHANCERY DIVISION 

IN THE MATTER OF 

MURRAY VCT 2 PLC 
AND 

IN THE MATTER OF THE 
COMPANIES ACT 1985 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a 
Ffcnuoo was nfl IK November IW 
presettled to Her Majesty's High 
Court of Jttstke Gk ibe atofinmuon 
of the lbaw:-«3Snc<l Company's 
reduction of ii$ than; premium 
account. 

AND NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN 
that (be mid ituo-w is directed in be 
beard before Ibe Regstrar of Ibe 
Companies Court at ibe Royal Courts 
oJ Justice, Stood. London WC2A 
XL on lb tbsxmbec.1 
ANY Ciwfiior or Store holder of the 
sad Company denriag hi oppose ihe 
nuking of an Order tor the 
coaGrmaUnn of ibe said reduction of 
store premium annum should 
appear at rbu tune of bearing m 
person or by Counsel for ibai 
purpose. 

A copy of Ibe said Petition wfll he 
furnished in any such person 
requiring the same by Ibe 
undermentioned Stbdlars on 
payment of the regulated charge (or 
ibe sane. 

Dated the 3rd day of Dcccnti'cr 1993 

SJ Betwin St Co 

222 Grays Inn Read 

London WClXtsHB 

Ret WMhl 9XIVCO RP.t 1117102.Vr 

SoEcbon 1 st Ibe ihOBtHmoed Cnoqwnj 


No 06613 of 1998 
IN THE HIGH COURT OF 
JUSTICE 

COMPANIES COURT 
CHANCERY DIVISION 
IN THE MATTER OF 
MURRAY VCT 2 PLC 
AND 

IN THE MATTER OF THE 
COMPANIES ACT 1985 
NOTICE E HEREBY’ GIVEN that a 
ftaition was on 18 November |«$ 
presented to Her Majesty’s High 
Coin of Justice for the coafimmiion 
of Ibe above-named Company's 
reduction nf its share premium 
■mount. 

.AND NOTICE IS FURTHERGfVEN 
that, the said fVtilioa u directed m be 
beard before the Rcgearar of the 
Companies Court at Ibe Royal Courts 
of Jutficc. Strand. London WC2A 
2LL m IA December I99H. 

ANY Creditor nr Sharchohior of the 
raid Company dewing to oppose the 
mating of an Order for ibe 
cnntimulMi of (be and redaction of 
share premium accoorn should 
appear M Ibe imu or healing m 
penon or by Counsel for that 
purpose. 

A copy of da.- mid Ran too wdl be 
furuisbed lu any such per ton 
requiring Ihe Hint by the 
undermentioned Solid Kirs on 
payment of ihe repp bled charge for 
the sure. 

Dalai the 3rd day of Deccmhir lid) 

SJ BerwmA Co 

222 Grm Inn Rood 

London WCIX RHB 

Ret: «lM6IWivt:ClRP3-linU12lcr 

So [ml ms fee (be «bc**-aained l-enpain 


The iBMlienqr Rata tyH 
Me 4. 106 ( 1 } 

ICONHEL0 LIMITED 

•m Hcrnben Vntonry U quh fab a o 

Naur n hereby given that Ian f rinses, 
licensed Insolvency Pr art if town of ion 
Franses Associates. Conduit House. 24 
Conduit Place, London W2 1EP Mas 
apponrd Liqmdaior of the above named 
ranpany on 1 Dec#"b*-i 1998 in us 
nkethtn sokntuy Minting up. 

Al or-fttn wbchaae nor alread y date so 
aw nunl lo [rare ttwr «Hft n mn 
to Mr lan Franses at Conduit House. 
undue Place. London W2’1IP before IS 
tunny 1999 and. If so required by nonce m 
voting n am* in ud prewe the* drift a 
dams at such tune and place as sbal be 
spedbed to such notice, or in debuli thereof 
nwv mri be esduded hoot the benefit of 
any derrijukan nude beta* Such drift JW 
pined. 

Baed 1 Decmitw 1998 
I HUMS Update 

This nodcr n pueb fomnf as al cnedarai 
haw been or mI be paid n luS. 


ADVANCED CLIMATE 
TECHNOLOGY LIMITED 

Regfeutred Number. 30TJ376 ■ 
none? cf Hum- HeanrsfCoofc^ 
Equipment Marubmee 
Trade QnAani. 7*15 

5TANDMILL LIMITED 
B cgb ae red Number 2801470 
Nature of Bums: Cerftri Hwrg 
iqupiiK* Mandate* 

Trade OanXatiot 7404 


Registered Number TpMW 
Nature of Bistres. Heabng/Vendaom 
MndacueeB 
TabChadawre J6« 

(Me of Appointment ol Attariwaibre 

ttarism 2J l*is*n*ee I99JI 

Nane of penon juwftng *w 
rOtwtumr Bnnmt took <4 Scotland 
ANTONY ROBERT MKSHAWf AM) 
STEPHEN JONYADSfOAD 
Cifirv Holder Kos. S9*l mA B574 d 

iaofuwr Loft. 41 CatfrWay. 
SowhurefteiSOH JflW 
Jem* MiHUDahe flora 


No. 006716 of 1998 
IN THE HIGH COURT OF 
JUSTICE 

CHANCERY DIVISION 
COMPANIES COURT 
IN THE MATTER Of CTS TRAVEL 
rCKiUMi’lUl 

AND IN THE MATTER OF THE 
COMPANIES ACT IMS 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
that 9 Petition was mt ihe 3rd 
November 1948 presettled to Her 
Majors'* High Court of Justice In- the 
emtirmation id the Reduction i Share 
Capital of the ibtwiMtunal Company 
from ndOUmo to KMA25 by ibe 
caiKdbtinu of 57.92175 issued urdmuy 
shares of £U)n each. 

AND NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN 
that Ihe said Petition b directed to he 
beard hylic Rmsonr of the Conpanns 
Coon it dc Royal Com* nf Justice. 
Strand. London WCZA 211 oo 
W dnuutar the 16th day uf Dox-tntu- 
I94& 

ANY Credt tor nr ShareboUer id the end 
Civnany doirinsi to oppose the nufchf 

of an Older for the eoorinnaiian .if the 

said Reduction of Capita! should appear 
at the time of hearing in pen-jn or by 
Counsel for that porpree. 

A copy of ibe said felifiufl will U: 
fnnhhod u> any such person najuirTM 
i K.- sum by ibe under-oreHU-filed 
SufcJnn cat payment of the rrpnblud 
darge for Ibe vart. 

n.u-,1 itm Ml day Of ftffinfrCT I 0 ’*!. 
Mwn PuttmttgWm 
rf UndJeittimry HrapiC 
to Cannon Street 
Lotidnn OT 8PE 
tllTI 457 Wl Ref-PJM 


No 066 LI of 1998 
IN THE HIGH COURT OF 
JUSTICE 

COMPANIES COURT 
CHANCERY’ DIVISION' 

IN THE MATTER OF 
MURRAY VCT PLC 
AND 

IN THE MATTER OF THE 
COMPANIES ACT 1985 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
that a fttitim was on Ita November 
Ifftt presented in Her Majesty* 
High Cnurt of Justice fur tile 
owifimntiufl of the above-aimed 
Company's cancvOauon of iu share 
premium account. 

AND NOTICE IS FURTHER 
GIVEN I bat ibe <aid EVlilnm is 
directed In he heard before the 
Registrar uf the Companies Court 
at the Royal Courts of Justice. 
Strand, London WC2A 2LL fa 16 
December l*M. 

ANY Crcdilor ur Shareholder of 
the said Company desiring to 
oppose the malting of an Order for 
the confirmation of the said 
cancellation uf store premium 
account should appear al the time 
of bearing in person nr Counsel 
to r that purpose. 

A copy >d Ihe said fVtinon will be 
furnished to any such person 
requiring (he same hy ibe 
undermeotinned Soikiti'-n on 
payment of Ibe regulated charge for 
ibe same. 

Dated the Jni itay nf December I9W 

SJ Betwin & Co 
212 Grays Imt Road 
London Wax 8HB 
fc£«2/M6l9.VZVCORPJ- |fi7|72,to 
Saiciian to tile abate caned Company 


No. 006323 of 1998 
IN THE (UGH COURT 
OF JUSTICE 
CHANCERY DIVISION 
COMPANIES COURT 
IN THE MATTER OF 
HOOVER LIMITED 
AND IN THE MATTER OF 
THE COMPANIES ACT 1S&5 
NOTICE LS HEREBY GIVEN that 
the Order .rf the Hieh Gran okJtulicc 
(Chancery Dh-tifll doled Wednesday 
the 2Sth day of November tnog 
nmfirtnmp the leductioo of ihe capital 
rf the Company by the catuxtl.ilinn of 
S.0KLD0Q Ordinary Shares of it 
and Ihe ca n ce llation nl us Share 
Premium Acumoi «a registered ty 
the Regular uf Gmpemcs on 2nd 
December l<NX. 

Dated this Jnl dsy of December L**6 
Wbghmao*. UirtmuBd Ikinc 
I Rmnfonl Place. 

Lhvipocl L3 WJW. 

5nUabm lu the Company 


THE nSOCVENOr HJU5 19K 
LASER INTEGRATED 
PROTOTYPES LIMITED 

nuqunun» 

NOTICE IS HtRIST Clef A (MjnajiuiDlhjfr 
4 I Ok of [Ire IrwAwr Into Iffih itut 
Srepken FonUn if Parer. frjnUrv 4 
Ca 6 Blnonelwt Squaie. London IVTtA 
JLP »» JCpomrd tlqifdaor of iherinn- 
unred Con®, mi | December l«B hy 
MmbeniodCreifBK. 

Cured : dno-mbo two 
umarimiMU|wi«« 


Unusual Gifts 


A NEWSPAPER tor that spatial 
dm 1842-1990, most titles avai- 
aUa. tdool birthdoy gift. Ramam- 
borWhon. TW: 0101-0886323. Or 
CAIL FREE 0500520000. 
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Finding the 
right circles 
to mix in 


With new staff, new programmes, and a 
new philosophy, Michael Jackson is 
redefining the goals of Channel 4. But 
what are they? By Paul McCann 


‘A 


t the beginning of next year 
the circles will go from 
Channel 4. The largely 
unloved hoops that make 
up the current on-screen 
•logo will be replaced with a 
new image, that is currently being designed 
by the channel's presentation depart¬ 
ment The new logo will be timely and sym¬ 
bolic. After 20 months in the job Channel 
4 is now chief executive Michael Jackson's 
baby. The programmes on the screen now 
are the first programmes commissioned 
by Jackson, and the people from the 
Michael Grade era are largely gone. Sto¬ 
ries about the channel are of a different 
order too, since the days of the “pornog- 
rapher-in-chief*. 

The latest headlines came at the end of 
4fast week, when Channel 4 secured the 
~ ~^voridwide rights to a Monica Lewinsky in¬ 
terview. The channel sees the interview as 
the logical extension of its acclaimed se¬ 
ries on the Clintons’ marriage, but in fact 
every channel in the world has been cov¬ 
ering the Clinton infidelity, and it is possi¬ 
ble to see the deal as the channel flexing 
its financial muscles. 

Similarly, Channel 4 denied that money 
was all that was behind its snatching of Test 
Match cricket from under the nose of the 
BBC. At the time, Michael Jackson said 
that his £103m joint bid with Sky was “only” 
three or four million pounds more than the 

€ 30 offered for the cricket Instead, a 
tunning" presentation to the cricket au¬ 
thorities, and a “fresh innovative ap¬ 
proach" are deemed to have won the day. 

Yet there is no denying that the old ITV 
levy is sloshing around Channel 4 waiting 
to be spent The scrapping of the levy was 
worth around £30m to the channel this year 
and will be worth another £90m next year. 
So, from this money, Channel 4 News is get¬ 
ting a new studio, an extra episode per 
week and an extra £2m a year. 

Drama too has benefited, with an extra 
£2gm, taking its budget to £30m and giv- 
— ■*wthe channel its strongest winter sea- 
sen for some years. The season will include 
a drama called Psychos , set in a Glasgow 
asylum, and a gay soap railed As Queer os 
Folk. These are not just there to keep the 
Daily Mail happy, but part of a search for 
“returning" drama series, like BBC2's 
This Lije, which the channel has never be¬ 
fore managed. 

On top of Lewinsky, the cricket and the 
new programmes, there is also Film Ebur 
the channel's first venture into pay tele¬ 


vision. and a marker of future expansion. 

All this activity seems to point to a chan¬ 
nel with the confidence to act like the size¬ 
able broadcaster it is. Its advertising sales 
have always been a phenomenal success, 
and Channel 4 is the wealthiest broadcaster 
per viewer in Britain. But because of its “al¬ 
ternative" ethos, and because of its fear of 
privatisation, it has liked to keep quiet about 
its wealth and size. 

However confidence was re¬ 
quired after the late Michael 
Grade period Much loved as 
he was, as an old-style 
television trooper, 

Grade’s last year in 
charge was severely 
criticised by the In¬ 
dependent Televi¬ 
sion Commission. 

It's 1997 annual 
report accused 
the channel of 
“losing its innov¬ 
ative edge", pro¬ 
ducing no 
“landmark" pro¬ 
grammes or “high 
peaks" of minority 
interest programmes. 

Instead, it relied so 
heavily on imported pro¬ 
grammes that the Govern¬ 
ment and ITC forced it to accept 
a toughened up “alternative" remit' 
in the form of a new licence before ft could 
have the ITV levy' back 

Jackson has dismantled the Grade 
Channel 4 to an extent that only sinks in 
when looked at all at once. Since arriving 
he has appointed a new head of drama, a 
new head of film production, and a new 
head of entertainment There is also a new 
senior editor for documentaries, a new 
commissioning editor for education and 
leisure, and new commissioning editors for 
children's programmes, night-time pro¬ 
grammes, and for sport He also created 
the posts of director of strategy and head 
of pay television. In 20 months more senior 
jobs have changed at Channel 4 than they 
did in eight years under Grade. 

But what is the overall strategy that links 
Monica with Test cricket and Film Fbur 
with money for returning drama series? 

Given its senior staff, you would think 
Channel 4 well-able to provide plenty of 
strategic beet “The legacy John Birt 
leaves to British television is much wider 
than the BBC,” says a former senior ex¬ 


ecutive at both 
foe BBC and Channel 
4. “You have all these ex- 
BBC people, like Michael Jackson. Steve 
Anderson [Granada head of factual] and 
Grant Mansfield HIV’s head of docu- 
mentary] who have learned the importance 
of strategic thinking from Birt. 

“It can be criticised as management- 
speak but people like Jackson now un¬ 
derstand about audience-focused 
programming. It’s what allowed the BBC 
to survive the growth of cable and satel¬ 
lite. while ITV slid downhilL” 

Under Jackson, Channel 4 actually has 
its first head of strategy. David Brook Brook 
is the former Guardian and Channel 5 mar¬ 
keting head, who lives and breathes the idea 
of getting strategic ideas to flow through 
everything that his organisation touches. 
At Channel 5, the catchphrase was “mod¬ 
ern and mainstream”. At Channel 4 the cur¬ 
rent buzz phrase is “Ahead of the 
mainstream". Which seems to mean that 
what Channel 4 does now, others do in three 
years time. Admittedly, that has always 
been true - look at how the wacky 


gamesbowhas 
proliferated 
since Don't fbr- 
get Your Tooth¬ 
brush - but now 
the strategy depart¬ 
ment actually has the 
power to commission pro¬ 
grammes. 

“I think in the past there was a sense 
that Channel 4's positioning was defined 
negatively.” says Brook “It was about being 
different to what others were doing. That 
isn't enough in a multi-channel environ¬ 
ment so we now' have a positive position¬ 
ing that is about creativity, innovation 
and diversity. 

“What links the cricket and Lewinsky is 
that we have this ability to be surprising. 
That can mean new programming ideas, 
or it can mean a new execution of exist¬ 
ing genres. Our coverage of the cricket will 
bring a more youthful and multi-cultural 
edge to the game." 

Brook maintains that the channel is now 
audience-led, but that doesn't mean pro¬ 
gramming by focus group. “It just means 


that knowing that one of our 
strengths is films and that 
our audience like films, we 
become the first terrestrial 
broadcaster to launch a 
premium pay-TV film 
channel. 

“Since Michael ar¬ 
rived. he has reconciled 
the two schizophrenic 
parts of the channel. In 
the past there was a cre¬ 
ative side and a commercial 
side to things. Now he has 
fused them, and the cricket, 
Lewinsky and the film channel are 
creative and commercial ideas." 

Some are not sure what this actually 
amounts to: “There is an element of the 
repackaging department being repack¬ 
aged" says one insider. “What you have is 
a lot of new people in place saying 'right, 
we've got to do this', then all the old forts 
from the Grade years saying, ’actually, 
we’ve always done that'." 

But some believe it is more simplistic 
than is made out: “Some of the old forts 
complain the place is being run less by the 
taste of an individual and more by the strat¬ 
egy department," says the insider. “There 
was some fear that he would veto pro¬ 
gramming that didn’t fit the strategy. In fact, 
the tastes Df the boss matters rather a lot: 
and Michael Jackson was hired because 
he's got good taste." 


The Word 
on THE 
Street 


ONLY THE cynically-minded 
would surmise that Max 
Hastings’ by-line is appearing 
more regularly in his Evening 
Standard because he is worried 
about his job. Nevertheless, it is 
worth noting that the Hastings 
name has appeared 12 times in 
the three months since the death 
of Lord Rothermere and the 
ascension of Paul Dacre to 
Emperor of all Kensington, or 
whatever his title is. By 
comparison, Mr Hastings 
swapped his shotgun for his pen 
only three times in the previous 
three months, and five times in 
the three months before that. 
Pure coincidence, no doubt. 
Insiders insist he will see out bis 
five-year contract until 2000 . 


NOT SURPRISINGLY Carlton 
television was not keen to hear 
from The Guardian as it 
prepared to publish its report into 
The Connection documentary 
last week- the documentary The 
Guardian exposed as a fake. 
David Cameron, Carlton's head of 
corporate affairs, refused to take 
or return phone calls from The 
Guardian’s media correspondent 
four days in a row. Eventually, he 
seems to have inadvertently 
picked up his own phone. After 
The Guardian reporter 
introduced herself, she was 
confronted with the amazing 
sound of someone who sounded a 
lot like David Cameron 
maintaining that he was called 
“John Smith", and just happened 
to be walking past the 'phone. 


THE TRADITION of investigative 
journalism at The Observer took 
a bit of a bashing last week when 
the team known as The 
Gangsters - Michael Giilard, 

Lucy Johnson, David Connett and 
Jonathan Calvert - jumped ship 
together to join The Express. 
They were tempted by Lord 
HolHck’s money, or were feeling 
unloved by The Observer, 
depending on who you believe. 
That they were not among thel8 
people who lost their jobs at The 
Observer a few weeks ago, would 
seem to rule out the former. Mr 
Giilard was last at The Express 
21 years ago, when be was sacked 
for being brave enough to 
investigate one of the then 
proprietor’s friends. We must 
presume Lord Hollick and all his 
friends know precisely what they 
are getting. 


'Never mmd sales, where 
have the readers gone? 


“THERE ARE lies, damned lies and 
a newspaper's analysis of its com¬ 
petitors' sales figures,” The 
Guardian's marketing director said 
in a letter to The Independent last 
month. Now it seems readership fig¬ 
ures can also make interesting 
reading. Newspaper readership fig- 
J&ures rarely change quickly; so they 
<are written about much less than 
sales or circulation figures. But 
this month is different 

Figures from the National Read¬ 
ership Survey last week shewed that 

every newspaper with the exception 
of the Daily Mail lost readers over 
the last six months compared with 
the same six months in 1997. 

Leading the pack was The 
Guardian, which lost a whopping 22 
per cent of its readership, or300,000 
readers, taking its total number of 
readers to just over lm. 

Most papers, both broadsheet 
and tabloid, have lost sales of be¬ 
tween 5 and 16 per cent compared 
with May to October last year. 

Readership figures judge the 
total number of readers per copy of 
a title and often get forgotten by 
commentators because they tend 
to lag behind sales figures. When 
sales of a newspaper increase it is 
£j)ften the people who used to share 
^someone else’s copy who are the 
new buyers. When they buy their 
own copy, the average number of 


Analysis 

Paul McCann 

readers per copy will drop as sales 
increase, and it ran take months of 
sales growth for the total number of 
readers to grow. 

In the same way when a news¬ 
paper's sales are failing it can take 
time for the sales fell to be reflect¬ 
ed in the number of people actual¬ 
ly reading a paper, they may have 
given up buying a title but continue 
to borrow someone else’s. 

The Independent and the Fi¬ 
nancial Times, the only two titles to 
increase sales in last month's ABC 
figures, have also had falls in their 
readership, illustrating the time-lag 
factor The Financial Times would 
argue that readership figures are 
less relevant to it because half its 
sales are overseas and that is the 
half that is growing. The NRS can¬ 
not detect overseas readers. 

While sales figures are important 
to newspapers because they deter¬ 
mine the amount of cover price rev¬ 
enue a newspaper brings in, the 
readership figures are important be¬ 
cause they can determine the 
amount of advertising revenue it at¬ 
tracts. Media-buying agencies are 
divided about the importance of 
readership figures. Manyof those 


buying space in a newspaper use the 
overall readership of a title to give 
an indication of what coverage - the 
□umber of people who will actually 
see an ad - the paper will give to 
their campaign. If readership is 
down this can force down the price 
a newspaper can charge for its 
pages of advertising. 

And because they are hard ne¬ 
gotiators. media buyers will use 
whatever data is most beneficial to 
them as a negotiating tool. If sales 
are falling they wifi try to use that 
as their trading currency. If read¬ 
ership is falling faster; it makes more 
sense to try to bash a newspaper’s 
sales team with that data. 

Other buyers are not so reliant on 
readership data because of the 
time-lag factor The latest figures 
may also have been affected by a 
change in the way the NRS gathers 
its research, with individual sections 
now included in the questionnaire 
- although this should affect all 
newspapers equally. 

“The NRS is most often used to 
supply you with the kind of audience 
supplied by a newspaper,” says 
David Fletcher, a director of the 
media buyer CIA Medians twork, 
“Hie ABC figures give a more im¬ 
mediate measure of the recent 
strength of a title and the NRS can 
be used to give an idea of the cost 
efficiency of using it” 


The camera hardly ever lies 

Fly-on-the-wall documentary makers have been accused of faking it. But viewers 
can still have faith in what they see on the screen, says Channel 4 s David Lloyd 



A scene from The Connection’: a drugs story short on facts 


TO SOME observers, 199S has been 
the year of the great television 
fraud, the year when viewers finally 
discovered that the documentary 
makers they had trusted for years 
had been faking it for the camera, 
and deceiving their audience. 

From jobbing building workers to 
learner drivers, the real people 
shown doing real things were actu¬ 
ally Teconstructing' events for the 
camera - or even making them up. 
Not only did the camera iie, it lied 
an awful lot of the time. 

The worst example of this has 
been The Connection, the ITV docu¬ 
mentary slammed in last week's 
independent report from Carlton 
Television, which found that many 
of its revelations about the Colum¬ 
bian drugs trade were made up. 

So can viewers believe what they 
see any more? As far as current 
affairs programmes and serious 
documentaries are concerned, the 
answer is an unqualified yes. 

My experience in over 12 years of 
commissioning literally hundreds of 
programme makers is that they 
are people who set out to toll the 
truth. Most journalists - whether 
working in print, for a large broad¬ 
cast news organisation like the BBC 
or ITN, or as independent produc¬ 
ers - want to find things out, then 
tell their audience what they have 
discovered. In television they also 


have to satisfy the exacting require¬ 
ments of the Independent Television 
Commission Programme Code. 

I have never known a programme 
maker tzy to make a film in which 
he or she did not honestly believe. 

So what to say to those who as¬ 
sert that The Connection is just the 
tip of the iceberg, that there is a 
whole industry of people over-pitch¬ 


ing their ideas in order to get com¬ 
missioned and then having to make 
things up in order to deliver the pro¬ 
gramme they first promised? 

Firstly, there is little evidence of 
such cases. Programmes which 
have ‘faked it’ represent a liny frac¬ 
tion of the serious factual output of 
British television. Even the allega¬ 
tions that Inside Castro's Cuba, 


the second film by Mare de Beaufort, 
producer of The Connection, in¬ 
volved fekery were found by the Carl¬ 
ton report to be without foundation. 

Secondly, the rules laid out in the 
ITC Programme Code and the pro¬ 
cedures used by commissioning 
staff certainly at Channel 4, are thor¬ 
ough and rigorous enough to detect 
arty deliberate falsity. 

As for over-pitching, it has always 
been with us. In my years as a prog¬ 
ramme editor at the BBC, I recall 
journalists talking up the importance 
of their story in a bid to get it on 
screen. When you sat down with 
them you realised maybe 25 per cent 
was hyped But by then you were 
talking about what was really im¬ 
portant in their project 

Over-pitching may get some com¬ 
missioners' door opened, but it will 
not get a proposal made once it has 
been subjected to proper scrutiny. 

Perhaps the biggest irony of The 
Connection affair is that the person 
apparently to blame for most of the 
fakery in that documentary was the 
inexperienced researcher Ad riana 
Quintana - and her alleged reason 
for doing this was "to help her 
hoped-for career in television". 

Well, it didn't And 1 don't believe 
in the long run that it ever would 

David Lloyd is head of news and 
current affairs at Channel 4 










. " 7 *"" 4 T *■ - : fc - xS^r fi. /gifts* 



14/MEDIA 


THE TUESDAY R^.^V' 

1 J 2 L-S!« 5 S^£S> ♦* 


The Spectator: 


crisis, what crisis? 


Amid rumours that staff are rebelling and his star is falling, Frank Johnson, 
editor of the right’s favourite weekly, talks to Darius Sana! 


F rank Johnson, the edi¬ 
tor of The Spectator, 
tweedy and academic 
under his expanse of 
grey haii; sits behind a 
vast desk piled high 
with papers and books. 

He looks at you rather as a his¬ 
tory teacher would if you were a 
pupil who had never really bothered 
to learn the difference between Wa¬ 
terloo and Peterloo. 

Sitting in his editor's study - a 
fusty, dark room in a Georgian 
house in Bloomsbury, London, 
which could never be called an of¬ 
fice - he can't help giving a history 
lesson. Today it is on his favourite 
subject: the Conservative Party. 

I ask meekly about his personal 
philosophy of Tory populism and 
he is delighted to explain the par¬ 
allels between the dilemma of the 
Tories now and the party in the 19th 
century after the Cora Laws were 
repealed. 

Frank Johnson has been at the 
helm of the ideological weekly of the 
right for just over three years. De¬ 
spite gently rising circulation (now 
at 57.025) and the recent develop¬ 
ment that the magazine is actually 
making a profit whispers against the 
incumbent editor and accusations 
that the magazine has lost its way 
are increasing in some quarters. 

Sales soared under Mr John¬ 
son's two eminent predecessors. 
Charles Moore and Dominic Lawson 
- now editors of The Daily and 
Sunday Telegraph respectively - 
and detractors say they are now 
peaking. There is no coherent Spec¬ 
tator ideology, say others. 

“It needs originality of ideas and 
debate." says a respected contrib¬ 
utor. “You feel it’s caught between 


two stools. It’s neither de fining an 
ideological debate, but nor is it 
opening itself out to be a more gen¬ 
eral interest magazine." 

There has even been talk of a 
strike at The Spectator among pro¬ 
duction staff disgruntled with Mr 
Johnson's habit of delaying until the 
very last min ute what to put in the 
magazine. “He insists on all the 
different possibilities for a page 
being laid out and waits until they’re 
right up against it and people are 


doesn’t seem like a man who takes 
kindly to criticism - in fad; he 
seems to take it personally a sign of 
someone who harbours a funda¬ 
mental insecurity. 

When I remind him that the lib¬ 
eral press had some fun at his ex¬ 
pense after he predicted a Tory 
victory at the last election, he har¬ 
rumphs, “Did they. hmm_ ” 

“He’s drippy about being an au- 
tocBdact surrounded by Oxbridge 
types,” says someone who knows Mr 
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Labour: a social disaster 


Tlic Maiidctma media arn/rl 


getting to the end of their tethec” 
Think of industrial action by mem¬ 
bers of the Reform Club and you 
come close to imagining a strike at 
The Spectator. 

When 1 repeat the editorial crit¬ 
icisms to Mr Johnson, he seems 
taken aback. “I think I have opened 
it up to quite a diverse body of 
views, particularly since the gener¬ 
al election." 

Though not given to showing off 
- he's reluctant even to list the things 
he likes about his magazine - he 


Johnson welL “Even though he 
knows more than most of them, the 
chippiness is still obvious.” 

Mr Johnson, who was educated 
at Shoreditch Secondary School, 
where he dropped out before doing 
his AJevds, says he has now created 
the magazine he wants, with views 
from across the spectrum; to bal¬ 
ance the rightwingers there are 
regular contributions by Sion Simon, 
a New labourite, and a weekly col¬ 
umn by Matthew Parris, a Tbry of the 
liberal tendency. 


From bis own right-wing per¬ 
spective, Mr Johnson may think 
The Spectator has broadened its 
appeal, but the apolitical reader 

ffiriring thro ugh may think other¬ 
wise: right-wing heavies such as 
Bruce Anderson, Paul Johnson, 
Stephen Glover and tv»m appear in 
every issue. 

Whatever their politics, the ter- 
ribie trio of Johnson, Glover and Taki 
have given The Spectator its best 
sport this season. Hie spat began 
when The Spectator writers chal¬ 
lenged the veracity of The 
Guardian's investigation into the ac¬ 
tivities of the two former Tory min¬ 
isters, Neil Hamilton and Jonathan 
Aitken. *T 'believe Neil Hamilton 
never took those brown envelopes 
stuffedwith cash, though I don’t have 
any evidence,” says Mr Johnson. 

JTie Guardian recently devoted 
two pages to cataloguing the 
magazine’s obsession with it - 
perhaps indicating that The 
Guardian may be equally obsessed 
with The Spectator. 

Alan Rusbridger; The Guardian's 
editor; has sent Mr Johnson two let¬ 
ters asking what sort of publication 
he thmks he’s editing. *Tve never 
heard of a national newspaper editor 
doing something like that,” be pon¬ 
ders. “I think Alan Rusbridger just 
isnt used to anyone disagreeing with 
him." Perhaps, though^ Mr Rus - 
bridger just resents The Spectator’s 

cnhmnwd s pas ting agpeT SlOPS on hin 

journalists without any evidence. 
“They’re free to write what they 
want I think it’s all very amusing,” 
Mr Johnson says. 

Like any good Tory boss, Mr 
Johnson dismisses the t alk of a 
strike among his staff: “It just isn't 
going to happen,” be says. “I am very 
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Frank Johnson: Tm sore if Conrad Black wasn’t happy, he’d tell me’ 


Knlpesh Laihigra 


late in deciding what to put in -on 
Tuesday nigh t, because I have to 

make sure thaf it’s StiS relev ant 

when people buy it two and a half 
days later" 

And of the everpresent rumours 
that t he magazine’s owner; Conrad 
Black, is about to sack him and ap¬ 
point someone else as editoq he says 
quite simply: “Tm sure if Conrad 
Black wasn’t happy with the maga¬ 
zine he would tell me." 


The magazine's publisher; Kim¬ 
berley Ebrtier, says Mr Johnson is 
a “very commercially aware editor; 
much more tuned in than lots of ed¬ 
itors of glossies". This week the ven¬ 
erable magazine sees a redesign, 
b ringing more colour and a clearer 
layout aimed, Mr Johnson says, at 
“addressing that perennial question, 
bringing younger readers in without 
losing the older ones". 

Has Mr Johnson no fear that 


The Spectator is in danger of be¬ 
coming an anachronism? “I think it 
is essential reading because we're * ■ 
better informed about New Labour 1 
than any other publication.’' he 
responds. 

Mr Johnson is so enthusiastical¬ 
ly dedicated to hisbaty that you can't 
help but hope be is right But with¬ 
in the broader context of a rapidly 
modernising media and society, you 
have to wonder 
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TEL: 0171 293 2222 


APPOINTMENTS: MEDIA, MARKETING, SALES 


RAX: 0171 293 2505 


JJ EVERYTHING YOU EVER 
WANTED TO KNOW ABOUT 
THE SEMI-COLON 

... BUT WERE TOO AFRAID TOO ASK 


A sales career in radio 


If you were honest with yourself could 
you really say that you had complete 
confidence in your spelling, grammar and 
punctuation? 


The answer for a lot of us would be no. 
So why not do something about it? All the 
hard work put into a cv; presentation, 
application or just a normal report can be 
wasted by a simple mistake that just 
doesn't have lo be made. 


Due to phenomenal success our client ChrysaDs Radio, is seeking to expand its 
London advertising sales team by recruiting a number of graduate trainees. 
Following training, successful applicants would plan and schedule radio advertising 
campaigns and flafee with the UK's top meefia buying agendas. Candidates must 
have the potential for promotion to a full sales executive position. 

These positions offer a good basic salary, high bonus potential, recognised training 

and significant development opportunities in a fast growing and exciting industry. 

If you are a strong communicator, graduate-caBbre with 

FT fiteracy and good basic numeracy, send your CV Ayf 

to John Reilly. Reilly Recruitment 6 Buckingham Street 

London WC2N6BU. Fax0171 9301011. Dnrli/N 

E-maj|john@reillyrecruttmenLoo.uk. V^nrySailo ivaUlO 


Sales Representative/Demonstrator 

Required for a leading Ger ma n based manslactsrei of high quality Outdoor Power Equipment. 
We are looking for 3 high calibre of person, who should har e: 


♦ Proven ability to establish and support UK'Eire dealer network. 

♦ Sales/dcmonsuaiion experience with Lzwn and Garden Machinery dealers. 

♦ Business Administration, computer and hands-on mec h a n i c;! skills. 

♦ Ability lo work from home. 

♦ Preferably have own transport. 


Salauy and benefits package commensurate with experience. 


Send CV to: Sales and Marketing Director, 2 GrimMy place. Harpes Road. Summertown. 
Oxford 0X2 7U Fax 1)1865 515331 


Marketing Director 

This is a senior post within a tour operator company 
based in London working alongside the Director m 
marketing and strategic development of company in 
CIS countries and Europe. The candidate must hove a 
proven track-record in marketing to these regions. 

The candidate will be educated lo degree leveL have 
fluent (written and spoken) English and Russian. 
Knowledge of other European language-, is preferred. 
First-band knowledge of educational systems of Lhv and 
CIS countries is essential. The candidate musl hare 
excellent communication skills, good organisational 
skills and the ability to work to tight deadlines. 

Salary; oil8,000 p.a. + p.r. bonus 

Please send your CV with an appropriate covering letter 


The Chapterhouse Better English Course 
has been specifically designed to refresh 
students with the "golden rules” of the 
English language and then lead them on, 
step by step, through the comprehensive 
guide to English. 


HARRODS INFORMATION SYSTEMS 

Manager, Point of Sale Systems • 


CREATIVE TOURS LIMITED 


Brit Education and Travel Limited, 

26 Westbouiuc Grove. London W2 5RJH 


In today’s competitive world the last thing 
you need is to be let down by your use of 
the English language. For a FREE 
BROCHURE with more information on 
the Better English Course write to 
! . tor telephone): 

GupUtbou.se (EO, 2 Sou them hay West, Exeter EX1TJG 
■nX Telephone: 01392 499488 Fax; 01392 498008 /p 


Harrods is a name few would fail to recognise, being one of the worlds largest department stores 
famous for outstanding levels of customer service and an unparalleled range of merchandise. 

To maintain this reputation requires a dedicated team of staff In all areas and none more so than in 
Harrods Information Systems- The team provides a comprehensive service throughout the 
Harrods Group and plays an integral role in perfecting systems to sustain Harrods as the forerunner 

in luxury retail. 


Due to a number of exciting new development projects, one in particular being the integration of a new 
Point of Sale System, a rare opportunity exists for the right individual. Based in either Knights bridge or 
our Distribution Centre at Osterley, Middlesex. 


The ideal individual will have— 


Requires 

TRAVEL CONSULTANT 

Generous Pay Package + Benefits 
Applicants will be educated to associate 
degree or diploma standard and must be 
numerate. At least three years experience in 
the travel industry, fluency in Japanese and 
English, strong customer service ethos and 
the ability to coordinate our work with our 
agents, sales staff and management in an 
extremely busy environment, essential 


FINANCIAL SERVICES...SALES 
(High O.XE.) 


• a minimum of 10 years experience implementing POS in large retail stores * a minimum of 
10 years hands on project management experience • a track record of individual accomplishments in 
the IT area • demonstrated leadership of cross functional business teams • technical knowledge of 
operating systems, databases and programming ■ the ability to gain the confidence of executive 
management ■ knowledge and previous experience of the retailing industry. 


Please write, enclosing CY to Mr Fnknshrma 
Creative Tours Ltd. Hanover Court, 

5 Han ova - Square, London W1B ODH 


BUSINESS TO 
BUSINESS SALES 
CONSULTANT 


This role demands a high level of experience, energy and enthusiasm. If yon feel that 
this outstanding opportunity is for you and you meet the above criteria, please forward your C.V. 
with a covering letter indicating your salary requirements to Paula Fallowfield, Deputy Director, 
Human Resources - Harrods, Brampton Rd, Knights bridge, SWlX 7XL- 


THE DOCKLANDS 
MEDIA RECRUITMENT AGENCY 


Throughout the U.K. our major clients seek 
Experienced Advisers/Consultants 
<Min FTC 1 & 2) 

Basic salary up to £24,000 plus Car. 
High O.TE. 

We also seek Broker/Consultants, 
Mortgage Advisers, Telesales staff, 
support staff and lea. s 
Opportunities also mailable for "Trainees" 

D.D.R. Recruitment 
Tel: 0171 355 4629 
Fax: 0171 499 4462 


C 


Harrods is an Equal Opportunities Employer. 


STAINES 




Good basic + Commission 
OTE £30k + Company car scheme 


■ Thr, respected market leader has been established for 
ten vears and. due to expansion, we ore seeking a 
professional Business Sales Consul lain. lo work on the 
tempo nines division and build an the' existing client 
base. The following skills and attributes are required:- 

• Proven sales background in a business lo business 
environment 

9 Self motivated and thrive on challenges 
• Fast paced and tenacious 
9 Highly personable reith strong communication skills 
9 Sieve business development with a consistent high level 
of fee generation 


TECHNICAL TECHNICAL 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING SALES 

Quality publications. Excellent prospects. 
Good packages 

Previous experience welcome, but not essential as 
full training and pre-interview counselling provided. 
Sales and customer service experience an advantage. 
You must enjoy working in a hectic lively fun and frantic 
environment, be able to perform professionally at all 
times, communicate and negotiate at senior level, work 
in a team, be able to take the initiative and operate 
independently when required. Reliability and 
commitment are essential, as is total self-management. 

FIRST CALL Sue Pdwell on: 0171 363 0071 


EAGLE EYES 
REQUIRED 


AUTHOR 


AUTHOR 


This position is kev to the production and 
management of an online and paper docu 


management ot an online and paper documentation. 
Our dient is a software house focused on developing 
innovative messaging and business intelligence 
software for worldwide corporate markets. They haw 
developed a packaged tod that sits alongside any 
OLTP system looking for business exceptions, and are 
pioneering the concept of automated messaging with 
a high quality product, supported by a young, 
dynamic; creative and experienced team - both 
technically and commercially. 

Ideally you possess knowledge of Roboheip or a 
good Knowledge of any other help authoring tool. 
Experience in the following Is essential:- .hip .html 
and .pdf files. The position will also reauire the 
production of technical reports for marketing 
purposes. The successful candidate will own 
document management in the company. 

For more information on this and other exciting 

opportunilie s. please contact 

Grant on 0181 977 4848, or, 

e-mail your CV to: granLwhefan@esslhnitedxom 


If vou arc looking for a unique challenge with a high 
calibre organisation, and the ability to build a business 
that rewards you with unlimited earnings potential, wc 
want to talk to you. Candidates should submit their 


want to talk to you. Candidates should submit thei 
detailed CV. with salary hisioiy, to:- 

Natasha Elsey 

PARKSEDE ACCOUNTANCY 

Colne Lodge. Clarence Street, Staines 
Middlesex TW184SP 


Sales Opportunities 
in Telecommunications 
For genuine sales people. 

Experience on SDX, Ericsson. Panasonic 
and Toshiba systems preferred. 

Nn time wasters, and a guaranteed minimum of ^5 golden 
selling opportunities on a monthly basis. 

Call Richard on 0181 885 8300 
or alternatively fax CV on 0181 885 8301 


innovative messaging; and business intelligence 
software for worldwide corporate markets. They have 
developed a packaged tool that sits alongside any 
OLTP system looking for business exceptions, ana are 
pioneering the concept of automated messaging with 
a high quality product, supported by a young, 
dynamic, creative and experienced team - both 
technically and commercially. 

Ideally you possess knowledge of Robohelp or a 
good knowledge of any other help authoring tool. 
Experience in the following is essential:- .hip .html 
and .pdf files. The position will also require the 
production of technical reports for marketing 
purposes. The successful candidate will own 
document management In the company. 

For more information on this and other exdling 

opportunities, please contact 

Grant on 0181 977 4848, or, 

e-mail your CV lo: granLwhekui@esslrmlledxom 


"technical Procur e m e nt 
and Marketing Manager 

required by international company based in Scotland 
The successful appl ic ant should be degree qualified with 
strong analytical interpersonal and leadership sfdte. 

3-5 years experience of aB aspects of procurement and 

marketing of technical oB and anctOery eqvapment as watt 
aa a detailed knowledge and understanding of the far east 
and middle east ol industry w*h working experience In the 
Arabian Guff area within this field. 

Fluency ro English and Arabic is essential. 
SBndCV* to: 

Sword (Aberdeen) Ltd. Inc. 

Unit 5, Crombie Road, 

Aberdeen A81 3QQ 


l£7p.h. + Comm/OTEl I To advertise in 



'"»■ // Harlequin House, 7 High St. 
‘Se Teddington, Middlesex 
-J* TW118EE 



Tb // Harlequin House. 7 High SL 
^ Teddington, Middlesex 
-W- TW11 BEE 


£100+ PD 

For Profession^ Sales 
Executive to cwjnfin^e ticket 
safes (or prestigious awards. 
2 years Business to Business 
Safes experience necessary 
CrifHALHMOIH 67088S5 
W In CV01 SI S706M3 


this section 
please call the 
Media Team 
on 0171 293 2332. 


Would you like to practice as a 
freelance proofreader or editor 
earning an excellent income 
working from home? Then mark 
the errors in in this advertisement 
and post it to Chapterhouse with 
your name, and a dress. 

Well send you a free prospectus of 
our services. Chapterhouse 
coarses are respected . 
internationally and our 
professional tutors give you their 
personal attention, We never 
pretend its easy, but we have a 

S6 mtm ear record of establishing 
many successful freelancers 

through our co-respondance 
framing and seminars. j 
If your too busy a phone call will do. 

Chapterhouse 
2 Southernhay West 
EXETER EX1 1JG 
Telephone: 01392 499488 
Facsimile: 01392 498008 
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New Films 


T 


BABE: PIG « THE CITY OJj 

Sector: George Miller 

Sirring; Magda Szubanski. James Cromwell. 

EG Daily 

The follow-up to 1995's Babe tosses the hapless 
“sheepjjMg" into the midst of the city where be 
becomes the unlikely saviour of a bunch of waifs. 
Knockabout comedy is kept to a minimum jn 
favour of a bleak arnmatromc fairytale that 
verges on the sadistic. Adults should go a bundle 
on Miller’s skewed, carnival ambience. What 
kids will make ofit is anyone’s giwss - 
Wes£ End- ABC Baker Street, ABC Tottenham 
Court Road, Barbican Screen, Clapfoam Picture 
House. Elepiiwii & Castle Coronet, Empire 
Leicester Square, Hammersmith Virgin, Odeon 
Camden Toum, Odeon Kensington, Odeon 
Marble Arch, Odeon Swiss Cottage, UCI Whiteleys, 
Virgin Fulham Road, Virgin Trocadero 

DANCING AT LUGHMASA (PG) 

Director; Pat O'Connor 

Starring: Mwyt Streep. Michael Gambon. 

Kathy Burke 

Less a dance, more of a trudge, O'Cannor’s Ireland- 
set saga pinpoints the ebb and flow of an eccentric 
Catholic family in deepest Donegal. What gives it 
backbone is Meryl Streep’s regal performance as 
the brood's eldest sister, phis the ever-watchable 
Michael Gambon as the homecoming brother But 
it's not enough, and its static, stage-play origins are 
aiJ too readily apparent 

West End: Curzon Mayfair, Screen on the HUl 

- ^35 A WONDERFUL LIFE OJ> 

‘ curator: Frank Capra 
Starring; James Stewart, Donna Reed. Lionel 
Banymore 

Capra's festive bauble is a lot darter and more 
complex than it is generally given credit for being, 
with James Stewart's labouring everyman shown 
how dreary his hometown would have been had he 
never been bom, before returning merrily to his Job¬ 
like existence. Its syrupy sentimentality contains 
a thick vein ofbfle, and at the day's end this is the 
making of the film; turning it intoa bittersweet salute 
to the little man who makes a big difference. 

West End. Curzon Soho, Gate Notting HiR, 
Phoenix Cinema, Ritzy Cinema 

ON CONNAIT LA CHANSON fPG) 

Director Alain Resnais 

Starring: Pierre Arditi, Sabine Azema 

7-A| him or loathe him. Last Year at Marieribad 

uuitur Resnais is a queer fish. Fbur years after the 


Continental breakfast he made of Alan 
Ayckbourn’s SmofdngfNo Smoking comes this 
rattling merry-go-round of romantic intrigue, 
inspired by the work of Dennis Potter”, and 
featuring a lot of Potter-esque Up-synching to 
popular French show tunes. West End: Chelsea 
Cinema Renoir 

RUSH HOUR (15) 

Director Brett Rainer 
Starring; Jackie Chan, Chris Tucker, 

Tom Wilkinson 
Rush Hour marries the Hong Kong action icon 
Jackie Chan with an LA backdrop, a jobbing 
Hollywood director (Money Talks' Rainer) and a 
wise-cracking black comic in Chris Tucker’s huck¬ 
stering LAPD man. Its eaffpinpigri plotline sends 
Easterner and Westerner on the trail of a Chinese 
crime syndicate and oscillates wildly between 
Tuc ker 's verbal dexterity and Chan’s adrenahsed 
pfayscahty. It's a hit-and-miss affair 
West End: Elephant & Castle Coronet, Ham¬ 
mersmith Virgin, Odeon Camden Town, Odeon 
Kensington, Odeon Marble Arch, Odeon Swiss 
Cottage, Plaza, Ritzy Cinema, UCJ Whiteleys, 
Virgin Chelsea. Virgin Trocadero. Warner 
Village West End 

TWILIGHT (151 
Director; Robert Benion 

Starring: Paul Newman. Susan Sarandon, Gene 
Hackman 

Twilight reunites Newman with his Nobody's 
Fool collaborator Benton for a Zimmer-framed 
fOm noir which has the former's ageing gumshoe 
moving in with movie-star buddy Hackman and 
uncovering a skeleton in the fomfly doset While 
this is predictable stuff muscular acting from a 
practised cast moves it along nicely 
West End: Plaza 

YEAR OF THE HORSE (15) 

Director; Jim Jarmusch 
Starring: Neil Young and Crazy Horse 
Jarmusch's documentary on Neil Young and 
Crazy Horse is respectful but never reverential, 
swinging between bracing live footage, robust 
interviews and discerning dips back into the 
archive. As a man, though, Young remains 
oddly oblique and unknowable, loitering in the 
background for most of the off-stage segments. 
He’s content to let his music do the talking. 

West End- ABC Piccadilly, Renoir 


The Independent recommends 


The Five Best Films The Five best plays the Five Best shows 



Out of Sight (15) 

This l ale of love on 
opposite sides of the law 
From director Steven 
Soderbergh manages to 
knock spots off every 
previous Elmore Leonard 
adaptation, and boasts in 
George Clooney and 
Jennifer Lopez the most 
romantic pairing of the 
cinematic veor. 


Antz (PG) 

Computer-animated comedy voiced by a stellar cost 
stars Woody Allen (above) as a worker ant who 
becomes an unlikely opponent of the colony'.s 
totalitarian regime. Allen's best work in a while. 

My Name is Joe (15) 

All that one would expect from a Ken Loach film 
- humour, indignation, emotional sympathy - 
driven hy Peter Mullan's scary, intense performance 
as a recovering alcoholic. 

Ronin (15) 

John Frankenheimer's action thriller is buttressed 
by a fine international cast (Robert De Niro. Jean 
Reno. Stcllan Skarsgard). mooch - French locations 
and a clutch of supercharged car chases. 

The Fountainhead 

(PG; Curzon Soho) 

Gary Cooper plays a visionary architect who 
refuses to buckle under mob pressure in King 
Vidor's astonishing adaptation of the Ayn Rand 
novel. Patricia Neal smoulders opposite him. 

Anthony - Quinn 


The Invention of Love 

Theatre Royal. Haymarket 

A wittv, heartbreaking fantasia by Tom Stoppard 
(belcw) on the twin passions of AE Hnut man : 

scholarship and an unavailable heterosexual friend 
To 24 Apr 

Love Upon the Throne 

Comedy Theatre 

The Charles and Dianu story (weiL up to the 
divorce / presented by the National ThetLn; of Brent 
(all two of ibemi. Very funny and oddly touching. 
To 31 Jan 


Angela Carter’s Cinderella 

Lyric Hammersmith 

A feast of inspired silliness and visual magic from 
Neil Bartlett and Improbable Theatre. To 9 Jan 


Arabian Nights 

Young Vic 
A ravishingly cos¬ 
tumed magic carpel 
ride in the Young 
Vic's incomparable 
tradition of Christmas 
shows. 7o 23 Jan 


Kafka’s Dick 

Piccadilly Theatre 
Spiriting Kafka to 
suburban England, 
this hilarious romp by 

AJan Bennett survives some peculiar 
casting in Peter Hall's revival. To 27 Feb 

Paul Taylor 



Mirror Image National Gallery 
A magpie's delight. Jonathan Miller (below) 
curates a show of mirrors and shiny surfaces in 
painting, with virtuoso reflections from Van Eyck's 
Amolfini portrait to Helen Chadwick's Vaniias. 
To 13 Dec 

Louise Bourgeois Serpentine Gallery 
Autobiographical installations from the surrealist 
sculptress feature a giant mother/ spider presiding 
over images of spinning and weaving, restoration 
and decay. 7b 10 Jan 

Bridget Riley 

Abbott Hall. 

Kendal 

A retrospective of 
Bridget Riley’s work 
from her early Sixties 
Op An, moving 
from rippling mono¬ 
chromes to colour, 
stripes and diagonals. 

To 31 Jan 

Edward 
Burne-Jones 

Birmingham Museum & Art Gallery 
The people's Pre-Raphaelite centenary exhibition 
gathers together many favourites such us King 
Copherua and the Beggar Maid. To 17 Jan 

Chris OfUi Whitworth Gallery, Manchester 
Turner Prize winner OfUi is an upbeat 
original, his surfaces dense and decorative, with 
swirls of dots, eyes, Afros and black icons, and 
incorporating balls of elephant dung. 7b 24 Jan 

TOM LUBBOCK 



Cinema 

west End 


Xan Brooks 


General release 


r ’ t 


ANTZ (PG) 

See The Independent Recommends, above. 
Wfesf End: ABC Tottenham Court Road, Elephant 
& Castle Coronet, Ham me r s mith Virgin, Odeon 
Camden Town, Odeon Kensington, Odeon 
Marble Arch, Odeon Swiss Cottage, Plaza, Ritzy 
Cinema, UCI Whiteleys, Virgin Chelsea, 
Virgin Trocadero 

w 

BLADE 118) 

Monotonous arcade-game thriller about a New 
York vampire-killer tackling a power-crazed new 
bloodsucker West End Odeon Camden Town, 
Odeon Kensington, Odeon Marble Arch, Ritzy 
Cinema, UCI Whiteleys, Virgin Trocadero, 
Warner Village West End 

DEAD IRAN’S CURVE (15) 

The students at writer-director Dan Rosen's 
American college are trying to butcher each 
ofb-^ed into temptation by an obscure 
^uvduon that awards straight A-grades to the 
room-mates of suicides. Though not as nasty as 
the Scream films, tins delivers a respectable 
quota of shocks. West En± Metro, Virgin Trocadero 

ELIZABETH (15) 

Shekhar Kapur’s follow-up to Bandit Queen is the 
story of a female struggling to gain purchase in 
a male world, Kapur largely neglects the chance 
for 1^ in a stotyrf independence triumphing over 
cruelty. West End Odeon Haymarket, Odeon 
Kensington, Odeon Mezzanine, Odeon Swiss 
Cottage, Virgin Fulham Road 

THE EXORCIST (25TH ANNIVERSARY 
Rfil^LEASE) (18) 

The Exorcist is a creature conditioned by rumour 
and hearsay its legend swelling in the 25 years 
since its release: But William Friedkin’s horror 
is still terrifying. West EndClapham Picture 
House, Ritzy Cinema, Warner Village West End 

FEAR AND LOATHING IN LAS VEGAS (18) 
Ihny Gilliam's adaptation tilts at Ralph Steadman 
cartoonery for its tale of a drug-fuelled 
journalistic assignment The film soon descends 
into a carnival of narcotic lunacy, and the one 
stand-out is Johnny Depp who brings Hunter S 
Thompson into bald-headed, pigeon-toed life. 
TCfest End ABC Baker Street, Empire Leicester 
Square, Odeon Camden Tbvm,VjrgmIlaymarket 

FOUNTAINHEAD (PG) 

. ut. The Independent Recommends, above. 

West End Curzon Scha 

Br ONLY (15) 

Mix Tiodve Monkeys with Four Weddings and a 
Funeral and you’d get Maria Ripofl’s dreadful 
Angto-Sfcanish comedyaboata dumped boyfriend 
who is transported back in time by mysterious 
Spanish dustmen. West Bind: Odeon Mezzanine 

LEFT LUGGAGE (PG) 

Jeroen Krabbe’s first stab as a director results 
in an uncertain soap opera, focusing on the ebbs 
and flows within a Hasidic family in 1970s H oD a nd . 

Fitful as drama, the film comes to life as a show¬ 
case for its high-pn^perfoni^rs and newewner 

Laura Fraser. West End: ABC Swiss Centre, 
Curzon Mvnema, Odeon Swiss Cottage, Phoenix 
Cinema, Screen on Baker Street 

LOCK) STOCK ft TWO SMOKING 
BARRELS (18) 

LoAk Stock and Two Smoking Beards’ defining 

chiKrteristfeisitsresifiemnxgalify.' I^pictme 

is peopled fay thugs, both amateurand pro fe s sional . 
Young Edtfy; who comes unstuck in a high-stakes 
card game, fells into the former category, but 
Hatchet Harry, to whom be owes £500,000, is an 
old-school pro. WUst End Odeon Kensington, 
Odeon Mezzanine, Warner Village West End 


LES MISERABLES (12) 

Bifle August turns Victor Hugo’s novel into an 
enormous film and it's as traditional as literary 
adaptations come these days. It’s earnest, 
differential and almost humourless. West End' 
Odeon West End 

MULAN (U) 

In Disney’s animated feature, a girl disguises 
hersetf as a sokfier to spare her father from 
combat This has got it afl. A pro-active heroine; a 
strong father/daughter relationship; honour and 
nobflily, and, of course, cross-dressing. If s also 
visually innovative. West End: Hammersmith 
Virgin, OdeanCamdenTnon, Odeon Kensington, 
Odeon Marble Arab, Odeon Mezzanine, Odeon 
Swiss Cottage, UCI Whiteleys, Virgin Chelsea, 
Virgin Trocadero, WarnerViUnQe West End 

MY NAME IS JOE (15) 

See The Independent Recommends, above. 
West End; ABC Tottenham Court Road, Ritzy 
Cinema, Screen on die Green. Virgin Chelsea, 
Virgin Haymarket 

THE NEGOTIATOR (15) 

Samuel L Jackson and Kevin Spacey go bead to 
head in Gray’s thrilling drama. The script has a 
predilection for junk-beaded swearing that 
sounds uneasy in the mouths of such articulate, 
rhetorical performers. West End: ABC Tottenham 
Court Road, Hammersmith Virgin, Notting HtO. 
Coronet, Odeon Camden Town, Odeon Marble 
Arch, UCI Whiteleys , Virgin Fulham Road, 
Virgin Trocadero, Warner Village West End 

OUT OF SIGHT (15) 

See The Independent Recommends, above. 

West End Barbican Screen, Clapham Picture 
House, Elephant & Castle Coronet, Empire 
Leicester Square, Gate Notting Hid, Hammer¬ 
smith Virgin, Odeon Camden Town, Odeon 
Kensington, Odeon Marble Arch, Odeon Swiss 
Cottage, Ritzy Cinema, Screen on Baker Street, 
UCI Whiteleys, Virgin Chelsea, Virgin Trocadero 

THE PWLADELPHIA STORY (ID 

As civilised and graceful as any romantic 
comedy ever made. West End; Curzon Soho 

ROMM 05) 

See The Independent Recommends, above. 

West End Odeon Camden Itium, Odeon Kens¬ 
ington, Odeon Leicester Square, Odeon Marble 
Arxh,OdemSvnssCottnge,OdeonWestEmlUCI 
Whiteleys, Virgin Fulham Road 

ROUNDERS (15) 

John Dahl's poker-club thriller is not a grand 
comeback for the (Erector of The LostSeductum 
bat ifscertainfy an im p rovement on theeminentfy 
forgettable Unforgettable. West End- Virgin 
ChdseOyWfornerVaiageWestEnd 

SLUMS OF BEVERLY HILLS 05) 

Tamara Jenkins’s fictiooalified account of her own 


the wit of The Ice Storm and Boogie Nitfits, But 


by a superb central performer in Alan Aridn. Wfest 
End: ABC Shaftesbury Avenue, Ritzy Cinema 

VICTORY (15) 

A Conrad adaptation which takes us to a sleazy 
hotel in the South Seas, and provides some safe, 


End ABC Panion Street, Clapham Picture House 

THE WISDOM OF CROCODILES 05) 

Jude Law plays a vampire who wines and dines 
big vj rttimg. An attempt to give an adult twist to a 


WbstEnd ABC Panton Street,.ABC Shaftesbury 
Avenue, Clapham Picture House 


ABC BAKER STREET 

(0B70 9020418) Baker Street 
Babe: Pig In The Gey 1.20pm. 
3.40pm. 6.10pm, 8.40pm Fear 
And Loathing In Las Vegas 
2.25pm, 5.25pm. 8.15pm 

ABC PANTON STREET 

(0870 9020404) «• Piccadilly 
Grcus The Last Days of Disco 
1.10pm. 3.40pm, 6pm. 8.25pm A 
Perfect Murder 2.40pm. 5.40pm. 
8.20pm Victory 1.10pm. 3.35pm. 
6.05pm, 8.35pm The Wisdom of 
Crocodiles l.lOpm, 3.30pm, 
6pm. 8.30pm 

ABC PICCADILLY 

(0171-287 4322 (from Tpm) 
■O Piccadilly Grcus Ha mam: The 
Turkish Bath 1.25pm. 3.50pm, 
6.10pm. 8.35pm Vlear of The 
Horse 1.20pm, 3.50pm. 6.10pm. 
8.30pm 

ABC SHAFTESBURY AVENUE 

(0870 9020402) B- Leicester 
Square/Tonenham Court Road 
Slums of Beverly Hills 1.30pm. 
3.50pm. 6.25pm, 8.55pm The 
Wisdom of Crocodiles 1.05pm, 
3.25pm. 5.50pm, 8.25pm 

ABC SWISS CaiTRE 

(0870 9020403] e Leicester 
5quare/Piccadilty Grcus Angel 
Sharks 1.30pm. 3.25pm. 

5.20pm. 7.15pm. 9.10pm The 
Governess 1.45pm. 4.05pm, 

6.25pm, 8.45pm Left Luggage 
1 -30pm, 4.35pm. 6.45pm, 

8.55pm La Vie Rme Des Anges 
1.25pm, 3.45pm. 6.05pm, 

8.25pm 

ABC TOTTENHAM COURT 
ROAD 

(0870 9020414) -O fbttenham 
Court Road Antz 1.25pm, 
6.40pm Babe: Pig In The Gey 
1.35pm. 4pm. 7.05pm. 9.30pm 
My Name Is Joe 1.15pm. 4pm, 
6.40pm. 9.2 Opm The Negotiator 
3.40pm. 8.50pm 

BARBICAN SCREEN 

(0171-638 -8891) O Barbican 
Babe; Pig In The city 1.30pm, 
6pm. 8,15pm Out of Sight 6pm. 
8.40pm 

CHELSEA CWEMA 

(0171-351 3742) O Stoane 

Square On Conn ait La Chanson 
1pm, 3.30pm. 6pm, 8.35pm 

CLAPHAM PICTURE HOUSE 

(0171-498 3323) O Clapham 
Common Babe: Pig In The City 
1.45pm, 4.15pm. 6.45pm. 

9.30pm The Exorcist (25th 
Anniversary Rerelease) 4.30pm. 
9.15pm Out of Sight 1.30pm. 
4pm, 6.30pm. 9pm Victory 2pm 
The Wisdom of Crocodiles 7pm 

CURZON MAYFAIR 

(0171-369 1720) O Green Park 
Dancing Ac Lugfmasa 2pm. 
4.15pm. 6.30pm. 9pm 

CURZON SOHO 

(0171-734 2255 (12pm-6pm) 

^ Leicester Squan&Tottenham 
Court Road The Eel 1.30pm. 
4.15pm. 6.45pm, 9.15pm The 
Fbuntainhead 2.45pm Henry 
Foot 3.20pm. 9pm It's A 
Wonderful Life 12.45pm, 
6,30pm The Philadelphia Story 
12.30pm. 5pm. 9.30pm 

ELEPHANT & CASTLE 
CORONET 

(0171-703 4968) & Elephant h 
Castle Antz 3.45pm, 5.40pm 
Babe: Pig tn The Qty 4pm, 
6.20pm, 8.30pm Out or Sight 
8.35pm Rush Hour 4.10pm, 
6.30pm. 8.45pm 

EMPIRE LEICESTER SQUARE 

(0990-888990) O Leicester 
Square Babe: Pig In The Qty 
11am. 1.15pm, 3.45pm, 6.15pm, 
8.45pm Fear And Loathing In 
Las Vegas 12.40pm. 330pm, 
6.10pm. 9pm Out or Sight 
12 . 10 pm, 2.55pm, 5.50pm. 

3.35pm 

GATE NOTTING HILL 

(0171-727 4043) O Notting Hill 
Gate it’s A Wonderful Life 
1.40pm Out of Sight 4.10pm, 
6.40pm, 9,05pm 

HAMMERSRHYH VIRGIN 

(0870-9070718) ■O Ravenscourt 
Rark/Hammersmirh Ancz 2.30pm, 
4.40pm. 6.40pm Babe: Pig In 
The City 2.10pm, 4.20pm, 

6.30pm, 8.50pm The Negotiator 
8.40pm Out of Sight 12.50pm. 
3.30pm. 6.20pm. 9.10pm Rush 
Hour 1pm. 3.30pm. 6.10pm, 
9pm 


CURZON MINEMA 

(0171-369 1723) o Hyde Park 
Corner/Knightsbridge Left 

Luggage 2.50pm, 6.50pm La Vie 
Revee Des Anges 4.40pm, 
8.40pm 

NOTTING HILL CORONET 

(0171-727 6705} » Notting Hill 
Gate The Negotiator 2. ] 5pm. 
5.15pm. 8.15pm 

ODEON CAMDEN TOWN 

(08705 050007) O Camden Town 
Antz 12.55pm Babe: Pig In The 
Gey 12.15pm. 2.30pm, 4.40pm. 
6.45pm. B.55pm The Negotiator 
12.25pm. 3.10pm. 5.10pm. 

8.35pm Out of Sight 12.10pm. 
3pm, 5.55pm. 8.35pm Ronin 
3.15pm. 6pm, 8.45pm Rush 
Hour 12.10pm. 2.20pm. 4.30pm. 
6.40pm, 9pm 

ODEON HAYMARKET 

(08705 050007} e Piccadilly 
Grcus Elizabeth 2.15pm. 5pm. 
7.45pm 

ODEON KENSINGTON 

(08705 050007) O High Street 
Kensington Antz 12.50pm, 
2.50pm. 4.50pm Babe: Pig In 
The Gty 12.15pm. 2.40pm, 

5.05pm. 7.30pm. 9.55pm Blade 
6.50pm, 9.35pm Elizabeth 

6.55pm Out of Sight 12.20pm. 
3.20pm. 6.20pm. 9.20pm Ronin 
12.30pm. 3.25pm. 6.20pm. 

9.15pm Rush Hour 1.50pm, 
4.25pm. 7pm. 9.35pm Snake 
Eyes 1.45pm, 4.20pm, 9.45pm 

ODEON LEICESTER SQUARE 

(08705 050007) O Leicester 
5quare Ronin 12.35pm. 3.10pm. 
5.45pm, 8.20pm 

ODEON MARBLE ARCH 

(08705 050007) O Marble Arch 
Babe: Pig la The Gty 11.55am. 
2.20pm. 4.45pm. 7.10pm. 

9.35pm The Negotiator 
11.45am. 2.50pm. 5.55pm. 9pm 
Out of Sight 12.20pm. 3.1Spm, 
6.05pm. 8.55pm Ronin 12.35pm. 
3.25pm, 6.20pm, 9.05pm Rush 
Hour 11.50am, 2,15pm, 4.40pm. 
7.05pm, 9.30pm 

ODEON MEZZANINE 

(08705 050007) O Leicester 

Square Elizabeth 12.35pm. 

3.05pm. 5.35pm. 8-20pm If Only 
1.05pm. 3.30pm, 5.55pm. 
8.25pm Lock, Stock & Two 
Smoking Barrels 1.25pm. 
3.55pm, 6.20pm, 8.35pm Snake 
Eyes 2pm. 4.10pm, 6.20pm. 
8.35 pm There’s Something 

About Mary 12.45pm. 3.15pm, 
5.45pm. 8.20pm The Wedding 
Singer 2.20pm, 4.25pm, 6.35pm, 
8.45pm 

OOEON SWISS COTTAGE 
(08705 050007) e Swiss Cottage 
Antz 12.30pm. 2.30pm, 4.40pm. 
6.45pm, 8.55pm Babe: Kg In 
The Gty 1pm, 3.30pm. 6pm. 
8.25pm Elizabeth 12.10pm, 

5.50pm Left Luggage 1.30pm. 
3.50pm. 6.15pm. B.45pm Out of 
Sight 12.20pm, 3pm, 5.35pm. 
8.20pm Ronfn 3pm, 8.30prn 
Rush Hour 1.30pm, 4pm. 
6.30pm, 8,50pm 

ODEON WEST END 

(08705 050007) •& Leicester 
Square Les Miserable® 2pm. 
5.30pm, 8.20pm Ronin 12,35pm. 
3.10pm, 5.45pm, 8.20pm Snake 
Eyes 1.40pm, 4pm. 6.20pm. 
8.40pm 

PEPSI IMAX CINEMA 

(0171 -k94 4153) O Piccadilly 
Grcus Across The Sea of Time - 
A New York Adventure (3-D) 

12.45pm, 5.05pm Everest 3pm, 
7.25pm, 9.30pm T-Rex: Back To 
The Cretaceous (3-D) 11.40am, 
1.55pm, 4pm, 6.20pm, 8.25pm, 
T0.30pm 

PLAZA 

(0990-888990) •& Piccadilly Circus 
Antz 1.15pm, 3.40pm Rush Hour 
1.30pm. 3.50pm. 6.10pm, 

8.40pm Saving Private Ryan 
3.15pm. 7.15pm The Truman 
Show 6pm. 8.30pm Twilight 
1pm, 3.45pm, 6,15pm. 8.35pm 

RENOW 

(0171-837 8402) O Russell 

Square On ConnaJt La Chanson 
1pm. 3.30pm, 6pm. 8-35pm The 
Knowledge of Healing 4.05pm 
Year of The Horse 1.50pm, 
6.25pm. 8.45pm 

RIO OHEMA 

(0171-254 6677) BR: Dalston 
Kings land The 6th London 
Turkish Film Festival Phone for 
details Aay 6.30pm Hamam: The 
Turkish Bach 9pm Lavs 
Under Siege 2pm Mixed Pizza 
4.15pm 


RITZY CINEMA 

(0171-733 2229) BR/e Brixton 
Antz 7.35pm Buffalo 66 2pm, 
7pm Gty of Lost Children 
1.35pm It's A Wonderful Life 
2.1 Opm. 4.50pm My Name Is Joe 
3.45pm. 6.30pm, 9.10pm (+ 
Short: The Man Who held His 
Breath) Out of Sight 1.10pm. 
3.55pm. 6.15pm, 9.15pm Rush 
Hour 1.45pm. 4.15pm, 6.50pm. 
9.20pm Soul Food 9.30pm The 
Truman Show 4.30pm. 9.25pm 

SCREEN ON BAKER STREET 

(0171-935 2772) 8 Baker Street 
Left Luggage 2.30pm, 4.40pm. 
6.50pm. 9pm Out oF Sight 
3.40pm. 6.10pm, 8.40pm 

SCREEN ON THE GREEN 

10171-226 3520) e Angel My 
Name Is Joe 3.30pm. 6.30pm, 
8.50pm 

SCREEN ON THE HILL 

(0171-435 3366) O Belsize Rark 
Dancing At Lughnasa 2.45pm. 
4.50pm, 6.55pm, 9.05pm 

UCI WHITELEYS 

(0990-886990) ■©■ Queensway 
Babe: Pig In The City 4pm. 
4.50pm, 6.10pm. 7.20pm. 

9.50pm Blade 3.40pm. 6.30pm. 
9pm The Negotiator 3.30pm. 
6.20pm. 9.10pm Out of Sight 
3.10pm. 6pm, 8.50pm Primary 
Colors 8.40pm Ronin 6.50pm. 
9.20pm Rush Hour 4.30pm. 
7pm, 9.30pm 

VIRGIN CHELSEA 

(0870-9070710) «■ Sloane 

Square/South Kensington Antz 
12.30pm, 2.30pm, 4.30pm, 

6.30pm My Name Is Joe 8.30pm 
out of Sight 12.30pm. 3pm. 
6.10pm. 8.45pm Rounders 

12.50pm. 3.30pm. 6pm. 9pm 
Rush Hour 2pm, 4.30pm, 7pm, 
9.15pm 

VIRGIN FULHAM ROAD 

(0870-9070711) «■ South 

Kensington Babe: Pig bi The acy 
lpm. 3pm, 5pm. 7.10pm, 
9.30pm Elizabeth 2pm. 5.30pm. 
8.20pm The Negotiator 
12.40pm. 3.30pm. 6.20pm. 

8.50pm A Perfect Murder 
2.30pm. 5.50pm. 8.40pm Ronin 
1.20pm. 4pm. 6.40pm. 9.20pm 
There’s Something About Mary 
2.15pm. 6pm, 8.50pm 

VIRGIN HAYMARKET 

(0870-9070712) ^ Piccadilly 

Grcus Fear And Loathing In Las 
Vegas 12.45pm. 3.20pm, 8.35pm 
My Name Is Joe 12.55pm. 
3.30pm. 8.45pm There's 

Something About Mary 
12.30pm. 3.10pm, 5.50pm, 

8.25pm 


VIRGIN TROCADERO 
(0870-9070716) «■ Piccadilly 

Grcus Antz 12.10pm. 2.20pm. 
4,40pm, 6.40pm. 8-50pm Babe: 
Pig In The Gty 1pm, 3.20pm. 
5.40pm. 8pm Blade 12.10pm. 
3pm, 5.50pm, 8.40pm Mean 
Guns 9pm The Negotiator 2pm. 
5.30pm. 6.30pm Out of Sight 
l2noon, 2.50pm, 5-40pm. 

8.30pm Rush Hour 12.10pm, 
225pm, 4.40pm, 7pm. 9.20pm 
The Human Show 1pm. 3.30pm. 
6.20pm 

WARNER VILLAGE WEST END 

(0171-437 4343) O Leicester 
Square Blade 120pm, 4pm, 
6.40pm, 9.20pm The Exorcist 
' (25th Anniversary Rereteasel 
12.30pm, 3.20pm, 6pm, 8.40pm 
Lethal Weapon 4 11.50pm, 

2.30pm. 520pm. 8.10pm Lock, 
Stock & Two Smoking Barrels 

I, 20 pm, 3.40pm, 6.20pm< 8-5Opm 

Mu Ian 1120am The Negotiator 
12.10pm, 2,30pm. 3.10pm. 

6.10pm, 8.30pm, 9,10pm A 

Perfect: Murder 1.10pm. 3.50pm, 
6.30pm, 9pm Rounders 5.55pm 
Rush Hour 12.50pm. 1.50pm, 
320pm, 420pm, 5.50pm, 7pm. 
6.20pm. 9.30pm. 

CINEMA 

London Locals 

ACTON 

PARK ROYAL WARNER VILLAGE 
(0181-8960066) ^ Park Royal Antz 
2.30pm, 4.40pm, 6.50pm, 8.55pm 
Babe: Pig In The Gty 1.30pm, 
2.40pm, 3.50pm. 5.05pm. 6.05pm. 
7.20pm. 8.20pm Blade 1 pm. 4pm. 
6.40pm. 9.50pm The Negotiator 
3.05pm. 6.05pm. 9. 1 5pm Out Of 
Sight 1.30pm, 4.10pm, 7.10pm. 
10pm Ronin lpm, 3.30pm, 9.05pm 
Rush Hour 1.20pm. 3.05pm, 
3.40pm. 4.30pm, 6.15pm. 7pm. 
8.40pm. 9.30pm Snake Eyes 

II. 40pm There’s Something About 
Mary 6.25pm 


BARKING 

ODEON (08705 050007) O Bark¬ 
ing Antz 12,10pm. 2.05pm, 4pm 
Babe: Pig In The City 1.15pm. 
3.30pm. 5.45pm. 8.15pm Blade 
12.30pm. 3pm, 5.30pm, 8pm 
Elizabeth 12.30pm. 3.15pm. 
5.50pm, 8.30pmm Kuch Kuch Hots 
Hai l2noon, 3.40pm. 7.20pm Out 
of Sight 5.55pm 8.30pm Rush Hour 
12noon. 2.15pm, 4.30pm. 6.45pm, 
9pm 

BARNET 

ODEON (08705 050007) O- High 
Barnet Antz 1.50pm. 4.15pm, 
6.10pm Babe: Pig In The City 
1.40pm, 3.55pm. 620pm. 8.55pm 
Blade 8.20pm Out of Sight 2pm. 
5.10pm. 8.10pm Ronin 2.40pm. 
5.25pm, 8.20pm; Rush Hour 
2.30pm. 5.55pm, 8.40pm 

BECKENHAM 

ABC (0870 902 0412) BR: Beck¬ 
enham Junction Antz 12.20pm. 
5pm. 7pm Babe: Pig In The Oty 
1.15pm. 4pm, 6.30pm. 8.45pm 
Fargo 11.30am Out of Sight 
2.20pm. 8.20pm Rush 

Hour 1.10pm, 3.50pm, 6.10pm. 
8.50pm 

BEXLEYKEATH 

ONEWORLD (0181-303 1550) BR: 
Bexleyheach Antz 12.30pm, 
2.30pm. 4.30pm, 5.30pm, 7.30pm 
Babe: Pig In The Gty 12.30pm. 
1.15pm. 2.45pm. 3.30pm, 5pm, 
6pm, 8.15pm Blade 2pm, 4.45pm, 
7.15pm. 9.45pm Elizabeth 

12.30pm, 3pm. 9.30pm The 
Negotiator 12.50pm, 3.40pm. 
6.30pm. 9.20pm Out of Sight 
1pm. 4pm. 7pm, 9.40pm Ronin 
7pm, 9.30pm Rush Hour 12.20pm, 
2.35pm. 420pm, 6.30pm, 7.10pm, 
8.50pm. 9.40pm There's 

Something About Mary 7.25pm. 
9.40pm The human Show 12noon, 
2.25pm, 5.20pm 

BROMLEY 

ODEON (08705 050007) BR Brom¬ 
ley North Antz 2.05pm, 3.50pm 
Babe: Pig In The City 1.25pm. 
3.45pm. 6.10pm, 8.45pm Blade 
5.55pm, 8.40pm Out of Sight 
1.50pm. 4.10pm, 6.30pm. 8.55pm 

CATFORD 

ABC (0181-698 3306) BR - Catforti. 
Babe: Pig In The Gty 1 pm, 3.30pm, 
6pm. 8.30pm Rush Hour 1.15pm. 
3.45pm. 6.15pm. 8.45pm 

CROYDON 

CLOCKTOWER (0181-253 1030] 
BR: Croydon West/East It’s A 
Wonderful Life 12.15pm, 2.45pm. 
5.30pm, 8.15pm 

SAFARI (0181-688 3422) BR West 
Croydon. Antz 5pm Babe: Pig In 
The Gey 6pm. 8pm Out of Sight 
4.45pm. 6.50pm Rush Hour 
6.30pm. 8.30pm 

WARNER VILLAGE (0181-680 
8090) BR: East Croydon Antz 
12.40pm, 2.45pm. 5.05pm, 

7.05pm. 9.10pm Babe: Pig In The 
Gty 1.30pm, 2.10pm, 3.50pm, 
4.45pm, 6.10pm. 7.20pm. 8.30pm 
Blade 12.50pm. 3.30pm. 6.30pm. 
9.20pm The Negotiator 11.50am. 
2.50pm. 5.50pm. 8.50pm Out of 
Sight 1.15pm. 3.40pm. 6.15pm. 
8.45pm 11.40pm RDnin 1.20pm, 
4pm, 9.20pm Rush Hour 1.50pm, 
4.20pm, 6.55pm, 9.40pm There's 
Something About Mary 6.40pm 

DAGENHAM 

WARNER (0181-592 2020) * Da¬ 
genham Heathway Antz 2.30pm, 
4.40pm, 6.40pm. 8.40pm Babe: Pig 
In The aty 1,30pm. 2.15pm. 4pm, 
4.45pm, 6.30pm. 7.15pm, 9.40pm 
Blade 3pm. 6.15pm, 9.10pm The 
Negotiator 3.10pm, 6pm, 9.20pm 
Out of Sight 12.50pm. 3.25pm. 
6.10pm, 9.15pm Ronin Prog 
1.10pm. 4.10pm, 9.45pm Rush 
Hour lpm, 1.50pm, 3.30pm. 
4.30pm. 6.20pm, 7pm. 9pm, 
9.30pm Snake Eyes 8.50pm 
There’s Something About Mary 
7.05pm 

EALING 

VIRGIN UXBRIDGE ROAD 
(0870-907 0719) BFVBEafing Broad, 
way Antz 2pm, 4pm Babe P(g In The 
Gty 1.15pm. 3.30pm. 5.45pm, 8pm 
The Land GMs 2.30pm, 5.30pm. 
8.15pm Rush Hour 2.15pm, 4.30pm. 
6.50pm. 9pm 

EDGWARE 

BEUE-VUE 10181-381 2556) 

«■ Edgware Bade Miyan Chore 
Miyan phone for times The 
Exorcist (25th Anniversary Rere¬ 
lease) 5.15pm, 8.15pm Fire phone 
tor times Jhoote Bole Kauwa Kaate 
Phone tor details Kuch Kuch Hota 
Hal Phone for details Mdrndi phone 
for times Pardeshl Babu Phone for 
times 


EDMONTON 

LEE VALLEY UCI 12 (0990- 
888990) & Tottenham Hale Antz Fri 
2.05pm, 2.50pm. 4.1 Opm. 5.10pm. 
6.40pm: 2.05pm. 2.20pm. 4.10pm. 
4.40pm. 6.40pm Babe: Pig In The 
City 2pm, 3.30pm, 4.30pm, 6pm. 
7pm. 8.30pm Blade 2.10pm. 
4.45pm, 7.20pm The Exorcist 
(25th Anniversary Rerelease) 
6.50pm Kuch Kuch Hota Hai 
9.40pm The Negotiator 2.10pm. 
5.20pm. 8.40pm Out of Sight 
3.1 Opm. 6.20pm. 920pm The Play, 
er's Club 7.10pm. 9.50pm Ronin 
3pm. 6.10pm. 9.30pm Rush Hour 
2.30pm. 4pm. 5pm. 6.30pm, 
7.30pm. 9pm. 10pm Saving Private 
Ryan 8.50pm Small Soldiers 
1.50pm. 4.20pm There's Some¬ 
thing About Mary 9.55pm Twilight 
4.50pm. 7.40pm. 10.20pm 

FELTHAM 

ONEWORLD THE MOVIES (0181- 
867 0555) BR; Feltham Antz 
12noon. 2pm, 4pm, 6pm. 8pm 
Babe: Pig In The City 11am. 
12noon. 1,20pm, 2.30pm. 3.40pm, 
4.50pm, 5.50pm, 8pm Blade 

I. 45pcn, 4.30pm. 7.10pm. 9.45pm 
China Gate 1.50pm, 5.20pm, 
8.50pm Doll Sajake Rakhna 

II. 30am. 2.45pm. 6pm. 9.30pm 
Jhoole Bole Kauwa Kaate 11.10am, 
2.30pm, 6.20pm. 9.45pm Kuch 
Kuch Hota Hai 1pm. 4.30pm. 8pm. 
!0pm Mefmdl 11.30am. 6.20pm 
The Negotiator lpm, 4pm, 7pm, 
10pm Out oF Sight 1.25pm. 
4.10pm, 6.50pm, 9.30pm ftirdeshi 
Babu 2.45pm. 9.55pm Ronin 7pm. 
9.35pm Rush Hour 11.40am. 2pm. 
4.20pm. 6.40pm, 7.30pm, 8.50pm. 
9.50pm The Soldier (Asian Film) 
12noon, 3.20pm. 6.20pm. 9.25pm 
There's Something About Mary 
9.55pm The Truman Show 
11.15am. 1.40pm, 4.20pm 

FINCHLEY 

WARNER VILLAGE (0181-446 
9344) ©■ East Finchley/Finchley 
Central Antz 12.50pm. 3pm. 
5.10pm, 7.30pm. 10pm Babe: Pig 
In The Gty 1pm, 2 .20pm. 3.20pm. 
4.40pm. 5.40pm. 7.10pm. 8.30pm 
Blade 1.10pm. 3.50pm. 7.20pm. 
9.45pm Elizabeth 1,20pm The Ne¬ 
gotiator 2.50pm. 6pm, 9.10pm Out 
of Sight 1.40pm, 4.20pm. 7pm, 
9.40pm Ronin 4,05pm, 9.20pm. 
9.20pm Rounders 9.30pm Rush 
Hour 2.10pm. 4.30pm, 6.40pm. 
9pm There's Something About 
Mary 6.50pm 

FINCHLEY ROAD WARNER 
VILLAGE (0181-446 9977)ORnch- 
ley Road Antz 2pm, 4pm. 6pm. 
8pm. 10.15pm Babe: Pig In The 
Qty ].20pm. 2.15pm. 3.40pm. 
4.45pm, 6.30pm, 7.15pm, 9pm 
Blade 4.30pm, 10.10pm The 
Negotiator 1pm. 3.50pm. 6.50pm. 
9.45pm Out of Sight 1.05pm. 
3.50pm. 6.45pm. 9.30pm Ronin 
1.30pm, 4.25pm. 7.15pm. 10pm 
Rounders 2pm, 7.25pm Rush Hour 
2.10pm. 4.30pm. 6.40pm, 9.00pm 

SOLDERS GREEN 
ABC (0181-455 1 724) Q Gold«?rs 
Green Babe: Pig In The City 
1.45pm. 4.05pm. 6.20pm, 8.35pm 

GREENWICH 

CINEMA (0T8I-293 0101) BR: 
Greenwich The Negotiator 3,25pm. 
6.15pm. 9.15pm Out of Sight 
3.45pm, 6.25pm. 9.05pm Rush 
Hour 4.30pm, 7pm, 9.30pm 

HARROW 

SAFARI CINEMA (0181 -426 0303) 

^ Harrow-on-the-Hill China Gate 
T.30pm. 5pm Doli Sajake Rakhna 
8.45pm Fire 8.45pm The Soldier 
(Aslan Film) 1.30pm, 5pm 

WARNER VILLAGE (01B1-42 7 
9009} €F Harrow on the Hill Antz 
12.40pm, 2.40pm. 4.40pm, 

6.40pm. 8.40pm Babe 11.40am, 
1.10pm. 2.10pm. 3.40pm. 4.40pm, 
6.10pm. 7.10pm, 8.30pm Blade 

I, 05pm, 3.45pm. 6.25pm. 9.10pm 
Elizabeth 1,20pm The Negotiator 

II. 20am, 2.30pm, 5.40pm. 8.50pm 
Out of Sight 1.15pm. 3.55pm. 
6.35pm, 9.20pm Ronin 4pm. 
9.40pm Rush Hour 11.30am. 
1.30pm, 2pm. 4pm. 4.30pm, 
6.30pm, 7pm. 9pm, 9.30pm Snake 
Eyes 9.50pm There's Something 
About Mary 6.50pm 

HOLLOWAY 

ODEON (08705-050007) O Arch¬ 
way Antz 1.40pm. 3.45pm, 
S,45pm. 7.40pm Babe: Pig In The 
Gty 12.05pm, 2.20pm, 4.35pm, 
6.50pm. 9.05pm Blade 12.40pm. 

3.15pm, 6pm, 8.40pm The E»rdst 
(25th Anniversary Rereiease) 
8.35pm The Negotiator 2.25pm, 
5.20pm. 8.20pm Out of Sight 
12.25pm. 3.05pm. 5.45pm. 8J25pm 
Ronin 12.50pm. 3.25pm, 6.05pm 
8.40pm Rush Hour 12.05pm' 
1.45pm, 2.20pm, 4pm. 4.35pm’ 

6.15pm, 6.50pm. 8.30pm, 9.05pm' 
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ILFORD 

ODEON (08705-050007) e Gants 
Hill Antz 230pm. 4.25pm. 6.15pm 
Babe: Pig In The Qcy 2pm. 4_20pm. 
6.40pm, 8.50pm Blade 3pm, 
5.40pm. 8.25pm Out of Sight 
2.50pm. 5.30pm, 8.20pm Ronin 
8.10pm Rush Hour 2.50pm. 6pm. 
8.40pm 

KILBURN 

TRICYCLE THEATRE (0171-328 
1000) O' Kilbum Dancing AC 
Lughnasa 6.30pm, 8.45pm 

KINGSTON 

ABC OPTIONS (0870-902 0409) 
BR: Kingston Antz 6pm Babe: Pig 
In The Clcy 1.20pm, 3.50pm, 
6.15pm, 8.35pm Out of Sight 
2.10pm, 8.05pm Rush Hour 
1.30pm. 3.50pm. 6.15pm, 8.40pm 

lUUSWELLHILL 

ODEON (08705-050007) 

•O High gate Antz 1,30pm, 3.45pm 
Babe: Pig In The City 1.50pm. 
4.10pm. 6.30pm, 9pm Out of 
Sight 2.40pm. 5.50pm. 8.25pm 
Ronin 5.40pm, 8.20pm 

PECKHANI 

PREMIER (0181-235 3006) 

BR: Peckham Rye Antz 4.45pm 
Babe: Pig In The City 4.40pm. 
6.50pm. 9.05pm Blade 4.30pm. 
6.55pm, 9.25pm E&zabeth 7pm The 
Negotiator 3.25pm. 6.20pm. 
9.15pm Out oF Sight 3.45pm. 
6.15pm. 9.05pm Ronin 9.10pm 
Rush Hour'4.30pm. 7pm. 9.30pm 

PUR LEY 

ABC (0870-9020407) BR: Purley 
Antz 5.40pm Babe: Pig In The Gty 
5.55pm. 8.30pm The Negotiator 
8pm Rush Hour 5.25pm. 8.10pm 

PUTNEY ABC 

PUTNEY ABC (0870-9020401) 
0 Putney Bridge. BR: Putney. Antz 
5.30pm Babe: Pig In The Gty 2pm. 
4pm, 6.30pm, 8.45pm The Nego¬ 
tiator 2.15pm, 8.15pm Out oF 
Sight 2.15pm. 5.15pm. 8.15pm 

RICHMOND 

ODEON (08705-050007) BR/G 
Richmond Babe: Pig In The Gty 
2.20pm. 4.50pm. 7.10pm. 9.30pm 
Out of Sight 12.30pm. 3.10pm. 
6pm. 9pm Rush Hour 1.40pm. 4pm. 
6.50pm. 9.20pm 

ODEON STUDIO (08705-050007) 
BR/O Richmond Antz 1 pm. 3pm. 
5pm. 7pm Blade 9.10pm Dancing 
At Lughnasa 2pm. 4.30pm. 7pm, 
9.20pm Elizabeth 6.30pm The 
Negotiator 2.10pm, 5.40pm. 
8.40pm Ronin 1pm. 3.40pm. 9pm 

ROMFORD 

ABC (0870-9020419) BR: Romford. 
Ana 5.45pm Babe: Pig In The Gty 
1.40pm, 4pm. 6.20pm. 8.40pm 
Out oF Sight 2.30pm. 8.15pm 
Rush Hour 1.45pm, 4.05pm. 
6.25pm. 8.45pm 

ODEON LIBERTY 2 (08705- 
050007) BR: Romford Antz 
12.30pm. 2.30pm, 4.30pm. 6.30pm 
Babe: Pig In The Gty 12.05pm. 
2.20pm. 4.35pm. 6.50pm. 9pm 
Blade 12.40pm. 3.20pm. 6pm. 
8 35pm The Negotiator 1.45pm. 

5 15pm. 6.15pm Out oF Sight 
12.15pm. 3 10pm. 5.45pm. 3.20pm 
Ronin 5.45pm. 8.25pm Rush Hour 
12.30pm. 1.30pm 3pm. 4pm. 6pm. 
6.30pm. 8.30pm. 9pm Small Sol¬ 
diers 12.50pm. 3.20pm There's 
Something About Mary 8.20pm 

SIDCUP 

ABC (0541-555131) BR: Sidcup 
Ana 6pm Babe: Pig In The City 
5.45pm. 8.45pm Out oF Sight 
8.20pm 

STAPLES CORNER 

VIRGIN [0870-907 0717) BR: Crick- 
lewood Antz 2.15pm. 4.30pm, 

6 45pm Babe: Pig In The City 
1.30pm. 3.45pm. 6pm. 8.15pm 
Blade 1pm. 3.45pm, 6.30pm. 
9.15pm The Negotiator 2.40pm. 
5.45pm. 8.45pm Out oF Sight 
12.40pm. 3.15pm. 6pm. B.45pm 
Ronin 9pm, 12midnlght Rush Hour 
1pm. 4.15pm, 6.40pm. 9pm 

STREATHAM 

ABC (0870-9020415) BR: 
Streatham Hill Antz 2.15pm. 
4.20pm. 6.30pm. 8.40pm Babe: Pig 
In The City 1.45pm. 4.05pm. 
6.25pm. 8.45pm Out of Sight 
5.30pm. 8.20pm 

ODEON (08705-050007) BR: 
Streatham Hill/O- Brixton/Clapham 
Common Babe: Pig (n The Gty 
1.20pm. 3.40pm. 6pm. 8.20pm 
Blade I2.20pm. 3pm, 5.40pm. 
3.20pm The Negotiator 1.40pm. 
5.10pm. 8.10pm Ronin 12.30pm. 
3.10pm. 5.50pm. 8.30pm Rush 
Hour 1.40pm. 4pm, 6.20pm. 
8.40pm 

STRATFORD 

NEW PICTURE HOUSE (555 3366) 
BR/Q Stratford East Babe: Mg In 
The Gty 4.25pm. 6.35pm. 8.45pm 
It's A Wonderful UFe 6.25pm The 
Negotiator 3pm, 5.45pm. 8.30pm 
Out of Sight 3.50pm. 8.50pm 
Rush Hour 4.50pm. 7pm. 9.10pm 

SURREY QUAYS 

Ua (0990-888990) 0 Surrey Quays 
Antz 2.20pm. 4.10pm. 6.30pm 
Babe: Pig In The Gty 2pm. 2.40pm. 
4.30pm, 5pm. 6.50pm. 7.25pm, 
9.25pm Blade 6pm. 8.40pm The 
Last Days of Disco 3.40pm. 
6.25pm. 9.05pm Mulan 1.45pm. 
3.45pm The Negotiator 2.30pm. 
5.30pm. 8.30pm Out of Sight 
4.10pm. 7pm, 10pm Ronin 9.15pm 
Rounders 9.50pm Rush Hour 
2.10pm 3.30pm. 4.40pm. 6.15pm. 
7.10pm. 8.55pm. 9.40pm Small 
Soldiers 3.20pm 

SUTTON 

UCI 6 (0990-888990) BR: Sut¬ 
ton/^ Morden Antz 12.55pm. 3pm. 
5.10pm Babe: Pig In The Gty 
12.40pm. 1.25pm. 3.15pm, 

4.05pm. 5.45pm. 6.20pm, 8.50pm 
Blade 9.55pm Elizabeth 3.15pm 
Fr ee ri de r s 6.30pm The Negotiator 
9.05pm Out of Sight 1.10pm. 
3.50pm. 9.40pm Ronin 7.10pm 
Rush Hour 2pm. 4.25pm, 6.50pm. 
9.25pm Saving Private Ryan 
8.30pm Velvet Goldmine 6pm 

TURNPIKE LANE 

CORONET (0181-888 2519) 

0 Turnpike Lane. Antz 3.45pm, 
5.40pm Babe: Pig In The Gey 4pm. 
6.20pm, 8.30pm Out of Sight 
8.35pm Rush Hour 4.10pm. 
6.30pm. 8.45pm 

UXBRIDGE 

ODEON (08705 050007) 

■O Uxbridge Antz 1.45pm. 3.40pm 
Babe: Pig in The Gty 2pm. 4.20pm. 
6.40pm. 8.50pm Out of Sight 
5.40pm. 8.20pm 

WALTHAMSTOW 

ABC (0870-902 0424) • Waltham¬ 
stow Central Antz 5pm Babe: Pig 
In The City 1.40pm, 3.45pm, 
6.15pm. 8.25pm Out of Sight 
2.15pm, 8.10pm Rush Hour 2pm. 
4pm. 6pm. 8.40pm 

WALTON ON THAMES 
THE SCREEN AT WALTON (01932- 
252825) BR: Walton on Thames 
Dancing Ac Lughnasa 2.40pm, 
4.40pm. 6.45pm. 8.50pm The 
Horse Whisperer 2.50pm Out of 
Sight 6pm. 8.30pm 


WELL HALL _ 

CORONET (0181-850 3351) BR: 
Eltham Antz 3.45pm. 5.40pm 
Babe: Pig In The Gty 4pm. 6-20pm. 
8.30pm Out of Sight 8.35pm 

W1LLESDEN 

BE 11 E- VUE (0181-830 0822) 
0 Wllfesden Green The Exorcist 
(25th Anniversary Rerelease) 4pm. 
6.30pm. 9pm 

WIMBLEDON 

ODEON (08705 050007) BR/» 
Wimbledon Antz 1.30pm. 3J 5pm. 
5pm. 6.45pm Babe: Pig inThe^ty 
1.45pm. 4.05pm. 6.30pm. 8.50pm 
Blade B.35pm Out of Sjght 
12.25pm. 3pm. 5.45pm 8.30pm 
Ronin 12.25pm. 3.10pm. 5.45pm. 
8.30pm Rush Hour 1.40pm 4pm. 
6.30pm. 8.50pm 

WOOD GREEN 

NEW CURZON (0181-347 6664) 
0 Turnpike Lane Bade Miyan Chore 
Miyan 1.30pm Kuch Kuch Hota Hal 
8.30pm Mehndi 5pm 

WOODFORD 

ABC (0181-989 3463) ■©■ South 
Woodford Antz 2.25pm. 5.30pm 
Babe: Pig In The Gty 125pm. 4pm. 
6.20pm. 8.35pm Out oF Sight 
2.20pm. 8.10pm Ronin 8.10pm 
Small Soldiers 5pm 

WOOLWICH 

CORONET (0181-854 5043) 

BR: Woolwich Arsenal Babe: Pig In 
Thedty 4pm. 620pm. 8.30pm ftsh 
Hour 4.10pm, 6.30pm. 8.45pm 


Cinema 

REPERTORY 


LONDON 

ONE LUMIERE Queens berry Place 
SW7 0171-338 2144/2146 Jeanne 
Moreau 5pm Mademoiselle 8.15pm 

ICA CINEMA The Mall SW1 0171- 
930 3647 The Conversation (15} 
5pm. 7pm Bemie 6.30pm Das 
Schloss 9.15pm 

NFT South Bank SE1 0171-928 
3232 The Land Girls (12) 2.30pm 
The Philadelphia Story (U) 6.10pm 
Antarctic Crossing: The White 
Wilderness 6.15pm The Woman in 
White Parts 4-6: Television 7.30pm 
UKNY: UK: Shorts: International 
Video 8.30pm British Antarctic Ex¬ 
pedition 1910-1913: The White 
Wilderness 8.40pm 

THE OLD TRUMAN BREWERY 
Brick Lane El 0171-247 8881 Film 
Master Gass 1: With Mike Newell 
And Stewart Till 6.30pm 

PHOENIX CINEMA High Road N2 
0181-444 6789 It’s A Wonderful 
Life (U) 1.55pm + Short Left 
Luggage (PG) 4.40pm. 6.50pm. 
9pm 

PRINCE CHARLES Leicester Place 
WC2 0171-437 8181 Still Crazy 
(15) 12.45pm Halloween: H20 
(18) 3pm Fire (15) 5.15pm 
Titanic (12) 8pm 

RIO Kings land High Street E8 0171- 
254 6677 Love Under Siege 2pm 
Mixed Pizza 4.15pm Aay 6.30pm 
Hamam: The Turkish Bath (NC) 
9pm The 6th London Turkish Film 
Festival phone For details 

RIVERSIDE STUDIOS Crisp Road 
W6 0171 -420 0100 Lflce Water For 
Chocolate (15) 6.30pm + Kitchen 
(Wo Ai Chufang) (15) 8.45pm 

WATERMANS ARTS CENTRE High 
Street 0181-568 1176 Divorcing 
Jack (15) 5pm Still Crazy (15) 7pm 
Left Luggage (PG) 9pm 

BRIGHTON 

aNEMATHEQUE (01273-739970) 

La Vie De Jesus (NC) 8pm 

DUKE OF YORK'S (01273-602503) 
The Eel (18) 1.45pm Storefront 
Hitchcock 6.45pm 

BRISTOL 

CUBE (0114-907 4191) Fear And 
Loathing In Las Vegas (18) 7pm 
The Exorcist (25th Anniversary 
Rerelease) (18) 9.30pm 

WATERSHED (0117-925 3845) My 
Name is Joe (15) 8.40pm La Vie 
Revee Des Anges (18) 6.05pm. 
8.30pm 

CARDIFF 

CHAPTER ARTS CENTRE (01222- 
399666) Dance oF The Wind (U) 
7.30pm Henry Fool (18) 8pm 

IPSWICH 

FILM THEATRE 01473-215544 
Archive Shorts 1pm Topless 
Women Talk About Their Lives (NC) 
6pm. 8.15pm Funny Games (18) 
6.15pm, 8.30pm 

NORWICH 

CINEMA CITY (01603-622047) 
Elizabeth (15) 2.30pm. 5.45pm My 
Name Is Joe (15) 8.15pm 


CINEMA 

COUNTRYWIDE 


EASTBOURNE 

CURZON (01323-731441): Antz 
(PGj: Babe: Rg In The Gty (U): 
Out of Sight (15): Rush Hour (15) 

VIRGIN (0541-555159): Antz (PG): 
Babe: Pig In The City (U); Blade 
(18): Lost In Space (PG); Mulan (U): 
The Negotiator (15): Out of Sight 
(15); The Parent Tfap (PG); Ronin 
(15); Rush Hour (15): Small Sol¬ 
diers (PG); Wa sh in g to n Square (PG) 

HARLOW 

ODEON (08705-050007); Antz 
(PG); Babe: Pig in The Gty (U): 
Blade (18): Elizabeth (15); Mulan 
(U): Out of Sight (15): The Parent 
TVap (PG) 

CINEMA (0870-90 70 713): Antz 
(PG); Babe: Pig In The Gty (U); 
Blade (18): Godzilla (PG); Lost In 
Space (PG); Mulan (U): The Ne¬ 
gotiator (15): Out of Sight (15); 
The Efanent Trap (PG); Paulle (U); 
Rush Hour (15); Small Soldiers (PG) 

PORTSMOUTH 

ABC(01705-823538): Antz (PG); 
Babe: Pig In The Gty (U): Out of 
Sight (15): Small Soldiers (PG); 
There’s Something About Mary 
(15) 

ODEON (08705-050007); Babe: Pig 
In The Gty (U): Barney’s Great 
Adventure (U): Blade (18): Dr 
Dolictle (PG): Godzilla (PG): It’s 
A Wonderful Life (U); Lost In 
Space (PG); Mulan (U); The Parent 
Trap (PG); Ronin (15); Rush Hour 
(15J 

ua 6 (0990-888990): Antz (PG); 
Babe: Kg In The City (U): Blade 
(18): Dr Dolitde (PG); Elizabeth 
(15): The Exorcist (25th Anniver¬ 
sary Re release) (IB); Freeriders 
(0); Mulan (U); The Negotiator 
(15); Out of Sight (15): The 
Parent 'hap (PG): Ronin (15): Rush 
Hour (15): Saving Private Ryan 
(15): Small Soldiers (PG); There's 
Something About Mary (15) 


Theatre 

WEST END 

Ticket availability details are for to¬ 
day; times and prices for the week: 
running times Include intervals. # 
— Seats at all prices I — Seats at 
some prices O — Returns only 
Matinees — [11: Sun. [3]: Tue. [4]: 
Wed. (5J: Thur. [6]: Frt. (7): Sac 

» ALARMS * EXCURSIONS 

Michael Frayn’s new comedy about 
a dinner parly which is Interrupted 
by mysterious messages stars Fe¬ 
licity Kendal and Josie Lawrence. 
Gielgud Shaftesbury Avenue. W1 
(0171-494 5065) -0 Pfcc Ore. Mon- 
Sat 7.45pm. [5] [7] 3pm. £19.50- 
£27.50. 130 mins. 

• AMADEUS David Suchet stars 
as Salieri in Peter Shaffer's 
acclaimed drama. Old Vk The Cut. 
SE1 (0171-928 7616/cc 420 0000) 
BR/O Waterloo. Mon-Sat 7.30pm, 
[4] 2.30pm, [71 3pm. E7.50-E30. 
180 mins. 

• ANPUE Rags to riches story eftbe 
nauseating^ optimistic orphan. Vtc- 
coria Palace Victoria Street. SW1 
(0171-834 1317) BR/G Victoria. 
Tue-Sat 7.30pm, [4|[7] 2.30pm. Ill 
4pm. £7.50-£32.50. 165 mins. 

I ART Lany Lamb, Jack Dee, Tim 
Heaiy in \hsmina Reza’s comedy 
about art and friendship. Wynd- 
ham’s Charing Cross Road, WC2 
(0171-369 1736/cc 0171-867 
111 1) -CfLetcSq.Tue-Sat 8pm, [4) 
3pm. [7][1] 5pm, £9.50-£27.50. 
90 mins. 

• BEAUTY AND THE BEAST Lav¬ 
ish family musical based on 
Disney's cartoon version of the 
favourite fairy tale. Dominion Tot¬ 
tenham Court Road. W1 (0171-656 
1888) -0 Tott Cr Rd. Mon-Sat 
7.30pm, [5][7] 2.30pm. booking to 
June 26, £18.50-£35. ISO mins. 

• THE BEST OF TIMES Revue- 
style show featuring the songs of 
Jerry Herman. Vaudeville Strand, 
WC2 (0171 -836 9987) BR/6- Char¬ 
ing X. Mon-Fri 8pm, Sat 8.30pm. 
[41(7] 3.30pm, E9.S0-E27.50. 

• BLOOD BROTHERS Willy 
Russell's long-running Liverpool 
musical melodrama. Phoenix Char¬ 
ing Cross Road. WC2 (0171-369 
1733) -G- leic Sq/Totc Ct Rd. Mon- 
Sat 7.45pm. (5) 3pm. [7| 4pm. 
£11.5O-£32.50. 165 mins. 

I BLUEBIRD ft THE SHINING 

New drama telling the bleak and 
violent stories of a cabbie’s fines, pre¬ 
ceded by a new short Royal Court 
Upstairs (at The Ambassadors) 
West Street. WC2 (0171-565 5000) 
■© Leic Sq. Tue-Sat 9pm. 10p-£10. 
double bill (7-15pm fir 9pm perfor¬ 
mances on same night) £7.50-£15. 

• BOOGIE NIGHTS Shane Richie 
staie in a brand new 1970s musicaL 
Savoy Strand. WC2 (0171-836 
8888/CC 0171-836 0479) 0 Char¬ 
ing X/Embankment. Mon-Thu 8pm. 
Fri-Sat 8.30pm. (6) 5.30pm. |7) 
5pm. ends 9 Jan. £11-£28.50. 
150 mins. 

• BUDDY Musical biog-show trac¬ 
ing the brief life of Buddy Holly. 
Strand Aldwych, WC2 (0171-930 
8800) 0 Covent Garden/Charing X. 
Tue-Thu 8pm. Frl 5.30pm ft 8.30pm. 
Sac 5pm ft 8.30pm, mats [1] 4pm. 
£10-£2 7. half price Friday matinees. 
160 mins. 

9 CATS Ltoyd Wfebbert musical ver¬ 
sion of TS Eliot’s poems. New Lon¬ 
don Parker 5treet. WC2 (0171-405 
00 7 2/cc 0171-404 4079) 
■0- Covent Garden/Hoi bom. Mon-Sat 
7.45pm. [3][7] 3pm. £12.50-£35. 
165 mins. 

O CHICAGO Maria Friedman and 
Peter Davison star in this hit Broad¬ 
way musicaL Adelphi Maiden Lane. 
WC2 (0171-344 0055) ■©■ Charing 
X. Mon-Sat 8pm, [4J(7| 2.30pm. 
£16-06 (inebooking fee). 130 mins. 

» ONDBIELLA Angela Carter's ver¬ 
son of this fairytale is staged by the 
acclaimed Improbable Theatre. Lyric 
Hammersmith King Street. W6 
(0181-741 2311) O-Hammersmith. 
Today 10.30am ft 1.30pm. ends 9 
Jan. £5-£18. cones £6.50. 

•THE COMPLETE HISTORY OF 
AMERICA (ABRIDGED) Reduced 
Shakespeare Company's keenly- 
paced theatrical history lesson. Cri¬ 
terion Piccadilly Circus. W1 
(0171-369 1747) Rice Grc. Tue 
8pm. E6-£25. 120 mins. 

• DR DOUTTLE Phillip Schofield 
t alks to file animals in this new 
stage adaptation featuring Jim Hen¬ 
son Puppets. London Apollo Ham¬ 
mersmith Queen Caroline Street W6 
(0171-4166022) •Hammersmith. 
Tue-Sat 7.30pm. 14JJ7] 2.30pm. 
E10-E32.50. 150 mins. 

• FAME THE MUSICAL High-oc¬ 
tane stage version of the TV series 
charting the highs and tows of a dass 
of young showbiz hopefuls. Prince of 
Wales Coventry Street. W1 (0171- 
839 5972) 0 Leic Sq/Pkx Grc Mon- 
Thu 8pm, Fri 5.30pm ft 8.30pm, Sat 
4pm ft 8pm, ends 16 Jan. E15-E30. 

O HU/MENA Jutfi Dench and 
Michael Pennington star in Timber- 
lake Wertenbaker’s new translation 
of Eduardo de Filippo’s play Pic¬ 
cadilly Denman Street, Wl (0171- 
369 1734) ■©■ Plcc Grc. In rep 
tonight 8pm. ends 27 Feb. £12-£30. 
120 mins. 

9 GREASE Energetic stage version 
of tiie hit film. Cambridge Earlham 
Street. WC2 (0171-494 5080) 0 
Covent Garden. Mon-Sat 7.30pm, 
(4)(7J 3pm. E10-E30. 150 mins. 

• AN IDEAL HUSBAND Christo¬ 
pher Cazenove and Susannah \brk 
in Peter Hall’s acclaimed production 
of Wilde’s comedy. lyric Shaftesbury 
Avenue, Wl (0171-494 5045) 

• Pkx Cine. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. (5) 
3pm. [7] 4pm. E8-E29.50.165 rrans. 

FAN INSPECTOR CALLS Stephen 
Daldry’s widely-acclaimed produc¬ 
tion of JB Priestley’s thriHec Garrick 
Charing Cross RoatLWC2 (0171-494 
5085) O Leic Sq. Mon-Fri 7.45pm. 
Sat 8.15pm. [4| 2.30pm. 17] 5pm. 
E10.50-E25.110 mins. 

Q INTO THE WOODS Sondheim 
and Lapine’s acclaimed musical 
based on fairytales. Donmar Ware¬ 
house Eariham Street. WC2 (0171- 
369 1732) b Covent Garden. 
Mon-Sat 7.30pm. [41[71 2.30pm. 
£15-E27.50. 

»'THE INVENTION OF LOVE Tbm 
Stoppard’s pfey about the life of po¬ 
et A E Houseman, author of The 
Shropshire lad. Theatre Royal. 
Haymarkec Haymarkec. SW1 (0171- 
930 8800) 0 Plcc Grc. Tue-Sat 
7.30pm. [4] [7] 2.30pm. E10-E32.5Q. 

O JESUS, MY BOY Tbm Conti Stars 
in John Dowie's alternative Christ¬ 
mas show. Apollo Shaftesbury Av¬ 
enue, Wl (0171-494 5070) Plcc 
Grc. Tue-Fri 8pm. Sac 5pm ft 8pm. 
(I) 3pm ft 5pm, 
E5.50-E18.50. 


• LOVE UPON THE THRONE 

Tasteful look at the Charles and 
Diana marriage. Comedy Pan con 
Street. SW1 (0171-369 1731) 
0 Pkx. Grc/Ldc Sq. Mon-Sat 8pm. 
[4][7] 3pm, ends 31 Jan. £6-£25. 

o LES MISERABLES Musical 
dramatisation ofVictor Hugo's mas¬ 
terpiece. ffalace Shaftesbury Avenue. 
Wl (0171-434 0909)-BPicc Grc 
Mon-Sar 7.30pm, [5][7] 2.30pm. 
£7-£35. 195 mins. 

» MUSS SAIGON Musical which re¬ 
sets Hie Madam Butterfly tragedy to 
Vietnam. Theatre Royal, Drury 
Lane Catherine Street. WC2 (0171 - 
494 5060) 0 Covenc Garden. Mon- 
Sat 7.45pm, [4] [7) 3pm, £5.75-£35. 
165 mins. 

• THE MOUSETRAP Agatha 
Christie’s whodunnit St Martin’s 
West Street WC2 (0171 -836 1443) 
0 Leic Sq. Mon-Sat 8pm, [3] 
2.45pm. [7J 5pm, E9-E23.135 mins. 

◦ THE PHANTOM OF THE 
OPERA Andrew Lloyd Webber’s 
Gotinc musical. Her Majesty’s Hay- 
market. SW1 (0171-494 540G/CC 
0171 -344 4444) ■& Plcc Ore. Mon- 
Sat 7.45pm, [4J[7] 3pm, £10-£35. 
150 mins. 

t PHEDRE Diana Rigg stars in TW 
Hughes' translation of Racine’s 
tragedy Albery St Martin’s Lane. 
WC2 (0171-369 1730/cc 0171- 
867 1111) e Leic Sq. Tonight 
7.30pm. ends 12 Dec. E5-E29.50. 
100 mins. 

MOIT Musical inspired by La Bo- 
heme and set in modern (fey New 
Ybrk. Shaftesbury Shaftesbury Av¬ 
enue. WC2 (07000-217221) G-Hoi- 
bom/Tbtr Ct Rd. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. 
[4[[7J 3pm. £12.50-£32.50. 
160 mins. 

ROYAL NATIONAL THEATRE 

» LYTTELTON: Betrayal Pinter’s 
defining work depicts a menage a 
trots and stars Imogen Stubbs and 
Douglas Hodge. In rep conight 
7.30pm. 90 mins. 

O COTTESLOE: Haroun And The 
Sea Of Stories Tim Supple’s stage 
adaptation of Salman Rushdie's ac¬ 
claimed noveL In rep today 2.30pm 
ft 7.30pm, ends 6 Jan. Lyttelton: E8- 
£27. Cottesloe; £12-£19. Day seats 
from 10am. South Bank. SE1 (0171- 
452 3000). BR/O Waterloo. 

ROYAL SHAKESPEARE COMPANY 
3 THE BARBICAN: The Merchant 
Of \fenlrc R5C production of Shake¬ 
speare’s drama about love and mon¬ 
ey In rep tonight 7pm. 180 mins. 

»THE PTE Shadows Riders Tb The 
Sea ft 7be Shadow of The Glen ft 


FIRST CALL LA ST CAU. 


First Can. _ . __ 

MAXIM GOHEY was one of the few Russian dramatists 
to find success in both the Tsarist and Soviet eras. His 
play Vassa— Scenes from Family Life, is a comedy von 
political resonance, about a powerful matriarch who 
sees her family destroyed by the very values that she 
seeks to preserve. The cast indudes Sheila Hancock, 
Anne-Marie Du B, Ron Cook, Debra Gfllett, David 
Tennant and Adrian Scarborough. 

Albery Theatre, St Martin's Lane, London WC2 
(0171-369 1740) opens 20 Jan 

Last Can 

Squeeze (right) are currently on an extensive tour 
with a line-up that indudes dd faces Chris Difford ana 
Glen TDbroak plus new ones such as Jools Holland’s 
younger .brother; Chris, on keyboards. Highli g h ts are 
mostly Squeeze favourites, like “Take Me Fm 'Sours'’, 
“Cool for Cats” and “Up the Junction” but also expect 
a- few tracks f r om their new album, Domino, out now 
on Quixotic. - 

CltSfe Pavilion, Southend (01702 351135J 10 Dec: 
Shepherd’s Bush Empire, London (0181-740 747) 11 & 12 
De cj Crawley Leisure Centre (01293 553636) 13 Dec; 
■ Royal Concert Hall, N 6 tt*n 0 fca»i (0115-948 2626) 16 Dec 



THEATRE I EXHIBITIONS CLASSICAL EVENT S 


Yeas ana JM Synge. In rep tonight 
7.15pm. Barbican Theatre: E5-E26. 
The Pit: £11 -£l 8.50. Barbican Cen¬ 
tre. EC2 (0171-638 8891). BR/O 
Barblcan/Moorgate. 

O SATURDAY NIGHT FEVER Hit 
1970s musical featuring legendary 
son^ by the Bee Gees and starring 
Adam Garda. London Palladium 
Argyll Street, Wl (0171 -494 5020) 
0 Oxford Grc. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. 
[4][7] 2.30pm. £10-£32.50. 
135 mins. 

» THE SNOWMAN Award- 
winning production of Raymond 
Briggs's contemporary classic. 
Sadler's Wens At The Peacock Por¬ 
tugal Street. WC2 (0171-863 8222) 
0 Holbomflemple. Tonight 7.30pm, 
ends 30 Jan. £7.50-£32.50. 

• STARLIGHT EXPRESS Andrew 
Lloyd "Webber's bi-tech roiler-musi- 
caL Apollo Victoria Wilton Road. 
SW1 (0171-416 6070) BR/e Vic¬ 
toria. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. [3J[7J 3pm, 
£12.50-£30. 150 mins. 

» THINGS WE DO FOR LOVE Be¬ 
linda Lang stars in Alan Ayckbourn's 
comedy. Duchess Catherine Street. 
WC2 (0171-494 5075/CC 0171- 
344 4444) 0 Covent Garden. Mon- 
Sat 7.45pm, [5][71 3pm. 
£15-£27.50.140 mins. 

» TRADE ft IN THE FAMIIY De- 

piction of a dysfunc t io n al family from 
Richard Oberg, Preceded by a short 
Royal Court Upstairs (at The Am¬ 
bassadors) West Street, WC2 
(0171-565 5000) 0 Leic Sq. Tue- 
Sat 7.15pm, 10p-£10, double bill 
(7.15pm ft 9pm performances on 
same night) £7.50-£15. 

9 THE WED? Conor McPherson’s 

anri winunOR 

ideas of ghosts and angels. Royal 
Court Downstairs (at the Duke Of 
York's) St Martin’s Lane, WC2 
(0171 -565 5000) 0 Leic Sq/Char- 
ing X. Mon-Sat 7.30pm, J4J[7] 
3.30pm, £5-£25. 90 mins. 

• WEST SIDE STORY Brand new 
production of Bernstein’s classic 
musical, attemp tin g to recreate the 
feel of the original Broadway hit 
Prince Edward Old Compton Street. 
Wl (0171-447 5400)0-Leic Sc/lbct 
Ct Rd. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. 15)[7] 
3pm, E15-E35. 160 mins. 

O WHISTLE DOWN THE WIND 

Lloyd Webber’s new musical based 
on the film of the same name. 
Aldwych Aldwych. WC2 (0171- 
416 6000/cc 0171-836 2428) 
0 Holbom. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. J5|[7J 
3pm, £10-£32.50. J20 mins. 

» THE WOMAN IN BLACK 

Susan Hill's chilling ghost story. 
Fortune Russell Street WC2 (0171- 
836 2238/cc 0171-344 4444) 
■©•Covent Garden/HoJbom. Mon-Sat 
8pm. [31 3pm, [7] 4pm. £8.50- 
£23.50. 110 mins. 


Theatre 

beyond The West End 

ALMEIDA THEATRE The Storm 
Frank McGuinness' new version of 
Ostrovsky's uplifting drama. Mon-Sat 
7.30pm. mats Sat 3pm. ends 19 
Dec. E6.50-E19.50. Almeida Street. 
N1 (0171-359 4404) •Angel/High¬ 
bury ft Islington. 

ARTS THEATRE Ecstasy Mike 
Leigh’s moving comedy is present¬ 
ed by About Face. Tue-Sat 8pm, Sun 
7pm. ends 20 Dec. £12.50-15.50, 
cones £7.50-£10.50. Great Newport 
Street. WC2 (0171 -836 3334/cc 741 
9999) 0 Leicester Square. 

HAMPSTEAD THEATRE Little 
Malcolm and ffis Struggle Against 
die Eunuchs Swan McGregor stars 
as the i evolutionary activist in David 
Hafliwefl’s drama. Mon-Sat 8pm, 
macs Sat 3.30pm. ends 2 Jan. £9- 
£16. cones £6. Avenue Road, NW3 
(0171 -722 9301) 0 Swiss Cottage. 

YOUNG VK Arabian Nights Col¬ 
lection of magical Eastern tales 
adapted for the stage by Dominic 
Cooke. Today 10.30am ft 2.30pm, 
continuing. £7-£l8. The Cut. 5E1 
(0171-928 6363) BR/© Waterloo. 

YOWiG VK STUDIO Id Study of the 
power of appearance from 
Strathcona Theatre. Mon-Sat 
7.30pm. ends 23 Dec £8. cones £4. 
The Cut. 5E1 (0171-928 6363) 
BR/© Waterloo. 


COUNTRYWIDE 

BATH 

THEATRE ROYAL Rkhard 10 Robert 
Lindsay stars as the historical vUkda. 
8-12 Dec 7.30pm. £10-£25. cones 
Mlable. Sawdose (01225-448844] 

BRACKNELL 

WILDE THEATRE Pinocchio Clas¬ 
sic tale of the wooden puppet who 
dreams of becoming a real boy. To¬ 
day 10am ft 1.30pm, ends 3 Jan. 
£10. cones £8. South Hill Park 
(01344-484123) 

BRIGHTON 

KOMED1A The Woman Who 
Cooked Her Husband Not The Na¬ 
tional Theatre serves up Debbie Is- 
sit’s dark comedy of adultery and 
revenge. 8-12 Dec 8.30pm. £7.50. 
cones £6. Gardner Street (01273- 
277772) 

BRISTOL 

NEW VIC STUDIO Fourteen Songs, 
Two Weddings and a Funeral Stage 
version of a BoQywood blockbuster 
8 ft 9 Dec 7.30pm. 10-12 Dec 8pm. 
£9. cones £6. King Street 
(0117-987 7877) 

CARDIFF 

SHERMAN THEATRE The Secret 
Seven Save the World New adven¬ 
ture. courtesy of Enid Blytnn, and set 
in 1999. Today 10am ft 2pm. ends 9 
Jan. £6-£10, cones available. 
Senghenydd Road (01222-230451) 

CARSHALTON 

CHARLES CRYER STUDIO THE¬ 
ATRE King Arthur’s Quest Join the 


wife Guinevere in tbeir quest to de¬ 
feat evil and restore peace and jus¬ 
tice to England. Today 4.30pm. 
continuing. £7. child £5.50. family 
£21. High Street (0181-770 4950) 

CHELTENHAM 

EVERYMAN THEATRE Aladdin 
Princesses, pagodas and antics in 
Peking. Today 10.15am. ends 16 Jan. 
£4.50-£13. Regent Street 
(01242-572573) 

CHICHESTER 

CHICHESTER FESTIVAL THEATRE 
Girls' Night Out Ben-night come¬ 
dy by Dave Simpson. 8-10 Dec. 
7.30pm, 11 ft 12 Dec 5.30pm ft 
8.30pm. £5-£?5, cones available. 
Oaklands Park (01243-781312) 

CHIPPING NORTON 
CHIPPING NORTON THEATRE All 
Baba and the 40 Thieves Panto 
taken from the Arabian Nights. 
Today 2pm ft 5pm. ends 16 Jan. 
£7.75-£1 4.75. Spring 5treet 
(01608-642350) 

CIRENCESTER 

SUNDIAL THEATRE AT GRENCES- 
TBR COLLEGE Love of the NighCfcv I 
gaJe ’nmberiake Wertenbakert tale . 
of hist and innocence is set in Ancient 1 
Greece. 8 ft 9 Dec. 7.30pm. £7. 
cones £5. Stroud Road 
(01285-654228) 

EASTBOURNE 

DEVONSHIRE FWRK THEATRE Our 
Country’s Good Study of the rivQ- 
ising power of theatre, written by 
Tunberiake Wertenbaker and per¬ 
formed by Out of Joint. 8 ft 9 Dec 
7.30pm. E6.50-E 11. cones available. 
Compton Street (01323-412000) 

EXETER 

ST LUKE’S THEATRE, SCHOOL 
OF EDUCATION Spoon face Stein¬ 
berg Lee HalTs acclaimed play about 
a terminally ill autistic girl who be¬ 
comes captivated by opera. 8 ft 9 
Dec. 8pm. £7. cones £5. Heavitree 
Road (01392-493493) 

HORNCHURCH 

QUEEN’S THEATRE Dick Whit¬ 
tington and His Kool Kool Kat 
Favourite songs from the 1960s and 
1970s accompany this inter-galactic 
panto. Today 10.30am ft 2.30pm. 
continuing. £6.50-El 3. Billet Lane 
(01708-443333) 

OXFORD 

APOLLO THEATRE Joseph and 
the Amazing Technicolor Dream- 
coat Tim Rice and Andrew Lloyd 
Webber's musical version of the 
Bible story. 8-10 Dec 7.30pm, 11 
Dec 5pm ft 8pm, 12 Dec, 8pm. mats 
8-10 Dec 2.30pm. E8.50-E21.50. 
cones available. George Street 
(01865-244544) 

SALISBURY 

SALISBURY PLAYHOUSE Aladdin 


landof Emperor EboWiff Fong. 8-11 
Dec 2.15pm. continuing. £8-£12_50, 
cones available. Ma I chouse Lane 
(01722-320333) 

STRATFORD-UPON-AVON 
SWAN THEATRE Trollus and 
Cressida Shakespeare’s depiction of 
the human spirit undermined by 
bloody warfare. Tonight 7.30pm. 
ends 20 Feb. £5-£30. Waterside 
(01789-295623) 

WATFORD 

PALACE THEATRE Jack and the 
Beanstalk Roy HudtTs family pan¬ 
to. Today 2pm ft 6.45pm. ends 9 Jan. 
£5-613. Clarendon Road (01923- 
225671) 

WOKING 

NEW VICTORIA THEATRE Popcorn 

Emma Noble stare in Ben Elton's 
satire on cinema violence. 8-12 Dec. 
8pm. £6-£I7. Peacocks Ares ft | 
certafciments Centre (01483-761144) i 


BEXHILL 

DE LA WARR PAVILION Picasso: 
i am FrrMn g s Two series of etchings 
made m 1968 and 1969. Mon-Sun 
10am-6pm. dosed 25 Dec ends 3 
Jan. free. (01424-787949) 

BRIGHTON 

BRIGHTON MUSEUM ft ART 
GALLERY Maquettes: Henry Moore 
Maqueries, working models and 
graphics exhibition marking the 
centenary of his birth. Mon. Tue. 
Thur-Sat" 10am-5pm. Sun 2pm- 
5pm. ends 10 Jan. free. Church 
Street (01273-290900) 

CAMBRIDGE 

FTTZW1LLLAM MUSEUM From 
Polrdoro to Salvator Rosa Collec¬ 
tion of drawings and prints forming 
the best of Italian Baroque. Ends 23 
Dec. 

British Watercolours from the 
Oppe Collection InchK&ngworksfay 
TUrner and Constable. Ends ^4 Jan. 
7he Society ot Three: Whistiec 
Fantin-Latour and Alphonse Legros 
Frhihrtinn of drawing and prints 
p-Tflmining the common stylistic 
ground of the three artists. Tue-Sat 
T0am-5pm. Sun 2.15pm-5pm. ends 
14 Feb. free. Trumping ton Street 
(01223-332900) 

LONDON 

ICA GALLERY Die Young Stay 
Pretty Sculpture, collage, paintings 
and cut outs by n young, romantic 
artists. Mon-Sun 12noon-7.30pm. 
ends 10 Jan. £1.50. cones £1. Sat- 
Sun £2.50. cones £1.50. The Mall. 
SW1 (0171-930 3647) •©• Charing 
Cross. 

NATIONAL GALLERY Mkror Image: 
Jonathan Miller on Reflection 
Mirrors and reflections in art from 
Man Eyck to Helen Chadwick. Ends 
13 Dec. £5.50. cones E3.50. ind 
audio guide. 

Luca Signorefli in British Collections 
Draw ings anri paintings by the artist 
who influenced Raphael and 
Michelangelo. Mon ft Tue. Thur-Sat 
t0am-6pm. Wed 10am-8pm. Sun 
12noon-6pm (dosed 24-26 Dec 1 
Jan), ends 31 Jan. free. Trafalgar 
Square. WQ (0171-839 3321) 
0 Charing Cross. Leicester Square. 

ROYAL ACADEMY OF ARTS 
Critical Mass: Antony GormJey 
Sixty casts of human bodies. Mon- 
Sun'all day. ends 16 Dec. free. 
Picasso: Tfaincer and Sculptor in 
Clay Exploring the ceramic works of 
the20tbeenturyartfet Mon-Thur. Sat 
ftSun 10am-6pm. Fri 10am-8.30pm. 
ends 16 Dec. £7. OAP/UB40 £6. 
NUS E5. child 12-18 £2.50. child 
8 -T1 £1. 

100 Masterpieces of Imperial 
Chinese Ceramics from the Au Bak 
Ling Collection Porcelain from the 
Sing, Yuan. Ming and Quing 
dynasties. rVton-Thur. Sat ft Sun 10am- 
6pm. Frl I0am-6pm. ends20 Dec £3. 
cones £2.50. child (8-18) ET. 
Life? Or Theatre?: The Work of 
Charlotte Salomon Powerful paint¬ 
ings made between 1940 and 1942. 
Mon-Thur. Sat 6 Sun 10am-6pm. Fri 
10am-8.30pm.ends 17 Jan. £5.50. 
UB4CI/OAP £430. NUS £4. child 12- 
18 £2.50. child 8-11 £l. Burlington 
House. Piccadilly. Wl (0171-300 
8000) 0 Green Park. 

TATE GALLERY Turner Prize 1998 
Work by Chris Ofili, Catby De Mon- 
chaux. Tbdta Dean and Sms Taylor- 
Wood. Ends 10 Jan. £1.50. 

John Singer Sargent Comprehen¬ 
sive exhibition devoted to the paint¬ 
ings of the 19th-century artist Ends 
17 Jan. £6. cones £4. 

Art Now 16: Something is Miss¬ 
ing - Jean-Marc Bustamante 
Installation exploring international 
cities in photographs. Ends 31 Jan. 
free. 

Turner in Che Alps Works on paper 
made on Turner's first Alpine trip in 
1802. Ends 14 Feb. free. 

In Celebration: The Art of the 
Country House Paintings and sculp¬ 
ture, including work by Canaletto. 
Shfebs and Boifoein. Mon-Sun 10am- 
5.50pm. ends 28 Feb. free. MUIbank. 
SW1 (0171-887 B000) •Pimlico. 

VICTORIA AND ALBERT MUSEUM 
Aubrey Beardsley The illustrator's 
life and work explored in 200 draw¬ 
ings and prints. Ends 10 Jan. Grin¬ 
ling Gibbons and the Art of 
Carving Work by the 17th-century 
woodcarver. Ends 24 Jan. 
Picasso’s Ladies: Wendy Ramshaw 
Precious-metal jewellery. Ends 15 
Feb. Elsewhwere - Photographs 
from the Americas and Asia: Hen¬ 
ri Cartier-Bresson Lesser-known 
subjects by the 90 year-old 
photographer. Ends 12 Apr. 

The History of Photography: A Se¬ 
lection from the Collection Work 

by leading photographers throughout 

history. Mon 12noon-5.45pm. Tue- 
Sun 10am-5.45pm. ends 31 Jul. £5. 
cones £3. under 18’s. free for un¬ 
waged. disabled, mans and all en¬ 
tries between 4.30pm and 5.45pm. 
Cromwell Road. SW7 (0171-938 
8441) 0 South Kensington. 

STIVES 

ST IVES TATE GALLERY Displays 
1998-9: Partnerships and Practice 
Paintings and ceramics from the 
second half of the century 
Enghsh Roots: Eric Cameron Layers ' 
of paint surrounding organic objects 
Quoit Montserrat: Veronica Ryan 
Marble sculpture linking St Ives 
with Montserrat in the West indies, 
the artist’s birthplace. Mon-Sar 
11 am-7pm. Sun 11 am-5pm. ends, 11 
53.5°. cones £2. Porthmeor 
Beach (01736-796226) 


LONDON 

BARBICAN HALL New Queens 
Hall Orchestra/Morris Period 
instrument rendition of Bruckner s 
epic 7th Svmphony Tonight 8pm. £7- 
£22.50. Barbican Centre. EC2 (0171- 
638 8891) • Moorgate/Barbican. 

ST JOHN’S. SMITH SQUARE 
Orchestra of StJohn’s, Smith 

Square/T-ubbock Handel’s Dixit 
Dommus and JS Bach’s Mopni/icaL 
Tonlght 7.30pm. £8-£ 18.50. Smich 
Square. SW1 (0171-222 1061) 
0 Westminster. 

PURCELL ROOM Clara Rodriguez 
Piano music by Albeniz in a tribute 
to Lorca. Tonight 7.30pm. 
£10. cones £8. South Bank. 5E1 
(0171-960 4242) BR/O Waterloo. 

WIGMORE HALL Andreas Scholl 
The fine countertenorwith an eclec¬ 
tic Baroque selection. Tonight 
7.30pm. £9-£19. Wigmore Street. 
Wl (0171-935 2141) 0 Bond 
Street/Oxford Qrcus. 


Opera 


LONDON 

LONDON COLISEUM Boris 
Godunov Mussorgsky's epic in a new 
Rngiish National Opera production 
directed by Francesca Zambello. 
Tonight 7.30pm. £5-£55. St- Mar¬ 
tin’s Lane. WC2 (0171-632 8300) 
0 Leicester Square/Charing Cross. 


Dance 


LONDON 

ROUNDHOUSE Stomp Eight 
performers use all sorts of objects to 
create a witty rhythmic symphony. 
Tue-Sat 8pm. mats Sat ft Sun 4pm. 
ends 27 Dec. £10-E25. Chalk Farm 
Road. NWl (0171-420 0000} 
• Chalk Farm. 


LITERATURE 


LONDON 

JOHN CALE The former member of 
the Velvet Underground reads from 
his autobiography; What's TOdsh for 
Zen. Borders Oxford Street Wl 
(0171-287 1592) 0 Oxford Qrcus. 
Tonight 7pm, Free. 

A S BYATT The Booker prize 
winning author talks about and reads 
from her work. Royal Over-Seas 
League. Overseas House Park 
Place. St James’s Street SW1 (0171- 
408 0214 ext 219) 0 Green 
Park/Piccacfilly Qrcus. Tonight 7pm. 
£3. cones £2.50. 


Comedy 


LONDON 

THE COMEDY STORE The Cutting 
Edge with Steve Gribbin, Paul 
Thorne. Boothfay Graflbe, Sean Meo, 
Martin Coyote. Lee Hurst Tonight 
8pm. Oxen don Street SW1 (01426- 
914433/cc 0171-344 4444) 
0 Piccadilly Qrcus. £11, cones £7. 

COMEDY CAFE King of the surreal 
oDe-liners Milton Jones, the host of 
C4’s Gas Lee Mack. MC The Man 
With The Beard. Tonight 8pm, 
Rwingron Street. EC2 (0171-739 
5706) ■©■ Old Street, phone for 
availabilty. 

COUNTERPOINT AT RADIO THE¬ 
ATRE. BROADCASTING HOUSE 
Recording of Radio 4 general knowl¬ 
edge music quiz with host Ned Sber- 
rin. Tonight 7.15pm phone 0171-765 
4137 fror tickets (use). Portland 
Place. Wl (0171-765 5049) 
0 Great Portland Street, free. 

HERSTERICS COMEDY CLUB AT 
TUT *N’ SHIVE Dofiy Dupree, 
Catherme Thte. Ava Herbert, Pilch, 
DeKy Jamieson, MC Laura Sfaavin. 

Upper Street. N1 
(0171-359 7719) 0 Angel. £4, 
cones £3. 


Clubs 


BRIGHTON 

LATINO BEATS AT THE OCEAN 
ROOMS Weekly Salsa party Tonight 
8pm-2am. £2. Morley Street 
(01273-699069) 

SUSST AT THE HONEY CLUB 
Irnfie old and new. Tonight 10pm- 
2am. free. King's Road Arches 
(01273-202807) 

CHELTENHAM 

T°3 i ¥i < i? t NTRAST AT SUB tone 

Laid back fimk night. Tonight 7pm- 

575925]T" ^ Promena<:,e 12ta - 

LONDON 

INDIGO AT MADAME JO JO’S 
Fhlcbley Hawfcea and DJ Karmtosky 
pfey easy listening. Tonight 9pm- 
2am. Brewer Street. Wl (0171-734 
2473) Piccadilly Circus £7 
concs/beFore 10.30pm E5. 

PURE SOUL AT POINT 101 DJ 
Snowboy spins Latin-souL Tonight 
ypm-lam. New Oxford Street Wl 
R ,7 Jp 79 h 1 112) * ToSnhTm 

Court Road. free. 


CARDIFF • ;• 

NO FIT STATE CIRCUS Explosive 
encounter between state-of-the-art 
technologies and circus drama from - 

high- wire to high-tech, bangra to 
ran, fee to ice. Curran Embankment ^ 
Cardiff Bay (01222-488734/ j 
7.30pm. ends 12 Dec, £6. concs^ 
£3.50, Fri. Sat £8. cones £4.50. 

LONDON 

POP IN AND PAINT CHRISTMAS 
DECORATIONS Create your own 
original decorations. The Art Work¬ 
shop Rosemont Road NW3 (0171- 
431 5696) 0 RnchJey Road. Mon-Fri 
9.30am-5.30pm. ends 23 Dec. 
prices vary. 

SWINDON 

COUNTRY HOUSE CHRISTMAS 
A chance to see a Victorian style 
Christmas with the State Roams 
decked in greenery gathered from 
the Park. Lydia rd House Lydiard 
Country Ifark (01793-770401) Mon- 
Fn 10am-lpm.2pm-4pm.Sar 10am- 
4pm. Sun 2pm-4pm. ends 31 Dec. 
80p. child 30p. 


MUSIC 

Pop 


BOURNEMOUTH 
MANIC STREET PREACHERS Three 
passionate Welshmen play the ac¬ 
claimed album This 18 My Truth. 7H1 
Me Yours. Bournemouth Interna¬ 
tional Centre Exeter Road (01202- 
456456) Tonight 7pm. £17.50. 

CARDIFF 

DURAN DURAN Greatest Hits tour 
for the classic 1980s heart-throbs, 
with an album package to back it up. 
Cardiff International Arena Mar-* 
Ann Street. Butetown (012.V 
224488) Tonight 7pm. £17.50. 7.. 

NEWPORT 

JAMES. GENE Tim Booth's Man¬ 
chester pop survivors push their tri- . 
umphant greatest hits album and 
remain a potent force in the post-Brit- 
pop era. Newport Centre Krngsway 
(01633-662666) Tonight 8pm. £16. 

LONDON 

MARK EITZEL, DAKOTA SUrTE 
Rare solo appearance by the Amer¬ 
ican Music Club frontman. 12 Bar 
Club Denmark Place WC2 (0171 -97.6 
6989) •©■ Tottenham Court R»' I. 
Tonight 8pm. £8. V- 

ARNOLD Creation’s country-tinged 
indie kids. The Improv Tottenham - 
Court Road Wl (0171-387 2414/cc 
344 4444) 0 Warren Street. Tonight 
8pm. £8. 

BRUCE DICKINSON Fbrmer Iron 
Maiden froutman and a leading elo¬ 
quent voice of metaL returning to the 
stage after a lengthy break. LA2 
Charing Cross Road WC2 [0171-434 
0403) 0 Tottenham Court Road. 
Tonight 8pm. £11.50. 

LO-F1DBJTY ALLSTARS, REGULAR 
FRIES The Skint Records skunkers 
play their “Battleflag” single. Shep¬ 
herd’s Bush Empire Shepherd's 
Bush Green Wl 2 (0171-771 200y» 
^ Shepherd’s Bush. Tonight 8pm^ 
£8.50. ’ - 

M PEOPLE. IYNDEN DAVID HALL 
Popular soul outfit featuring the <fis- - 
tractive vocals of Heather SmalL 
Wembley Arena Empire Way, Wem¬ 
bley (0181-902 0902) 0 Wembley 
Park. Tonight 7pm, £22.50. 


MUSIC 

JAZZ, WORLD, FOLK 


AYLESBURY 

SPIRIT OF THE TRADITION fWk 
supergroup with Maddy prior; 
Kathryn Tfckefl, JacquiMcShee and 
John Renboum. Civic Centre MaT- 
ket Square (01296-486009) Tonight ” 
8pm. £9.50-£ 10.50. -ft 

BRISTOL 

ANDY PRIOR ft HIS ORCHESTRA 
Uvefy vocatistftrombonist heads this 

tribute to Frank Sinatra. Hippo¬ 
drome Theatre St. Augusdnes Pa- 
rade (0117-929 9444) Tonight 
7.30pm. phone for prices. 

LONDON 

JAME S TAY LOR QUARTET 196*» 
■R&B revivalists play their Hfee-' 
taomHed grooves, with a new stager ^- 
and album in the offing after their re- -' 
cent signing to Gut Records. Jaaz. r 
Cafe Parkway NWl (0171-916 • 
6060) 0 Camden Town. Tonight 
8.30pm. £16. adv £13.50. 

alan barnes/dave newton 

TRIO Baritone sax and piiwn lead, 
their band through tunes from thek 
new CD Below Zero. Pizza Express.. 

Club Dean Street Wl 
(0171-439 8722) 0 Tottenham ; 
Court Road. Tonight 9pm, £10. 

CLEO *L AI N E AND JOHN 
DANKWORTH Jazz cabaret fitxS- "• 
jazz's leading couple. Pizza on H*- 
Park Knightsbridge SW1 (0171-235M 
5273) 0 Hyde Park Comer. Tonight 
9.15pm ft 11.15pm. £30. 

SARAH-JANE MORRIS Fbnner 



wuupuaams vocaHst sm g gpp*, nub 
and souLRonnie Scott’s Frith Street ; 

Wl (0171-439 0747) 0 LriceSfeT. ■ < 

Square. Ton^ht 9pm ft iTJOpm, £12, 

mems £4. NUS £8 . ■ -■ *. fr.L’ 4 ,. 
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ADIO 1 

(976-99L8MHZ FM ) 

6.30 Zoe Ball. 9.00 Simon Maya 
12.00 Mark Goodier. 2.00 Mark 
Radcliffe. 4.00 Chris Moyles. 

5.45 Newsbeal 6.00 Dave 
Pearce 8.00 Steve Lamacq - the 
Evening Session. 10.00 Digital 
Update. 10.10 John Peel. 12.00 
The Breezebbck. 2.00 Clive War¬ 
ren. 4.00 - 6.30 Scott Mills. 
RADIO 2 

(88-90-2MHz FM ) 

6.00 Sarah Kennedy. 7.30 Wake 
Up to Wogaa 9-30 Ken Bruce. 
12.00 Jimmy Young. 2.00 Ed 
Stewart. 5.05 Johnnie Walker. 
7.00 Evelyn Glennie’s Classics. 
8.00 Nigel Ogden. 9.00 Between 
the Lanes. See Pick oi the Day. 
10.00 Cole Porter: Night and 
Day. 10.30 Richard Aliinson. 
12.00 Lynn Parsons. 3.00 - 
4.00 Mo Dutta. 

RADIO 3 

(902-92.4MHz FM ) 

6.00 On Air. 

9.00 Masterworks. 

10.30 Artist of the Week. 

11.00 Sound Stories. 

12.00 Composer of the \Afeek: El¬ 
liott Carter. 

1.00 The Radio 3 Lunchtime Con¬ 
cert (R) 

-2.00 The BBC Orchestras. 

«&00 Voices. 

4.45 Music Machine. 

5.00 In Tune. 

7.45 Performance on 3. Live from 
the Queen's Hall Edinburgh, con¬ 
cluding a season of chamber 
recitals. Young French pianist 
Francois-Frederic Guy Inspired 
rave reviews for his performances 
and recordings of the repertoire 
he plays in this concert Intro¬ 
duced by Linda Ormiston. Rach¬ 
maninov: Etudes-tabteaux. Op 33: 
Nos 1, 2. 3. 5, 6, 7 and 8. Scriabin: 
Piano Sonata No 9, Op 68 (Black 
Mass). 

8.20 The House of Fear. The last 
of four interval programmes of 
readings from the surrealist works 
of Leonora Carrington. 1 : ‘White 
gbits'. Reader Eleanor Bran. 2: 
i*ie Seventh Horse'. Reader Kate 
Beckinsate. 

8.40 Concert part 2. Beethoven: 
Piano Sonata in B flat Op 1Q6 
(Hammerkfavier). 

9.30 Postscript Four illustrated 


PICK OF THE Day 


IF YOU ever did Latin at school, 
you’ll be quite familiar with the 
concept of a question expecting 
the answer “No": and surely this 
category includes the title of 
tonight's documentary marking 
50 years of the UN Declaration 
of Human Rights - A Better 
World? (8pm Rll. No, but it was 
certainly a good idea. John 
Sweeney looks at what the 
Declaration was supposed to 


do, and what it actually has done. 

A different sort of lost utopia 
features in Between the Lanes 
(9pm R2), in which Bob Harris, 
here sounding off loud and 
clear. looks at all the changes 
motorways have made to our 
lives since the Preston Bypass 
was opened in 1958, only to be 
dosed for repairs three months 
later. Some things never change. 

Robert Hanks 



reflections on kitsch. 2: Richard 
Dyer, professor of film studies at 
Warwick University, asks how in¬ 
tellectuals can enjoy what they 
know to be kitsch without resort¬ 
ing to inverted commas. 

9.50 BBC Scottish Symphony Or¬ 
chestra. Conductor Alexander 
Titov. Jon Oivirtd Ness: Cascading 
Ordure (BBC commission; first 
performance). Daniele Gasparini: 
Through the Looking Glass. 
Shostakovich: Symphony No 9. 

10.45 Night Waves. In his sinister 
new production of Humperdinck's 
Hansel and Gretei’, director 
Richard Jones draws out the sto¬ 
ry’s darker themes: drunkenness, 
hunger and violence. Richard 
Coles reports on its opening at 
Walsh National Opera in Cardiff 
and discusses a tale of lost 
sounds and forgotten passions: 
an intriguing account of French 
society by leading historian Alain 
Corbain. In ‘Village Bells', Corbain 
uses the stories of bells - both 
secular and religious, rung in cele¬ 
bration or fear - as a way into un¬ 
derstanding the wider experience 
of the last century. 

11.30 Jazz Notes. 

12.00 Composer of the Week: 
Mozart. (R) 

1.00 - 6.00 Through the Night 

RADIO 4 

(92.4-94.6MHz FM) 

6.00 Today. 

9.00 NEWS; The Choice. 

9.30 A View with a Room - Burgh 
Island Hotel. 

9.45 Serial: Charles Dickens: 
Journalist 


10.00 NEWS; Woman's Hour. 
11.00 NEWS; Nature: A Drop of 
Life. 

11.30 Wonderland Girls 
12.00 NEWS; You and Yours. 

12.57 weather. 

1.00 The World at One. 

1.30 Full Orchestra. 

2.00 NEWS; The Archers. 

2.15 Afternoon Play: The Road 
Back. 

3.00 NEWS; The Exchange: 0171 

560 4444. 

3.30 Coffee - a Hellish Brew. (R) 

3.45 Agoraphobix. 

4.00 NEWS; A Good Read. 

4.30 Shop Talk. 

5.00 PM. 

5.57 Weather. 

6.00 Six O'clock News. 

6.30 4 at the Store. 

74)0 NEWS; The Archers. 

735 Front Row. Mark Lawson with 
the verdict on the latest swash¬ 
buckler. 'The Mask of Zorro', a tale 
of narrow escapes which won the 
approval of President Clinton. 

7.45 Still Waters. By Ann Marie Di 
Mambro. Joanna and Douglas in¬ 
vestigate the desecration of a lo¬ 
cal church. Meanwhile, Kate 
attempts to come to terms with 
Philip's abrupt departure With Ann 
Scott-Jones. Emma Currie and 
Liam Brennan. Director David 
Jackson Young (22/25). 

8.00 NEWS; A Better World?. 

Last week, the Universal Declara¬ 
tion of Human Rights celebrated 
its 50th anniversary. Award-win¬ 
ning journalist John Sweeney ex¬ 
amines what it has actually 
achieved. See Pick of the Day. 


8.40 In Touch. Pater White with 
news for visually impaired people 
94)0 NEWS; Case Notes. 

'Choose Your Parents Wisely! Gra¬ 
ham Easton investigates whether 
our fate is foretold by our forbears. 

9.30 The Choice. Michael Buerk 
talks to individuals who have 
made life-changing choices, tak¬ 
ing them through the whole 
process, from the initial dilemma 
to living with the consequences. 
10.00 The World Tonight With 
Justin Webb. 

10.45 Book at Bedtime: Spider¬ 
web. By Penelope Lively, read by 
Stephanie Hughes (2/10). 

11.00 The Now Show. Steve Punt 
and Hugh Dennis host the sketch 
and stand-up show with the regu¬ 
lar team of Simon Munnery. Jane 
Bussmann, David Quantick. Nick 
Romero and Dan Freedman. 

11.30 Talking Pictures. 

124)0 News. 

12.30 The Late Book: Human 
Voices. 

12.48 Shipping Forecast 
1.00 As World Service. 

5.30 World News. 

5.35 Shipping Forecast. 

5.40 Inshore Forecast. 

5.45 Prayer for thB Day. 

5.47 • 64)0 Farming Today. 
RADIO 4 LW 

(198kHz) 

9.45 - 10.00 Daily Service. 

124)0 - 124)4 News Headlines; 
Shipping Forecast 5.54 - 5.57 
Shipping Forecast tf.30 - 12.00 
Today in Parliament 


RADIO 5 LIVE 

(693. 909kHz MW) 

6.00 Breakfast. 

9.00 Nicky Campbell. 

124)0 The Midday News. 

14)0 Ruscoe and Co. 

4.00 Drive. 

7.00 News Extra. 

7.30 The Tuesday Match. Russell 
Fuller introduces coverage of all 
the night’s football action, includ¬ 
ing the UEFA Cup third round, 
second leg, with commentary, re¬ 
ports and goal news. Liverpool 
are at home to the Spanish side 
Celta Vigo, while Rangers travel to 
Italy to face Parma. 

10.00 Late Night Live. The day’s 
big stories with Nick Robinsorv In¬ 
cluding 1030 a full sports round¬ 
up. 11.00 News and finance. And 
between 1130 and LOO a sharp 
and spirited late-night topical dis¬ 
cussion. 

1.00 Up All Night 

5.00 - 6.00 Morning Reports. 

CLASSIC FM 

(100.0-1019MHz FM ) 

6.00 Nick Bailey. 8.00 Henry 
Kelly: ncluding 9.00 A selection 
from the Hall of Fame. Plus Hen¬ 
ry's High Flyer: a racing tip and 
Record of the Week. 124K) Re¬ 
quests. 2.00 Concerto. 34)0 
Jamie Crick. 6.30 Newsnight. 

7.00 Smooth Classics at Seven. 
9.00 Evening Concert 114)0 
Alan Mann. 24>0 Concerto 3.00 
• 6.00 Mark Griffiths. 

VIRGIN RADIO 
(1215 -n97-t260kHz MW 1058MHz FM) 

6.30 Chris Evans. 9.30 Russ 
Williams 14)0 Nick Abbot 44H) 
Bobby Hain / FM only Harriet Scott 
from 645. 7.30 Harriet Scott 
10.00 Mark Forrest 14)0 James 
Merritt 4.30 - 64)0 Jeremy Clark. 
WORLD SERVICE RADIO 
(198kHz LW) 

1.00 Newsdesk. 1.30 Discovery. 
2410 Newsday. 2.30 Meridian 
(Live). 34K> World News. 3.05 
World Business Report 3.15 
Sports Roundup. 3.30 One Plan- 
eL 4.00 ■ 7.00 The World Today. 
TALK RADIO 

64)0 Bill Overton and Dare Cat- 
ford. 9.00 Scott Chisholm. 12.00 
Lorraine Kelly. 2.00 Anna Rae¬ 
burn. 44)0 Peter Deeley. 5.00 
The Sports Zona 84)0 James 
Whale. 14)0 - 6.00 Ian Collins. 


SATELLITE AND CABLE 


SKY PREMIER 

64H> Apocalypse Watch (1095) (898137). 
8 AO Femmes Fatales (23935V 94JO 
t •award Bound II: Lost in San Fran¬ 
cisco (1998) (28243). 1030 Moby Dick 
(1997) 1517750V 14H> Apocalypse Watch 
(19951 (658446V 330 Femmes Fatales 
(2205). 4.00 Homeward Bound II: Lost 
in San Francisco (1996) (26427). 5JO 
Moby Dick (1997) (351021). 8.00 Ab¬ 
solute Power (1997) (78156V 104)0 Fox¬ 
fire (1996) (817446V It SO The Perez 
Family (1995) (B53717). IAS Bottle 
Rocket (1996) (645354V 3 JO - 6.00 
Major Payne (1995) (573874B9V 

SKY MOOTEMAX 
6.00 Something Borrowed, Something 
BJuei.^97) (70345V 7J0 Reckless Nights 
9J00 Malaka (1997) 

1100 The Judge Steps Out 
(19491 (22250). LOO The Adventure s ot 
Sherlock Holmes' Smarter Brother (1975) 
(54137V 3J0 Something Borrowed. 
Something Blue (W) (54834V 
Reckless Mghte (1997) (92224). 7J00 
Malafca (1997) (92B85) 9 j 00 Her Deady 
Rival (1995) (54086V 10u30 Movfetak 
(9B40&V mo Bullet (t£KJ5) (680514) See 
Pick ot the Dsy.12J5 Five Desperate 
Hours (897) (942Q248V 2^)5 Basquiat 
(1996) (135828V 400 - GUM) The Cure 
(1997) (75170) 

SKY CINEMA 

4M Vivacious Lady (1938) (7863243). 
6J0 The Black Windmill (1974) 

(9279205V 6.00 Play It Again, Sam 
(tag) (2684576V 9JO Hollywood HaU of 
Rjfe (T! 23446V Wj0 ° Suspicion (1941) 
(4L24243) 11-40 Marathon Man (1976) 
(13424601V 145 On Dangerous Ground 
(1951) (83224002V 3-«J Hollywood Hall of 
Fame (79607373V 3 M 310 To Yuma 
(1957) (75073644). 5J0 Close. 

FRJffOUR 

GjOO Big Wednesday (1978) {2339446V 
aJO The Big Blue (1968) (8364446V ItOO 
The Last Battle (€83) (9223224V 12JS 
Dodes'ka-den (S70) (39515538) 3J0 - 
600 Romeo Is Bteedhg (1994) (3H5335) 

DISCOVERY CHANNEL 

4JO Rex Hunts Fishing World (8215868). 
4J0 Welter's World (8204750). 5.00 
FBght Deck {2671359V 5J0 Jirasstea. 
(8228330). 6-00 Animal Doctor (3225243V 

GJO Crocotfle Territory (WSd Discovery) 
(2735156V 7J0 Beyond 2000 (8212779V 
BjOO Cortranete Planes and Automobiles 
OMQ243V 8 JO FBghtSns {2649750). 
y/a Extrema Machines £935798). 


PICK OF THE DAY 


IN SPITE of Oliver Stone's 
eminently forgettable film 
about them. The Doors retain 
the sort of mystique that 
accompanies only truly great 
bands. To marie the 55th 
anniversary of Jim Morrison’s 
birth. Hie Doors Special (llpm 
VH-1) features interviews with 
members of the group (right) 
who wrote such tuneless classics 
as “Riders on the Storm”, 
“People Are Strange" and “Light 
My Fire.” 


1IL00 Empire of the East (5938885V 
tUM Tanks! A History of the Tank at War 
(5963791V 124*0 Mghtfighters (1696199). 
LOO Fight Deck (9128469V 130 Ancient 
Warriors (9467083V 2J0 Close. 

SKY OIK 

7jOO The Simpsons (37953V 7JO The 
Chris Evans Breakfast Show fnSM) ajo 
Hoflywood Squares (15T75V 9iOO GiJtyl 
(443HV 10J0 Saly Jessy Raphael (95974 
tLOO The Oprah Wrtfrgy Show (83406) 
t2j00 Jenny Jonas (8991Q21V12J5S The 
Spectef K Colection (53012£j6) LOO Days 
of Ou-Lives (9072330V U5 The Special K 
Cofectlon (77324243). 2J0Q SaBy Jessy 
Raphael (6808137V 2J5 The Special K 
CoSection (2807392V 3J0 Jenny Jones 
(7775514V 3L55 The Special K Gotection 
(8338040V BJOO Gultyl 09779) SJOO Star 

Trek: Deep Spaoa Mne 0446V Mar¬ 
ried with Qildren (5779V 6JO Dream 
Team (9359V 7 -°° The Simp6ons (4175) 
7.30 Real TV (83W) BJOO Speed (7345V 
&30 Speed (2330V 8 jOO Surviving the 
Moment of Impact 1 (B1086) 1000 Waricft 
Scariest Fofce Chases 3 (64853) HjOO 
Dream Team (30408V «J0 Star Trek: 
Deep Space Nt» (83446). 12JO Rene¬ 
gade (45441V MO*XO Long Play (4935151V 

SKY SPOUTS 1 

7J0 Sky Sports Centre (8581359). 7*5 V- 
Max (462831V 745 H20 (458232V MS 
Sky Sports Centre (8725750V 030 Rac¬ 
ing News (31934). 9J00 Aerobics - Oz 
Style (48514V 9JO Football Review 


Mickey Rourke’s movie career 
started in a blaze with such films 
as Rumblefish and Angel Heart, 
but the fire soon petered out 
with lamentable offerings like 9 
V* Weeks 2 . Ballet (llpm Sky 
Maviemax) - not to be confused 
with the Steve McQueen movie 
- marks at least a partial return 
to form. In this tough satellite 
premiere, Rourfce and Tupac 
Shakur play rival gang leaders in 
New York. 

James Hampton 



(10972V KL30 World Windsurfing (44798V 
IIjOO Powerboattng (95359V 1130 WSd 
Sprits (96088). 1200 Aerobics - Oz Style 
(28750V 1230 Ford Monday Night Foot¬ 
bal Sheffield Wednesday vs Nottingham 
Fbrest (48214V ZJ30 Subzero Snowboard- 
rig (2040V 3JOO Spanish Footbal (25446V 
tLOO Fastrax (4953V 5.30 Subzero Snow- 
boarding (3156V 6J)0 Sky Sports Centre 
(B999V 6«30 Inside Scottish Footbal 
(28430V 730 Golf - Times Mees Pierson 
(21427V a30 ftjgby Union (33514) 1040 
Sky Sports Centre (84CC05). 1045 The 
Footbaters'Footbal Show (260427) n*5 

Inside Scottish Footbal (2593HV 1245 
Sky Sports Centre (3663151). 12130 ftjg- 
by Unton.(31335V 2^*0 Golf - Times Mees 
Pierson (33199V 34IO«345 Sky Sports 
Centre (t379«51) 

SKY SPORTS 2 

TOO Aerobics- Oz Style (3736866) 730 
Sky Sports Centre (50S5B6V 7-45 Racing 
News $209514) 849 Wferld Windsurfing 
(5427069V 8^45 Sky Sports Centre 
(8740440V 94N) Fish TV - Tony Dean Out¬ 
doors (2693302V 930 WOrid Motor Sport 
(2958601V 130 Rugby Union (1839159 
44)0 Wjrid Powerboat Champ io nships 
(8581963V 4^0 W3d Spots (9587137). 

5LOO Sports Uhimiied (890947EV 600 
Rugby IWon (5T703t1V 730 Fastrax 
(9568868V ano Bajmhton (B197596V 
9j 00 Sports UriiiritBd (B117359V IOlOO 
Sub-Zero Snowboanfrg (2614685V KV30 

Showjunpiig - Spruce Meadows Horae D»- 
aii8S (8819595). tt30 BatkmUon 


(9215934V 12J0 Footbal Show (8889354V 
130 Sports Unirrtted (tt09712V 2^0 Sky 
Sports Centre (6191369V 245 Close 

SKY SPORTS 3 

tLOO Tafaie Terris (40376359) LOO Fish 
TV - Tfcny Dean Outdoors (94534392) 130 
Fish TV (46356595) 24)0 Didoe Dffne^s 
Sporting Heroes Sir Roger Barrister 
(85864427V 3 jOO Motor Racing: Golden 
Age at Motor Racing (6700133CIV 3^0 
Tabte Tennis (40535359V 4J0 Gdf-Troes 
Mees Pierson (1436S601V 5JO Showjunp- 
rig - Spruce Meadows Horse Diaries 
(3&46243V &30 V-Max (93112224) ZOO 
FWi TV The intimate Feting Show 
(670933tf> 730 Fish TV Fishing Tales 
(33118408V BJOO Showjumping - Spruce 
Meadows Horse Diaries (65605953) BJOO 
vwtersports WOrid 035625717) «UK> Su- 
perboits Roberto Dwan vs Esteban de Je¬ 
sus (6569557S) ItAOOjyrnpic Series 
Olympic Destrtes (477217T7) 1130 Closa 


730 Alpine Skflng ^3514) BJ30 Afplne 
SMng (2057^. 9^30 Ooss-Country Sking 
(17840) 10J0 SSd Jumping (92330) 12X0 
Footbal: Eirogoals (52866) 130 Car on 
Ice (71330) 2JDO Ski Ojmpi Tg g075 0V 
330 Cross-CoLrtry Skfrig (92S76) 4J0 
FbotbaL Euogoats (7B446) OjOO Ski 
Jumprtg (57750) TOO Foctoal (6201408) 
1L30 Bctdng (59880) 1230 Ctosef) 

UK GOLD 

7 JDO Crossroads (1668569) 7.30 Neigh¬ 
bours (4751953) 7255 East&iders 


(4168330) 030 The Bill (8474750) 930 
The BiU (8498330) 930 ThB House of 
Efott (9563224) 1030 Angels (B4945H) 
1130 Dallas (3808224) 1135 Neigh¬ 
bors (32257175) 1235 EastEnders 
(2681221) 1O0 Julet Bravo (7754770) 
230 Dalas (69T1663) 235 The B» 
(2373514) 335 The Btl (6580514) 335 
EastEnders (4538430) 430 Angels 
(8213408) 530 Al Creatures Great and 
Smal ( 2652224) BJOO Due South 
(7767243) 730 The Comedy Alternative: 
May to December (2161243) 740 The 
Comedy Alternative: It Ain't Hall Hot. 

Mum (5128755) 830 The Comedy Alter¬ 
native: DadS Army (7861798) 930 Red 
Dwarf IV (5354685) 940 This Life 
(6321601) 1030 NY PD Btoe (7585860) 
1130 The Btl (9686478) 1230 The BiU 
(7287141) 1230 Spender (7555625) 

130 Backup (66278035) 230 - 730 
Shopping with Screenshop (31501793) 

LIVING 

630 Try Living (9883243) 930 The 
R06eanna Show (4693069) 930 The Jerry 
Spring* Show (5421972) 1040 Mchael 
Cote (3632330) 1130 BrookskJe f»69682) 
1230 Special Babies (3620663) 1230 
Rescue 911 (7100224) 130 Beyond Betef: 
Fact or Fiction R918427) 130 Ready 
Steady, Cook (7048866) 235 Roionda 
(4418934)235 Living ft Upl (056446) 
335 The Jerry Springer Show (9117601) 
435 Tempestt (n584Z7V 535 Cam 
Cook, Vbtorit Cook (8445866) 630 The Jer¬ 
ry Sprtoger Show (6165663) ZOO Rescue 
911 (7842750) 730 Beyond Beiek Fact or 
Fiction (1428866) 830 ASy McBeal 
@278576) 930 Kfcm: Too Good to Be 
True (19899 (9Z/T663V 1130 The Spicy Sex 
Ftes P 995576 ) 1230 Ctosa 
TNT 

930 Lofita (19625 (38180663) 1130 Mster 
Buddwing (1966) (98287750) 105 Brotherly 
Love (G69) @3144600) 345330 Savage 
Messiah (1972) (89918606) 

PARAMOUNT COMEDY CHANNEL 
730 Clueless (2359) 730 D esmonds 
(H75V 8*00 Rosearme (8779) 830 Just 
Shoot Me (4494) 9.00 Cybffl (73137) 
930 Seinfeld (72069) 1030 Raster 
(27021). 1030 Cheere (43088) 1130 
Festival of Fun I (78882) fl JO The Ur- 
ry Sanders Show (82934) 1230 Late 
hflgfrt with David Letterman (96538) 

130 Taxi (32915) 130 The Critic 
(47335) 230 Dr Katz (17267) 230 
Soap (29002) 330 Hooperman (12151) 
330 Nightstand (10354) 4.00 Ctosa 


REGIONAL TELEVISION VARIATIONS 


BBC1 N IRELAND ^ __ 

As BBC1 London except 630 

NewsSne 630 (779) 930. PK n Sudan 
( 622069 ) 1045 FBm: Htahtend» 
(272359)1236 Fdm: The Dead Can't 
Ue (402915) L40 Ward Science 
(9927422) 2.05 N9WS 24 (94445977) 

BBC1 SCOTLAND 

As BBC1 London excepfclZJS 

SKRsa^fasrstfs^ 

er (779) 9.30 FrofUfine Scotland 
(92793) 10-00 FifrmH^der^ 
(244576) tLSO WBlrd Sd enc» (7 2106^ 
1205 Scottish Questions £87073) 

135 Joins BBC News 3* (88632335) 

BBC1 WALES . liBW 

As BBC1 London teceepts 6.30 

ffir(^^3) 12^6 FBm:^ie 
Dead Can't Lie (80^77) 230 We^l 
Science (6353809),2.45 Joins BBC 
News 24 (62573335). 

Second (31750V Z30 Home and Away 


(99601) 230 Christmas Home In the 
Country (5407544) 5.10 Shordand Street 
(6009330) 630 Home and Away 
(305021) 633 AngSa News (233427) 
730 Bygone Days (359) 1030 mg 
News; Wfeather (73446) 1030 AngSa 
News and Weather (658021) 1235 
Planet Rock Profiles (23151) «5 UB40 - 
the Bones Say - Live In the New South 
Africa (814809) 2J5 Fftn: A Littfe of 
What You Fancy* (B62847) 330 Na¬ 
tionwide Footbafl Lwgue 
(6515977) 435 Cybernet (87074793) 
430 ITV Mghiscreen (4327847) 
CENTRAL 

As Cvtton except: 1230 Central 
News and Weather (8105427) 130 
Echo Point (3T750) 5J0 Shortland 
Street (6009330) 630 Home and Away 
(305021) 6.25 Central News and 
Weather (233427) 730 Heart of the 
Country (359) 1030 Central News and 
Weather (056021) 430 Jobfinder 
(4687539) 530 Asian Eye (3157335) 

HTV WALES 

As Carlton except: 1045 TNs Morn¬ 
ing (106040) 1245 HTV News 
(3099663) 130 Siortland Street 
(31750) 130 Home and Away (98801) 
230 Christmas Home in the Country 


©467514) 540 Playing for Tv ne 
(600833Q) 630 Home and Away 
(305021) 6.25 Vfetes Tor*ght(233427) 
730 Bluebird (359) 1030 HTV News 
(656021) 1235 Planet Rock Profiles 
(2315T) 145 UB40 - the Bones Say - Live 
In the New South Africa (BVB09) 245 
FTm: A Little of What Ybu Fancy* 
(1882847) 330 Nationwide Football 
League Extra (6515077) 435 Cybernet 
(87074703) 4.50 Nigntscreen (4327847). 
HTV WEST 

As HTV Wales except: 540 A tong 
the CotswoW Way (6009330) 635 HTV 
Wbs! Weather (946427) 630 The West 
Tonight (175) 730 Take 3 (359) 

HERBHAN 

As Carlton except: 1045 This Morn¬ 
ing (106040) 1245 MericSan News and 

Weather (3899863) 130 Shortand 

Street (31750) 130 Home and A«ay 
(99801) 230 Christmas Home h the 
Country (5487514) 540 Home and Away 
(6009330) 537 Three Mriutes (266084) 
630 MericSan Tonight (595) 630 As- 
pjnalTs Anknais (T75) 730 Meridan Fo¬ 
cus (359) 1030 MericSan News and 
Weather (65«32l) 12 j« 5 Planet Rock 
Profiles (23151) *45 L©40 - the Bones 
Say - Live in the New South Africa 


(814809) 245 FBm: A Little of What You 
fency* (1662847). 330 Nationwide Foot¬ 
bal League Extra (8515977) 435 Cyber¬ 
net (0707(793) 430 (TV Ntgrtocrben 
(0788605a 530 Freescreen (12530) 
WESTCOUNTRY 
As Carlton except: 1045 This 
Morning (106040) 1245 Wastcouitry 
News (3899663) 1237 IBuntaations 
(6113446) 130 Emmerdale (31750) 
630 Westoountry Live (75021) 7.30 
Westcoixrtry Dynasties (359) 1030 
Westoountry News (656021) 1235 
Planet Rock Profiles (23151) 145 U04O. 
the Bones Say - Live In the New South 
Africa (814800) 245 Film: A Utile of 
What tfw Fancy' (1662047) 330 Na¬ 
tionwide FootbaH League Extra 
(6515977) 435 Cybernet (87074793) 
430 ITV Nightscreen (4327847) 

YORKSHIRE 

A* Carlton except: 1045 This 
Morning (106040) 1245 Calendar News 
and Weather (3899663) 130 Home and 
Away (58330717) 135 Christmas Home 
in tire Courtry (5029953) 240 Corona¬ 
tion Street (86482682) 530 News; 
Wtather (208514) 535 Calendar News 
and Wtethar (525885) 630 Tortten 
(175) 730 wnat a Picture (350) 1030 


Calendar News and Weather (656021) 
430 JobfffxJar (2665267) 

TYNE TEES 

As Yorkshire except: 1245 North 
East News and Weather (3899653) 

535 North East Weather (644048) 
630 North East Tonight (75021) 730 
Magnetic North (359) 1030 North East 
News and Weather (656021) 

S4C 

As Channel 4 except: 1140 Devon 
Whey (16 012779) 1230 Judge Joe 
Brown (46707972) 1230 Sesame 
Street (34354589) 130 Planed Plant. 
Bwgarl a Cfwc (46431790) 130 The 
Three Stooges* (463T7040) 130 Rim: 
Rim Silent. Run Deep* (62235040) 430 
Ricfcl Lake (H671514). 530 Planed 
Plant: Uned 5 (16263750) 530 Count¬ 
down (11665866) 630 Newydteon 
(19259330) 040 Heno (B0996885) 730 
Pobol y Cwm (33650359) 735 Cerdyn 
Post (10189251) 830 Y Sioe GbW 
(16269934) 830 Newydteon 
(16288069) 1030 BrookSide 
(95020224) 1035 Witness (34445885) 
1135 Real Hofiday Show (75253663) 
1235 Crazy; Sexy, Cool (B28H915) 

135 Witness (35071809) 235 Ctosa 
535 Sesame St (43132644) 


INDEPENDENT PURSUITS 
CHESS 

Jon Speelman 


THE ONYX Grand Pm is fast ap¬ 
proaching its climax at the Islington 
Open on the last weekend before 
Christmas, with three still in con¬ 
tention for the £3,000 first prize 

Despite great efforts over the past 
few weeks, none of Marik Hebden (on 
190.6 out of a possible 200). Keith 
Arfcell 1 190-2) and Jim Plaskett 
(1893) has succeeded in improving 
their scores. The man most rapid- 
hr improving is Bogdan Lalic, who 
has moved up to fifth on 173.5, be¬ 
hind Aaron Summerscale on 177,5. 
Both of these are too far behind to 
catch the leaders, even if they 
scored 5/5 at Islington - an elite 
event which counts eightfold so 
that this would be multiplied up to 
a maximum 40/40. But a perfect 
score for any of the top three would 
almost certainly secure victoiy. 

Apart from the main Grand Prix 
there is also a so-called Prixette led 
by Susan Lalic, a Junior Prix led by 
Simon Williams, who has a narrow 
lead over Richard Bates, a Dis¬ 
abled section in which D Hartley is 
in front, and an Amateur Prix. 

In a most informative press re¬ 
lease. Grand Prix supremo Leonard 
Barden explains that Andrew Hor- 
ton-Kitchlew. the Amateur Prix 
leader was taught chess by his fa¬ 
ther who in turn was taught in Pak¬ 
istan by the almost legendary Mir 
Sultan Khan (1905-66). 

A truly great natural player, Sul¬ 
tan Khan was taken by Sir Umar 
Hayat Khan into his household as a 
ch ess player in 1926and only played 
in Europe from 1929-33 while his 
master was based in England Three 
times British Champion, in 1929. 
1932 and 1933. he was possibly 
unique in being described by Capa- 
bianca as a genius; and he included 
Flo hr Rubinstein and Capablanca 
himself among his victims. 


Although generally much weak¬ 
er in the opening than other phas¬ 
es, here Sultan Khan with 5.a3 
introduced an idea taken up many 
years later by Tigran Petrosian and 
now deeply theoretical. After 
i3.Nxd6, Black got a bad structure. 
White's material advantage after 
23.Qxc2 was decisive: but Khan's ex¬ 
ploitation against an ex-world cham¬ 
pion was extraordinarily calm. 

White: Mir Sultan Khan 
Black: Jose Raoul Capablanca 
Hastings 1930-31 
Queen’s Indian Defence 


I.Nf3 Nfo 

34Jl5 Kd8 

2.d4 b6 

35.R1C2 Qh3 

3.c4 Bb7 

36.KC1 Qh4 

4_Nc3 e6 

37JO>2 Qh3 

5.a3 d5 

38.Rcl Qh4 

6.cxd5 exdo 

39.R3C2 Qh3 

7.Bg5 Be7 

40.a4 Qh4 

8.C3 0-0 

41.Ka3 Qh3 

93d3 Ne4 

42Hg3 Qf5 

10.BFJ Nd7 

43.Bb4 g6 

ll.Qc2fc 

44h6 Qd7 

12-Nb5 Bd6 

45.b5a5 

13.Nxd6 cxd6 

46Hg3Qf5 

I4Jl4 Rc8 ' 

47Hf4 Qh3 

15.Qb3 Qe7 

48.Kb2Qg2 

16.Nd2 NdfiS 

49.Kbl Qb3 

17.Nxe4 fxe4 

50Jval Qg2 

18_Be2 Rc6 

51 JCb2 Qh3 

19.g4 Rfc8 

52.Rgl Bc& 

20.g5 Ne8 

53 Jlc6 Qh4 

21.Bg4 Rcl+ 

54Hgcl Bg4 

22.Kd2 R8c2+ 

55.B£l Qh5 

23.Qxc2 Rxc2+ 

56.RC1 Qhl 

24.Kxc2 Qc7+ 

57. Reel Qh5 

25.Kd2 Qc4 

58.KC3 Qb4 

26JBe2 Qb3 

59.Bg3 Qxg5 

27.Rabl KfV 

60.Kd2 Qh5 

28.Rhcl Ke7 

61Hxb6 Ke7 

29.Rc3 Qa4 

62.Rb7+ Ke6 

30.b4 Qd7 

63.b6Nf6 

31 Hbcl a6 

643b5Qh3 

32JSgl Qh3 

65 TIM 

33.Rgcl Qd7 

black resigns 


Creativity 

Serena Mackesy 


HAVING ALWAYS only been a cus¬ 
todian of this column, this wfll be my 
last adjudication of our communal 
efforts. Fortunately, someone ideally 
suited to the task vrill be taking over 
from next week. Fbr his own rea¬ 
sons. he prefers to remain anony¬ 
mous. Suggestions as to who he 
might be will be met with teasing si¬ 
lences. Thank you all for a most di¬ 
verting few months. 

You were last asked to dream up 
inappropriate Christmas presents 
and their recipients. Andrew Dun¬ 
can wishes to send a subscription to 
Gay Times to Lord Norman Tebbit 
Peter B Thomas covered two entire 
sheets of closely typed A4 with 
dreadful puns including: Bill Cash 
- four questions; the Taoiseach - a 
Bertie Ihiss; Matthew Parris - out¬ 
erwear; Tbny Blair - a dictator- 
phone; and William Hague - 
presence. Patrick Daunt suggests 
Harrods gift vouchers for Neil and 
Christine Hamilton and fishfingers 
for Delia Smith. 

Duncan Bull has a French dic¬ 
tionary for Geoff Boycott, Luela 
Palmer is sending a mink coat to 
Brigitte Bardot, and Eddie Dalling 
has a recipe for venison stew for 
Santa. RS and SA Edmundson rec¬ 
ommend his'n’ hers towels fora gay 
couple, a packet of figs for the aunt 
with false teeth and a red rose for 
poor old William Hague. Geoff 
lindey has a banjo for Louis de 
Bernieres. C Douglas suggests a 
megaphone for Matthew Parris and 


a First Chemistry Set fbr Saddam 
Hussein. RA Carter sends an Aniex 
card to Fidel Castro and a Barelay- 
card to the Duchess of York. Dou¬ 
glas Whetteriy suggests a copy of the 
New Labour manifesto for Tony 
Blair and some City of Westminster 
teaspoons for Dame Shirley Pbrter. 
Len Clarke suggests colour charts 
for the Metropolitan Police and pins 
for Richard Branson. James A Kel¬ 
ly has some Vanish stain remover 
fix* Monica, a personal stereo for He¬ 
len Keller and a sense of humour for 
Gordon Brown. Ratrizia Gargulio 
was going to buy Peter Mandelson 
a briefcase, but now sees no point 
as he has his own portfolio. 

Chambers Dictionaries of Quo¬ 
tations to Peter B Thomas and Pa- 
trizia Gargulio. Meanwhile, Bruce 
Birch all once again leaves us with 
a challenge. Martine McCutcheon 
has announced that she is to leave 
EastEnders, where she plays 
Tiffany. Readers are invited to 
dream up improbable storylines 
that allow her to extricate herself 
from Albert Square with maximum 
impact on the ratings. 

Suggestions, please, to Creativi¬ 
ty, The Independent, Features, 18 th 
Floor; i Canada Square, Canary 
Wharf, London El4 5DL. The top 
two, or three, depending on whether 
anyone has won one for suggesting 
the week’s theme, will win a copy of 
the Chambers Dictionary of Quo¬ 
tations. Results two weeks from to¬ 
day. Thank you and goodbye. 


Concise Crossword 


No3788 Tuesday 8 December 



ACROSS 

I Suggestion (4) 

3 Glancing shot (8) 

9 Drive back (51 

10 Communication worker (7) 

II Brick carrier (3) 

13 Trip (9) 

14 Setting agent (6) 

16 Softly (6) 

15 Without preparation (9) 

20 Entitle (3) 

22 Teaching (7) 

23 German painter and engraver 
(51 

25 Turncoat (8) 

26 Old (4) 


DOWN 

1 Severe (51 

2 Short sleep (5 ) 

4 Collision (61 

5 Watch (7) 

6 Clumsy (3-6) 

7 Lease (71 
S Delight (4) 

12 Trick (9) 

14 Indicator (7) 

15 Pressing (7) 

17 Began f6) 

19 Asian language (4) 

21 Impatient with inactivity (5) 
24 Inferior newspaper (3) * 


So lottos to TOteriaTs Concise Crossword: 


\ 

















EpS-SE, 

Self Bf g& 

" B- s %p$ & g. g. Sr 

© 3 * S ffa f " 

mgGE.^SPc 

MljJiUi 

2 . —• a S Es:3 - re 

Be r 6- 3 

es^RjnsgtKfirjj? 
cm Sr” b&'S — 

■ B* a- & 2 .Ss§i? 


b & 

^ll 



td 

td 

O 


td 

dd 

O 

NJ 


n 

tr 

& 

3 

3 

n> 


un 




























